
55 
 

 

 

 

 

Electoral Frauds As Human Rights Abuse: The Case 

Of Nigeria 
 

 

Bieh N. Nwoke1 & Douglas O. Nwaokugha2 

 
1Department of Sociology and Anthropology 

Faculty of Social Sciences 

Federal University, Otuoke, Bayelsa State, Nigeria 

bnwokenwoke@yahoo.com 

 
2Department of Educational Foundations 

Faculty of Education 

University Of Port Harcourt, Port Harcourt, Nigeria 

douglas.nwaokugha@uniport.edu.ng 

 

 

ABSTRACT  

Nigeria has a history where her democratic experiences and experiments are phenomenally plagued 

by monumental and epical misnomers and deficits commonly called electoral frauds, which are a 

conglomerate of unethical behaviours that are targeted at manipulating the democratic system so as to 

give undue advantages to candidates and parties who ordinarily should not win or declared winners. 

This practice is detrimental at many fronts. It makes those who perpetuate the frauds to see 

themselves as mini-gods who can do anything and go free, promotes mis-governance in the form of 

politicians not being accountable to the masses as well as lowers the reputation of the electoral frauds 

prone state(s) in the comity of responsible states. Using social constructivism as a theoretical 

framework and the philosophical research methodology, this paper condemns electoral frauds as 

unethical practice that are great affront to human well-being in addition to being a violation of the 

human rights of the people of Nigeria who are saddled with the responsibility of electing and 

removing their leaders through elections. The paper recommends ways of minimizing electoral fraud 

in Nigeria, part of which is the use of education to create the right awareness in citizens on the 

dangers of electoral frauds, the need for citizens to be resolute in their choice of candidates during 

election as well as a change of narratives on the part of the judiciary who should play more active 

roles in the survival and maintenance of electoral democracy among others.  

Keywords: Elections, electoral frauds, human rights, human rights abuse.  

 

INTRODUCTION 

There are many indices that can be used to determine and assess the extent and level of growth and 

development of a people and their state and one that is a foundation upon which the others depend is 

the process upon which people who govern the state and its people come to power. Globally, what 

identifies with international best practices is that citizens participate actively in choosing those who 

govern them, preferably through elections especially close ballot system. Nigeria and Nigerians have 

not been lucky whenever it comes to elections, that democratic process or ritual which occurs 

periodically based on the constitution of the state for the sole objective of electing those persons who 

make laws for the orderly and effective governance of the state and its people. History is replete with 

not-to-good and not-too-good receptive experiences in the ways and manners Nigerians elect people 

into elective positions. Experiences of Nigerians in the 1979 general elections, after many years of 

military rule had been one that is full of electoral frauds and electoral deficits so much that the process 

in its entirety was far from global best practices and it is held in many quarters that part of the reason 
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the military gave for overthrowing that civilian regime in 1983 was the flawed process of the election 

and the attitudes of the politicians. Such unfortunate and regrettable behaviours of Nigerians in 1979 

continuously repeat themselves and have continuously become norms since Nigeria embarked on her 

new democratic experiments from 1999 till date. In short, from 1999 up-till the current general 

elections of 2023, nothing has changed in desirable directions that can give Nigerians and the 

international community any ray of optimism capable of projecting Nigeria and Nigerians as role 

models in Africa and beyond.  

In fact, elections in Nigeria have become theatres of war and correspondingly one area of scholarly 

attention by scholars and institutions in Nigeria and around the world and the results have maintained 

the same trajectory. Onapajo and Uzodike (2014) call attention to this when they write that, “since 

Nigeria’s return to democratic rule in 1999, elections in the country have been accompanied by report 

of widespread fraud. In the same way, Shaibu, Olu-Adeyemi and Raphael (2020:39) give a periodic 

assessment of elections in Nigeria where they write that “in 2003, 2007 and 2011, elections were 

characterized with threats varying from intimidation and violence, which denied voters from 

exercising their political rights in some parts of Nigeria”. To be expected from environments where 

the above anti-social practices prevail can be the triggering and fanning of the embers of violence and 

terror and highlighting this, the United States Institute of Peace (USIP, 2011) writes that post-election 

violence in Nigeria after the 2011 general elections claimed 800 lives over three days in Northern 

Nigeria and displaced 65,000 people. General elections held in Nigeria in 2015 and 2019 respectively 

incorporated and advanced electoral frauds so much that hierarchically, manipulations, irregularities 

and malpractices went from bad to worse. 

The 2023 general elections in Nigeria stands out in the electoral and democratic atrocities and 

terrorism that are committed in Nigeria in the name of elections. Deception by authorities and 

institutions that are entrusted with the conduct of elections and open intimidation of citizens by 

politicians and political parties openly became acceptable standards for the conduct of elections in 

some localities and state to the extent that citizens were told through town criers, chiefs and traditional 

rulers the candidates and political party to vote for or dare not come nearer any of the polling units as 

the consequences of not voting for the anointed candidate(s) and anointed political party can be 

terrible, traumatizing and psychologically dehumanizing. The situation can be so simply because 

strongman mentality as opposed to the engineering of a participatory revolution that can be supportive 

of strong institutions have become norms and correspondingly produced strongmen who have made 

politics in Nigeria a private and personal life time business and consequently have empowered and 

mobilized the army of unemployed youths in Nigeria to unleash mayhem, assault and possibly kill 

anyone who challenges them, prevents or makes case that the right things be done.  

Anyone with the least sense of analytic scrutiny can quickly notice that the political space in Nigeria 

has become a terrain where Machiavellian principles and tactics have become norms to the extent of 

replacing whatever sense of ethical and rational morality, decency and decorum that ought to 

characterize the game of politics and the level playing ground and fair competition that ought to 

prevail in the game of politics. With this as the case, it is as obvious as day and night that the human 

rights of the people will be grossly abused, undermined, threatened and correspondingly violated 

simply due to the strongman mentality of the average Nigerian politician that is a demonstration of the 

Machiavellian trait and disposition that is inherent in politicians in Nigeria. In short, all these 

developments have one thing in common namely terrible and senseless abuse of the human rights of 

the people of Nigeria. The undermining, threatening and abuse of the human rights of Nigerians 

during elections in Nigeria is unfortunate and paradoxical as elections under normal circumstances 

and conditions are reliable flashpoints, dependable and sure platforms and foundations for the 

celebration and promotion of the fundamental human rights of the people, at least as participation in 

politics, standing for elections, voting for candidates and engineering a revolution for political 

pluralism are all dynamics for strengthening and promoting human rights and more importantly 

raising the bar for the stability of the Nigerian state and prominence in the comity of states.  

Human rights violations and abuse occasioned by electoral frauds are detrimental to the moral, social, 

economic, human capital development and political stability of any state. It is a fact that cannot be 

disputed that the violation and abuse of the human rights of a people occurs during elections through 

the instrument of violence, intimidation and other repressive measures that have potentials to bring 

Nwoke & Nwaokugha ….. Int. J.  Innovative Soc. Sc. & Hum. Res. 12 (2):55-69, 2024  



57 
 

about wrong choice of candidates or imposition of candidates in the affairs of a people and their state 

or simply trigger developments that are recipe and direct invitation for anarchy that can be capable of 

breaking down or destroying the moral fabrics upon which the developmental structure and stability 

of the Nigerian state lies. There are more fundamental issues about electoral fraud as an aspect of 

human rights abuse or violation. Those politicians who are neck deep in the act of electoral frauds 

consider themselves as mini-gods in the affairs of the people and the state so much that they make 

mis-governance part of the art of statecraft called governance. These politicians develop dispositions 

that make them look down on the people and the institutions of the state and this behavioural 

disposition gradually gains acceptance so much that members of the society assume such gross 

immorality as models to emulate simply because electoral fraudsters grab power at all cost through 

the manipulation of the system. That politicians in Nigeria fraudulently grab power without the 

consent of Nigerians, make them unaccountable to Nigerians and this process together with its lack of 

accountability is the foundation of mis-governance and bad governance in Nigeria and the resultant 

phenomenal withdrawal and demonstration of general disenchantment with the electoral process. The 

demonstration of apathy and general disenchantment promotes lack of interests in political 

participation, which distances the masses from the political and electoral space and correspondingly 

lay foundations for abusing and denying the people their fundamental human rights of choosing and 

replacing those who make policies for their state through elections. The seriousness of the harm 

caused by electoral fraud is one in which institutions and citizens of Nigeria no longer think of 

legitimate and right ways of conducting elections that can be considered free and fair from 

manipulations and electoral frauds. The embrace and normalization of this criminal act is a core case 

of human rights abuse that is phenomenally, epically, and monumentally detrimental to Nigeria’s 

national development and Nigeria’s status in the comity of states especially as the giant of Africa.  

Herein lies the significance of this study as terrible lack of awareness and lack of knowledge 

concerning the various atrocities that Nigerians generally and the political class in particular commit 

during elections constitute human rights violations and abuse, which in themselves are the root causes 

of the misery, bad governance and leadership issues that have become reoccurring decimals in the 

political and general systems of Nigeria. To this end, this study will create the right awareness in 

Nigerians in particular and humanity generally that can make all to appreciate how participation in 

politics and elections as human rights provisions can be a trigger for positive changes in the affairs of 

Nigerians and humanity generally. In fact, the right acquisition of the right knowledge of elections 

and human rights as it will be canvassed in this paper has the capacity to ignite the right curiosity for 

repositioning the Nigerian state as it can sensitize Nigerians into acquiring skills that can enable them 

to resist human rights abuse or violations during elections including generally contributing to 

available body of knowledge on elections and human rights issues in Nigeria and the world.  

The theoretical framework upon which this study is based is social constructivism, which according to 

Mogashoa (2024) hinges on the thesis that humans generate knowledge, ideas and meanings out of 

their daily interactions and experiences with other members of the society in their day to day activities 

on the environment. Social constructivism is said to work out best when the individuals who construct 

knowledge, ideas and experiences are actively committed to solving problems of the society as 

dictated by the forces of change, when the individuals are keen on collaborating with other members 

of the society in the search for improved conditions of living and these superlatively work when the 

individuals have the capacity to initiate critical and creative thinking skills or abilities. The suitability 

of this theoretical framework for this study is its endorsement of the individual researcher or learner 

as one whose critical and creative capabilities are necessary in any genuine mission, voyage or 

expedition in knowledge construction. In other words, the theoretical framework situates the 

individual human person and his efforts as critical and central in knowledge construction.  

The methodology to be adopted in this study is purely philosophical and a methodology in an 

academic exercise according to Nwaokugha and Danladi (2016) is said to be philosophical when it 

employs speculation, analysis and prescription. Speculation as a method of philosophical research 

according to Nwaokugha (2021) invokes a meaning that revolves around systematic, coherent and 

logical clarity or unity on a topic or subject matter that is the focus of the philosophical reflection. 

This meaning accounts for why Oduor (2010:97) writes that, to speculate is to wonder, conjuncture, 

guess or to hypothesize. Some other scholars simply capture speculation as attempts to find logical 

Nwoke & Nwaokugha ….. Int. J.  Innovative Soc. Sc. & Hum. Res. 12 (2):55-69, 2024  



58 
 

coherence in an entire realm of thought (Aminigo, 1999, Agulanna, 2011). Speculation as a method of 

philosophical research is mostly used in reflecting on axiological and metaphysical topics and other 

areas identified by Oduor (2010:97) which include “reality and appearance, mind and matter, the one 

and many, permanence and change, time and eternity, freedom and necessity and unconscious mental 

state”. The modus operandi of speculation as a method of philosophical research is one where the 

researcher systematically and logically builds up ideas and establishes how one idea is inherently 

linked to one another in a way that conclusion reached is inherently derived from ideas before it. 

Nwaokugha and Wogonwu (2023:4) hit the nail on the head when they write that: 

Any keen and insightful observer of the modus operandi of speculation can notice 

that the whole idea of speculation as a method of philosophical research revolves 

around a sense of logical unity, logical coherence and logical clarity about a 

presentation that is the subject matter of a philosophical discourse.  

In fact, Nwaokugha (2021:160) points out a characteristic that is associated with speculation when he 

writes that “the correctness, rightness, reasonableness and acceptability of a proposition or an 

argument largely depends on the orderly sequence in which one idea logically links up to the other”. 

Fundamentally, the foundation upon which this research methodology rests is one in which the 

soundness, reasonability, reasonableness, rationality and acceptability of a proposition is deep-rooted 

in logic, hence, logic and language play key and significant roles in the success of any speculation.  

Analysis as a method of philosophical research according to Nwaokugha and Ezeugwu (2017) is the 

critical examination of concepts, terms, words and propositions with the sole objective of exposing 

and revealing whatever meanings that may be associated with such concepts, terms, words and 

propositions. Because meaning is central to analysis, the analyst is interested in the proper use of 

concepts, terms, words and propositions. One reason why there is heightened emphasis on meaning 

and proper use of concepts, terms, words and propositions is that, misunderstandings and conflicts in 

human affairs generally originate from faulty use and faculty interpretations of concepts, terms, words 

and propositions and correspondingly analysis helps to resolve and bring to the barest minimum 

issues of conflicts and crises in human relationships through its efforts at clarification and resolution 

of ambiguities, absurdities and contradictions. This is the point highlighted by Nwaokugha (2021:160) 

when he writes that:  

The advantage of analysis is that through it, meanings are clarified and ambiguities 

are resolved and this clarification and resolution of ambiguities helps members of the 

society to amicably address, resolve and bring to the barest minimum the occurrence 

of conflicts, misunderstanding, disagreement, violence confrontations and instability-

inducing behaviours that make peace elusive by threatening harmonious co-existence 

and progressive development of the society. 

 

We must note that, logic and language are central to analysis and they help analysts to achieve what 

Hirst and White (2000) call relationship between language and reality or word and the world.  

Prescription as a methodology of philosophical research invokes a multiplicity of meanings ranging 

from systematic, logical and coherent ways of establishing criteria or standards for judging values or 

making prescriptive value judgments to recommending or setting down as a rule or guide (Oduor, 

2010:97) for judging human actions. What the above expositions point hand to is that, researcher’s 

conscious efforts at offering suggestions and recommendations for resolving issues fall within the 

jurisdiction of prescription. To this end, Nwaokugha (2021:102) says it all when he writes that 

prescription: 

Is achieved in a research in the form of a researcher making autonomous value 

statements on how an issue that has been the focus or subject matter of a 

philosophical discussion can be resolved so that all the wrongs noticed in the course 

of the discussion can be harmoniously addressed. In a way, suggestions and 

recommendations in researches and other forms of writing fall within the frame of 

reference of prescription. 

 

Generally, prescription is essential in any serious academic endeavour, however, scholars whose area 

of specialization or interest are in the field of axiology particularly social philosophy, political 
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philosophy, ethics and aesthetics cannot do without prescription. The reason for this is that values are 

not fixed; values are constantly changing with time and circumstance and such scholars respond to the 

various situations based on the turnout of events and developments in the affairs of man and the 

society.  

This methodology is excellent for this study because every branch of knowledge benefits from 

philosophical reflections and this particular study is no exception. In fact, the philosophical research 

methodology is the trending paradigm in the world of knowledge today as it is associated with 

popping up foundations for investigating and breaking of new frontiers of knowledge as well as 

boosting: 

The confidence levels of researchers as researchers see every challenge in any 

academic discipline as solvable and resolvable. In fact, philosophical method of 

enquiry stimulates in scholars the desire to critically and continuously try out new 

academic options that can result in phenomenal improvements of scholars and the 

breaking of new frontiers of knowledge. (Nwaokugha and Ihuoma, 2019:277) 

 

An incisive and detailed advantage of the philosophical research methodology is provided by 

Nwaokugha and Danladi (2016:421) in these words:  

Indulgence or embrace of philosophical research methods affords freedom and 

opportunity that invite, motivates and challenges researchers to venture into problem 

areas across disciplines. By this feature, researchers are availed platforms which in 

addition to tackling diversified subject matters also promote progress in the form of 

extending and breaking new frontiers of knowledge. The issue of diversified subject 

matters and the dividends there of are possible because, philosophical research 

methods produce and rely more on theories than any other research method. What is 

implicated here is that, philosophical research method is not restrictive and 

consequently does not in any way impoverish researchers and disciplines that are 

favourably deposed to using it. It rather contributes in ground breaking breakthroughs 

in the knowledge industry. All these by implication mean that, the knowledge 

industry and mankind can be better off in terms of opportunities and dividends 

associated with research, its contributions to improving human conditions and 

acquisition of knowledge.  

 

A common practice among scholars and researchers who use the philosophical research methodology 

is to devote time to clarify the key concepts under investigation and to this we turn.  

Elections:  

Many practices give politics and the political systems the aura of honour and respect upon which 

legitimacy is conferred on the process and outcome of any politics and the political system. In modern 

times, one key practice in any meaningful politics and political system is the opportunity that politics 

and the political system offers the citizens for fair competitions into political offices by interested 

members of the state who are desirous of influencing government policies or desirous of representing 

the interest of their people at any of the constitutionally recognized levels. Citizens who nurse the 

ambition of representing their people or constituency in the assembly of those who will make laws 

and correspondingly influence policies and political decisions of the state legitimately face some level 

of competition with equally other members of the state, presumably in the same political party first 

before facing more severe competitions with members of opposing political parties who hold similar 

interest or ambition and this clash of interest among citizens of the state on who should represent the 

people or their constituency in a democratic political regime is usually resolved through elections.  

There is another flashpoint that singles out or reveals the fundamentals of elections in politics and the 

political systems of states. Expression of interests and enthusiasm in politics and the political system 

and its corresponding behaviours that are exemplified and matched by active participation of the 

people is the life wire upon which democracy, which has been accepted as a global ideal and a symbol 

of civility hinges. On the basis of the recognition which the global community accords to democracy, 

states which practice democracy are considered to be on the right track in the comity of states. As 

highly rated as democracy is in the political engineering of states, it strives and survives through 
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elections or put slightly different, elections are the heartbeats of democracy or to use the words of 

Linderg (2004:1), “a common institutional denominator for modern democracy is elections”. Because 

democracy is important and elections are critical to the effective functioning of a true and functional 

democratic system of government, scholars and institutions devote so much attention to what 

elections actually are in politics and in a democracy and this effort has resulted in a plethora of 

definitions, interpretations and functions of elections.  

Elections according to Wojtasik (2013:26) “are a form of seeking political consensus, which would as 

a result lead to creation of a parliamentary majority able to govern”. In their own conceptualization, 

Shaibu et al (2020:41), write that elections are “act of voting into different levels of political offices 

including into presidential/gubernatorial, national/State assembly offices preferred candidates who are 

to exercise legitimate authority for a specific constitutional period of years”.   

Anyone who takes a critical look at the positions of the above scholars can quickly come to a 

conclusion that elections invoke a meaning that revolves around constitutionally recognized 

competitive procedures that are systematically influenced and initiated by a community of people or a 

state through which adult members of the community or state periodically elect members of the 

community or state for the purposes of representing the people in a particular designated assembly of 

the people where the sole political responsibility is the making of laws and influencing of policies in 

favour of the people one is representing or elected to represent. The processes of elections can take 

many forms depending on the motive for the elections. Delegates and general elections are major 

forms of election and the constitution of the state or organization involved in an election usually 

prescribes the procedure to be adopted in elections. Modern societies go by global best practice in the 

form of secret ballot system as against open ballot system.  

Elections perform critical and sensitive functions for the members of the community, organization, 

society or state in any meaningful political and democratic system. According to Magstadt (2003:287) 

“elections act as the principal means by which citizens determine who will govern and indirectly what 

policies will be pursued”. Across the globe, elections perform several other functions and one of the 

functions is what Wojiasik (2013) calls democratic legitimization of the exercise of public authority. 

What is implicated here is that, any decision reached at by anyone who is elected to represent the 

people or any decision reached through election has the seal of legitimacy. Elections afford citizens 

the opportunity to choose who should legitimately represent them and correspondingly exercise 

authority over them or on their behalf. What is very important here is that, elections create 

opportunities for the people to choose persons who are the best and such persons, in addition represent 

those values that the people most cherish. It has to be pointed out that, the awareness and realization 

that the larger society has roles in nominating and providing individuals platforms and opportunities 

to serve the public through elections has inherent capacity to instill discipline, make the people 

accountable and compel such individuals to abide by socially prescribed moral standards of the 

society. This indirectly suggests that elections perform control functions for the members of the 

society.  

Elections are crucial in politics and democratic systems because they afford citizens opportunities to 

affect changes in the social, economic, philosophical, ideological, metaphysical and axiological 

structures of the state. It is true we must point out that, elections afford citizens opportunities to 

choose those who hold public office but the most important consideration that makes elections 

necessary is that, elections afford the people opportunities to choose and elect those who will 

represent them well. Elections, when conducted, produces decisions that are mutually and legally 

binding on all the people till the constitutionally prescribed time for another election and such 

decisions arrived at through election remain irrevocable except otherwise directed by a court of law 

with competent jurisdiction. What this points hand to is that, elections are sacred, so sacred that they 

have the capacity to compel citizens in power and those in opposition to abide by whatever outcomes 

that emanates morally and acceptably from any free, fair and transparent elections. In this way, 

elections bear the seals of authority and confer on those who win in elections aura of legitimacy. 

Elections in democratic societies harmoniously promote cordial relationships in the form of reciprocal 

actions between those who have the mandate to exert authority and power and those who cede such 

authority and power to the elected representatives to act on their behalf and this is by way of 

transferring authority and power to make decisions from all eligible voters to those who are elected. 
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This development has implications, namely it smoothens the political and democratic process in the 

form of producing superior wisdom, which in all ramifications is considered to be of best interests to 

the generality of the citizens through the quality of the decision process.  

Democratic elections provide a people and their state a legitimate platform and opportunity for 

peaceful transition of power from one political administration to the other. In a way, elections lay the 

foundation for the consolidation of political administration or the introduction of new political 

regimes and policies for bringing the dividends of democracy to the people. What this illuminates is 

that, democratic elections, through their ability to consolidate existing political regimes or introduce 

new ones help to strengthen democracy and democratic institutions of states.  

Elections help to define and divide the political space and gladiators of the political system into 

winners and losers and this development is healthy for the development of democracy and democratic 

institutions of the state. In any ideal democratic dispensation, elections produce winners and losers 

who retire to the responsibilities of effective governance and responsibility of effective opposition 

respectively, that effectively and harmoniously take the state to the next level when effectively 

explored.  

Elections in a democratic system afford citizen golden opportunities to control those persons entrusted 

with the day to day political and general affairs of the state. In states where democracy is well 

established, the route to ascending to positions of authority and influence lies with the citizens and the 

citizens effectively exercise and exploit this opportunity through their voters during elections by 

offering their support to candidates whose manifestoes agree with conditions, expectations and terms 

prescribed by the citizens. This level of control that originates from the citizens to the elected 

representatives is usually the basis upon which elected representative can win the support and 

confidence of the people for their re-election into office. It is as obvious as day and night that any 

elected representative who fails to be controlled by the citizens can be shown the exit door through the 

use of the ballot paper during elections. The beauty of this function of elections is the deepening of 

democracy and the democratic system through the provision of alternative choices and when viewed 

critically and creatively, this development saves the citizens and the state from diving into anarchy 

and the tyranny of power. Wojitasik (2013:32) gives pass mark to the control function of elections 

when he writes that “the control function of elections is therefore not only critical to ensure smooth 

operation of the political system, but also allows for proper orientation of the existing political 

potentials”.  

Related to the above is the fact that elections provide citizens opportunities and avenues to recall 

elected representatives and avenues to recall elected representatives whose performances come short 

of expectations in the discharge of their political duties. This means that, through elections elected 

representatives who are not politically accountable to the people and the state can be made to face the 

consequences of their actions or inactions. The idea of political accountability occasioned by election 

revolves around the fact that elections are critical mechanism for changing and replacing those 

entrusted with political responsibilities.  

Elections are platforms or spaces for fair, free and transparent competitions as well as a channel of 

communication between candidates, political parties and the values they represent. In fact, elections 

have to instill values that are supportive of tolerance, discipline, civic and social responsibility on one 

hand as well as help to play down, jettison or repudiate arrogance from interested members of the 

society who will one day canvass for votes from the people. 

Elections according to Wojtasik (2013:34) serve as a mechanism for translating public preferences 

into legitimization of power. It is an open secret that during elections, the various candidates and 

political parties that show interests generate critical, creative and lucrative ideas which later become 

the rock base or springboard upon which policies for governing the state are derived. In fact, periods 

of campaigns are critical and creative flashpoints and hotbeds for the articulation and mushrooming of 

great ideas from the various candidates and political parties and these great ideas are realistically 

translated into tangible policies for the administration and governance of the state. This is the point 

highlighted by Wojtasik (2013:34) when he writes that elections build a map of significance of 

individual topics in the public consciousness and translate them into the realm of current policy.  

Well conducted elections and elections that are transparent, free and fair help to democratically 

strengthen the entire political and democratic process through initiating legacies that promote or make 
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peaceful transfer or transition of power a norm. Elections offer candidates who participate in electoral 

contests and win a legitimate and authoritative period of time. In short, every election has a time 

frame or duration upon which the winners in the elections can stay in office. This means that, the 

outcome of every election comes with a verdict that only the courts can change.  

 

Human Rights: 

Human rights by their inherent configurations are rights that are basic and fundamental for the 

survival of every human being – man or woman and correspondingly are sacred entitlements that 

every human being irrespective of religious, political, social, economic, moral and ideological 

orientations must enjoy without exception. This conception of human rights as stated above may have 

strongly influenced or be responsible for the various definition which scholars give to human rights. 

Seighart (1992:39) writes that human rights are rights which the international law ascribes to all 

individuals by virtue of the fact that they are human individuals. In the same way, Harries (1992:5) 

defines human rights as natural rights while An-Naim (2003:3) authoritatively writes that human 

rights are those claims which every human being is entitled to have and enjoy as a right by virtue of 

his or her humanity, without distinction on such grounds as sex, colour, race, language, religion, 

social group or national origin.  

Anyone with the least sense of analytic, insightful and critical scrutiny and consciousness can notice 

that there is one common denominator or a thread that unites all the definitions as provided by the 

various scholars above and that denominator or thread is that human rights are those rights which all 

human beings irrespective of developmental sophistication or lack of it, level of education or socio-

economic status, level of religiosity or lack of it, are entitled to enjoy simply on account that one is a 

human being. There are facts that are sacrosanct about human rights and part of such facts are that, 

human rights are framed in moral rationality (Johnston, 1994:9) and therefore any attempt to deny 

persons their human rights will automatically impair the normal functioning of such individuals 

(Anagwo, Aminigo and Nwaokugha, 2020:8), in addition to serving as a direct invitation or increase 

agitations for the demand for human rights. It is worthy of note that safeguarding and protecting 

human rights in any society or any state is the foundation upon which peace and development in any 

of their configurations are based, suggesting that development and peace will remain a mirage and 

distant dreams in any society or state where the human rights of the people is fragrantly and 

abysmally abused or not respected. In contemporary time, citizens have higher awareness of their 

human rights and have come to recognize that human rights are the frame and hub upon which they 

can live a dignified life and consequently have come to respond to situations where they perceive 

abuse of their human rights as one they can fight with the last drop of their blood or any available 

arsenal at their disposal. In fact, where people have the right awareness about the centrality of human 

rights in their lives, a corresponding attitude which they display is one which pops up a strong belief 

namely no metaphysical or political power can rob or deny an individual of his or her human rights.  

Human rights as fundamental and universal rights, cuts across all areas upon which human survival 

and human dignity depends, ranging from rights to life, rights to physiological needs, cultural, 

economic, religious, social, environmental and political participation of citizens in all activities that 

are fundamental in defining, making the people happy or enjoying life to its fullest and positively 

affecting or influencing changes in their favour. On these premises, some scholars contend that the 

fundamental and naturalness of human rights remove such rights from the domain of gifts which 

individuals, institutions, states or a government can give to its citizens and correspondingly no 

government or authority can under any circumstance or guise withdraw or stop the citizens from 

enjoying their human rights.  

One can say without any iota of contradiction that the realization of all the other rights as identified 

above strongly depends on the rights of the people to vote and participate in politics and political 

activities that go on in the state. This position is instructive and is so taken because politics and 

participation in it is the influencer and determiner of all the other activities that take place in the state, 

so much that anyone who feels that he is in-charge of any happening around him or her in his or her 

home or in the state may be living in a phenomenal and epical world of self-made fallacy that is only 

fit for bizarre creatures that are fictional creatures in tale stories. It has to be said very strongly that 

politics determines the activities of the state across all tiers such as economy, education, health, 
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security, defense, agriculture, exploration of natural resources, formula for sharing or distributing 

state resources as well as internal and external relations. The overbearing nature of politics in 

determining the faith of man is sufficient reason for all eligible citizens to participate in it and why 

anything contrary is an affront or violation of the citizens’ fundamental human rights. This pride of 

place which politics occupies accounts for why some persons say that politics is so central and critical 

to be left in the hands of a few individuals or to be manipulated contrary to the wishes of the people.  

It is on account of the overriding nature of politics and participation in it in the day to day activities of 

man and the state that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 in its article 21 explicitly 

says that: 

(1) Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly 

or through freely chosen representatives. 

(2) Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country  

(3) The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government, this 

shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by 

universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent 

free voting procedures.  

It is instructive we point all that electoral frauds and manipulation of the electoral process is a 

complete violation of the above provisions of human rights. In fact, anyone who carefully examines 

what happens in many developed, developing and under-developed countries of the world especially 

during elections can quickly come to a conclusion that the will of the people or more technical the 

human rights of the people to participate in electing their leaders in elections are continuously and 

constantly subverted through various form of electoral frauds.  

Electoral Frauds 

Elections especially in most developing and under-developed countries of the world are getting closer 

to theatres of war and in this circumstance peoples’ human rights are fragrantly and epically abused 

with the people tactically, systematically and aggressively  developing responses and reactions where 

they continuously and frustratingly lose confidence in the processes and outcomes of election, which 

ordinarily and ideally should give them hope and confidence in moving or driving their state in 

directions that they honestly and sincerely desire. In short, as no rational human being wishes himself 

or herself evil, most responsible citizens across the globe look up to elections for correcting anomalies 

in the political and democratic order of their states. This vision and aspiration of the people has 

always been dashed because of electoral frauds. The frequency, sophistication and damage caused by 

electoral frauds has made it a centre of attraction among scholars and disciplines so much that there is 

a plethora of scholarly definitions of electoral frauds. Electoral frauds, according to Lehoucq 

(2003:223 are any “clandestine and illegal efforts to shape election result” most possibly in favour of 

the perpetrators of the illegal actions. In the views of Ugwuola Kalu and Elechi (2020:51), electoral 

frauds are any illegal interference with the process of election that interferes with the mandate of the 

people while Adesanya (2020:76) conceptualizes electoral frauds as invoking meaning that revolves 

around all unethical, illegal and generally unacceptable conduct which interferes with the electoral 

process. From the foregoing, one can say that electoral frauds are a conglomerate of all the 

irregularities, not-too-good-behaviours/attitudes, manipulations and malpractices that are perpetuated 

by politicians, and institutions that are charged with the conducts of elections, citizens, government 

and officials of government for the sole reason of giving undue advantage, unmerited favour and 

election victory to a person or group of persons who did not win and are not supposed to win in an 

election. Inherent in election frauds are deliberate actions, which from all ramifications are calculated 

and structured criminal and illegal political actions that are deliberately orchestrated to truncate and 

subvert morally and ethically acceptable democratic norms, electoral principles and popular will of 

the people. In this broad categorization, electoral frauds are also any act of compromise by electoral 

system stakeholders that are targeted at undermining and circumventing known electoral processes 

and standards. In fact, as an act of compromise, electoral frauds are associated with inherent harms 

against the individual and the state and Adesanya (2020:73) did not hide his feelings when he writes 

that: 

Electoral fraud is a direct affront to basic fundamental rights and freedoms such as 

the freedom of association, freedom of assembly, freedom of expression and the right 
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to elect one leader amongst several other important rights and freedoms that are 

universally recognized and protected today as fundamental characters of modern 

democracy.  

 

It is unfortunate that electoral frauds, which are violations of the human rights of the people are part 

and parcel of democracy and democratic government across the globe. Lehoucq (2003:234) confirms 

this when he writes that “it is hard to study any democratic or quasi-democratic system of the past 200 

years without acknowledging that governments or their rivals resorted to less than transparent 

methods to alter the results of the ballot box.  

Because electoral frauds are fast becoming  norms in the political and democratic systems of states, it 

now occurs in different forms ranging from procedural violations of electoral laws occasioned by the 

actions and inactions of the electoral body or institutions charged with the responsibility of 

conducting free, fair and transparent elections, the actions and inactions of the government in power, 

the actions and inactions of the opposition political parties, those of the citizens to the outright use of 

violence against voters and within these brackets are such not-too-good electoral behaviours such as 

opening and closing the polling stations so late and closing so early, snatching of elections materials, 

thumb printing of ballot papers and stuffing such into the ballot box before elections as well as the 

inability of electoral personnel to advertise or make known the exact locations of polling units before 

election days. Other different configurations in which electoral frauds take place include the 

deliberate use of violence to scare away voters as well as the intimidation of voters contrary to their 

wishes, snatching and filling the necessary reports and result forms without regard to the outcome of 

the votes cast by voters, conniving and arranging with election officials to cancel election and election 

results in areas where politicians do not have any stronghold or too many supporters and arranging 

with the print and electronic media to publish or announce wrong results or to declare wrong 

candidates winners of the election. Electoral frauds can also be committed at the point of the 

delineation or creation of constituencies, during the adjudication of election disputes and during the 

promulgation of laws that guide the electoral process. It is possible anyone with the faintest sense of 

critical consciousness and critical analysis can quickly and easily come to a conclusion that all critical 

stakeholders in elections and the electoral process are active participants in the crime of electoral 

fraud particularly in Nigeria where most actors in the game of politics strongly believe that politics 

does not call for the demonstration of moral rationality or demonstration of conscience.  

Electoral frauds produce in citizens feelings of disgust and frustration. It is a well- known fact that 

whenever elections are conducted and such elections are characterized by electoral frauds, citizens 

respond to the situation by demonstrating behaviours that among other things undermine political 

stability of the state such as behaving in ways that trigger or promote civil disobedience. The simple 

demonstration of acts of civil disobedience by citizens is usually countered by the security and law 

enforcement agencies, that descend so heavily on innocent citizens, a development that constitutes 

another violation of the human rights of the citizens. The reason why citizens demonstrate acts of civil 

disobedience when there are electoral frauds is that inherent in electoral frauds are beliefs, behaviours 

and manifestations of presumed inequality, where the perpetrators of electoral frauds see and perceive 

themselves as gods, super human beings who must determine the political future of the others who are 

casually taken as core commoners and people who cannot make any meaningful contributions to the 

political and democratic development of the state.  

Electoral frauds in any political system are detrimental not only to the political system but have 

potentials to trigger in the citizens behavioural dispositions that can make the state ungovernable and 

make the development of democratic values, institutions and culture impossible. It has been 

acknowledged by Lehoucq (2003:234) that electoral frauds plague political systems around the world 

as electoral frauds are responsible for the introduction of many phenomenal deficits and misnomers 

into the political system. One can say it on good authority that, although electoral frauds are a global 

phenomenon but its superlative nature in Nigeria is responsible for what Nwaokugha and Anagwo 

(2019:190) call the regrettable attitudes of Nigerians towards democratic politics. In fact, there is this 

saying among Nigerians that votes and elections do not count in Nigeria and anyone can imagine the 

level of damage that electoral frauds which are the originators of such assumption have done to the 

psyche of the people vis-a-vis the implications of such mind set for the development of democracy 
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and democratic institutions in Nigeria. These regrettable attitudes owe their roots or origins to 

electoral frauds in Nigeria, a development that has made Almond, Powell (Jr) Strom and Dalton 

(2006:28) to assert that Nigeria’s democratic leaning regime installed in 1979 was overthrown in a 

military coup in 1983 and Anya (2008) fearlessly and authoritatively asserts after thoroughly 

examining the 2007 general elections in Nigeria that, no government in Nigeria has legitimacy on the 

basis of the peoples’ mandate. Still Magstadt (2003:74) after detailed examination of the quantum of 

electoral frauds in Nigeria came to a conclusion that Nigeria’s fragile new experiment with 

democratic rule remains in grave jeopardy. In fact, Dienye and Nwaokugha (2011) say it all after 

critically examining the precarious civilian regime in Nigeria that was established in 1999 that all is 

not well with Nigeria’s democracy and democratic rule due to the prevalence of electoral frauds. 

 

Electoral Frauds that are Human Rights Abuse in Nigeria  

Democracy and democratic politics in all their configurations are about the rights of the people to 

freely choose their leaders and freely decide the direction in which they are to be governed. What this 

strongly suggests is that, the citizens must be active participants and active drivers of the policies and 

government of the state and that inherently, the government must be one in which the people have a 

say and a voice in the affairs of the state. Democracy and democratic government bring this to fruition 

through elections, meaning that, elections are unique and perform unique functions in any meaningful 

political and democratic process as through elections, leaders are elected, replaced, new regimes that 

can make political accountability a norm to the people and the state are ushered into the political and 

democratic space with their concomitant new policies, new ideas and new directions that can take the 

people and their state to the next level or add value to the quality of their lives. Paradoxically, despite 

such high regard for elections, elections in Nigeria have lost their credibility because of the 

prevalence of electoral frauds as elections presently cause citizens who naturally should be 

beneficiaries of the outcome of elections to suffer and go through difficult hardships and under the 

suffering and difficult hardships, elections now trigger, perpetuate, support and promote phenomenal 

and epical abuse of the human rights of the people.  

It has been stated from the onset that human rights invokes a meaning that revolves around those 

rights that human beings are entitled to enjoy on account of their humanity and among these rights are 

political rights whose areas of coverage include right of expression, right of association, right of 

peaceful assembly and more importantly the freedom and right  of the individual to participate in the 

government of his state or country in the form of right to vote and be voted for during elections. In all 

honesty, the emphasis on participation by citizens in the forms of citizens standing to be voted for and 

voting for others in elections derives impetus from the recognition that “the will of the people shall be 

the basis of the authority of government”. Any observer of politics and democratic politics in Nigeria 

who lacks critical and analytic consciousness and thoroughness usually associated with intellectual 

curiosity can quickly observe and come to the conclusion that the rights of Nigerians to vote and be 

voted for in elections have consistently, violently and terribly been abused and violated in elections in 

Nigeria. One can say and say it authoritatively that elections in Nigeria are far from giving Nigerians 

hope and fulfillments that elections ought to give as elections in Nigeria terribly and epically come 

short of indexes that are in line with global best practices. Any development in politics and 

democratic politics of the state that results in the denial of the rights of the citizens through violence, 

intimidation, structural, managerial shortcomings or any other illegal and criminal manipulation of the 

electoral system and process where the rights of the citizens to participate in elections so as to have a 

voice in the formation of the government of the state constitutes a direct abuse of the human rights of 

the citizens.  

International global best practice makes it mandatory for citizens to participate and make their 

contributions in all matters of public interest and that the consent of the people shall be the basis upon 

which democratic governance of the people shall be based. By the provision of this international 

global best practice, practices where youths, politicians, traditional rulers, chiefs and government 

officials force citizens to vote for their anointed candidates and anointed political party during 

elections and where institutions charged with the responsibility to conduct free and fair elections 

indulge in practices that contradict the core and fundamental policy statements that guide their 

operations and existence and where the government in power changes rules with the intention to 
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favour one particular candidate and political party is a gross violation of the human rights of the 

people.  

Elections in Nigeria visibly bear the seals of the abuse of the fundamental human rights of the people 

of Nigeria as actions are consciously taken by major stakeholders to deny the people of their rights. 

Shaibu et al (2020) relied on reports and documentations of other scholars to chronicle abuse of the 

human rights of Nigerian during elections in Nigeria, starting from 2003 through 2019 and 

specifically noted that “disenfranchisement was rampant in 2003 general elections, serious abuses 

were perpetuated by members or supporters; procedural laxity in certain instances facilitated 

deliberate electoral abuses characterized by widespread violence, intimidation, harassment, bribing, 

vote rigging and corruption”. The above scholars were also careful to observe that in 2011 “youths 

chanting only Buhari rampaged through northern cities, killing supporters of Jonathan and burning 

down houses. At about 1000 people lost their lives far higher than the number killed during and after 

the heavily rigged election of 2007”. 

In the glaring view of everybody in 2023 general elections especially after the results of the 

presidential and national assembly elections were announced, some persons notably the Igbos residing 

in the South-West geo-political region of Nigeria particularly Lagos were threatened to the point of 

death and intimidated to the extent that direct orders were issued directing them to vote for a 

particular political party and candidate during the governorship and house of assembly elections or 

else get ready for the likely unpleasant consequences should they vote according to their conscience 

and freewill. Pockets of similar threats and intimidations were common experiences to the point that 

some communities resorted to metaphysics through imposing on everyone decisions and prescriptions 

reached in shrines and religious organizations. With Nigeria’s multi-ethnic, multi-religious, multi-

cultural and multi-religious compositions, these developments as indicated above have potentials that 

can undermine not only key features that are critical for the development of politics and democratic 

politics such as free expression of one’s conscience and freewill but also potentials that can 

undermine the development of politics, democracy, national integration, national development and the 

dwarfing or discrediting of Nigeria in the comity of states. Forcing people not to vote according to 

their conscience during elections is an aspect of human rights abuse.  

Intimidating voters not to come out to vote for candidates of their choice on election days is a 

violation and abuse of the fundamental human rights of the citizens not to freely choose who should 

govern them. In the same way as youths who intimidate voters from voting are guilty of violating the 

human rights of the citizens, are politicians and government officials guilty, who deny other 

politicians and political parties opportunities and facilities to campaign and opportunities to 

disseminate relevant political information to the citizens. What makes the actions of youths, 

politicians, political parties and government officials a human right abuse is that, campaigns and 

effective dissemination of information at political rallies or through the mass media are components 

of the electoral process as they are fundamental in disseminating vital political information about 

candidates and political parties and correspondingly stopping parties and politicians from informing 

the audience about their manifestoes and policies if voted into power is an infringement, abuse and 

violation of the fundamental human rights of the politician and the political party.  

We must point out that, the human rights of the people are violated and democracy threatened any 

time elections that are supposed to be held at constitutionally provided or prescribed intervals are 

shifted on ground of violent behaviours from youths, political parties, politicians and structural 

inefficiency on the part of the body charged with the responsibilities to conduct free, and fair elections 

as at when due. It is also an act of human rights abuse for people to consciously and deliberately 

resort to violence, coercion, physical harm or fight as a strategy to introduce confusion in the electoral 

process or electoral competition in order to favour a particular candidate or a particular political party. 

Behaviours such as attacks on politicians, offices of political parties, questionable disqualification of 

political opponents, wrongful invocation of law and the use of security agencies as instrument to 

witch hunt political enemies are part and parcel of clandestine strategies to arm twist and wrestle 

down opponents and correspondingly are human rights abuses. All these have become norms, 

traditions and constant variables in Nigeria’s political and electoral space.  
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CONCLUSIONS 

Participation of a people in their governance is the beauty of democracy and democracy is actualized 

through free and fair elections. It is becoming obvious that free and fair elections are becoming distant 

dreams or mirage in Nigeria as events in Nigeria’s electoral and democratic space are terribly and 

phenomenally shutting people out so much that the participation of the people in democratic politics is 

continuously decreasing on a daily basis due to epical and monumental frauds that stakeholders have 

systematically introduced and built into the electoral process. A sure and worrisome trend in these 

developments is that all electoral frauds are illegal, criminal and correspondingly constitute 

phenomenal infringements on the fundamental human rights of the people. In fact, all electoral frauds 

are acts of abuse or acts of violation of the human rights of the people.  

It is correct and remains correct that electoral frauds in the political and democratic process do not 

pop up and perpetuate themselves into the democratic political space, rather they are introduced and 

perpetuated by the various key and major stakeholders in democratic politics into the game and 

changing the narratives for the better where the prevalence of electoral frauds can be minimized can 

start with creating the right awareness on the consequences and dangers of electoral frauds and 

providing the citizens sufficient knowledge and education on the right steps to take so as to banish 

electoral frauds from the political space. This is absolutely necessary because, why electoral frauds 

exist is that citizens lack effective and functional knowledge of the dynamics of the game of politics 

and the modes of operation of democracy. What gives credence or attests to the truth of this assertion 

is that, citizens lack knowledge of politics and the modus operandi of democracy, hence, they 

continuously and constantly fall prey to the tricks and manipulations of politicians the moment the 

politicians are in power. Providing the right education to the citizens can enable them to become 

aware that power and authority in politics and democratic politics, in all ramifications belongs to them 

and they can wisely use it to get all what they want for their sustainable development and the 

sustainable development of their state.  

Apart from providing education for the masses and through this way checkmate the prevalence of 

electoral frauds, something can be done by way  of repositioning institutions of the state that are key 

for the effective functioning of democracy, politics and democratic institutions in Nigeria. One key 

institution in this regard is the judiciary. Stakeholders in politics and democratic politics look up to the 

judiciary as the next point of call for the resolution of issues and misunderstandings that may arise 

from electoral contests. The official declaration of governments and major stakeholders in election 

matters in Nigeria that any aggrieved person or persons should go to the court attests to the 

recognition that is given to the judiciary especially in elections and electoral frauds matters. It is 

necessary and fundamental that one presses it on members of the judiciary that this sacred recognition 

should challenge them to live up to expectations, bearing in mind that they owe God-Almighty and 

the society that moral responsibility to uphold the truth by dispensing justice that can guarantee 

morally justifiable peace and stability in the society. To this end, the judiciary should shun 

compromise, bribery, nepotism and favouritism in all elections and electoral frauds issues but should 

remain upright on conviction that everyone is looking up to it for the sustenance of democracy and 

good governance in Nigeria.  

Lastly, the mass media as the fourth realm in government have responsibilities in all genuine efforts to 

minimize electoral frauds in Nigeria. This, they can do by giving unbiased information to the masses 

and adequate publicity to electoral processes in particular and election generally. The mass media can 

exclusively focus on highlighting the various human rights abuses that are associated with electoral 

frauds especially the implications of such human rights abuses for democracy and the image of 

Nigeria in assembly of civilized states or comity of states.  
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