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ABSTRACT 

Strict adherence to rule of law and judicious application of crime prevention strategies are not just 

necessary but compulsory for attainment of meaningful socio-economic development. The economic 

theory is to the effect that crime must decrease to enable socio-economic growth. The general view is that 

crime and non-adherence to the principles of rule of law hinder socio-economic development. This article 

analyzes the importance of reliance on rule of law and crime prevention in achievement of socio-

economic development. It argues that non-compliance with rule of law and flagrant disregard to crime 

prevention strategies are the bane of meaningful socio-economic development in Nigeria. This reasoning 

is derived from a cursory observation of the irresponsible attitude of successive governments of Nigeria 

with respect to rule of law and crime prevention which ultimately led to abysmal socio-economic 

development. Projecting into the future, the article analyzes some of the challenges to socio-economic 

development in Nigeria, arguing that the challenges are numerous but surmountable. 

Keywords: Rule, law, crime, prevention and development. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Though rule of law, crime prevention and socio-economic development advocates in Nigeria are on the 

increase, the pace has been exceedingly lethargic. Despite public outcry and widespread condemnation of 

the current state of things as unacceptable and the false promises by government of a new way forward, 

the hopes, aspirations and yearnings of the people remain largely unmet. Achievements made so far, is at 

best minimal as there continues to be flagrant disregard to the dictates of the law, increase in corrupt 

practices and other social vices too numerous to mention here. Yet, while all these are quite 

understandable in the context of irresponsibility on the part of government and failure to accept 

fundamental obligations to the citizenry and to a larger extent embezzlement of public fund, it is also 

demonstrative of obstacles confronting rule of law, crime prevention and socio-economic development in 

Nigeria. Despite the fact that there are constitutional provisions on the rule of law and crime prevention in 

Nigeria, it seems that there is no clear legal foundation upon which socio-economic rights claims could be 

asserted. 

However, socio-economic developments are paramount for peaceful co-existence in any human society. 

Probably, Nigeria leaders mistakes socio-economic development for socio-economic rights that are non 

justifiable in accordance with the constitution1 otherwise, how else can one explain the monumental 

abuses of human rights, disregard to rule of law and uncontrollable incidences of crime in Nigeria. To 

further emasculate the hallowed principles of Rule of Law the government selects the decisions of the 

court to obey and the one not to obey. Consequently, human rights of the citizens especially the poor are 

grossly violated. This attitude has left the citizens to their fate. 

__________________________ 
 1 See sec. 6 of the constitution, Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 as amended.  
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This article analyzes the importance of placing reliance on rule of law and adopting crime prevention 

strategies to ensure adequate socio-economic development in Nigeria. It argues that strict adherence to 

fundamental principles of rule of law and adoption of proper crime prevention strategies are condicio sine 

qua non for socio-economic development in Nigeria as rule of law ensures peaceful socio-economic 

development.  

Part one of this work is an analysis of the principles of rule of law. It argues that the supremacy of the 

laws of the land and adherence thereto can ensure even development and peaceful co-existence in a nation 

with multiplicity of ethnic groups like ours. Part two is a deliberate attempt to look at the concept of crime 

prevention in modern policing responsibilities. It contends that corruption rather than paucity of fund, is 

the major impediment to socio-economic development in Nigeria. It argues that security of lives and 

properties placed in proper perspective is a catalyst to socio-economic development. Finally this work 

analyzes some challenges to socio-economic development in Nigeria. While not denying the enormous 

nature of the challenges, it argues that enthronement of good governance, adherence to the rule of law and 

adopting crime prevention approaches can completely address potential challenges to socio-economic 

development in Nigeria. 

 

Rule of Law 

Loosely speaking, law provides set of rules for members of a society and prescribes punishment for 

deviants. Rule of law on the other hand is the supremacy of the law of the land. It is a legal principle that 

governs a nation, as opposed to being governed by arbitrary decisions of people who wield power.2  

Dicey opined that rule of law entails three major principles to wit: supremacy of the law, equality before 

the law and that the constitution is not the source but the consequence of the rights of the individuals.3  

John saw the three principles in Dicey’s rule of law thus: (i) That the rule of law affirms absolute 

supremacy of regular laws as opposed to the influence of arbitrary power. A man may be tried and 

punished for a breach of the law, but he cannot be punished for anything else. 

ii) The rule of law clearly stipulates common equality before the law of the land administered by the 

ordinary law courts. No man, irrespective of his social status or official position is above the law. In other 

words, everyone is duty bound to comply with the dictates of the law no matter how highly placed. 

Unfortunately, this is not true with respect to some political office holders in Nigeria who seems to be 

“above the law” at least during their tenure of office.4 The danger is that even after their tenure of office 

they may end up not being prosecuted for crimes they committed while in office. Conversely, one of the 

challenges to socio-economic development in Nigeria is the immunity clause5 and the non justifiability of 

the Fundamental objectives and directive principles of state policy.6 Yet, we want even development of 

all parts of Nigeria. How can that be possible in a country like ours where people are not held responsible 

for their actions especially the rich but the poor masses are subjected to all manner of trials for very minor 

offences.  

iii) The rule of law holds that legal rights of the subjects is not by formal code but by guaranteed 

rights and proclaimed remedies of private law available against those who unlawfully interfere with his 

liberty of action, whether they are private or official citizen7 

Again, it is quite unfortunate that the reverse is the case here in Nigeria. Just recently, general elections 

were held in Nigeria. This time around three major candidates contested for the office of the president. 

Results were released but both the statutory constitutional provision8 and judicial pronouncement on the 

25% requirement and other provisions were jettisoned. One Bola Ahmed Tinubu was declared winner of  

____________________ 
3 AV Dicey, Introduction to the study of law of the constitution (Macmillian 1950), cited in Felix Olusanjo Olatunji ‘Democracy 

and the challenge of the Rule of law in Developing society, international journal of Philosophy (2013) (3)(2) 71.   
4 Sec. 308 (1) & (2) of the constitution, Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 as amended. 
5 ibid 
6 Chapter II of the constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 as amended, specifically sec. 6(6)(c).  
7 EJ Okon, ‘The rule of law in Nigeria: Myth or Reality?’  (2011) (4) (1) Journal of politics and law 213. 
8 Section 134 (2) of the Constitution Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 as amended. 
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the said Election. How can the beneficiaries of non adherence to the fundamental principle of rule of law 

ever have reason to adhere to the principle of rule of Law? Never!. The resultant effect is that the morale 

of right thinking Nigerians is dampened while socio-economic development is decreasing.  

Onwanibe viewed rule of Law as  

“that aspect of law which envisages a political system where life is 

organized according to laws that guarantee a good degree of objectivity 

in dispensing justice, defending freedom, promoting peace and 

prosperity.9  

 

Mowoe10 drew inference on Dicey’s meaning of rule of law in any given human society and opined that 

there are five basic conditions that must be in place before rule of Law will exist. The conditions are as 

follows: 

i Supremacy of written regular law made by lawmakers,  

ii Certainty and regularity of law, 

iii Absence of arbitrary or wide discretionary powers of government or its agencies,  

iv Equality before the law, 

v Administration of the law by the ordinary law courts and,   

vi enforcement of some minimum rights. 

It is obvious that rule of law requires that government should be subject to known and standing laws of 

the land. Ideally, there should be no distinction between the leaders and the lead. If the law is supreme the 

excesses of the leaders must be drastically reduced and socio-economic development will be on the 

increase. 

 

Crime Prevention  

In human societies, crimes abound in great number. Nigeria is not left out of the incidences of crimes, 

criminality and criminal activities.  Terrorism, kidnapping, Arson and Murder are some of the heinous 

crimes that are on the increase in Nigeria. Again, in Nigeria crime and offence are used interchangeably. 

Crime is an act or omission which renders the person doing the act or making the omission liable to 

punishment under this code or under any act or law.11  Crime prevention is the act of taking concerted 

measures to prevent crime. Link between crime and socio-economic development cannot be over 

emphasized. For instance, a nation with low crime rate will develop more than a nation with high rate of 

crime. In other words, low levels of crime have positive impact on the socio-economic development of 

any nation. Crime is a major impediment to socio-economic development. Criminal activities bring about 

unemployment because it discourages economic growth and scare away investors. 

In Nigeria, the Nigeria Police Force (NPF) and other law enforcement agencies play major role in crime 

prevention. In developed clime, law enforcement is built on mutual trust and respect. Furthermore 

advances in technology have made policing more effective though most of the modern policing 

techniques are still missing in Nigeria. Crime prevention is far better than crime detection and 

prosecution. This is so because the former requires less capital than the latter. 

 

Crime Prevention Strategies  

These are deliberate methods adopted by the security agencies especially the police and the military to 

prevent crime. For the purpose of this work three major crime prevention strategies adopted by the 

security agencies are looked into. They are raid, stop and search and surveillance. 
________________________ 
9 RC Onwanibe, ‘The Rule of law and the Rule of man’ in OC Eze (ed), Society and the rule of Law (Totan 

Publishers 1989) 171. 
10 KM Mowoe, Constitutional Law in Nigeria (Malhouse  Press Ltd  2003) 17. 
11 Sec. Sec. 2 of the criminal code cap 359, Laws of the Federation (LEN) 1990. 
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Raid12 is defined as a surprise visit by police searching for criminals or illicit goods: a fraud-squad raid. It 

is a sudden invasion by officers of the law of a place where there is reasonable suspicion that crime is 

committed. Raid in crime fighting is either pro-active or reactive. When carried out effectively, raid is 

seen as one of the best crime fighting and crime reduction strategies in the world. 

 

Stop and Search  

Periodic stopping and searching of persons, places or things is a good crime prevention strategy. Through 

this, persons with incriminating things like gun to kill and “Indian hemp” to be used before committing a 

crime could be recovered before the crime is committed. 

 

Surveillance13     

In crime fighting mere presence of officers at times is the only thing needed to prevent a crime from being 

committed or to stop those already committing crime. Instances abound where those who have planned to 

commit crime suddenly jettison the idea and run away on mere sighting of a police patrol vehicle. 

Surveillance is therefore close watch kept over someone or something (as by a detective); also; 

supervision. 

 

Socio-economic Development  

This is the process of social and economic development in a Society14.  The interest of any serious 

government includes but not limited to ensuring the socio-economic development of its people. 

Unfortunately, Nigeria has been facing the dilemma of balancing development (social, economic, 

political, cultural and religious) necessities with existential challenges amplified by massive corruption, 

wicked attitude of some persons in authority who thrive only in selfish gains and mundane issues rather 

than using their offices to ensure and guarantee socio-economic development in Nigeria. The major 

problem is that those who have the interest of the nation at heart, those who are able and willing to abide 

by the rule of law and tackle Nigeria’s multiple security challenges head on, those with the requisite 

knowledge and experience are not allowed to occupy positions which will give them the wherewithal to 

turn things around. 

Some of the challenges to socio-economic development in Nigeria are corruption, disregard to rule of law 

and insecurity. 

Corruption is the greatest bane of socio-economic development in Nigeria. Without mincing word, most 

politicians in Nigeria are usually unprepared to work but very prepared to steal. We have heard a lot of 

nonsensical theories like the theory of snake swallowing money.15 The list is endless and at times one 

begins to wonder the kind of country and politicians we have in Nigeria. Is there any country like Nigeria 

in the world apart from this present Nigeria? 

Corruption is defined as dishonest or fraudulent conduct by those in power, typically involving bribery.  It 

is a deceitful behavior that people in position of power exhibit for personal gain.16 It is most commonly 

seen amongst government officials or managers. The most popular and simplest definition of corruption is  

_________________________ 
12 Available at https://www.merriam-webster.com>.accessed 28/4/23. 
13 https://www.vocabulary.com>surv...accessed 28/4/23.  
14 http://enviroment data.org>…….. accessed 2/5/23.  
15 In 2018, February 10 precisely, a snake was accused of slipping into the office of the Nigeria examination panel, Joint 

Admission and Matriculation Board (JAMB), and swallowed N36 million. Again in the month of June 14, 2019, it was reported 

that a finance officer at Kano Zoological Gardens told Freedom Radio, that gorilla creeped into their office, stole and consumed 

N6.8 million on 15th August, 2022 the Nigeria social Insurance Trust Fund (NSITF) refused to account for N17.16billion alleging 

that the payment slips were devoured by termites. Available at http:llculturecustodian.com>accessed 2/5/23. 
16 http://economictimes.indiatimes.com>....accessed  2/5/23 
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the abuse of public power for private benefit.17  Corruption reduces public fund and increases public 

expenditure thereby contributing immensely to monumental fiscal deficit. It increases inequality in 

income and aids inflation. The Nigerian experience is terrible. Monies borrowed from other countries are 

either used to build rail lines from Daura to Chad or not accounted for. Today Nigeria is a borrowing 

nation as a result of corruption. Yet, there is nothing meaningful to account for the borrowed monies.  

 

Disregard to Rule of Law 

Any country that is desirous of enthroning sound economic development must align with the dictates of 

the law. Disregard to the law of the land or selective obedience system where the leaders select the court 

orders to adhere to and Jettison others can only present such country in bad light in the comity of nations. 

Socio-economic and other genres of development can only thrive in a nation that ensure obedience to the 

rule of law. Rule of law is a catalyst to socio-economic development and must be adhered to for 

meaningful development to be achieved. 

 

Insecurity  

This is defined as the condition of being unsafe; liability to injury, loss or failure; uncertainty, 

instability.18 Insecurity poses great danger and stands out as a great threat to socio-economic 

development. It scares foreign investors and makes local investors to wound up their companies 

prematurely. 

In Nigeria, the security forces saddled with the responsibility of protection of lives and properties are 

doing their best to ensure that the fear created by the monstrous nature of insecurity is reduced to the 

barest minimum. Efforts have been made to nip insecurity in the bud however, the insecure nature of the 

nation is still noticeable at all level. 

The Boko Haram19, kidnappers, killers, the Niger Delta militants20 and unknown gun men21 have 

contributed massively to ensure that Nigeria is not secured. These groups pose enormous challenges to the 

enforcement of Law and order in Nigeria there by hindering socio-economic development in great ways.  

 

CONCLUSION  

This paper demonstrated that rule of law and crime prevention are twin pillars that act as catalyst to socio-

economic development. Good governance cannot be possible in the absence of rule of law. When crimes 

are prevented, investors-both local and foreign competes to invest in the country which in turn make rapid 

positive impact on the socio-economic development in the country.  

Independence of the judiciary, adherence to the dictates of the rule of law, freedom of the press, periodic 

credible election, and enthronement of meritocracy, transparency, accountability and compliance with the 

orders of the court are some of the things that can move the nation forward. Until then, stories like snake 

swallowed billions of naira, one man ran away with pension money and so on will continue to take us 

back and relegate us to the background.  

 

__________________ 
17 This is the definition of corruption by the anti-corruption strategy announced by the world bank in September, 1997. Policy 

research working paper: Anti corruption policies and programs: A framework for evaluation by Jeff Huther and Anwar Sha 

(2000) available at https://documents 1.worldbank.org>PDF accessed on 2/5/23. 
18 The new international Webster’s comprehensive Dictionary of the English Language Encyclopedia Edition. (Tridant Press 

International 2004) p.655. 
19 A group of senseless killers operating in the Northern part of Nigeria. Initially led by one Mohammed Yusuf who was killed in 

2009. 
20 Largely found in the South South States of Nigeria agitating for the control of oil found in larger quantity  in the region. 
21 An aphorism for the deadly killer squad who have taken over the fight initially started by the indigenous people of 

Biafra(IPOB) agitating for separation/independence for the Biafra States. Located in the South East, some part of South South 

and Even South West.    
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