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ABSTRACT 

This study examined the role of Hawking as a source of income in Nigeria: A Case study of dorage (Fura) 

Sellers in Katsina Local Government. Primary data was used through the administration of structured 

interview to 100 of dorage sellers in Katsina Local Government. Chi-square method of data analysis was 

employed for the study. Finding from the study revealed that estimated income earn by dorage sellers is 

able to manage their household on daily bases, which entailed that Hawking significantly serve as a 

source of income in Katsina Local Government. Also, the findings revealed how they venture into the 

dorage business and its impact on unemployment reduction in Katsina Local Government, which entailed 

that dorage business help in unemployment reduction in Katsina Local Government. It also showed that 

hawking do affects girl child education, it deprives girl child a proper upbringing and interferes with their 

educational achievement.  Finally the finding revealed the challenges faced in dorage selling business and 

chance of leaving the business for another job, 68.000a with degree of freedom 4 which is significant at 

5%, which entailed that despite the challenges faced in dorage selling business majority of the sellers 

don’t want to leave this business for another business. However, it is recommended that Government 

should provide a policy guideline which acknowledges Dorage selling business. This would assist in 

expansion of the business, and eventually, employment and income generation. 

 Keywords: Hawking, Dorage Sellers, Source of income. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Economically, Business sector of any economy is broadly sub-divided into small, medium and large-scale 

business enterprises. Small scale businesses are categorized into formal and informal sectors. The formal 

sector is comprised of all economic activities, whose operations are recognized by laws of the land and 

are known to influence the growth of the state`s economy through the Gross National Product (GNP). 

They are meant to operate in known locations and are usually registered by empowered authorities such 

as the Cooperative Affairs Commission (Adesanya, 2014). 

On the other hand, the informal sector comprises of those business enterprise and industry not recognized 

by the relevant bodies or authorities of the land. They are not registered under any laws. In other words, 

the informal sector in Nigeria refers to economic activities in all sectors of the economy that are operated 

outside the purview of government regulation. The informal economics activities encompassed a wide 

range of small-scale, largely self-employment activities. Most of them are traditional occupations and 
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used the traditional methods of production. Others includes, financial and economic endeavors of 

subsistence nature such as hawking, retail trade, transport, computer business center operation , restaurant 

operation, repair services, financial intermediation and household or other personal services (Adesanya, 

2014).  

Hawking constitutes a significant proportion of the informal sector activities in Africa, Asia, and Latin 

America. For example, it is estimated that street vending accounts for 15% to 25% of total informal 

employment in African cities (Skinner, 2011). In Asian countries, precisely India for instance, about 3% 

of the total employment in the non-agricultural sector is attributed to street vending which translates to a 

total of about 3.1 million street vendors throughout the country. In the Americas, Peru to be precise, street 

trading accounts for up to 9% of all the employment in the informal sector; which translates to about 

240,000 street traders (Anetor, 2015). However, hawking has to do with a person engaged in vending of 

merchandise of everyday use or offering services to the general public, on the street or any other public 

place from a temporary built up structure or by moving from place to place. 

Statement of the problem 

Street hawking is a global phenomenon and it is linked to poverty and underdevelopment in the 

economies of developing countries after the transition to an industrial economy. Street vending is the 

most visible form of informal economic activity across developing countries. It may account for up to 

70% of urban employment in Nigeria and has become a source of income for many Nigerians who are 

unable to find white-collar jobs (Adide, 2018). 

In Nigeria, Katsina State is one of the few states where large numbers of small scale industries are 

established. They are considered a viable source of income and a means of achieving economic growth. 

Small scale industries seem to be the sign of industrialization since everything has to start from the 

scratch.  To establish a small industry, only small capital is required but they are important in respect to 

their contribution to domestic output, employment and growth. In Katsina Local Government, informal 

sector is not a new phenomenon. This sector has been in existence since time   immemorial. Hawking is 

one of the common and prominent informal sectors in the locality. This is connected with the fact that the 

product of this vendor is being purchased on a daily basis.  Hawking plays an enormous role in the supply 

of goods to many people in the area and is recognized to be the closest means to the end users. It involved 

the selling of goods in the street without using a permanent built-up structure,  all those that sell goods in 

a public space such as regulated street markets, transportation centers, natural market areas, sidewalks, 

and in and along the streets. Therefore, it is in this respect that this study will examine the role of hawking 

as a source of income using Dorage sellers as a case study in Katsina Local Government Katsina State. 

The Informal sector has relative share of labour force. It contributes immensely to the socio- economic 

upliftment among the people of Katsina State by providing provision of income and employment 

opportunities in both rural and urban areas. In spite of the large number of small scale industries in 

Katsina Local Government and their contributions to uplifting the socio- economic standard of the people, 

there is the need to investigate the contribution of Dorage Sellers to income generation. Over the past few 

decades, employment in the informal sector has risen rapidly in most regions of the developing countries 

including Nigeria. The reason for this has been the failure of the formal sector, 

Which traditionally supposed to provide employment that would absorb the multitudes of semi-skilled 

and unskilled persons to serve as a source of income to individuals in Katsina Local Government, but due 

to a lots of developmental aspects to be faced by the government, generating adequate employment in 

recent years become very difficult. Hawkers in Katsina Local Government especially Dorage Sellers 

faced a lot of challenges on their daily business.  Many have heavy goods to carry from their various 

homes to their point of sale each day. The physical environments in which they work typically lack 

proper infrastructure, such as clean running water, toilets, and solid waste removal. 

Based on the stated research problem above, this study will examine if hawking actually serve as a source 

of employment and income in Katsina Local Government. Investigation into this work therefore provides 

answers to the following questions: Does hawking serve as source of income in Katsina Local 

Government? Does hawking reduce unemployment in Katsina Local Government? What are the 

challenges faced by hawkers in Katsina Local Government? The broad objective of this research study is 
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to examine the role of hawking as a source of income in Katsina Local Government. The specific 

objectives on the other hand are: to examine how hawking serve as source of income Katsina Local 

Government, to examine the effect of hawking on employment generation in , also to examine the 

challenges encountered by hawkers. And the side effects on girl child education in Katsina Local 

Government. 

 

Review of Related Literature 

Conceptual Clarification 
For the purpose of clarity and usage, some key concepts in this study have to be properly contextualized. 

These concepts are as follows: 

The Concept of Street Hawking 
Hawking can simply mean activities that involve offering goods or services for sale by calling, shouting, 

or nagging from place to place looking for patronage. UNICEF (2000) conceived the term "street 

hawking" to refer to the individuals on the street who are at work during the day and retire back home at 

sunset. Most of the time, street hawkers work and live on the street and have very little contact with 

parents or guardians. 

Ruth (1996) Hawking is an unorganized commercial activity that happens among low-income parents and 

guardians as a copy strategy. Hawking in a street is a socialization process that prepares the child for an 

adult economy and social life as well. 

Types of Street Hawking  

There are many categorizations of street hawking by scholars in order to situate the context of the ever-

changing and expanding phenomenon. Generally, the informal sector in the emerging markets of 

developing economies (EMDEs) is divided into four types: domestic workers, home-based vendors, street 

hawkers, and waste pickers or scavengers. In this study, two major types of street hawking can be 

identified in the understanding of the informal economy, derivable as sectorial classification of business 

and voluntary. 

1. Street Hawkers: This type of hawking involves the selling of goods and items on the street by 

hawkers, either that fixed in one place, loitering and moving from one point to another, or both. 

This is very common in major city centres, streets, and markets; government departments and 

agencies; religious institutions; schools; and general markets.  

2. Home-based Hawkers: This type of hawking involves the selling of goods and items in houses for 

households and in estates, among others.  

 

The Concept of the Informal Sector  

The International Labour Organization defines the informal sector broadly as consisting of units engaged 

in the production of goods or services with the primary objective of generating employment and income 

for the persons concerned. These units typically operate at a low level of organization, with little or no 

division between labor and capital as factors of production and on a small scale. Labour relations, where 

they exist, are based mostly on casual employment, kinship, or personal and social relations rather than 

contractual arrangements with formal guarantees. Therefore, the informal own account enterprises 

(optionally, all or those that are not registered under specific forms of national legislation); enterprises of 

informal employers (optionally, all those with less than a specified level of employment and/or not 

registered and/or employees not registered (ILO, 1993). 

According to the World Bank, the concept of the informal sector was introduced into international usage 

in 1972 by the International Labour Organization (ILO) in its Kenya Mission Report, which defined 

informality as a "way of doing things characterized by (a) ease of entry; (b) reliance on indigenous 

resources; (c) family ownership; (d) small- scale operations; (e) labor-intensive and adaptive technology; 

(e) skills acquired outside of the formal sector; (g) unregulated and competitive markets". Since that time, 

many definitions have been introduced by different authors and the ILO itself. 

There are three main schools of thought regarding the relationship between the formal and informal 

economies:  
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1. The dualists: the informal economy is a separate marginal economy not directly linked to the formal 

economy, providing income or a safety net for the poor (ILO 1972).  

2. The structualists: the informal economy is subordinated to the formal economy. In order to reduce 

costs, privileged capitalists seek to subordinate petty producers and traders (Castells and Portes, 1989).  

3. The legalists: informal work arrangements are a rational response by micro-entrepreneurs to over-

regulation by government bureaucracies (De Soto) (SIDA, 2004:10). 

As informal commerce has grown to become the lifeblood of African cities, a significant number of 

constructed markets reveal that the underlying reason why people sell on the street and pavement is 

mainly due to unemployment due to limited job opportunities and poverty. Despite the fact that many 

people of varying ages and sex are engaged in hawking, the youths are the most dominant. The 

underground economy and voluntary sector have remained a viable sector for jobs for millions of people 

to improve their livelihoods (Feige, 1989; Jacques, 2016). 

According to the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), the key drivers for the 

growth of the informal economy in the twenty-first century include:  

i. Limited absorption of labour, particularly in countries with high rates of population or 

urbanization.  

ii. Excessive cost and regulatory barriers of entry into the formal economy, often motivated by 

corruption.  

iii. Weak institutions, limiting education and training opportunities as well as infrastructure 

development.  

iv. Increasing demand for low-cost goods and services.  

v. Migration motivated by economic hardship and poverty.  

vi. Difficulties faced by women in gaining formal employment. 

 

The Concept of Income  

The money which a person receives (individuals or businesses) on a daily, weekly, monthly, or annual 

basis in form of salary for rendering of services or in form of profits made out of any business activity is 

the income of the individual. Allowances and perquisites are of utmost value in both monetary and non-

monetary terms. Unless specifically exempted, all income is subject to income tax. 

In other words the word Income has a very broad meaning. It generally means a monetary return whether 

received in cash or kind. The income tax department does not make any distinction between temporary 

and permanent income. Every the temporary income or one time income is taxable. For instance, if you 

are salaried person, then all that is received from an employer whether in cash, kind or as a facility is 

considered as income. For a businessman, his business profits will constitute income. Income may also 

flow from investments in the form of Interest, Dividend, and Commission etc. 

Sources of Income 
A person’s income might come from a variety of sources, which can be calculated under numerous 

income categories. The sources of income may be divided into five categories: – 

 Salary income: Salary income is the payment that an individual receives for providing services 

under any contracts that he enters into. The contract should fall within the category of employment. 

 House Property Rental Income: A house property may be anything that is belonging to the 

land; it might be your home, your office, a business, or even a structure. The Income Tax Department 

makes no distinction between your commercial establishment and your primary residence while 

verifying your income limits. Under this heading, all properties are subject to tax. For the purposes of 

income tax, an owner is a legal owner who has the ability to exercise all of the owner’s rights, which 

should not be exercised on someone else’s behalf. 

 Income from Business and profession profits and gains: This income is the amount displayed 

on the taxpayer’s profit and loss account after subtracting the amount shown on the profit and loss 

account. This revenue includes both the amount, regardless of whether it is a loss or a profit. ‘Profit and 

gains’ refers to revenue that is in the positive, whereas ‘loss’ refers to income that is in the negative. All 

income, whether legal or criminal, is subject to tax under this heading. The money made by the 
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businessperson in the preceding year is taxed. A business entity or individual must file their 

respective Income Tax Return on or before July 31st of the assessment year. 

 Earning from Capital Gain: Any profit or gain by transferring capital assets kept for investment 

is subject to taxation under the heading of ‘Income from Capital Gain.’ The individual can use any of 

the Short-Term Capital Assets and Long-Term Capital Assets to generate the gain. You can only earn 

Capital Gain if the kind of asset transferred is a Capital Asset. In other words, if the asset is not a capital 

asset, it will not be subject to Capital Gain. Some instances include selling a house/flat, selling stocks, 

and so forth. 

 Other Sources: Income that does not fit under any of the other categories will be classified as 

‘Income from Other Sources.’ Examples include gifts, interest on savings or FDs, dividends, and so 

forth. 

 

Empirical Review 

In this section, some empirical studies are reviewed on hawking as part of the activities of informal 

sectors and a source of income. 

Magaji, & Sarka, (2020).  Investigated the Effects of Teenage Hawking and its Implication on National 

Development.  A Survey research design was adopted, the data was sourced both from primary and 

secondary sources. 152 sample of teenage hawkers were randomly selected for the purpose of the study, 

questionnaire was used in eliciting the information and the data was analyzed using the Statistical 

Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). The results revealed that teenage hawking has negative influences on 

children’s educational development which in turn affects the national security as education is to be the 

engine of development.  

Umeobika & Obiorah (2020). Examined where are the children? An approach to exterminating child-

hawking in Nigeria. Their findings revealed that child hawking is widespread and gaining momentum. It 

infringes on the child’s rights to life, education, personal dignity and development as provided by extant 

Laws. It advances several social, educational, criminal, environmental, economic, security and health 

issues. Enforcement is fraught with complexities therefore they recommended  legislative and governance 

initiatives to formalize the informal sector street hawking in general, by legalizing it into a progressive 

economic dimension for job creation, income generation and fostering inclusive integration and 

development. 

Margaret (2019).  Examined the impact of street hawking on study habits and academic performance of 

secondary school students in Ado Ekiti. The sample was 180 secondary school students selected through 

purposive sampling technique. Two instruments titled “Questionnaire on Street Hawking and Study Habit 

(QSHSH)” and “Social Studies Achievement Test (SSAT)” validated and tested for reliability were used 

for the study. Data collected were analysed using frequency count, percentages, mean and standard 

deviation. The study revealed that student hawkers exhibited poor study habits which led to their poor 

academic performance. 

Julie (2018). Studied the Parental Poverty as a Determinant of Children Street Hawking in Warri 

Metropolis of Delta State, Nigeria. A structured questionnaire and Simple percentages and regression 

were the methods of data analysis employed in the study, the findings of the study showed that parents’ 

socio- economic status was significantly related to the prevalence of children street hawking. It was 

therefore recommended among others that government should create more job opportunities and intensify 

their poverty alleviation programs as well making serious efforts through seminars, workshops, 

conferences and other public talks to sensitize parents on the dangers of exposing their children to street 

hawking.     

 Agada, Fems, Duke and Okoyan (2018) examined the economic impact of street vending in Nigeria in 

order to help the government and business environment to exploit its benefits. This study administered 

500 questionnaires and responses were 470 street vendors in stratified areas in Bayelsa state, Nigeria. A 

descriptive analysis using simple percentage analysis with tables was carried out, and it was found that 

street vending had contributed to the social, political and economic life of Bayelsans despite its little 

contribution but Street vending has become a foundation of the retail economy in the cities especially to 
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those who are unable to have a safe and proper employment. 

Nduka and Chika (2014) examined the menace of street hawking in Aba metropolis, South-East Nigeria. 

They used descriptive cross-sectional study. Findings of the studies revealed that unemployment and 

poverty were factors contributing to hawking activities. Street hawking poses numerous risks and hinders 

educational development. 

Yusuf (2014) examined Informal Sector and Employment Generation in Nigeria, using quantitative 

dimension and employed pure descriptive statistics for its analysis. Findings from the study revealed that 

informal sector plays significant role not only in employment generation but as well as contributing 

immensely to economic growth.  

Shamsuddeen (2014) examined the impact of Micro credit on Small and Medium enterprises of service 

operation in Sokoto metropolis. Simple random sampling technique was employed in selecting the 26 

SMEs that constituted the sample size of the research. The result of the study showed that there is strong 

relationship between microcredit and performance of small and medium enterprises.  

Opafunso and Adepoju (2014) examined the impact of SMES on economic development of Ekiti State 

(2006-2013). A survey research designed was adopted to obtain data from 150 respondents. The findings 

revealed that there is a positive and significant relationship between SMES and poverty reduction, 

employment generation and improvement in standard of living of people in Ekiti State.  

Sulaimon (2014) examined the role of informal Sector in Employment Generation in Nigeria, Using a 

quantitative dimension and pure descriptive statistics for its analysis. Data were sourced secondary by the 

author from National Bureau of Statistics for 19 States. The results found that informal sector plays 

significant role not only in employment generation but as well as contributing immensely to economic 

growth.  

Dauda et al. (2014) examined effect of microfinance on growth of small enterprises in Sokoto State, 

Nigeria. They made used of stratified sampling method to survey a sample of one hundred and twenty 

(120) firms. Two hypotheses were tested and linear regression method of analysis was adopted. The 

results showed that positive and significant relationships exist between access to micro- credit and value 

of physical assets of the firms.  

Attah et al. (2013) explored the role of informal sector as a strategy for reducing unemployment in 

Nigeria, especially in Kogi State. The research elicits data from both primary and secondary sources. 

Questionnaire and interview techniques were used. Three hundred and sixty nine (369) questionnaires 

were distributed. The data were analyzed using table and chi-square statistical tools. The result revealed 

that informal sector activities have significantly reduced unemployment in Nigeria, especially in Kogi 

State. The authors concluded that informal sector plays a pivotal role in the socio-economic advancement 

of Nigeria. 

Asenime and Hamed (2013) examined the employment role of cart pushing in metropolitan Lagos and 

how it sustains the operators and by extension family members. Data used was collected through the use 

of structured questionnaires administered on sample size of 350 commercial cart pushers. The result 

found that carts pushing have positive impact on its operators and by extension their family members. The 

authors concluded that cart pushing is an informal business which means higher profit and more 

employment for many jobless youths.  

Onyemaechi (2013) examined the role of the informal sector in the development of Nigerian economy. 

The study used survey of available literature on growth, characteristics, and economic significance of the 

informal sector.  The study analysis indicated that, the traditional or informal sector is continuously 

expanding in developing countries, and has been serving as a “safety net” in providing employment and 

income to the teaming poor.  

Ogbuabor and  Malaulu (2013) empirically examined the magnitude of economic loss attributed to 

informality in Nigeria. Error correlation MIMIC (EMIMIC) model was used to estimates the 

cointegration equilibrium relationship and the error correlation short run dynamics. The results showed 

that unemployment, tax burden, government regulation and inflation are the most important drivers of 

informality in Nigeria.  

 Abubakar and Abdullahi (2013) examined how strengthening the Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 
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contributes to poverty reduction in North Western Nigeria. Primary and Secondary data was collected 

through questionnaire and publications. T-test analysis was used in analyzing the information obtained. 

Findings of the study revealed that large enterprises contributed more in the area of employment 

provision than the SMEs going by the country – wide data.  

Abolade and Olamiyu (2013) examined the role of urban informal enterprises as an alternative to job 

provision in Ibadan cosmopolitan region. Primary data was sourced through questionnaire and descriptive 

and non-parametric statistics was used to analyse the data. Results showed that urban informal enterprises 

significantly reduced unemployment in Nigeria.  

Ismaila (2012) studied a sectoral analysis of the efficacy of small and medium enterprises as a vibrant tool 

for employment generation in Nigeria. Primary method of data collection was employed. A survey was 

carried out and a total of one thousand six hundred (1600) SMES where identified in the area. Detailed 

questionnaire was prepared and mailed to the respondents. The Binomial (Binary) logistic Regression 

Analysis was employed as a tool for statistical analysis. The result revealed that SMEs remains a potent 

tool that can guarantee employment generation in Nigeria. 

Farinmade et al. (2012) examined the challenges of improving the conditions of informal sector activities 

in Lagos Island, Nigeria. Using stratified random sampling a simple linear regression analysis was used 

for analysis of data. The findings of the study revealed that there is a positive relationship between 

employment generation and informal sector activities in Lagos inland, Nigeria.  

Duru (2012) examined the role of self-employment in income generation. Using descriptive analysis, 

information regarding individual workers and their household and labors histories was analyzed. Direct 

interview and observation was conducted for 200 operators in informal sector generated from Sabon gari 

Local Government area, Zaria Kaduna State. Empirical survey evidence showed that bulk of the new 

entrants to the urban labor force seems to create their own employment and income by engaging in the 

production and distribution of goods and services in the informal sector. The author concluded that 

informal sector acts as a safety valve to the multitude of jobless and unemployed in the economy. 

Isah and Adefila (2012) examined the role of micro- enterprises in employment generation, a case of petty 

business centers in some selected tertiary institutions in Niger State. Questionnaire was specifically used 

and administered to 60 stratified random sample selections of respondents drawn from three tertiary 

institutions in Niger State. Chi-square test was used for analysis of data. The result showed that 

partnership business centres employed more workers than sole proprietorship business centres. The 

authors concluded that micro-enterprise provide cheap employment to various category of labour since 

private and public sector of the economy which were considered to be largest employer of labour cannot 

absorb the increasing number of able people in the country.  

Fapohunda (2012) examined the role of women in the informal sector in Nigeria. Web – based research 

and a field survey on 150 women in Mushin, Agege and Lagos Island area of Lagos Nigeria, Using 

ordinary least square method of data analysis. The result found that informal sector has its challenges 

especially for women, such as inaccessibility of credit, the women’s role in the informal finance sector is 

significant.  

Arosanyin et al. (2011) examined employment generation and determinants of earnings in the informal 

transport sector in Nigeria using a case study. Mincerian equation and logistic models were used as tools 

of analysis. It was found that the informal sector is a source of employment for 21.7 percent of jobless 

people; and 72.3 percent of those who switched jobs from an informal activity to transport business.  

Based on the foregoing empirical reviews, informal economy can no longer be considered as a temporary 

phenomenon. It is clear from the studies of Asenime et al. (2013), Ismail (2012), Attah et al, (2013) & 

Duru (2012) that the informal economy has a significant employment and income generation potential 

and the existence of the informal sector also helps to meet the needs of consumers by providing accessible 

and low-priced goods and services. Therefore, in order to intervene in the best way to stimulate 

sustainable economic growth and employment creation, the informal sector needs to be assessed for better 

understanding of the sector contribution and challenges.  

Also, considering the studies on informal sector and hawking as part of informal activities especially in 

Nigeria. Studies like Agada, Fems, Duke & Okoyan (2018) examined impact of street hawking on social, 
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political and economic life of Bayelsans and Nduka & Chika (2014) the menace of street hawking in Aba 

metroplolis, but this study will add value to the existing studies by examining the role of hawking as a 

source of income using Katsina Local Government as a case study. Moreso, Yusuf (2014) employed 

quantitative dimension and descriptive statistics for analysis, Nduka and Chika (2014) usede descriptive 

cross-sectional study and Agada, Fems, Duke & Okoyan (2018) used descriptive analysis and simple 

percentage with tables, but this studies will employed descriptive analysis using tables and percentages as 

well as chi-square analysis to test the hypothesis of the study. Also this study will expand and add more 

literature upon the previous studies.  

 

METHODOLOGY 

The Research Area 

This research work will be conducted in Katsina Local Government. Katsina State was created out of 

the defunct Kaduna State on 23rd September, 1987 and like the former Katsina Province of Old 

Northern Nigeria, the State comprises Katsina and Daura Emirates. It borders Kaduna State to the 

south, Jigawa and Kano States to the east, and Zamfara State to the west and shares an international 

border with the Republic of Niger to the North. The State has projected population of 6 million 

people (5.8 million as per the 2006 census). 

Sample Size and Sampling Technique  
Sample is representative selection drawn from the population (Binta, 2010). It is examined to gain 

statistical information about the population. Therefore, for the purpose of this research, the sample of 

this study will be limited to 100 Dorage sellers in Katsina Local Government.Sampling technique on 

the other hand is the process of selecting sample from the population (Dan, 1986). There are various 

procedures of selecting sample from the population:(1) probability sampling such as simple random 

sample, stratified sample, multi-stage sampling among others (2) non-probability sampling. 

Therefore, because of the nature of Dorage sellers, Cluster sampling procedure will be used for 

collection of information of the doarge sellers through administrating of questionnaire considering the 

fact that the dorage sellers are split in many geographical locations at Katsina Local Government. 

They are located at Kofar Durbi, Kofar Kwaya, shinkafi, kofar Sauri and Kofar Marusa[ madacin 

nono]. Cluster sampling guarantees that each group to be represented in the sample (Dan, 1986). 

From each cluster, simple random sampling technique is will be conducted such that each individual 

from each of the groups will have equal chance of been chosen. In the course of this research work, a 

sample size of 100 respondents will be selected using cluster sampling technique in such a way that 

every respondent has equal chance of participating.  

Type of Data  
The major source of information in this research is primary data through administration of structured 

interview, which will be distributed to 100 Dorage sellers in Katsina Local Government, Katsina 

state.  

Instrument for Data collection 
The instrument for data collection is the device that will be used for recording data. Structured 

interview will be administrated because the respondents are having literacy problem. Structured 

interview is essentially verbally administered questionnaire, in which lists of predetermined question 

are asked, with little or no variation and with no scope for follow-up questions to responses that 

warrant further elaboration (Grill et al., 2008).  

The structured interview consisted of four components with total of 20 questions: Section A consists 

of questions that make it possible for response on the demographic features to be collected. This part 

of the structured interview was intended to elicit information about the sex, age and marital status. 

Section B consist of income generation in the dorage selling. Section C consists of questions designed 

to elicit responses on employment creation. Finally, section D contained questions on challenges 

faced in dorage business and also the side effects on girl child education. There were twenty 

questions on the whole.   

 

Mohammad et al. …..Int. J. Innovative Devpt & Policy Studies 12 (3):32-49, 2024   



40 
 

Method of Data Analysis  

In order to ensure accuracy, appropriateness and ease of understanding, the data obtain will be 

recorded, edited and will be analysed using both descriptive and inferential statistics tools of analysis 

which includes the use of tables and percentages in presenting demographic feature of the research 

work and Chi- square (X2) to test the research hypothesis using Statistical package for social sciences 

(SPSS) software. Chi-square techniques: is statistical test used to test how well the distribution of a 

set of observed data matches a theoretical probability distribution (Dan, 1986 and Binta, 2010). The 

calculated values are equal to the sum of squares of the deference divided by the expected values. 

 It is calculated using the formula below: 

 ∑  

                  Fe               
Where: 

                                     = Coefficient of Chi-square 

                                     ∑     =    summation 

                                     Fo   =   Observed frequency 

                                     Fe   =    Expected frequency  

However, the calculated chi-square value will be compare with the tabulated value which is in the 

statistical table in testing hypothesis. A null hypothesis is accepted if the calculated chi-square value 

is less than the tabulated chi-square value and alternative hypothesis is accepted if on the other hand 

(Dan, 1986 and Binta, 2010). 

 

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION  

 Analysis of Descriptive Results 

SECTION A: Demographic features of Respondents. 

Table 1: Gender of the respondents? 

 

 
Frequency Percentage (%) Valid 

Percent 

Male 70 70.0 70.0 

Female 30 30.0 30.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

 Source: Field survey, 2024 

Table 1 presents frequency distribution of the respondents by gender. Out of 100 dorage sellers that were 

interviewed, a total of 70 respondents were male, representing 70% of sample and a total of 30 were 

female, representing 30% of the sample. 

Table 2: What is your age level? 

 

 

Frequency Percentage (%) Valid 

Percent 

Below 30 years 60 60.0 60.0 

30 - 49 years 20 20.0 20.0 

50 years and above 20 20.0 20.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

 Source: Field survey, 2024. 

Table 2 presents frequency distribution of the respondents by age. The  respondents that aged below 30 

years were the predominant, with total of 60 respondents, representing 60% of the sample, while the 

respondents aged between 30 and 49 years were 20, representing 20% and the respondents aged 50 years 

and above were also 20, representing 20% of the sample. 
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Table 3: What is your marital status? 

 

 Source: Field survey, 2024. 

Table 3 presents frequency distribution of the respondents by marital status. Out of 100 dorage sellers, a 

total of 35  respondents were married, representing 35% of the sample, while a total of 65 respondents 

were single (not married), representing 65% of the sample. This shows that majority of the people in 

dorage selling business in Katsina Local Government are not married. 

 

SECTION B: Income generation in Dorage Selling 

Table 4: What is your estimated average income earn daily in this business? 

 Frequency Percentage (%) Valid 

Percent 

N500 - N900 8 8.0 8.0 

N1000 - N1400 12 12.0 12.0 

N1500 - N1900 14 14.0 14.0 

N2000 - N2400 16 16.0 16.0 

N2500 and  above 50 50.0 50.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

 Source: Field survey, 2024. 

Table 4 shows frequency distribution on average income earn daily in dorage business. The respondents 

that earned N500-N900 were 8, representing 8% of the sample, while the respondents that earned N1000- 

N1400 daily were 12 which represents 12% of the sample, while the respondents that earned N1500- N 

1900 daily were 14 which represents 14% of the sample, while the respondents that earned N2000 – 

N2400 daily were 16 representing 16% of the sample. Finally, the respondents that earned N2500 and 

above daily were the most predominant, with a total of 50 respondents, which represents 50% of the 

sample. 

Table 5: Are you comfortable with this business? 

 Frequency Percentage 

(%) 

Valid 

Percent 

Yes 70 70.0 70.0 

Partially 18 18.0 18.0 

No 12 12.0 12.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

 Source: Field survey, 2024. 

Table 5 presents frequency distribution on the respondents on the question: Are you comfortable with the 

Dorage business? A total of 70 respondents were comfortable, representing 70% of the sample, while a 

total of 18 respondents were partially comfortable with the business, representing 18% of the sample. 

Also, a total of 12 respondents were not comfortable with the dorage business, representing 12% of the 

sample. This shows that majority of the Doarge sellers in Katsina Local Government are comfortable with 

the business. 

 

 

 

 

 

Frequency Percentage (%) Valid 

Percent 

Married 35 35.0 35.0 

Single 65 65.0 65.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

Mohammad et al. …..Int. J. Innovative Devpt & Policy Studies 12 (3):32-49, 2024   



42 
 

Table 6: Do you engage into another occupation after this business? 

 Frequency Percentage (%) Valid 

Percent 

Yes 10 10.0 10.0 

No 90 90.0 90.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

Source: Field survey, 2024. 

Table 6 presents frequency distribution on the respondents on the question: do you engage into another 

occupation after this business? A total of 10 respondents do not engage into another business, representing 

10% of the sample, while a total of 90 respondents are engaged into another business after dorage business, 

representing 90% of the sample. This shows that majority of the dorage sellers in Katsina Local Government 

are engaged other business like selling of accessories. 

 Table 7: Were you able to earn enough income that can manage your household from this business? 

 Frequency Percentage (%) Valid 

Percent 

Yes 65 65.0 65.0 

Partially 25 25.0 25.0 

No 10 10.0 10.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

 Source: Field survey, 2024.  

Table 7 presents frequency distribution on the question: Is your income enough to manage your household? A 

total of 65 respondents are able to earned income that manage their household, representing 65% of the 

sample, while a total of 25 respondents are able to earned income that partially manage their household, which 

represents 25% of the respondents, while a total of 10 respondents are not able to earned income that manage 

their household. This shown that majority of dorage sellers are earning income that manage their household. 

SECTION C: Employment Generation 

Table 8: How did you get into this dorage business? 

 Frequency Percentage (%) Valid 

Percent 

Self-Employed 70 70.0 70.0 

Employed by somebody 30 30.0 30.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

Source: Field survey, 2024. 

Table 8 presents frequency distribution of the respondents on how they get into the business. A total of 70 

respondents are self-employed, representing 70% of the sample, while a total of 30 respondents are employed 

by somebody, representing 30% of the sample. 

Table 9: How did you raise capital to start up this dorage business? 

 Frequency Percentage (%) Valid 

Percent 

Personal saving 67 67.0 67.0 

Friends/relative 25 25.0 25.0 

Loan from bank 5 5.0 5.0 

Government assistance 3 3.0 3.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

Source: Field survey, 2024. 

Table 9 presents frequency distribution of the respondents on their means of raising startup capital. The 

respondents that started dorage selling business with their personal savings are the most predominant, 

totaling 65 respondents, representing 65% of the sample, while the respondents that started with capital 
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from friends/relatives were 25, representing 25% of the sample. The respondents that started with loan 

from bank are 5, representing 5% of the sample and the respondents that started with government 

assistance are 3, representing 3% of the sample. 

Table 10: For how long have you been into this dorage business? 

 Frequency Percentage 

(%) 

Valid 

Percent 

Less than 1 year 10 10.0 10.0 

More than 1 year 30 30.0 30.0 

Above 2 years 60 60.0 60.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

Source: Field survey, 2024. 

Table 10 presents frequency distribution of the respondents on the question: How long have you been into 

this Dorage business? A total of 10 respondents are into the business for less than 1 year, representing 

10% of the sample, while a total of 30 respondents are into the business for more than 1 year, representing 

30% of the sample. Finally, the respondents that are into the business for more than 2 years are the most 

predominant with a total of 60 respondents which represents 60% of the sample. 

Table 11: How many hours do you spend in a day doing this business? 

 Frequency Percentage (%) Valid 

Percent 

Less than 2 hours 10 10.0 10.0 

2 hours 20 20.0 20.0 

More than 2 hours 70 70.0 70.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

Source: Field survey, 2024. 

Table 11 presents frequency distribution on the hours they spend daily in the business by dorage sellers. 

A total of 10 respondents spend less than 2 hours, representing 10% of the sample. A total of 20 

respondents spend 2 hours, representing 20% of the sample, while 70 respondents spend more than 2 

hours daily in the business, representing 70% of the sample. 

Table 12: Does existence of dorage business have impact in unemployment reduction in Katsina 

Local Government? 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Strongly agree 45 45.0 45.0 

Agree 10 10.0 10.0 

Strongly disagree 34 34.0 34.0 

Disagree 7 7.0 7.0 

Undecided 4 4.0 4.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

Source: Field survey, 2024. 

Table 12 presents frequency distribution of the respondents on the question: Does Dorage selling business 

impacted in reducing unemployment rate in Katsina Local Government? A total of 45 respondents 

strongly agreed that dorage selling business has reduced unemployment rate in Katsina Local 

Government, which represents 45% of the sample, while a total of 10 respondents agreed that dorage 

selling business has reduced unemployment rate in Katsina Local Government, representing 10% of the 

sample, while a total 34 respondents strongly disagree, representing 34% of the sample, while a total of 7 

respondents strongly disagreed, representing 7% of the sample. While, a total of 4 respondents were 

undecided, representing 4% of the respondents. This shows that the respondents that strongly agree that 

dorage selling business reduced unemployment rate in Katsina Local Government are the most 
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predominant. 

SECTION D: Challenges faced by Dorage Sellers 

Table 13: What are the challenges you faced in dorage business? 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Capital 10 10.0 10.0 

location 25 25.0 25.0 

Market 30 30.0 30.0 

Mode of transport 32 32.0 32.0 

Others 3 3.0 3.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

Source: Field survey, 2024. 

Table 13 presents frequency distribution on challenges of dorage selling business.  A total of 10 

respondents faced challenge in terms of capital, representing 10% of the sample, while a total of 25 

respondents faced challenge in terms of location, representing 25% of the sample, while a total of 30 

respondents faced challenge in terms of market, representing 30% of the sample, while a total of 32 

respondents faced challenge in terms of mode of transport, representing 32% of the sample, while a total 

of 3 respondents faced challenge in terms of other challenges apart from the once mentioned, which 

represents 3% of the sample.  

Table 14: Do you engaged in street hawking apart from staying in your business location? 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Yes 20 20.0 20.0 

No 80 80.0 80.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

Source: Field survey, 2024. 

Table 14 presents responses of the respondents on their engagement in street hawking apart from staying 

in their business location. A total of 20 respondents are involved in street hawking, representing 20% of 

the sample, while 80 of the respondents stay in their business location, and representing 80% of the 

sample. 

Table 15: Do you require government assistance? 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Yes 10 10.0 10.0 

No 90 90.0 90.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

Source: Field survey, 2024. 

Table 15 presents frequency distribution of the respondents on the question: Do you require government 

assistance? A total of 10 respondents need government assistance, representing 10% of the sample, while 

90 respondents don’t need government assistance, representing 90% of the sample.  

Table 16: If you have another business opportunity that brings the same level of income as your 

current business, will you leave your business for that alternative? 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Yes 25 25.0 25.0 

No 75 75.0 75.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

Source: Field survey, 2024. 

Table 16 presents frequency distribution of the respondents on their needs for alternative job that will 

bring the same level of income to that of the dorage selling business. A total of 25 respondents are ready 
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to leave their current job for alternative job that brings the same level of income, which represents 25% of 

the sample. On the other hand, a total of 75 respondents are not going for alternative job and leave their 

current business, which represents 75% of the sample.  

 Table 17: Are you required to obtained permit from government before venturing into dorage 

selling? 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Yes 95 95.0 95.0 

No 5 5.0 5.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

 Source: Field survey, 2024. 

Table 17 presents frequency distribution of the respondents on the question: Do you obtained permission 

from government before venturing into the dorage selling business? Out of the 100 respondents, a total of 

95 respondents obtained permit, representing 95% of the sample. While the respondents that do not 

obtained permit from the government are 5, representing 5% of the sample.  

Table 18: What is the influence of hawking on girl-child education? 

 

 Frequency Percentage 

(%) 

Valid 

Percent 

Yes 65 65.0 65.0 

Partially 25 25.0 25.0 

No 10 10.0 10.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0 

 Source: Field survey, 2024. 

 

Table 18 presents a frequency distribution of the respondents on the question: Does hawking stops you 

from attending school?  100 girls were the respondents of this question, the objectives was to know 

whether hawking affects girl child education. Out of the 100 respondents 65% of them accents to the fact 

that hawking do affects their education. Which implies that most respondents were of the opinion that 

money realized from hawking could prevent some of the girl child to think about education as important. 

Also hawking may affect the girl child concentration in class thereby reducing their assimilation which 

may result to low performance. 

Table 19: Summary of Chi-square on estimated average income and management of their 

household by the income earned from dorage business. 

 Were you able to earn enough income 

that can manage your household from 

this business? 

Total 

 

 

Estimated 

average income 

earn daily in 

Dorage 

business 

 Yes Partially No 

N 500 - N900 8 0 0 8 

N1000 - N1400 12 0 0 12 

N1500 - N1900 14 0 0 14 

N2000 - N2400 16 0 0 16 

N2500 and above 15 25 10 50 

    Total 65 25 10 100 

Chi-square coefficient Df Significance 

53.846a 8 0.000** 

  Source: Field survey, 2024. 
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Table 18 presents summary of chi-square result on estimated average income earn daily in dorage 

business and management of household by the income. The calculated chi-square of 53.846a with degree 

of freedom of 8 is significant at 5%. This shows that estimated income earn by dorage sellers is enough to 

manage their household on daily bases. 

Table 20: Summary of Chi-square on how they start the business and its impact on employment 

generation in Katsina Local Government. 

 Does existence of dorage business have impact on unemployment 

reduction in Katsina Local Government? 

 

Total 

 

 

 

 How they 

get into 

dorage 

business 

 Strongly 

agree 

Agree Strongly 

disagree 

Disagree undecide

d 

Self-

employed 
45 10 15 0 0 70 

Employed by 

somebody 
0 0 19 7 4 30 

Total 45 10 34 7 4 100 

Chi-square coefficient Df Significance 

60.084a 4 0.000** 

Source: Field survey, 2024. 

Table 19 presents summary of Chi-square result on how they get into the dorage business and its impact 

on unemployment reduction in Katsina Local Government. The calculated Chi-square of 60.084a with 

degree of freedom 4 is significant at 5%. This shows that Dorage business help in unemployment 

reduction in Katsina Local Government. 

Table 21: Summary of Chi-square on challenges faced in dorage business and opportunity to leave 

the business for another business 

 If you have another business opportunity that brings the 

same level of income as your current business, will you leave 

your business for that alternative? 

           Total 

What were 

challenges you 

faced in dorage 

business 

 Yes No  

Capital 10 0 10 

Location 15 10 25 

Market 0 30 30 

Mode of transport 0 32 32 

Others 0 3 3 

Total  25 75 100 

Chi –square 

coefficient 

  DF Significance 

68.000a   4 0.000** 

Source: Field Survey, 2024. 

 

Table 20 presents summary of Chi-square result on challenges faced in dorage selling business and 

chance of leaving the business for another job. The calculated Chi-square of 68.000a with degree of 

freedom 4 is significant at 5%. This show that despite the challenges faced in dorage selling business 

majority of the sellers don’t want to leave this business for another business. 

 

Mohammad et al. …..Int. J. Innovative Devpt & Policy Studies 12 (3):32-49, 2024   



47 
 

Summary of Findings 

This study examines the role of hawking as a source of income in Katsina state a case study of fura 

(Dorage) sellers. The type of data used for the study was primary data through the administration of 

structured interview to 100 of Dorage sellers in Katsina Local Government. Chi-square method of data 

analysis was employed for the study. 

Based on the summary of analysis results, the results revealed that the estimated income earn by dorage 

sellers is able to manage their household on daily bases. This shows that Hawking significantly serve as a 

source of income in Katsina Local Government. The results showed how they ventured into the dorage 

business and its impact on unemployment reduction in Katsina Local government. This shows that 

Dorage business help in unemployment reduction in Katsina Local government. Also the result revealed 

that hawking do affects girl child education, it deprives girl child a proper upbringing and interferes with 

their educational achievement. Lastly the findings also revealed the challenges faced in dorage selling 

business and the chance of leaving the business for another job. The results showed that despite the 

challenges faced in dorage selling business majority of the sellers don’t want to leave this business for 

another business. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The result of reviewed literatures showed that informal sectors or small scale industries plays a vital role 

in reducing the rate of unemployment especially in developing Countries like Nigeria. This study 

collected primary data from Dorage hawkers in Katsina Local Government, using Structure Interview for 

the respondents and adopted both descriptive and inferential statistics to examine the response by the 

respondents. The results have shown that there is significant relationship between dorage hawking 

business and income generation in Katsina Local government. Dorage hawking business also has 

significant relationship in generating employment to individuals living in Katsina Local Government. 

Therefore, dorage hawking business serves as a source of income to individuals involved in the business 

in Katsina Local Government.  

The emergence of the dorage selling business has contributed a lot in employment generation and serves 

as a means income generation in Katsina Local Government as while as the Nigerian economy at large. 

This business acts as a safety valve to the multitude of jobless and unemployed individuals in the area. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are suggested. 

 Government should provide a policy guideline which acknowledges Dorage selling business. This 

would assist in expansion of the business, and eventually, employment and income would also 

increase.  

 Government through banks like microfinance and commercial banks should promote credit 

delivering to those involved in this promising business in order to promote their effective and 

efficient productivity and stimulate employment generation capacity of the business. 

 Government should try to remove every institutional bottleneck on the path of growth in dorage 

business such as infrastructural facilities and improve security of life and property.  

 To encourage girl-child education Government should provide free education for girls at all levels 

from primary to secondary school level. 

 Regulatory authorities and government should put in place legislation and policies that recognizes 

hawkers as key players in the country’s national economy.    
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