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ABSTRACT 

Conflict is popularly acknowledged as characteristic of human society, however, during the 21st 

Century there has been an unprecedented rise in the rate of conflicts globally, and including in 

Nigeria. Specifically, this paper seeks to analyse the global conflicts and how they impact on the 

security of Nigeria. These conflicts which are often witnessed interstate or intrastate manifest in forms 

of terrorism, ethnic conflicts, civil wars and special operations warfare; and they increasingly affect 

the level of poverty and safety of the civilian population as well as women and children. The paper 

further examines how global conflicts impacted on security in Nigeria, for example how the ISIS and 

Al Qaeda inspired the Boko Haram and ISWAP terrorist activities in Nigeria. This paper emphasizes 

that conflicts threaten the nationhood, and peace and prosperity of nations including Nigeria. This is 

because conflicts have social, economic and political implication for every country. This study relied 

on secondary data and adopted historical methods in the analysis of data. The major finding is that 

global conflicts have greatly encouraged conflicts within Nigeria, therefore giving them international 

pigmentations. Thus, the management of conflicts in Nigeria elicits internal reengineering in terms of 

deepening democracy, regional cooperation and global cooperation. 

Keywords: Conflict, Conflict Analysis, Insecurity, Globalism. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Political theorist, Francis Fukuyama famously proclaimed that the end of the Cold War marked the 

“end of history” a triumph of capitalist liberal Western democracy over competing ideologies. It was 

believed that 21st century would be a globalized post-conflict society moving in deterministic concert 

towards a collective peace and prosperity. But Fukuyama’s thesis was profoundly challenged by the 

September 11, 2001 attacks and the subsequent United States war on terrorism as well as other global 

conflicts (Michael, 2021). 

In the 21st century, conflicts have increased sharply, especially since 2010. In 2015, the number of 

ongoing conflicts increased to 50 compared to 41 in 2014. Also, inter-personal violence and gang 

violence kill many more people than political violence as half a million people are killed by inter-

personal violence each and that makes 1,300 people a day. This is nine times the number of lives lost 

in open warfare (Alexander, 2014). However, interpersonal violence and political violence tend to be 

increasingly inter-related, particularly where institutions are weak and social norms have become 

tolerant of violence (Alexander, 2014)). 

Moreover, evidence has shown that conflicts are increasingly affecting civilians. It is estimated that 

close to 90% of current war casualties are civilians, the majority being women and children compared 

to a century ago when 90% of those who lost their lives were military personnel. Contextual factors, 
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including post- conflict situations have increased women’s vulnerability to violence (Global Status 

Report, 2014). 

Conflicts, both inter-personal and political conflicts exact a high cost on the economy. The aggregate 

economic and financial costs of conflict in 2014 was estimated to be $14.3 billion or 13.4 % of the 

global economy (Institute for Economics and Peace, 1000, n d) Studies have also shown that 90% of 

the last decade’s civil wars occurred in countries that have already had civil wars in the last years. 

More than half of all countries affected by on-going conflicts are also affected by protracted armed 

conflicts persisting for more than ten (10) years. These conflicts in most cases crosses the borders, 

such as the spill over of the Boko-Haram violence which has spread from Nigeria to Niger, Chad and 

Cameroon (Centre for Systemic Peace, n d).  

Conflict and violence have multiple dimensions such as land issues, violent ideology, eviction 

problems as well as migration or population movement. The annual policy of different drivers can 

come together to create a major open conflict. The dimensions of conflict charted across all 21st 

century conflicts show more than 300 deaths per country (DEC Policy Research Report, 2014, United 

Nations.). 

Also, the poor are increasingly concentrated in countries affected by violence and prolonged conflicts 

as it keeps countries poor. A civil war costs a medium sized developing country the equivalent of 30 

years of GDP growth and it takes 20 years for trade levels to return to pre-war levels (DEC Policy 

Research Report, 2014, United Nations.). 

Conflicts can be categorized into four; the first is those imposed and escalated by the global political 

strategic and developmental dynamics, including the role of great powers. Second are those invited 

and strategically induced in inter-state engagements. Third are those precipitated and nurtured by the 

internal political turbulence, socio-cultural fault-lines and developmental distortions.  Fourth are those 

inflicted by the forces and factors from outside the region (George H. & Ramesh, 2011.). 

Finally, the 21st century has seen a greatly reduced battle death rate when compared to similar time 

span in the previous century. This is because open warfare between the armies of nation states have 

become increasingly rare in the 21st century. Whether this development is as a result of increased 

respect for international law and therefore the sovereignty of others is debatable. In its stead, 

terrorism, ethnic conflict, civil wars and special operations warfare have accounted for the bulk of 

non-state, intra-state and inter-state violence (Michael, 2021). 

 

Conceptual Clarification 

Conflict 
Pathshala has argued that conflict means any contradiction or clash of interest between two persons or 

groups. It is an expression of hostility and negative attitudes, dispute, aggression, rivalry and 

misunderstanding (a conflict is conflict). Francis J. defines conflict as the pursuit of incompatible 

interests and goals by different groups. Conflicts mostly depicted as if it is totally negative. This is not 

always the case. Depending on how it is handled, it can either be constructive (positive) or destructive 

(negative). Conflicts can be used to explore different solutions to a problem and stimulating creativity. 

In situations where conflict is destructive, it can hinder progress in the society (a conflict is conflict, 

http://engp.inflibnet.). 

Conflict analyses is a structured process of analysis to understand conflict, focusing on the conflict 

profile (history of the conflict), the actors involved and their perspectives, the structural and 

proximate causes and the dynamics of how these elements interact (Conflict Sensitivity consortium, 

2012). Disagreements and conflicts are inevitable everyday occurrences, and their resolutions can 

result in constructive change, conflicts are often analyzed in terms of inter-personal group or 

community and national level and also in terms of how those levels interact with each other (Sian, 

2017). 

Insecurity 

With some of the forces that had elected him to power. The eastern third of the DRC became a battle 

field. The armies of Angola, Namibia, Chad, Sudan and Zimbabwe backed Kabila’s Congolese 

government forces, while troops from Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda supported anti-Kabila rebels. 

Mass rapes were reported in areas of conflict and large sections of the DRC were stripped off 

resources as organized combats between professional armies gave way to brigandage and plunder. An 
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estimated Three Million, Eight Hundred Thousand people (3,800,000), mostly civilians were killed in 

the fight or died of disease and malnutrition as a result of the conflict (https://www.brillanica.com.uk 

). 

The Darfur Conflict (2003 - 2008)  
In early 2003, rebel groups took up arms against the Khartoum based regime of Sudanese president, 

Omar Al-Bashir, igniting long standing tensions in the Darfur region of Western Sudan. The conflict 

erupted into what the United States’ government later described as the first genocide of the 21st 

century ((https://www.brillanica.com.uk). After rebel groups scored a string of high profiled victories 

against the Sudanese military, the Sudanese government equipped and supported Arab militias that 

came to be known as Janja Weed. The Janja weed conducted a targeted campaign of terrorism and 

ethnic cleansing against the civilian population of Darfur, killing at least 300,000 people and 

displacing nearly three million (https://www.brillanica.com.uk). 

In 2008, a joint United Nations and African Union peace-keeping force was able to restore a 

semblance of order to the region. On March 4, 2009, the International Criminal Court (ICC) issued an 

arrest warrant for Bashir, the first time that the ICC sought the arrest of a seating Head of State, 

charging him with war crimes and crimes against humanity. The investigation was however, 

suspended in December, 2014 because of a lack of co-operation within the United Nations Security 

Council (https://www.brillanica.com.uk). 

The Tigray War (2020 - Present) 
This is an on-going armed conflict that began on 21st November, 2020 in the Tigray region of 

Ethiopia. The special force of the Tigray regional government are fighting against Ethiopian National 

Defense Forces (ENDF) (https://www.brillanica.com.uk). 

In 2019, to distance the country from ethnic federalism, and ethnic nationalist politics, Prime Minister 

Ably Ahmed merged the region-based constituent parties of the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 

Democratic Front (EPRDF) coalition and several opposition parties into his new propriety party. The 

Tigray People’s Liberation (TPLF), a political powerful entity that had dominated Ethiopia’s politics 

for 27 years as a repressive regime refused to join the new party (BBC News, 2020). 

The TPLF then alleged that Ably Ahmed became an illegitimate ruler because the general elections 

were postponed due to the on-going Covid-19 pandemic. The TPLF went ahead with regional 

elections in Tigray in September, 2020 in defiance of the Federal government, which then declared 

the election illegal. War broke out and the Federal government captured Mekelle, the capital of Tigray 

region (The rise and fall of Ethiopia’s TPLF from rebels to rulers and back, the burden, 25 Nov., 

2020). According to the United Nations, some 2.3 million children have been cut-off from desperately 

needed and humanitarian assistance, while about 4.5 million people are in need of aid but cannot be 

reached because of ongoing fighting (OCHA: UNO, 2021). 

The War against Al-Shabaab (Somalia and Kenya) 
Al-Shabaab is a terrorist jihadist fundamentalist group based in East Africa and Yemen. The group 

has been suspected of having link with Al-Qaeda in Islamic Maghreb and Boko Haram (Human 

Watch, December 2018). The group describes itself as waging Jihad against enemies of Islam, and is 

in combat with the Federal Government of Somalia and African Union Mission to Somalia. Emerging 

from the ashes of the anarchic failed state in Somalia, the group with up to 9,000 militants, controls 

territories in Southern and Central Somalia ((Human Watch, December 2018). 

In 2011, after continuous cross border attacks by Al-Shabaab, Kenya decided to intervene in Somalia 

and presently Kenya has more than 4,000 troops on Somalian soil, contributing 22,000 African Union 

troops in the fight against Al-Shabaab. The militant group has carried out retaliatory attacks against 

Kenyan forces and threatened continuous attacks as long as Kenya forces remains in Somalia. In 

2013, the West Gate shopping mall in Kenya was attacked and 67 people were killed. In 2014, they 

also attacked a bus travelling to Nairobi carrying 60 passengers, and 28 non-Muslims on board were 

killed, while in 2015, Al- Shabaab also raided Garissa University and murdered 148 people, mostly 

students (Muchahid, 16 January, TRT War). 

The War Against Boko-Haram 
The Boko-Haram insurgency began in July 2009, when the jihadist group, Boko-Haram started an 

armed rebellion against the government of Nigeria. The conflict takes place within the context of 
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long-standing issues of religious violence between Nigeria’s Muslim and Christian communities, and 

the insurgent’s ultimate aim is to establish an Islamic state in the region (Adama, 2009). 

Boko-Haram’s initial uprising failed and its leader, Muhammed Yusuf was killed by the Nigerian 

government (The Guardian, February 2016). The movement consequently fractured into autonomous 

groups and started insurgency. Though rebel commander, Abubakar Shekau managed to acquire a 

kind of primacy among the insurgents, Shekau became the insurgent’s de facto leader and mostly kept 

the different Boko-Haram factions from fighting each other, instead focusing on overthrowing the 

Nigerian government. Supported by other jihadist organizations, including Al-Qaeda and Al-Shabaab, 

Shekau’s tactics were marked by extreme brutalities and explicit targeting of civilians (The Guardian, 

February 2016). 

The violence escalated dramatically in 2014, with 10,849 deaths and Boko- Haram seized large areas 

in Northern Nigeria. At the same time, the violence spread to neighbouring Cameroon, Chad and 

Niger. Thus, becoming a major regional conflict (Nathaniel, 2019). They were however, forced to 

retreat into the Sambisa Forest bases at Lake Chad by a Nigerian led coalition of African and Western 

States in 2015. 

Meanwhile, Shekau attempted to improve his international standing among jihadist by tactically 

aligning with the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levants (ISIL) in March 2015, with Boko-Haram 

becoming the Islamic State’s West African Province (ISWAP) (Nathaniel, 2019). However, 

discontent about various issues grew among them and the dissidents allied themselves with ISIL’s 

command and challenged Shekau’s leadership resulting in a violent split of the insurgents. Since then, 

Shekau and his group are generally known as Boko-Haram whereas the dissidents continued to 

operate as ISWAP under Abu Musab Al-Bamawi. (Nathaniel, 2019).  

The kidnapping of over 200 girls from their school in Chibok in April 2014 drew international 

attention to the on-going threat by Boko-Haram and the government’s inability to contain it. 

Following negotiations between Boko- Haram and the Nigerian government, 103 of the Chibok girls 

were later released but many are still in captivity (https://www.cfr.org>Boko-Haram-in-Nigeria). The 

casualty figures from the activities of Boko-Haram has been very high. Nearly 350,000 people have 

been killed in the North-East Nigeria since 2009, about 3,000,000 have been displaced, while more 

than 310,000 have become refugees (https://www.cfr.org>Boko-Haram-in-Nigeria). 

Between 2014 and 2015, more than 20,000 people were killed as a result of Boko-Haram insurgency, 

making it one of the deadliest in Africa. However, the numbers of casualties attributed to the group 

fell dramatically between 2016 and 2018 as 2,000 were killed per year as a result of the conflicts, 

which is a fifth of the total of 2015 (Michael, https://www.britanka.com>list,). 

The Boko-Haram’s most violent years were 2014 and 2015, but not for security forces. In 2018, 

Boko-Haram killed 459 members of Nigeria’s State Security Forces, exceeding its previous total of 

450 in 2014. In 2019, the insurgents caused 750 security forces casualties which is close to double of 

any prior year (Michael, https://www.britanka.com>list,). The decline in violence can almost be 

entirely attributed to shift in Boko- Haram’s strategy, which has led to the deaths of fewer civilians 

and militants. Also, unlike the past where the group conducted its attacks across much of North 

Eastern Nigeria, now its operation are more center squared around Lake Chad 

(https://www.brillanica.com-the-Afghanistan-war). 

 

Major Conflicts in Asia 

The Afghanistan War (2001 – 2014) 
The Afghanistan War was an internal conflict in Afghanistan which began in 2001 and was triggered 

by the September, 11 attack on the USA (https://www.brillanica.com-the-Afghanistan-war). The war 

consisted of three phases: The first phase had to do with the toppling of the Taliban which was the 

ultra-conservative political and religious fraction that ruled Afghanistan and provided sanctuary to Al-

Qaeda perpetrators of the September, 11 attack. This phase lasted for just two months. The second 

phase lasted from 2002 until 2008 and was marked by a US strategy of defeating the Taliban military 

and rebuilding core institutions of the Afghanistan state. The third phase which began in 2008 was 

marked by a classic counter insurgency doctrine and effort to re-integrate insurgents into Afghan 

society. By the time the United States and NATO combat mission formally ended in December 2014, 
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the 13 years Afghanistan war had become the longest war ever fought by the United States 

(https://www.brillanica.com-the-Afghanistan-war). 

In terms of the human cost of the war, the Americans suffered a high casualty figure of 6,294 which is 

even much lower than the Afghanistan military and police with a casualty figure of 66,000. As for the 

alleged service members including NATO members the casualty figure was 1,144 while the 

Afghanistan civilians that were killed numbered about 47,245. The Taliban fights also suffered a high 

casualty figure if 51,191 while 444 aid workers and 72 journalists were also lost to the war 

(https://www.brillanica.com-the-Afghanistan-war). Financially, the Afghanistan war has also caused 

the United States greatly. The estimated amount of direct Afghanistan and Iraq war which the United 

States has debt financed as of 2020 was 2 trillion dollars (https://www.usnews.com>articles- the cost 

of the Afghanistan war). 

The Myanmar Crisis (2021) 
The protest in Myanmar, which is locally known as the Spring Revolution began in early 2021 in 

opposition to the coup d’etat on 1 February, staged by Min Aung Hiang, the commander-in-chief of 

the country’s armed forces (Global News, 2021). The democratically elected members of the 

Myanmar ruling party, the National League for Democracy (NLD) were deposed by the Tatmadaw, 

Myanmar’s military, which vested power in a stratocracy, the state’s administrative council. 

The coup took place amid the Covid-19 pandemic. Myanmar was struggling with one of the worst 

outbreaks in South East Asia, owing to its poor health infrastructures and on-going internal conflicts. 

The country’s economy has also been greatly affected by the pandemic, shrinking by 5% (Corona 

Virus Testing collapses in Myanmar after coup, March 2021). 

The Myanmar’s crisis and protest has been marked by labour strikes, civil disobedience, massive 

movements and migrations. The military has also engaged in violent use of force to suppress protest. 

As at May 2021, at least 818 protestants and bystanders, of which at least 44 were children have been 

killed by military or police forces and at least 4,296 people have been detained (Carly, 2021).  

Indo-Pakistani War (1947- till present) 
Since the partition of India and the subsequent dominions of India and Pakistan, the two countries 

have been involved in wars, conflicts and military stand offs. A long running dispute over Kashmir 

and cross-border terrorism have been the predominant cause of conflict between the two states. With 

continued violence in Kashmir a heightened threat of terrorist activities by Pakistan-based militant 

groups, tensions and concerns over a serious military confrontation between the two nuclear armed 

neighbours remain high (https://en.m.wikipedia.org.Indo-Pakistan-wars-aid-conflicts). In February 

2019, an attack on the convoy of Indian Peace Military Forces in India controlled Kashmir, killed at 

least 40 soldiers, it was the deadliest attack in Kashmir in three decades. By August 2019, India 

deployed tens of thousands of additional troops and paramilitary forces to the region. Consequently, 

India administered Kashmir has remained under lockdown with internet and phone services 

intermittently cut off and thousands of people detained (https://en.m.wikipedia.org.Indo-Pakistan-

wars-aid-conflicts). 

 

Major Conflicts in the Middle-East 

The Iraq War (2003-2011) 
The Iraq war is also called the Second Gulf war, and it was a conflict in Iraq that consisted of two 

phases: The first of these was a brief conventionally fought war between March and April, 2003 in 

which combine forces of troops from the United States and Great Britain (with several other 

contingents from several other countries) invaded Iraq and rapidly defeated the Iraq military and para-

military forces (https://www.britanka.com.Iraq-war-the-surge). 

The second phase was a protracted armed conflict that lasted until 2011. The war led to the overthrow 

of authoritative government of Saddam Hussein by the United States led coalition and the insurgency 

that emerged challenged both the coalition forces and the post-invasion Iraq government. An 

estimated 151,000 to 1,133,000 Iraqis were killed within the first three to five years of the conflict. 

The United States troops were officially withdrawn in 2011, but they became re-involved in 2014 as 

the head of a new coalition (https://www.britanka.com). The invasion occurred as part of the President 

George Bush administration’s war on terror, following the September 11 attacks. The insurgency and 

many dimensions of the conflict have continued (https://en.m.wikipedia.org. Iraq war). 
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Israeli-Palestinian Conflict (1948 - Present) 
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is one of the world’s most enduring conflicts and it has lasted for 56 

years. The history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict began with establishment of the state of Israel in 

1948. The inter-communal violence in mandated Palestine between Israel and Arabs, which started 

from the 1920s erupted in full scale hostilities in the 1948 civil war (https://en.m.wikipedia.org. Iraq 

war). The root of the conflict can also be traced to the rise of nationalist movements, including 

Zionism and Arab nationalism. The Zionist movement called for the establishment of a nation state 

for the Jewish people in Palestine but Zionist ambitions were increasingly identified as a threat by the 

Arab leaders in Palestine. Consequently, hostilities broke out which has led to several wars between 

Israel and the Arabs, including the 1948 War of Independence, the 1956 Suez Canal crisis, the Six-

day War of 1967, the Yom Kipper war of 1973, the Battle of Gaza of 2007 and several others 

(https://en.m.wikipedia.org. Iraq war). 

The hallmark of the conflict has been the level of violence witnessed for nearly its entire duration. 

Casualties have not been restricted to the regular military, as there is a large number of civilian 

fatalities on both sides. According to the Stockholm International Peace research Institute, 13,000 

Israelis and Palestinians were killed in the conflict with each other between 1948 and 1997. Other 

estimates give 14.500 killed between 1948 and 2009. Palestinian fatalities during the 1982 Lebanon 

war were 2000 PLO (Palestinians Liberation Organization) combatants killed in armed conflict with 

Israel. The Israeli Human Right Group, B’TSLEM also reported that since 2000, a total of 77.454 

Palestinians and Israelis were killed due to the conflict (https://en.m.wikipedia.org. Iraq war). 

The Yemeni Civil War (2014 - Present) 

The Yemeni Civil war is an on-going multi-sided civil war that began in late 2014 mainly between the 

Abdrabbah Mansur Hadi-led Yemeni government and the Houthi Armid movement along with their 

supporters and allies (Abdul-Aziz, 2015). Both claims to constitute the official government of 

Yemeni. The civil war when Houthi forces took over the capital city Sanaa, which was followed by 

the rapid Houthi takeover of government on the 21st March, 2015, the Houthi led Supreme 

Revolutionary Committee declared a general mobilization, overthrew Hadi and expanded their control 

by driving into Southern provinces (Toronto Star, 25 March, 2015). 

The Houthi offensive allied with Military forces loyal to Saleh began fighting the next day in Lahij 

governorate. By 25, March Lahij fell to the Houthrs and they reached the outskirts of Aden, the seat of 

power for Hadi’s government. Hadi fled the country the same day. Concurrently, a coalition led by 

Saudi Arabia launched military operations by using airstrikes to restore the former Yemeni 

government. Although there was no direct interaction by Iran who support the Houthis, the conflict 

has been widely seen as an extension of the Iran-Saudi proxy conflict and as a means to combat 

influence in the region (McKernam, The Guardian, 21 November, 2018). 

According to ACLED, over 100,000 people have been killed in Yemen, including more than 12,000 

civilians. Also, an estimate of more than 85,000 have died as a result of an ongoing famine due to 

war. In 2018, the United Nations warned that 13million Yemeni Civilians face starvation in what it 

says could become “the worst famine in the world in 100 years” (BBC, October 2018). 

 

Major Crisis in America 

The September, 11 Attack (2001) 
The September, 11 attack, were a series of coordinated terrorist attacks by the Wahhabi Islamist 

terrorist group called Al-Qaeda against the United States. On the morning of Tuesday, September 11, 

2001, Four hijacked commercial airlines were employed as suicide bombers in the attacks. Two of the 

planes levelled the twin towers of the World Trade Centre and collapsed many of the surrounding 

buildings in New York City, the third plane destroyed a large section of the Pentagon outside 

Washington DC while the fourth plane crashed in the southern Pennsylvania Country side 

(https://en.m.wikipedia.org- September 11 attacks.). 

President George Bush responded by calling for a global war on terrorism. Identifying exiled Saudi 

Arabian millionaire and terrorist, Osama Bin Laden as the primary suspect for the act, United States 

built an international coalition against Osama Bin Laden and his network, Al-Qaeda. It was also 

against the Taliban government of Afghanistan which had harbored Osama Bin Laden and his 

followers. After evading capture for almost a decade, Bin Laden was located in Pakistan in 2011 and 
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killed during the United States Military raid (https://www.britanica.com- The 21st Century the George 

W. Bush Administration). 

The destruction of the World Trade Centre and nearby infrastructure seriously harmed the economy of 

New York and created global economic recession. The attacks resulted in 2,977 fatalities, over 25,000 

injuries and substantial long-term health consequences, in addition to at least $10 billion in 

infrastructure and property damage. The attacks saw the single deadliest incident for fire fighters and 

law enforcement officers in the history of United States with 340 and 72 killed respectively. It also 

remains the deadliest terrorist attack in human history (Morgan, 2009). 

The Crisis in Venezuela (2010 - present) 

The crisis in Venezuela during the Bolivian Revolution is an ongoing socio-economic and political 

crisis that began in Venezuela during the presidency of Hugo Chavez and has continued since. It is 

marked by hyperinflation, escalating starvation, diseases, crime and mortality rape, resulting in 

massive emigration from the country (Larner, 2018). According to the New York Times, the situation 

is the worst economic crises in Venezuela’s history. The crisis under the Maduno government, 

growing more severe as a result of low oil prices in early 2015 (Mariana, n d.). 

The government has responded to the crisis by denying its existence and violently repressing 

opposition. Extra-judicial killings by the Special Action Forces in 2017, with at least 5,287 killings by 

the Special Action Forces in 2017, and at least another 1,569 killings recorded in the first six months 

of 2019 (https://wikipedia.com-crises in Venezuela,). 

The crisis has affected the life of the average Venezuelan at all levels. By 2017, hunger had escalated 

to the point where almost 25% of the population had lost an average of over 8kg in weight and more 

than half did not have income to meet their basic food need (https://wikipedia.com-crises in 

Venezuela). A United Nations report estimated in March 2019 that 94% of Venezuelans lived in 

poverty and by 2021 almost 25% of Venezuela's 5.4 million had left their country. Venezuela leads 

the world in murder rates, with 81.4 per 100,000 people killed in 2018, making it the third most 

violent country in the world. (Fedonov, 2019). 

 

Major Crisis in Europe 

The War in Donbas (2014) 
The war in Donbas is an armed conflict in the Donbas region of Ukraine a part of the Ukrainian crisis 

and the broader Russo-Ukrainian war. From the beginning of March 2014, in the aftermath of the 

2014 Ukrainian Revolution and the Euromaidan Movement, protests by Russia-backed anti-

government separation groups took in the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts of Ukraine, collectively called 

the Donbas region (South China Morning Post, Feb. 2017). 

The demonstrations which followed the February-March 2014 annexation of Crimea by the Russian 

Federation, and which were part of a wide group of concurrent protests across southern and eastern 

Ukraine, escalated into an armed conflict between the specialist forces of the self-declared Donetsk 

and Luhansk Peoples Republic (DPR and LPR respectively) and the Ukrainian government. While the 

initial protests were initially native expressions of discontent with the New Ukrainian government, 

Russia took advantage of this to launch a coordinated political and military campaign against Ukraine 

(South China Morning Post, Feb. 2017). 

The number of confirmed fatalities caused by the war was between 13,000- 13,200 as at mid-February 

2020. By the end of January, 2021, the United Nations confirmed 3,375 civilians had been killed in 

the conflict. 312 of the civilian deaths were foreigners, 298 being passengers and crew of Malaysia 

Airlines flight 17. The Ukrainian forces had lost a confirmed total of 4,539 servicemen by mid-April 

2021, while the specialist had lost 1,400 men at the beginning of February, 2015 

(https://en.m.wikipedia.org-Russo-Georgian-war). 

Russo-Georgian War (2008) 
The Russo-Georgian War was a war between Georgia, Russia and the Russian backed self-proclaimed 

republics of South Ossetia and Abiahazia. The war took place in 2008 following a period of 

worsening relations between Russia and Georgia, both former constituent Republics of the Soviet 

Union. The fighting took place in the strategically important Transcaucasia region. It was regarded as 

the first European war of the 21st century. https://en.m.wikipedia.org-Russo-Georgian-war.The 

republic of Georgia had declared its independence in early 1991 as the Soviet Union began to fall 
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apart. Amidst this backdrop, a war between Georgia and the separatists left parts of the former south 

Ossetian Autonomous oblast under the de facto control of Russian backed but internationally 

unrecognized separatists. Following the war, Russia accused Georgia of committing genocide in 

South Ossetia and claimed that up to 2,000 Ossetian civilians were killed by Georgian forces. The war 

displaced 192,000 people including both Ossetians and Georgians. Although many were able to go 

back to their homes after the war, but a year later around 30,000 ethnic Georgians were still uprooted 

and as at May 2014, 20,272 were still displaced. https://en.m.wikipedia.org-Russo-Georgian-war. 

The Russian-Ukrainian War 
The Russian-Ukrainian war dates back to 2014. There was a revolt in Ukraine in response to the 

government’s delay in signing an agreement with the European Union. Former Ukrainian President 

Yanukovych was pressured by Russia not to sign it and was ousted by the Ukrainian parliament soon 

after. For the past eight years tensions have remained tight between the two countries. The most 

recent major development in the conflict occurred on February 24, 2022. 

According to the office of the United Nations Commissioner for Human Rights, there have been about 

11,000 recorded civilian casualties in the country. This only takes “verified incidents” into 

consideration, so the actual number is most likely considerably higher. The war has affected more 

countries than just the two parties directly involved. Around the world, inflation and prices of 

necessities such as oil and food have skyrocketed, affecting the economies of many countries. This 

conflict has also threatened food security in predominantly African nations, Nigeria being one of them 

(Kirby, BBC, 2021). 

 

The Impact of Conflicts 
The impact of conflicts can be long term or short term (https://en.m.wikipedia.org-Russo-Georgian-

war). Conflicts have Social, economic and Political impact on the society: 

Social Impact 
In times of armed conflicts, women and children suffer unspeakable atrocities. Both soldiers and 

civilians also suffer losses, although present day wars generally take a larger toll on civilians due to 

increasing trend where combatants have made targeting civilians as strategic objective. Also, the 

destruction of infrastructure can create a catastrophic collapse in the social interrelated structure, 

infrastructure services, education and healthcare system. The destruction of schools and educational 

facilities have led to a decline in education among many countries affected by war. Armed conflicts 

tend to generate conditions for increased morbidity and mortality (Shank, The Huffington Post, 2017). 

In Nigeria, for example, Boko Haram forcibly displaces people, further aggravating the food security 

crises. The displacement often results in camps spring up around the country for internally displaced 

people. There is often not enough food to support the influx of migrants, and they are sometimes 

difficult to reach due to the proximity of the terrorist organization. 

Sometimes humanitarian groups are unable to access these displaced people due to threats to their 

own lives. Furthermore, it is difficult to help these internally displaced people in need, because it is 

challenging to count and locate them. Insurgent groups strike fear in people and can inhibit them from 

going about their normal daily lives. There is the fear of the destruction of the markets and common 

areas, resulting in a surplus of supply with no demand or surplus of demand without supply. Farmers 

may not return to their farms to tend to their crops for fear of being kidnapped or killed. 

Economic Impact 
The economy also suffers devastating impacts during and after a time of war. According to Shank, 

“negative unintended consequences occur either concurrently with the war or develop as residual 

effects afterwards thereby impeding the economy over the larger term”. In 2012, the economic impact 

of war and violence was estimated to be 11% of world product (TWP) or $9.46 trillion. When people 

become displaced, they cannot continue to work or keep their businesses open, thereby causing 

damage to the economy of the country involved. Moreover, a government may decide to direct money 

to fund war efforts, thereby leaving other institutions with little or no available budget. The labour 

force of the economy also changes due to the movement of refugees and displacement and this affects 

productivity (The Institute for Economics and Peace, 2012). In Nigeria, the incessant conflict has 

disrupted economic activities, thereby increasing the poverty level (Mercy, 2021). Trading, farming 
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and other economic activities cannot go on as usual. Conflicts also create fears in the minds of 

investors which lead to the postponing of investments (Adeleke & Julius, 2021). 

Political Impact 
Armed conflicts often affect the government structures along with the people in power of the 

government. Many times, one regime is removed and new forms of government are put in place. This 

change in government was apparent in Rwanda in 1993 when the genocide finally stopped. They 

shifted from dictatorship to pure democracy and gave both men and women the right to vote. The 

country also installed a quota system where a certain number of government seats must belong to 

women (Garnet, 2016). In Nigeria, conflicts have led to the breakdown of political institutions as well 

as weak enforcement of the law, which is detrimental to the development of the country (Mueller, 

2016). 

 

CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, the 21st century has seen a sharp increase in global conflicts as armed conflicts kills at 

least 1,300 people per day. This is especially so in countries where institutions are weak and social 

norms have become tolerant of violence. The 21st century has also seen an increase in the number of 

civilian casualties, and majority are women and children. These conflicts escalated and became 

violent because of inadequate channels for dialogue and also as a result of instability, injustice and 

fear. They have also exacted a very high cost on different aspects of these societies. The destruction of 

schools and educational facilities have led to a decline in education among many countries affected by 

war. The economy also suffers because war keeps countries poor and it takes about 30 years to return 

to pre-war levels. Moreover, armed conflicts often lead to the deposition of governments and this can 

cause instability. In Nigeria particularly, conflicts have affected the means of livelihood of many, 

especially those inhabiting conflict related areas. Conflicts have also resulted in a larger number of 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) especially women and children who have become widows and 

orphans. It further puts pressure on the weak health sector in Nigeria as a result of the casualties of the 

war and the injured. Many children living in the North-East and other conflict prone areas have been 

exposed to arms and armed conflicts which have resulted in both physical and psychological injury. 

For some other children, they’ve had to drop out of school because of the conflicts. 
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