
23 

 

 

 

 

Aspect In Ikwere Language 
 

Cyrus, Smart Eziwho 

 

Department Of English and Communication Art 

Ignatius Ajuru University of Education Rumuolumeni, Port Harcourt, Nigeria 

Phone:08036721811/Email:eziwho2002@yahoo.com 

 

ABSTRACT 
This study looks at aspect in Ikwere language in Rivers State of the South-South of Nigeria. The primary 

purpose of this study is to explore into aspect in the language; identifying types of aspect   and   the 

different markers that mark aspect in the language. The intuitive knowledge of the researcher being a 

native competent speaker and the interviews of competent native speakers of the language were the 

instruments for the data collection. The study adopts Current generative grammar and X-bar as the 

appropriate theories to analyze the data collected. The study under aspect was considered two major 

headings: the perfective and imperfective. The study reveals that different aspects were marked by 

suffixes that are attached to the verb roots and the alterations of tones patterns on the suffixes. Also, the 

study reveals that in the lect, there is a tripartite tense system; the present, past and future. The study later 

recommends works on other verbal categories to enhance the available literature in the lect.  

Keywords: Ikwere language, aspect, linguistics, grammatical category  

 

INTRODUCTION  

The term aspect, or verbal aspect, was originally used rather narrowly in relation to the linguistic 

expression of semantic distinctions presumed peculiar to Slavonic languages (cf. Forsyth (1970)), or as a 

descriptive cover term for a number of language particular categories characterised by partial semantic 

overlap and defined in terms of the grammaticalisation or lexicalisation of certain features  combinations; 

Only more recently has aspect been considered from the point of view of general and theoretical 

linguistics, although it should be mentioned that a well-established tradition which looks at aspectual 

distinctions as universal was, for a long time, associated with philosophy. 

Linguists generally agree that aspect characterises the temporal constituency of a situation  

(Comrie 1976, 1985). Aspect is a very problematic grammatical category as Lee (1991) points out, in 

spite of the extensive study of the category, “aspectual concepts” the terminology for expressing them and 

the distinguishing parameters for aspectual categories such as perfective, imperfective still remain 

unclear. Katamba (1993:221) argues that aspect is an inherent verbal category which functions to 

highlight the internal temporal unfolding of the predication. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The population of this study comprises of two hundred competent native speakers of Ikwere including 

linguists (lecturers), teachers, and language students of several universities. 

Geographically, the research was situated in four Local Government Areas being; Port Harcourt; Obio 

Akpo, Ikwere; and Emohua local government areas of Rivers State, Nigeria. Therefore, the data were 

drawn from participants who were selected from some major towns and villages from the four local 

government areas. 

The research instruments used for this study were the field notes generated from interviews and the 

analyses/review of existing relevant documents and materials on Ikwere language. 
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The data for this study were generated through the primary sources which involved the researcher’s 

intuitive knowledge of the lect, personal interviews and elicitations through constant collaboration and 

cross fertilization of ideas. While the secondary sources of data collection included textbooks, journals, 

internet 

We employed descriptive technique in our analysis. The data was further glossed in English glossing 

placed by the side of the Ikwere version. The data were analysed descriptively using the current 

generative and x-bar theories. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Ele (2007:114) notes that aspect is a grammatical entity, which ‘designates the internal temporal 

organisation of the situation described by the verb…concerned with the manner in which the verbal action 

is experienced’. This implies, that in aspect, one sees through the verbal category to underscore which 

state an event or action is posited. Here, the action is seen whether completed or continuing as the case 

maybe.  

Essien (1990) sees the category of aspect to be concerned with the situation may be seen as beginning, 

finishing, progressing, or completed. He further identifies three aspectual distinctions in Ibibio namely; 

inceptive, habitual, and completive. Essien further subcategorised aspect into two parts: perfect and 

relative. Lawrence and Patricia (2018) distinguish aspect into lexical and grammatical; the lexical aspect 

refers to elements of aspectual meanings related to verb semantics, or more precisely, the meaning of 

verbs in combination with the contents of the larger verb phrase or predicate. They further point out that a 

major lexical aspect distinction is that between bounded and non-bounded events. The grammatical 

aspect, according to them, sometimes refers to as viewpoint aspect. 

Aspect is viewed as a complex grammatical notion which is not easily amenable to delimitation (cf. 

Comrie 1985, Tobin 1993, Brinton 1988 and Binnick 1990). Brinton (1988: 1), one of the most 

comprehensive analyses of English aspect to date expresses in a nutshell the reasons for this complexity: 

Aspect is a topic of current interest in many areas of language research, including 

linguistic theory, philosophy of language, language acquisition, and language-particular 

studies, yet the study of aspect presents a number of difficulties. There seems to be more 

uncertainty about the definition of this linguistic category than any other. There is no 

consensus about the object of study: widely diverse phenomena are subsumed under the 

label ‘aspect’. 

 

The term aspect in the Western grammatical system is traced to its origin in Slavic languages as Binnick 

(1990: 136) notes: 

The term “aspect” is a loan translation from the Slavic (e.g. Russian vid). Aspect is a good 

choice of translation, for vid is etymologically cognate  with the words view and vision, while 

the etymological root of aspect is spect-, which means 'see, look at, view’ (cf prospect, inspect, 

spectacle, etc.). 

This characterization of aspect as view, vision or spect- finds expression in a vast number of contributions 

in linguistics (cf. Forsyth 1970, Binnick 1990, Smith 1991). 

 

Like tense, aspect is characterized in terms of time, however, in a different way (e.g. Comrie 1976, IEL 

1992, Bhat 1999). For instance, Hockett (1958: 277) refers to aspect as having “to do not with the 

location of an event in time, but with its temporal distribution or contour”. The use of spatial expression 

“temporal distribution or contour” stresses the temporal nature of aspect. So does Jakobson (1971: 130), 

who views aspect as “the temporal values inherent in the activity or state itself”. On the other hand, aspect 

is also characterized in terms of the internal temporal constituency of a situation (cf. Comrie 1976, Dahl 

1985, IEL 1992). Comrie (1976: 5) contrasts the difference between the aspectual time and tense time 

thus: 
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Aspect is not concerned with relating the time of the situation to any other time-point, 

but rather with the internal temporal constituency of the one situation; one could state 

the difference as one between situation-internal time (aspect) and situation-external time 

(tense). 

 

The phrase “the internal temporal constituency of a situation” implies the wholeness of a situation. This 

view also finds expression in Bhat (1999: 43) when he refers to aspect as the “temporal structure of an 

event by relating it either with the event, i.e. the way in which the event occurs in time (ongoing or 

completed, beginning, continuing or ending, iterative or semelfactive)”. In short, the features of aspect 

include the beginning, termination or progression of a situation. Again here, the spatial concepts are used 

to refer to temporal notions. 

Following Dowty (1972) and Vendler (1967) two different types of aspects can be distinguished, namely:  

(i) Grammatical aspect and  

(ii) Aspectual classes. 

 

Grammatical Aspect 

Aspect is a “fully grammaticized, obligatory, systematic category of languages, operating with general 

oppositions such as that of perfective and non-perfective” (Rothstein 2004: 2). The same line of 

characterization is evident in the definition of the IEL (1992: 145) as: 

Aspect is not relational like tense; rather, it designates the internal temporal organization 

of the situation described by the verb. The most common possibilities are PERFECTIVE 

which indicates that the situation is to be viewed as a bounded whole, and 

IMPERFECTIVE, which in one way or another looks inside the temporal boundaries of 

the situation.... These aspects are usually expressed by the inflections, auxiliaries or 

particles. 

 

As stated in IEL (1992), in Russian, each verb can be classified in terms of perfective and imperfective 

aspects, with the perfective showing an explicit marking in the form of a prefix, infix, a detachable 

morpheme, a suffix or a morpho-syntactic marker. These morphemes are various but one can be identified 

as the prototypical form. The imperfective is the unmarked member because it lacks a complex 

structure.For instance, in these pairs of Russian examples taken from Verkuyl (1999), 

 

pil   versus   vypil  

drank (imperfective)   drank (perfective) 

vypil is regarded as the perfective because of its complex structure and because of its complex or bounded 

nature. On the other hand, the imperfective pil is the unmarked structure because it is morphologically 

simple. 

As Klein (1995) clearly shows, the characterization of aspect calls for spatial dimensions because it 

relates to the perspective of a particular individual. It appears as if one is seated or standing at a place 

where (s)he can view the whole situation or inside the situation where (s)he can explain the situation. 

As a result, Givón represents aspect as viewpoint or perspective, as in the following diagrams taken from 

Givón (2001: 289): 
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Diagram 6: The representation of aspect as viewpoint 
 

The difference in the two lenses is that in the perfective the speaker stands outside the line and in 

imperfective the speaker stands on the line. 

Linguists generally agree that aspect characterizes the temporal constituency of a situation (Comrie 1976, 

1985). Aspect is a very problematic grammatical category as Lee (1991) points out, in spite of the 

extensive study of the category. 

Katamba (1993:221) argues that aspect is an inherent verbal category which functions to highlight the 

internal temporal unfolding of the predication. 

Quirk and Greenbaum, (1973) notes that “aspect is a grammatical entity, which designates the internal 

temporal organization of the situation described by the verb…concerned with the manner in which the 

verbal action is experienced”. This implies that in aspect, one sees through the verbal category to 

underscore which state an event or action is posited. Here, the action is seen whether having been 

completed or continuing as the case maybe.  

Essien (1990) sees the category of aspect to be concerned with the various phases of time components of 

a situation. The situation may be seen as beginning, finishing, progressing, or completed. He further 

identifies three aspectual distinctions in Ibibio namely; inceptive, habitual, and completive. The 

completive is further subcategorized into two parts: perfect and relative. Lawrence and Patricia (2018) 

distinguish aspect into lexical and grammatical; the lexical aspect refers to elements of aspectual 

meanings related to verb semantics, or more precisely, the meaning of verbs in combination with the 

contents of the larger verb phrase or predicate. They further point out that a major lexical aspect 

distinction is that between bounded and non-bounded events. The grammatical aspect according to them, 

is sometimes referred to as viewpoint aspect. 

 Ndimele (1993:114) maintains that “ the verbal action may be at its beginning which is inception, or at 

terminated (completive or perfect) or as continuing through time with beginning, middle and end rolled 

into each other (durative progressive)”. He further outlines some of the major aspectual contrasts in 

English which as follow: 

Perfect: This is a type of aspect which expresses a state resulting from an earlier event. Some examples 

include: 

Ia. They have eaten. 

       b. They have come. 

       c. She has written a book. 

Iterative/frequentative: This indicates that an action of the verb is repeated more than once. 

Consider some examples below: 

2a. He has jumped several time. 

 b. She keeps visiting us. 

 c. He keeps smoking. 

Habitual: This refers to events that repeatedly occur without limitation on their extension into the past 

and the future. Examples: 

Point of view 

Perfective 

lens focus 

Point of view 

Imperfective lens 

focus 
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3a. John smokes target. 

b. Peter washes clothes every day. 

c. John and Peter visit each other.  

Progressive: This refers to a single unbroken activity or event that started in the past and is still on at the 

moment of reporting, and perhaps will continue after now.  

Examples include: 

4a. Mary is writing a book. 

b. John and Mary are playing. 

 c. John is bathing. 

Durative: This expresses an activity or a state of affairs which is perceived as lasting for a certain length 

of time. Examples include: 

5a. We shall be waiting until 12 noon. 

 b. John shall be coming by tonight. 

 c. She will be eating by tonight. 

Punctual: This refers to a momentary event or a state of affairs which is confined to a particular instant of 

time with no temporal duration.  

Examples include: 

6a. At last the ball hits the target. 

  b. At last the new baby arrives. 

It has been observed in the literature that some languages have rich aspectual contrasts while others do 

not. Ndimele (1993:115) notes that English has a rich aspectual contrasts, while in Odual, for instance, 

Kari (2009:53) reports that aspectual contrast is marked basically between perfective and imperfective. 

Ajiboye (2012:38) observes that the habitual and progressive aspects in Urhobo overlap in such a manner 

that they can only be’ distinguished by the introduction of a time element such as ‘Okieje’ (every time), 

‘Kedekede’ “everyday” and ‘Kokoekoke’ every time into the sentence.  

Kari (2009:77) notes that these categories impinge seriously in Odual in such a manner that making a 

clear analytical distinction between these two categories appears difficult. In describing tense (past and 

non-past), he includes the present progressive and present perfective, arguing that tense in most cases 

include the aspectual meaning. Furthermore, within the field of aspect, there are three major divisions 

observed based on the number of distinctions recognized by each group. One group recognizes one 

distinction which is perfective imperfection, with sub distinctions of the imperfective, e.g. habitual-

continuous (Friedrich 1974, Comrie 1976, Bybee 1985). Another group recognizes two distinctions, 

which are perfective and imperfective aspect, and inherent aspect. Lee (1991) and Smith (1991) refer to 

perfective imperfective as view point aspect. Inherent aspect, according to Vendler (1967) four classes of 

verbs (States, Activities, Accomplishments and Achievements) to which they have added a fifth class. 

The concept of Aktionsarten in the study of aspect is brought to the fore.  

Aspect, is a verbal category which gives us more details about the verbal activities; such as 

perfect/imperfect etc. So far, one would agree that there are disagreements among in the field of aspect.  

Further, we will consider   aspectual distinctions and the parameters of distinguishing them. 
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Habituals 

Comrie describes habitual as “a situation that characterises an extra progression of time so extended that 

the situation is not viewed as an incidental property of the moment but as a characteristic feature of a 

whole period. Habituality may involve interactivity in the sense that there may be temporal gaps in the 

event of frame.  

Givon (1984) defines habituality as “a situation which is characterized as holding either (a) at all times; or 

(b) unspecified for time”. Comrie (1976:33) defines continuous as 

Imperfectivity that is not occasioned by habituality and progressiveness as a combination of progressive 

meaning, (i.e. a situation in progress) and nonstative meaning (i.e. dynamicity).  

 

Bybee and Dahl (1989:87)  identify two important trends in the various accounts of the semantics of the 

perfective-imperfective distinctions found in the literature: “one which considers a total view of the 

situation” as a crucial property that characterizes the perfective aspect; and another which emphasizes the 

connection between perfectivity and the presence of a limit or end-state for the process. In comparing the 

use of aspectual categories in different languages, Bybee and DahI (1989) further suggest that these two 

trends are not equally adequate for all languages. Apart from these two, they also introduced a third trend 

by their statement that applying ‘bounders’ (e.g. out, up, apart etc) to a verb makes the process 

represented by the verb ‘bounded’. Lee (1991) cited in  

 

The Semantic Features of Perfective and Imperfective Aspects 

Grammatical aspect is characterised in terms of a number of semantic features (e.g. Timberlake 1984, 

Jakobson 1972, Klein 1995 and others). Klein (1995) presents the following three semantic features of 

Russian aspect as prominent, namely that, 

(i) Perfective presents an action in its totality but imperfective lacks this feature.  

(ii) Perfective presents an action as completed but imperfective presents it as not completed.  

(iii) Perfective implies the notion of a boundary but the imperfective does not imply it. 

Let us take a closer look at each of these features: 

a.The situation is presented in its totality/ not in its totality 

Klein (1995) traces the origin of this feature to Slavic linguistics in the nineteenth century. It enjoys wide 

support from a number of Russian scholars (see De Saussure 1916, Isačenko 1968, Forsyth 1970). The 

characterisation of the perfective aspect in terms of this feature suggests that the situation is presented in 

its totality. De Saussure (1916) adopts this feature by stating that the perfective represents the action in its 

entirety, like a point, beyond any development. On the other hand, the imperfective shows the action as it 

continues on the time axis. According to Klein (1995: 674), Isačenko (1968) characterizes the perfective 

as expressing an action as a holistic, condensed incident, whereas the imperfective leaves this feature 

Aspect  

perfective imperfective

e 

habitual continuous 

Non-progressive progressive 
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unexpressed. Finally, Forsyth (1970) also argues that the perfective expresses an action as a total event 

summed up with reference to a single specific juncture. 

b.The situation is presented as completed/ not as completed. 

 

Aspect in Ikwere  

In the following analyses, we adopt Comrie’s and Lyon’s aspectual distinctions as the basis of our 

discussion of the feature of aspect in Ikwere, (that is, the aspect in Ikwere is discussed under two major 

headings: perfective and imperfective aspects.  

 

The Perfective Aspect  

The perfective aspect as used in Emenanjo (1978) is referred to as completive by Welmers and Welmers 

(1968). 

 Emenanjo (2013) notes that what the modern analysts call perfective or completive aspect is called 

perfect tense by the earlier analysts.  

 

The Perfective Affirmative   

The simple perfective aspect is used to indicate that the verbal action is completed and the effect of the 

action is still felt in the present.  This form of aspect is marked by the‘lém̄/lám̄ or ném/nám’ suffixes. 

The dysyllabic suffixes which bear a high tone and a corresponding downstepped high tone harmonies 

with the vowel segment of the main verb. -lém̄ realised when vowel segment of the main verb is a wide is 

one , while - lám̄ is realised when the vowel segment is a narrow one.   

Whereas ném̄/ nám̄   are influenced by a nasalised consonant segment of the main verb, -ném̄ is realised 

when/if the vowel segment is a wide one, while ‘- nám̄’  attaches to a narrow vowel segment respectively.   

See some examples below:  

1.a. Ánêbnó   wú̩-lém̄   ọ́rò  

       (PN        buy-perf     cat) 

      ‘Anebno has built a house.’ 

 

b.  Bà    bí̩ á-lám̄ 

     (3pl come-PERF) 

 ‘They have come’. 

 

c. Ò   znù-ném̄     wīrī 

     (3sg eat-perf   food) 

‘S/he has eaten food’ 

d.  ò̩̩     rnu��̣́ - nám̄     árnu��̣́ 

      (3Sg   work-perf     work) 

       ‘S/he has worked’ 
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ò̩̩     rnụ́ - nám̄     árnu ̣́ 

 ‘S/he has worked’. 
Fig 1 
 
Going by the data; we observe from examples (1a)-(1d) that the verbal suffixes are of present perfective 

forms. In (1a), ‘-lém̄’ as in ‘wú̩-lém̄’ is realised given that the vowel segment /u/ of the main verb is a 

wide vowel. As a result, ‘wú̩-lém̄’ expresses an action that is completed at the moment of speaking, 

stating that the ‘ lám̄’  as in ‘ bia lám̄’ in (1b) is realised following the fact that vowel segment / a/ of the 

verb is, though, a central vowel, but it harmonies  more with the narrow vowels, hence ‘bi ̩ á-lám̄’ 

expresses a completed action with the semantic notion that a certain group of people have come/arrived. 

Then ‘-ne ́m̄’ as in ‘znù-ném̄’ in (1c) is reaslised because of the presence of the nasalised consonant 

segment of the main verb. The suffix ‘-ném expresses the notion that the referent is a thief   and the 

moment of speaking had completed an act of stealing thereby situating the act in the present perfective 

aspectual form.  - nám̄ as in   rnụ́ - nám̄ (1d) realised following the fact that consonant segment / rnụ́󠇁/ of 
the main verb is nasalised. - nám̄ as a perfective marker situates the act expressed by the verb, rnu 

‘work’ in the past and in a completed sense. It (-nám̄) then expresses the meaning that the referent has 

actually worked. The markers ‘-lám̄’ and ‘-lém̄’ are not based on vowel harmony but rather it is a vowel 

agreement between the vowel of the main verb which is the head of  the phrase, having an NP 

complement as modifier and the specier (Spec, NP) to the left  of the head II. 

 Also going by the tree diagram In the Fig 11, the use of verb raisig is employed to maintain the word 

order, in that the verb preceeds the perfective marker which are both hosted by the inflection. The moved 

item leaves a copy of itself as trace ( ti ) while the NII    is maximal category for the NP and NI is the 

intermediate between the NII  and N. 
 

The Perfective  Negative  

The present perfective negative indicates an event that has not happened, but will happen in future time. It 

is used   when a participant in discourse is yet to fully complete an action which will be completed after 

time of speech. This form in Ikwere is marked by a high tone auxiliary verb ‘yé’, which translates to ‘yet’ 

in English, and ‘-lê/-lâ’. The vowel segment of the auxiliary verb copies the phonological features of the 
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harmonising vowel prefix of the main verb. While ‘-lê harmonisedes with the wide vowels, ‘-lâ’ 

harmoniese /does so with narrow vowels.  

Examples are as follow:  

 2.a.   Ò    yé         é- rí-lê               wírī 

            (3Sg    Aux    -eat-perf NEG food) 

‘S/he has not eaten food’.  

  

 b. Àmádí   yó      o ́-gbú-lê               ò̩̩ chíchí    kám̄  

     (PN     Aux  kill-perf NEG   chicken    that) 

    ‘Amadi has not killed the / that chicken.’ 
 

  c.        Álékírí  yá       á-bi̩á-lâ 
 

           (PN     Aux pref–come-perfNEG) 

‘Alekiri has not come’ . 

 

 

Fig 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ò       yé     érí-lê       wiri 

‘S/he has not eaten food’ 

 

 

In line with the data in the examples (2a)-(2c), it is observed that the auxiliary verbs : yé, yó, and yá, and 

the suffixes - lê and lâ indicate present perfective in the negative. In (2a), yé and - lê as in yé  rí-lê 

expressly denote that the referent has not eaten or is yet to eat. By this, implies or is expected that S/he 

(referent) shortly after the time of utterance, will eat. The lê suffix features become the vowel segment. In 

(2b) yó and lê as in ‘yó é-gbú-lê’ expressly denote that the referent has not eaten or yet to eat. By this, it 

implies or is expected that S/he (referent) shortly after the time of utterance, will eat. The vowel segment 

[é] of the auxiliary verb is derived given that the harmonising vowel vowel prefix of the main verb is a 

half –close front unrounded vowel. In (2a) yó and lê as in’ yó   ó-gbú-lê’ expresses   the notion of  having 

killed something (fowl). Hence it is expected that the referent would kill a fowl shortly after the moment 

of speaking. The vowel segment of the auxiliary verb is derived given the fact that the harmonising vowel 
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prefix of the main verb is a half open back rounded vowel and corresponding too. The - lê suffix is 

derived following the fact that vowel segment of the main verb is wide vowel. In (2c)’ yá and -lâ’ as in ‘ 

yá    á-bi̩a-́lâ’ conveys the semantic notion of ‘ not having visited’ or ‘come’. By the above utterance, it is 

established that an event that would cause the referent (Alekiri) to visit home has or may be taking place , 

but S/he was yet to visit, as a result, S/he is expected to visit in a time after the moment of speaking. From 

what we have (2b) in (2c). Then, the - lâ suffix is derived given that the vowel segment [i̩a]́ of the main 

verb belong to the narrow vowel class. The negative marker does not exist in isolation but is usually 

suffixed to the verb; which is in line with the canonical word order of the lect . The INFL incorporates the 

AUX, V and the negative marker as shown in Fig 2 

 

The Affirmative Future Perfective  
The future perfective indicates an action which would have been carried out but was not. In other words, 

the form is used to describe an event that is expected or planned to happen before a time of reference in 

the future. The future perfective form is marked in Ikwere with an auxiliary bò/bò̩̩ with a harmonised 

vowel segment  and the’–lém/-lám’,  ném/ nám perfective marking suffixes  the future auxiliary marker 

bò/bò̩̩ takes a verb as its complement on whose vowel prefix, the auxiliary verb segment harmonises with 

the vowel of the main.  

Let us consider some examples below: 

3.a. Anebno   bò       ò-wú-lém̄      ọ́rò 

        (PN       AUX   PREF-buy PERF    house) 

‘Anebno would have built  a house’ 

 

b.       òlú     bè      è-zné-ném̄ áhḷā 

(3sg AUXPREF-come-perf) 

‘S/he would have gone to market.’ 

 

c.        Álékírí   bà       á-zá-lám̄     ó̩rò 

(PN      AUX  PREF-sweep perf house) 

“Alekiri would have swept  the house” 
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Fig 3 

 

Ò   bà       á-zá-lám̄     ó̩rò 

‘S/he would have swept  the house’          

From the data presented above (3a)- (3c) , it is observed that the auxiliary verb bò/bè/bà and the 

perfective suffixes - lém̄, ne ́m̄ and lám̄  all future  perfective markers in affirmative . In (3a) bò and – lém 

as in ‘ bò wú-lém̄’ denotes that the referent, Anebno would have built a house. An action which the 

referent would have taken but has not. The action of building a house, however, is expected to be taken by 

the referent in the future time.  In (3a) the vowel segment [o] of the auxiliary verb ‘bo’ is influenced by 

the vowel prefix[o] of the main verb which is an open back rounded vowel, which harmonises with the 

vowel segment of the main verb’ wu󠇁’. The –lém suffix in turn harmonises with the vowel segment of the 

main verb, as the vowel is of the wide set- lém is derived /featured. 

  In (3b), bè and as in bè  zné-ném̄ express the notion that referent ‘òlú’ would have gone to market, but 

had not gone, hence , it is anticipated that she would go after the speech moment. The vowel segment of 

the auxiliary verb (bè) becomes [e] because of the harmonising vowel prefix of the main verb which is a 

half –close front unrounded vowel, which is in turn influenced by the vowel segment of the main verb. 

The - ném̄ suffix featured because of the nasalised quality of the consonant segment of the main verb in 

(3c), ‘bá and lám̄’t as in ‘bà   zá-lám̄’ express the semantic notion of ‘would have swept’, implying that 

the referent s/he would swept the house. The action expressed is anticipated one which has not taken 

place, but would be carried out in future time. The vowel segment of the auxiliary verb is realised as [a] 

because of the influence of the harmonising vowel prefix of the main verb on it. The vowel prefix is on 

open front unrounded vowel, hence influenced that in the auxiliary verb to take its features. Again, the 

vowel segment of the main verb, though is a central vowel, it harmonies more with the narrow set, given 

its presence, the perfective suffix ‘ – la’ is realised. The perfective indicator also does not exist in 

isolation but is usually suffixed to the verb; which is in line with the canonical word order of the lect. The 

INFL incorporates the AUX, V and the perfective marker as shown in Fig 3. 

 

The Negative Future Perfective  
The future perfective negative indicates an action, which would not have been carried out. It expresses the 

opposite of the affirmative future perfective. The form is marked by a low tone auxiliary verb ‘bò, bè,bà, 

and the –lè/-là or –nè/nà’  perfective suffixes. The vowel segment of the of the auxiliary verb harmonises 

with the prefix of the main verb, 
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Consider some examples below: 

 4.a. Anebno    bò̩̩        ò̩̩ -zu ̩ -lâ ọ̩̀kwúkwō 

(PN AUX  pref-buy-NEG book) 

‘Anebno would not have bought the book.’ 

 

b. Ó̩       bè   e ̀-rê-le ̂         ó̩rò  a ́ 
(3sg AUX- sell-NEG  house Det ) 

‘S/he would not have sold his/her house’. 

 

c. À         bè         è-zne ́- nê        àkú 

            (1pl  AUX   pref-go   NEG farm) 

‘we would not have gone  to farm’ 

 

d. Osi   bà         à-bna ́-na ̂     òtù     Ò̩̀joō 

       (PN AUXpref-build-NEG house that) 

        ‘Osi would not have joined a secret cult’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Fig 4 
    
Ò   bà         à-bna ́-na ̂     òtù     Ò̩̀joō 
   S/he would not have joined a secret cult’ 

 

From the data in examples (4a-4d) it is observed that the auxiliary verbs ‘bò̩̩ ,bè bà and the -là, -lè, -nè 

and nà express future perfective in the negative. In (85) ‘ bò̩̩ ’  and ‘ –là’ as in’ bò̩̩   ò̩̩ -zu󠇁 ̩ -lâ ‘ express that 

Anebno would not have bought a certain book known to the speaker in the referent. by that, it implies that 

the referent,   Anebno has not bought the book. 

Also From the data above, the negative future perfective markers are‘-là and–lè’. The tone of the negative 

suffix is low as opposed to the affirmative construction and there is a deletion of the nasal consonant.  The 

head VP bi ̩ á is preceded by the Aux bà and comes before the NEG. in symmetry relationship with the 
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  tj 

 V 

Ø 

   NI 

   N 

   AP 

III 

     NII 

       Aux 

VII     Pro 

    Ò 
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PRO occupying the Spec position within the VP. The negative marker does not exist  in isolation but is 

usually suffixed to the verb; which is in line with the canonical word order of the lect . the INFL 

incorporates the AUX, V and the negative marker as shown in Fig 16. 

 

The Unfulfilled Perfective  

The unfulfilled perfective in Ikwere has a meaning which suggests that the action of the verb which ought 

to have been executed as planned before the moment of speaking was not executed. The expression is 

marked by a low tone auxiliary verb bè, an unfulfilled marker znè, and extentional suffix - kwó  

Let us consider some examples below:  

 5a.   Ánêbnó  bè   zne ̀   è-ri-̀kwó-lém̄            wìrí 

(PN      Aux- UNFUL eat-PERF food)  

‘Anebno ought to have finished eating.’ 

 

b. Bé    bè   znè   -nè  ọ ̀-znụ̀-kwó-lém̄           éznì  
(3pl aux  -Unful Pref - pig)  

‘They ought  wough have finished rearing to pig.’ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 5 

   Bé    bè   znè -nè  ọ̀-znụ̀-kwó-lém̄    éznì  
     S/he would have finished school’. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Following the data, we observe from example (5a) –(5b) that the low tone auxiliary verb bè, the 

unfulfilled marker znè, the extentional suffix, -kwo-, and the perfective suffixes –lém/-lám, are all 

indicators of unfulfilled perfective aspect in Ikwere. In (5a) bè   znè   è-ri-̀kwó-lém̄ wìrí implies that the 

referent, Ánêbnó   ought to have finished eating food before the moment of speaking. By this, it is 

understood that the unperformed action of eating was planned before the moment of speaking and ought 

to have been carried out, but was never. The auxiliary verb together with the unfulfied marker bè znè 

jointly may best be translated as ‘ought to’ in English, hence, it has a cumulative implication. The ESS-

Kwo-, and the siffix –lem both have a completive semantic, import. While the –lem perfective suffix in 
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(5a) is conditioned by the wide vowel segment of the main verb, the one in (5b) is conditioned by wide 

vowel segment of the ESS marker 

 

The Unfulfilled Negative Perfective   Aspect 

The unfulfilled negative perfective in Ikwere has a meaning which suggests   the denial of an action of the 

verb which ought to have been executed as planned before the moment of speaking was not executed. 

This is marked by‘zne  -nê’: negation affects the tones which in the affirmative constructions is ‘znè -nè’ 

low-low but in the negative sentences ‘zné-nê’ is high-falling tones 

 

6.a. Ánêbnó  bè               è-ri-̀kwó-lém̄            wìrí 

       PN      Aux- UNFUL Neg eat-PERF food)  

       ‘Anebno ought  not to have finished eating’, 

 

b. Bé    bè   zne ́-nê    ọ̀-znụ̀-kwó-lém̄           e ́znì  

 

      (3pl aux  -Unful Neg rear  Pref -        pig)  

        ‘They ought  not to have finished rearing to pig’ 
 

The Imperfective Aspect in Ikwere  

The imperfective aspect in Ikwere as it may be in some other languages is used to indicate that an event is 

still ongoing at the immediate time of speech.  

The inceptive aspect in the affirmative in Ikwere is used to express the beginning of a verbal action which 

continues after moment of speaking. Thus form of aspect in Ikwere is marked by a verb of inception 

bidnó, and the –ném perfective suffix. 

 Let us consider some examples below: 

 6.a. Álékírí    bídnó-ném̄        ó̩-kwná ákwnā 

            (PN INCEP–PERFpref-cry cry) 

‘Alekiri has started /begun to cry.’ 

 

c. Òbídnó-ném̄         ó-rí    wīrī 

            (3sg  INCEP–PERF pref-eat  food) 

            ‘She/he has started to eat food.’ 

 

d. Bè    bídnó-ném̄          ò-shí    wīrī 

           (3pl INCEP-PERF pref-cook food) 

           ‘They have begun to cook food.’ 

 

e. Èzíwhúò   bídnó-ném̄ ò-zné  sùkúlù 

            (PNINCEP-PERF   pref-go     school) 

            ‘Eziwhuo has begun to go to school’. 
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Fig  6 

 

Bè    bídnó-ném̄          ò-shí    wīrī 

‘They have begun to cook food’. 

 

Going by the data in example (6a -6d), it is observed that the inception verb bídnó, and the perfective 

suffix –ném express affirmative inception aspect in Ikwere. ‘bídnó-ném̄’as in (6a- 6d) express verbal 

actions stating that the referents, These actions continue even after the moment of speaking. While bidno 

has the semantic notion of start/begin, consonant segment in the verb. In Fig 18 the movement of the verb 

‘bídnó’ to the left of the diagram leaving the copy of the moved item. Also in the right of the diagram, the 

INFl amalgamates the the ‘to infinitive’  ‘ ò-‘ with it host, another the verb ‘shí’ and the NP.   

 

The Inceptive Aspect (Negative)  

This form of aspect in Ikwere is in contrast with the affirmative inceptive aspect. It is expressed a verbal 

action that had not started until the moment of speaking. In addition to the verb of inception, aspectual 

form is marked by a high tone auxiliary verb yé and falling tone negative suffix -nê. .  Let us consider the 

following examples: 

 7.a.     Ánêbnó yé     bídnó-nê à-kwná ákwnā 

(PN       Aux  INCEP–PERF-NEG  pref-cry       cry)  

‘Anebno has not begun to cry’. 

b. Ò      yé    bídnó-nê                      è-rí     wīrī 

(3sg Aux-INCEP-PERF-NEG pref-eatfood) 

‘She/he has not started eating food.’ 

c. Bè    yé     bídnó-nê            è-shí     míní   wīrī 

(3pl Aux INCEP-PERF pref-cook water food) 

‘They have not started cooking food.’ 

d. Èzíwhúò   yé   bìdnó-nê      è-zné ó̩rò ọ̩̀kwúkwō 

(PN         Aux  INCEP-PERF-NEGpref-go house book) 
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‘Eziwhow has not gone to school. 

e. Azie   yé  bídnó nê e-̀zné   áhí̩ á 

(PN     Aux  INCEP-PERF-NEG pref-go market) 

‘Azie has not started to go to the market’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 7 

 

Ò yé  bídnó nê è-zné   áhí̩ á 

            ‘Azie has not started to go to the market’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the data, we observe that there is an insertion of a negative auxiliary verb “yé”, a high tone vowel 

before the verb root and also a deletion of the nasalised “m̄” in the affirmative inceptive to mark negative 

in the lect. The explanation in Fig 6 still apply to Fig 7. 

 

The Affirmative Inceptive Imperative  
The inceptive imperative (affirmative) construction is used to express a command, which takes place 

immediately after the moment of speech. The inceptive imperative is marked by bído.́  

 Let us examine the following examples below: 
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8a.  BÌdnó   árnū 

(INCEP VP) 

‘Start work.’ 

 

b. BÌdnó         è-pně    ólú (ìshì shì) 
(INCEP pref-climb  up the tree) 

‘Begin to climb up’. 

 

c. BÌdnó  à-zǎ ńhnā (ó̩rò) 
(INCEP Sweep NP – house) 

‘Begin to sweep.’ 

 

d. BÌdnó è-kè  (n ́hné) 

(INCEP share something obj.)  

‘Begin to share/ start sharing’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 8 

 

BÌdnó   árnū 

‘Start work. 

 

 

 

 

The data show that the inceptive marker ‘bídno”́ bears high tone and occurs as the verb root occupying 

the subject position in the construction when it indicates a command but occurs in the accusative case, 

but, when it means normal statement that takes an NP or a direct object as is the case of 8b-d.The 

explanation in Fig 14 still apply the Fig @) 

 

The Negative Inceptive Imperative  

Negative inceptive imperative in Ikwere is marked by the alteration of tone in the negative construction as 

in  ‘ BÌdnó’ in the affirmative construction which is LH, but in the negative construction ‘bídnó’ HH and 

a compulsory ’ Ì ‘ the second person pronoun  with a low tone which automatically occupies the subject 

position of the constructions. 

Let us consider the following examples:  

 9a.  Ì   bídnó àrnú̩ 

         ( 2sg begin NEG work) 

        ‘Do not commence work.’ 
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b.    Ì bídnô             ò-pnè     ólū 

       (2sg   begin NEG pref-climb  up)  

      ‘Do not begin to climb.’ 

 

e. Ì  bídnô       ò-záà 

 (2sg begin   pref-sweep)  

‘Do not begin to sweep’. 

 

f. Ì  bídnô     ò-kě      wírí 

(RSUMP begin pref-share food) 

‘Do not begin to share’. 

 

g. Ì  bídnô    è -chìche ̀

(2sg begin pref- think) 

 ‘Do no start to think’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 8 

 

Ì  bídnô    è -chìchè 

 ‘Do no start to think’ 

 

We observed from the data that the tone of the negative imperative marker is high. We also observed that 

the tone of the inceptive imperative (affirmative) marker has changed from high tone to falling in marking 

negative. The primary ‘do’ occupies the subject position as a personal pronoun to initiate the action, 
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   bídnój       

Tterm 

aspect, or 

verbal 

aspect, 

was 

originally 

used 

rather 

narrowly 

 

              PRO 

Cyrus ….. ..Int. J. Inn. Lit., Lang. & Arts Studies 11(3):23-49, 2023 

 



41 

 

negative imperative is anchored which is the [Spec, CP] within the inceptive and must necessarily take an 

object in most of phrases exemplified in 9c-f. The lect is still maintained the same pattern in the 

presentation of the tree diagram and apply same explanations. 

 

The Affirmative Simple Imperative  

The simple imperative affirmative construction is used to express command. The simple imperative is 

marked by attaching the harmonizing open vowel suffix to the verb root with both bearing low and high 

tones. 

See some examples below:  

85a . Rìí 

        (eat-IMPV) 

          ‘Eat.’ 

b. Gnú 

(sing-IMPV) 

‘sing.’ 

 

c. Zàá 

(sweep - IMPV) 

‘sweep.’ 

d. kwùú 

(speak-IMPV) 

‘speak.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 9 

Kwùú 

 ‘speak.’ 

 
The Negative Simple Imperative  

This construction is also referred to as prohibitive. It is formed by inserting a compulsory subject with a 

high tone. Also observe that the tone of the verb root is a falling tone to still negate the construction. 

 Let us see the following examples:   

9a.  Ì   rî 

(2sg eatNEG) 

‘Do not eat.’ 

 

b.  Ì gwnû 

    (2sg   singNEG) 

     ‘Do not sing.’ 
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Aspectual classes involve the classification of verbs in terms of their semantic content, such as states, 

activities, accomplishments and achievements. It is for this reason that these classes are sometimes 

referred to as ‘verb classes’. This classification is based on purely lexical, non-grammatical and 

unsystematic principles. The classification of verbs into states, activities, achievements and 

accomplishments in English “reflects universal properties of the events in the denotations of the verb” 

(Rothstein 2004: 16) and can be determined by features such as dynamic–static and telic–atelic. The 

dynamic-static and telic-atelic dichotomies efficiently show co-occurrence restrictions, particularly in 

syntax and morphology (cf. Smith 1991, Padučeva 1995). The aspectual meaning of a sentence is the 

synthetic result of situation aspect and viewpoint aspect; situation aspect referring to the intrinsic 

aspectual properties of an idealised situation such as dynamic–static and telic–atelic features; and 

viewpoint aspect to the speaker’s choice of a perfective-imperfective aspect. 

 

a Ì  zâ 

( 2sg sweepNEG) 

‘Do not sweep.’ 

b. Ì   kwû 

( 2sg speakNEG) 

‘Do not speak. 

c. Ì   lê 

           (2sg look NEG) 

            ‘Do not look’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 10 

d. Ì   kwû 

‘Do not speak 

 

 

The Affirmative Durative Aspect  

This morphological process has been referred to in Igbo as incompletive by Welmers and Welmers 

(1968); Emenanjo (1985) refers to it as imperfective and durative in (1971). The durative aspect is used to 

express actions that are ongoing at the moment of speaking. The durative aspect in Ikwere subsumes the 

progressive aspect and is marked by a suffix ‘waĺam̄́’, which bears a high tone and suffixed to the verb 

root.  

Let us see the following examples below 

10 a  . Anebno    zú-wálám̄  ó̩rò 

(PN        buy-DUR  house) 

‘Anebno has started buying a house’. 

 

b. Ò̩ dú̩-wálám íwó 

 (3sgsew-DUR cloth) 

‘S/he has started sewing clothes/or s/he is a tailor’. 
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c. Èzíwhúò zné-wálám̄ 

(PN          go-DUR-perf) 

‘Ezihwuo has started going’. 

 

d. Ò̩kwò̩-wálám̄      mótò 

(3sg drive-DUR-perf   car) 

‘S/he is driving a car’. 

 

e. Álékírí rí-wálám̄       wírí 

(PN      eat-DUR-perf food) 

‘Alekiri is eating food.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 11 

 

Álékírí rí-wálám̄       wírí 

‘Alekiri is eating food’. 

 

The Negative Durative Aspect 

This expresses actions that are not on going at the time of speaking. It is marked by ‘-wâla’̀a falling and 

low tones negative suffix which is attached to the verb roots. 

Let us consider some examples below:  

 10a.  Ánêbnó kwó-wâlà             mótò 

(PN drive-DUR-NEG motor) 

‘Anebno has not started driving’. 
 

b. Èzíwhúò rì-wâlà  

(PN eat-DUR-NEG) 

‘Eziwho has not starting eating.’ 

 

c. Ánêbnó zú̩-wâlà àlì̩̩  

(PN buy-DUR-NEG land) 

‘Anebno has not started purchasing land’. 
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d. Ò̩     dnú-wâlà            ìwó 

(3sg sew-DUR-NEG cloth) 

‘S/he is not sewing cloth’. 

 

e. Ánêbnó       lú̩-wâlà ńnwèrnè 

(Anebno mary-DUR-NEG wife) 

‘Anebno has not started marrying a wife.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 12 

Ò̩     dnú-wâlà            ìwó 

‘S/he is not sewing cloth’. 

 

 

Similarly to English language is the agreement (subject-verb-object) order  is Ikwere accepts the 

auxiliaries before the negative mark and the head IP but differently is the fact that some main verbs take 

the morphological overt maker yé while others do not  agree with it while others take the three in 

succession as in 87f. 

 

The Affirmative Habitual Aspect  

The habitual aspect denotes an action or event which is done repeatedly over a long period of time. 

Comric, (1996:27) argues that habitual describes a situation, which is characteristic of an extended period 

of time; so extended that the situation referred to is viewed as an incidental property of the moment but 

precisely as a characteristic feature of a whole period. Ndimele (2007:115) in agreement with Comrie 

(1976) points out that habitual refers, “to events that repeatedly occur without limitation on their 

extension into the past and the future”. It is marked by the morpheme –ga,́ a high tone auxiliary verb 

attached to the verb root.  

Let us see the following examples:  

89a.  Kíníkā   shí-gá       wírí 

        (PN      cook-HAB food) 

        ‘Kinika cooks food’. 
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íwóØ         

ìwó 
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b.  Ò̩ snú-gá ìwú 

     (3sg wash-HAB cloth) 

       ‘S/he washes Cloth’. 

 

C    Ánêbnó rí gá wírí 

      (PN eat-HAB food) 

      ‘Anebno eats food.’ 

 

d    Èzíwhúò kwò̩̩ -gà mótò 

       (PN drive-HAB - motor) 

      ‘Eziwhuo drives motor .’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 13 

 

Ò̩ kwò̩̩ -gà mótò   

‘S/he  drives motor 

 

 

 The Habitual Negative Aspect 

11a.  Kíníkā   shí-gá       wírí 

        (PN      cook-HAB food) 

        ‘Kinika cooks food’. 

 

b.  Ò̩ snú-gá ìwú 

     (3sg wash-HAB cloth) 

       ‘S/he washes Cloth’. 

 

C    Ánêbnó rí gá wírí 

      (PN eat-HAB food) 

      ‘Anebno eats food.’ 

 

d    Èzíwhúò kwò̩̩ -gà mótò 

       (PN drive-HAB - motor) 

  ‘Eziwhuo drives motor . 
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Cyrus ….. ..Int. J. Inn. Lit., Lang. & Arts Studies 11(3):23-49, 2023 

 



46 

 

CONCLUSION 
We observed that aspect is classified under two major headings of perfective and imperfective, the 

perfective Aspect include: the present perfective (affirmative and Negative) the future perfective 

(affirmative and negative) and the unfulfilled perfective. We further observed that the present perfective 

(affirmative) is marked by the suffix ‘-lám̄ and lésm̄’ morpheme; while the present perfective auxiliary 

negative markers are ‘-yé, le, and la’ followed by the main verb and a negative suffix ’-lè attached to the 

main verb to form the present perfective negative constructions. Furthermore, we observed that the future 

perfective (affirmative) is marked ‘bò’, and ‘bà’ morphemes followed by a main verb to which the 

perfective suffixes ‘-lám and lém’ are attached. While the negative form take la ̀and lèmorphemes to mark 

the negative constructions. However, the negative suffix ‘-là and le’̀ take low tones. 

We observed also, that the unfulfilled perfective is expressed by ‘-kwòlém ‘ suffixed to the main verb ‘rì-‘ 

which must be preceded  by an auxiliary verb ‘be’̀. 

Furthermore, under the imperfective Aspect, we have the inceptive aspect. (affirmative and negative) the 

inceptive  imperative Aspect. (affirmative and negative). The simple imperative aspect. (affirmative and 

negative) and the durative Aspect. (affirmative and negative). The study further revealed that the 

inceptive aspect (affirmative) is marked by ‘-ném morpheme, a high tone suffixed to the inceptive marker 

‘bído-́‘. Also, we observed that the inceptive marker consistently bears high tone which is not determined 

by the tone of the verb root. While the negation is marked by the negative auxiliary inceptive marker ‘ye’̀ 

which occurs after the subject and as prefix to the inceptive perfective marker ‘ne’̀ a high tone. We 

noticed that there is a deletion of ‘m’ in the inceptive marker to mark negation in the language. The 

research further reveals that the inceptive imperative (affirmative) is marked by bídó morpheme. It is 

interesting to note that the marker occurs before the verb root and harbours no subject; while the inceptive 

imperative (negative) is marked ‘í-. The prefix. ‘í-’ with a high tone is the negative imperative marker and 

also assumes the subject position in a construction. The study also reveals that the simple imperative 

(affirmative) is expressed by attaching the harmonizing open vowel suffix ‘riì’́ to the verb root; while  the 

simple imperative (negative ) is marked by inserting a compulsory subject ‘i’́ morpheme with a high tone.  

Additionally, we observed that durative aspect (affirmative) is marked by the ‘-walám̄’ morpheme which 

is suffixed to the main verb; while the negative is marked by ‘-wàlá ’ morpheme, a low/high tone negative 

suffix. Also there is a deletion of ‘m̄’ to mark negation. 

Importantly, the work identified Present Perfect, Present Progressive, Present Perfect Progressive, Past 

Perfect, Past Progressive, Past Perfect Progressive, Future Perfect, Future Progressive and Future Perfect 

Progressive. The study revealed that Present Perfect is marked by ‘lám/lém and the vowel of these 

suffixes are determined by the vowel of the main verb. The Present Progressive is marked by ’ –gá’ suffix 

attached to the verb, while the Present Progressive is by ‘ zìné’ and  ‘zné’ morphemes respectively. Also, 

according to the study, Past Perfect are marked by ‘lém and a compulsory adverb of time. Past 

Progressive is marked by ‘gá’ suffix with an a adverb of time. The past perfect progressive is marked by 

the suffix ‘zòlám’ which is attached to the verb root.  The Future Perfect is marked by ‘ném’suffix with 

an auxiliary verb. Future progressive is marked by ‘yè’ morpheme expresses futurity while the suffix ‘-

wá’ , a high tone vowel. The perfect progressive is marked ‘bà-zím’ and ‘nà’. 
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