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ABSTRACT 

Terrorism has been profoundly a problem for the international community, which has experienced a 

growing array of assaults by extremist organizations in recent years. The initial waves of terrorism 

that took place as revolutionary attacks and other important causes were not only a challenge to the 

Middle East, where terrorism is endemic but also a global phenomenon. Extremism inspired by 

religion is perhaps today's biggest threat to humanity. The enormous cultural and ethnic differences 

around territorial borders are further complicating the geopolitical situation in Africa, making it 

impossible to collect and analyze intelligence. This work examined the menace of terrorism in Africa 

and the middle East armed sects by employing the doctrinal research methodology. The doctrinal 

methodology was adopted because it involves the use of primary and secondary sources of materials 

and this method was relied upon due to the nature of this research. The work found that though 

Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism and other religions have developed their own forms of bigotry; the 

most active are now the leading Islamic sects. This research identified that the rise of radicalism in 

Africa may be seen as the product of socio-political instability, which has grown since the 

independence of the continent under weak socio-economic conditions. The study recommended that 

African countries ravaged by the upsurge of terrorist activities can adopt the best counter-terror 

strategy that focuses on economic and political autonomy, equality, growth, innovative operational 

frameworks, and enabling defense potential in and around the region to tame the incessant insurgency. 

The work suggested that these principles will eradicate the underlying problems of extremism, 

maintain long-term peace as well as prosperity and encourage Africans to create a security synergy 

capable of grounding activities of extremist. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Terrorism has obviously been a profound problem for the international community, which has 

experienced a growing array of assaults by extremist organizations in the recent years. The Middle 

East is widely associated with extremism. It is because Islamist populism has shown its breeding 

capabilities as well as its clandestine rewards. Middle East extremism is a threat that has both 

sub-regional and regional repercussions. The initial waves of terrorism that took place as 

revolutionary attacks and other important causes were not only a challenge to the Middle East, where 

terrorism is endemic but also a global phenomenon. 

In a more specific territorial context, West and Central Africa are prone to terrorism. The continued 

violence and tensions in this region since 2010 have given rise to fears that terrorism developments 

may sweep current economic progress of states within the region and into the future as well as lead to 

political instability. The crippling effects of radical aggression by a variety of militant organizations 

has been felt in societies in these areas. But the challenges from regional violence, as we have seen 

with ISIL, also extend to the global population in a more globalized environment. This underlines that 

the international community takes the appropriate steps to identify means to strip the terrorist groups 

of their funding through the immediate and future global effects of terrorism. 

The establishment of an Africa Command indicates plainly that the US military and other U.S. policy 

institutions view Sub-Saharan Africa as the increasing target to Islamist extremism. This decision was 
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inspired by the fact that the fractured existence of US military intelligence and regional security 

training activities failed to address the growing security challenge faced by emerging Islamic 

networks in Eastern and Southern Africa, the heavy involvement of radical Islamic groups in Somalia, 

and the involvement of Iran's Hezbollah-affiliated groups. Al-Qaeda's ambitions in spreading to 

Sub-Saharan Africa are clearly described as driven by the vulnerability and high degree of corruption 

that make operating in Africa easier than in countries with strong defense, military and government 

forces. 

The enormous cultural and ethnic differences around territorial borders are further complicating the 

geopolitical situation in Africa, making it impossible to collect and analyze intelligence. The 

Sunni-Salafi groups, for example, are working towards creating an Islamic caliphate made up of 

network of jihadist groups. The extremist form of Islam introduced from the Middle East with 

implications in the world sweeps-away this tolerant type of Islam. The radical Shiite groups have been 

connected to Libya and Hezbollah via family and business networks, in contrast to Sunni- Salafist 

groups funded by Al Qaeda. Iran sponsors this community with the aim of expanding its economic 

influence to Africa. 

 

Conceptualizing Terrorism: A Political and Socio-Religious Context 

The African and Greater Middle East regions have both the enabling and objective-rich climate for 

terrorists pursuing global power and in Africa, terrorism is rising exponentially. Via research, it can 

be easily inferred that there is no general consensus on terrorism. Given the vast operationalization of 

these social concepts, the fundamental premise is that terrorism includes not only violence, but also 

mass victimization.1 Terrorism, though, means political incompetence that typically ends with greed, 

discrimination and oppression. The cycle converts from disappointed reorganization, which creates 

terror and rage, to political conflict and a striking outbreak of violence. 

In this same vein, terror has been described as the premeditated use by an individual or a group of 

individuals of a threat or violence in order to inflict panic, devastation or death, especially against 

unarmed people, properties or infrastructures in a state, to compel those responsible to respond to the 

individual or group's demands and expectations in relations to such acts of violence.2 Terrorists may 

be challenged and required to alter the status quo in terms of the political, cultural, moral, social and 

religious system in and around the state concerned or to alter the moral failings and policies of the 

state controlled in relation to its connections with certain groups or nations. Political motive is the 

universal concept across all conceivable significances of terrorism. However, for many terrorist 

groups around the world, there is another phenomenon which seems to inspire even more and that is 

religious justification. 

Extremism inspired by religion is perhaps today's biggest threat to humanity. Though Christianity, 

Judaism, Hinduism and other religions have developed their own forms of bigotry; the most active are 

now the leading Islamic sects. To justify their acts, extremists have twisted faith and moral values. 

The rise of radicalism in Africa may be seen as the product of socio-political instability, which has 

grown since the independence of the continent under weak socio-economic conditions. For example, 

radical Islamic groups emerged in Eastern Africa as a result of social unrest by the Muslim minority 

who had feelings of persecution, disenfranchisement and structural displacement3. It is possible to 

clarify the actions of militant groups by conceptualizing terrorism. 

Crenshaw has used the methods and framework to describe extremism from existing theoretical 

institutions4. The instrumental strategy is based on the premise that terrorist act is a political actor's 

deliberate decision. The terrorist group acts as a network for pursuing goals and ideals that 

fundamentally alter social and political circumstances. 

This perspective considers violence to be deliberate and fear to be a means to achieve a political goal. 

It also claims that government and critics are examined as if they are engaged in a traditional dispute 

in which both sides are seeking to control one another's actions but by comparison, the interpersonal 

                                                           
1 Laqueur, W. (2003), No end to war: Terrorism in the twenty-first century, Bloomsbury, New York. 
2 Onuoha, F. and Erizim, G. (2013), "Terrorism" and transnational organized crime in Western Africa, Available at: 

http://studies.aljazeera.net/en/reports/2013/06/2013624102946689517.html. 

 
3 Bamidele, S. (2015),"Terrorism in Mali and Nigeria: assessment and projection", Journal of the International Centre for 

Political Violence and Terrorism Research. Vol. 7 No. 8, pp. 10-15. 
4 Crenshaw, M. (1987)."Theories of terrorism: Instrumental and Organizational Approaches", Journal of Strategic Studies, 

Vol. 10 No. 4, pp. 13-31 
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strategy emphasis in the terror group is to adopt the act of terror on internal government structures. 

Terrorism could further be defined in a social sense generally as a consequence of the group's survival 

struggle. The members of the groups maintain that the group develops and succeeds by providing 

various opportunities to adherents in order that defection and conflict are stopped by creating clear 

group loyalties. These experiences include the ability to examine militant acts such as the tactics of 

Boko Haram and al-Shabaab in Nigeria and Somalia. The two organizations use terrorism as a 

weapon to achieve their defined objectives and goals which entail a shift from constituted to lslamic 

caliphates in the country's political situations within their spheres of activity, and the use of violence 

in the conduct of regime change or the enforcement of the fanatical Islamic values that has thus 

prevailed, especially in Somalia. Often, these organizations are structured in such a way that they 

demand their members 'deep commitment so they do not suffer rebellions. Rewards from financial to 

religious (godly recognition, gift of virgins and position in paradise) were used to promote their cause 

and to win the loyalty of adherents. 

 

Historical Dimensions of Terrorism in Africa 

Terrorism can be historically, ideologically, geographically, culturally, economically or 

environmentally motivated, but not every terrorist attack in Africa was motivated by these factors. In 

Africa there had been several outbreaks of extremism from different outlets. For example, the desire 

for self-determination was motivated primarily by nationalist independence movements. In this 

situation, Western colonization and its culture were the root cause and the colonial masters worsened 

the situations by their politics of dominance and segregation. Nationalists wanted to escape the 

embarrassment they were exposed to by colonialism.5 In other words, the need to mobilize Africa's 

people from a political, economic, social and cultural viewpoint sponsored the earliest phase of 

terrorism. The restitution by the African personality was identified by Kwame Nkrumah.6 

A variety of reasons contributed to the initial preceding upsurge of extremism, which was related to 

multiple civil wars, such as an inability to fulfil the political and economic advances made in the fight 

for independence, discontent with colour-free boundaries and differing philosophies. The Civil War in 

Ethiopia, amongst groups as Tigrayans and Oromos was motivated by the will of Eritreans to 

self-determination, as well as political wars and ambitions to power. UNITA was largely motivated by 

political differences and personal aspirations in many countries such as Angola. Civil wars have also 

been wreaked in many areas of Africa due to corruption, the state alliance to one or two ethnic groups, 

the abuse of professional resources, including intelligence, and the lack of open, responsive and 

responsible governance. Such challenges have led to frustration and, in some situations, to people 

taking up arms to fight for justice and equality. 

Indeed, Africa has been one of the sources of civil war and chaos in the political misadministration 

and marginalization of other ethnic groups. More so, at the socio-economic stage, flawed 

macro-economic strategies, the shortage of jobs, policy tenders, corruption and other economic gains 

could be observed, the situation is worsened by degenerating poverty and economic marginalization 

of certain classes7. 

The continuous surge in violence across Africa, coupled with the issue of Israel-Palestine, was 

motivated by alleged injustices in Palestine. The inability to enact numerous UN security council 

resolutions, including Resolution 242 of the Security Council of 1967, led to a number of African 

countries (like South Africa) supporting the Palestinian cause in the 1970s, leading to the lack of 

self-determination and social rights in the occupied Palestinian territories. 

Several factors pointing to weak defense and government structures are mostly the main causes of the 

fourth wave of terrorism in Africa, especially in relation to those terror sects affiliated with Al-Qaeda 

operations. The presence, for several years by some political organisations and the Egyptian State, of 

al-Zawahiri and his followers can be clarified in Cairo. Moreover, the presence of porous borders in 

much of Africa facilitates the atmosphere where terrorist and criminal groups are able to exploit. 

Indeed, in many African nations, border protection is so insufficient that governments, cannot keep 

aliens out. No nation in Africa, be it within the Indian Ocean, the Pacific Ocean, the Mediterranean 

Sea or the Red Sea, has the power to monitor its coasts. African states rely on undertraining and 

incompetent intelligence workers in addition to the lack of sufficient border protection. Africa's states 

                                                           
5 William Rosenau, Al Qalda recruitment trends in Kenya and Tanzania, Studies in conflict and Terrorism, 28 pp 1-10 
6 Paul Wilkinson, (1977). Terrorism and the liberal state, Macmillan, London, pp 47-68. 
7 F Bayart, S Ellis and B Hibou, (1999). The criminalization of the state in Africa, James Currey, Oxford press. 
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can't rise above terrorism as al-Qaeda components are impossible to overcome without significant 

capacitance building in the areas of research, monitoring and prevention. In fact, the extent of 

corruption in certain countries' public services have made most African states vulnerable to nefarious 

activities of extremist sects. Therefore, without a stable, effective, responsive and responsible 

governance in African nations, non-State actors, including the terrorists, would always open up 

themselves to exploitation. 

 

Al Shabaab 

One of the biggest terrorist dangers in East Africa is still the Somalian extremist organisation 

al-Shabaab. Al-Shabaab has conducted a number of lethal operations, including attacks against the 

African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), which was set up to combat the group and stabilise 

the nation. Notably, the gang planned explosions in Mogadishu in October 2017 that resulted in the 

deaths of nearly 500 people. It was also in charge of the 2015 attack on Garissa University, which 

killed 148 people, and the 2013 Westgate Mall attack in Nairobi, Kenya, which killed at least 67 

people.8 The organisation has also carried out suicide bombings in Djibouti and targeted border 

towns in Kenya. 

Even in Mogadishu, the capital of Somalia, Al-Shabaab has maintained its influence due to its 

adaptability and persistence in the face of AMISOM's persistent counterterrorism efforts. AFRICOM 

Commander General Thomas Waldhauser issued a warning in 2017 that if the planned force pullout 

in 2018 occurred, a significant portion of Somalia might return to Al-Shabaab control or even allow 

ISIS to grow.9 But in order to preserve its power in the area, Al-Shabaab has actively opposed ISIS 

infiltration in Somalia and engaged in combat with pro-IS groups in recent years.10  

 

Ansar al-Sharia 

Ansar al-Sharia is in essence two distinct, loosely suspected terrorist organizations. The first in 

Tunisia and the third in Libya. The group in Tunisians has around 1000 followers who capitalized on 

the turmoil of the Arab spring. Although the Arab Revolt saw Tunisia sect to become popular even 

more than that in Libya, the civil war in Libya has popularized the sect as well as increased the dozens 

of foreign jihadi fighters that find their way to Libya. This may be why the Libyan group has 

succeeded so far. They have over 4,000 members, and have played an active part in the Libyan Civil 

War. They are notorious for banning voters from taking part in free elections as one of the most 

prominent extremist groups in Africa. They say that democracy is anti-Islamic, and people who 

participate are regarded as traitors11. They perceive elections in Libya as the quest by the west to 

impose a puppet on their people. That position taken by the sect easily wins the sympathy of many of 

the citizenry, who were enjoying sustainable dividends of good governance under the leadership of 

Gaddafi before the coalition of Western states invaded their country, killed Gaddafi and laid the 

foundation of crisis that led to the collapse of nation building, destroyed institutions as well as the rise 

of full-scale civil war in their country. 

 

Al-Qaeda 

Al-Qaeda has been involved in Africa for a long time and has remained so. Al-Qaeda is a kind of 

organization that comprises hundreds of small groups in the world. There are actually several factions 

active in Africa. Most of them have less than 2,000 followers and operate in one country and are 

actually working to topple the sovereign government. Al-Qaeda has gradually turned from what it 

actually used to be. At some point, they seem to be a little apprehensive over entering the African 

continent from their original base with Osama Bin Laden in Afghanistan and later Pakistan. 

Surprisingly, they have earned hundreds of million dollars in abductions and attacks on small villages 

in the past 10 years. More notably is the fact that their guerrilla tactics and withdrawal to rural areas in 

many African societies are almost difficult to overcome, and has made the group a difficult sect that 

can be easily overran12. It would be recalled that it is such institutionalized culture of secret cells and 

                                                           
8 For more Information, see Lauren Ploch Blanchard and Katherine Z. Terrell CRS In Focus IF10170 Al-Shabaab resilient  
9  AFRICOM 2017 Posture Statement available at 

https://www.africom.mnil/media-room/document/28720/africom-2017-posture-satement. 
10 Jason Warner and Caleb Weiss, "A Legitimate Challenger? Assessing the Rivalry between al-Shabaab and Islamic State 

in Somalia," CTC Sentinel, November 2017. 
11 Terrorist Designations of Three Ansar al-Shari'a Organizations and Leaders." U.S. Department of State, 10 January 2014.  
12 Gunaratna, Rohan & Oreg, Aviv. (2010).Al Qaeda's Organizational Structure and its Evolution.Studies In Conflict & 

Terrorism. 33. 1043-1078.10.1080/1057610X.2010.523860 
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operational hiding, which Osama created that helped him to escape the satellite of the United States of 

America till President Barack Obama supervised his killing. 

 

Ansaru 

Extremist movements in Africa continues to threaten the security of the region. Jamaat al Ansar 

Musleen fi Bilad al-Sudan, also known as Ansaru, a militant organization with al-Qaeda connections, 

has repeatedly launched attacks and abductions in northern Nigeria. The latest attack was in 

mid-January 2020, when Ansaru reported at the time, conducted an attack on Kaduna-Zaira highway 

that killed at least six people, abducted hundreds, and burnt many cars.13 In Borno State, the bulk of 

attacks were taking place in northern and northeastern Nigeria. 

The sect has listed public places including worship centres, stores, shopping malls, hotels, cafes, 

restaurants, soccer spotting centres, migration sites, transit hubs, state offices, defense and education 

institutions (especially schools, advanced institutions of learning as well as universities) and foreign 

organizations are also targeted. The sect can strike in public or busy areas, including places of 

worship, religious and public holidays and during voting times, when electorates become specially 

targeted. 

It is generally argued that Boko Haram belongs to a branch of Ansaru until they split in 2012. At 

some point, they got no recognition, but finally they did after their niche was discovered. Opposingly, 

their focus may hit people in the west in drastic ways. Through posting videos in which they revealed 

some intention to abduct and kill all westerners going anywhere near their territories, they attracted 

worldwide recognition. Of whatever excuse, the Nigerian army is often unexpectedly targeted. Once, 

they broke into a safe base using bombs and captured several foreign rebellions. It is assumed, for no 

cogent cause why they had to kill the hostages. The bulk of terrorist groups in Africa engage to an 

extent in these form of foreigner's abductions. 

 

Ansar Dine 

One well-known terrorist group in North Africa with many contacts in the area is Ansar Dine. Its 

name, which means "Defenders of the Faith," was created by militant leader Iyad Ag Ghali. The 

organisation is a Salafi-Jihadist movement that poses serious risks to West African citizens and 

peacekeepers in its quest to impose a Sharia-based government. It shares a lot of the same beliefs as 

Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM).14  

Due to its involvement in the 2012 Malian conflict, Ansar Dine became well-known. The Malian 

president was overthrown in a military coup early that year, and the National Movement for the 

Liberation of Azawad (MNLA) began an insurgency to take control of northern Mali. Ansar Dine, the 

MNLA, AQIM, and the Mouvement pour l’Unification et le Jihad en Afrique de l’Ouest (MUJAO) 

organised an offensive, taking advantage of the instability to overthrow government forces and take 

control the area. Ansar Dine would eventually push out the MNLA to impose strict Sharia law, even 

though the MNLA had originally taken over the area.15 

Tensions arose in April 2012 as Ansar Dine, AQIM, and MUJAO campaigned for an Islamic state 

governed by Sharia law, while the MNLA attempted to create a secular, independent northern state. 

After capturing Timbuktu from the MNLA at the end of April, Ghali gave Ansar Dine instructions to 

impose Islamic law throughout the area. Timbuktu, Kidal, Gao, and the surrounding areas were under 

the authority of the group and its allies by June 2012. With about 100 vehicles many of which were 

stolen from the Libyan government during the Arab Spring and civil conflict by MNLA militias and 

well-positioned fortifications, Ansar Dine maintained a strong presence.16 Even though they haven't 

conducted many large-scale attacks since 2013, Ansar Dine is still one of the deadliest extremist 

organisations in Africa. 

 

Abdullah Azzam Brigades 

In several nations, the Abdullah Azzam Brigades, a Sunni jihad organization launched operations 

from Egypt to Pakistan, and was established in Afghanistan by a number of extremists who fought 

                                                           
13 BBC News, 11 March, (2013). 'Profile: Who are Nigeria's Ansaru Islamists?', available at 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-21510767 
14 Global Terrorism Databas, (2016). [Data file]. Retrieved from https://www.start.umd.edu/gtd;'J 
15 Lebovich, Andrew, (2013). "AQIM and Its Allies in Mali." The Washington Institute for Near East 
16 Al Jazeera, 29 June, (2012). Tuareg Rebels Driven out of Timbuktu." 
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against the Soviet Union. Although in Africa they seem to have been involved since 2004, when they 

engaged in an attack leading to the deaths of over 30 people. The year that followed witnessed their 

incessant bombings and more shook as well as fear across North Africa as a whole due to their 

activities. Their activities in the Iraq War has led to popular public criticism, even as intelligence 

gathering failure has been blamed. Many African militant organizations tend to blame local conflicts 

as a good opportunity for their penetration and atrocities. The terror sect is based primarily in 

Lebanon and in the Arabic Peninsula. Abdulla Azzam brigades has ties with al-Qaeda. It is claimed to 

have branches in Afghanistan, Pakistan and in the Palestinian territories. 

The brigades of the Abdullah Azzam are defenders of the Sunni Muslims and are dismissive of Shi'a 

hegemony in Lebanon. They have agitated for revolutionary uprising, the overthrow of the Saudi 

Government and attacks on westerners in that region, which implied that Western visitors to the 

Arabian Peninsula are their main target for abduction. The group is alleged to be responsible for 

rockets from Southern Lebanon into Israel and the suicide bombing of a Japanese fuel tanker in the 

Hormuz area in 2010.17 

 

Al-Iihaad Al-Islamiya 

In 1984, two organizations—Al Jama’a Al Islamiya and Wahdat Al Shabaab Al Islamiya—merged to 

establish Al Ittihad Al Islamiya (AIAI). For many years after its inception, AIAI maintained its 

secrecy by abstaining from violent acts and public statements. Religious movements headed by 

Islamic clerics, the founding member organisations had been in operation since the 1960s and aimed 

to establish an Islamic state in the Horn of Africa while fending off Western influence. Sheikh Ali 

Warsame, the former head of Wahdat Al Shabaab Al Islamiya, took over as coalition leader after the 

merger. AIAI first sought its goals peacefully, but by the late 1980s, it had turned to military 

opposition against Siad Barre, the dictator of Somalia.18 Hassan Dahir Aweys, a Somali national, led 

AIAI's militant section in the early 1990s, as Barre's dictatorship was falling apart. Before AIAI 

formally announced its existence, the two founding groups functioned somewhat independently for a 

brief period after its creation.19 

After Barre fell in 1991, AIAI became most active in Somalia, taking control of the northeast, 

including the important port city of Bosasso. The organisation set up a sizable base and strategic 

facilities west of the city of Bosasso, close to Qaw. Internal conflicts with competing factions 

compelled AIAI to move its operations to Gedo, close to the Ethiopian border, by the mid-1990s. 

AIAI expanded its operations outside of Somalia to Ethiopia, Kenya, and Djibouti. It actively 

supported separatist activities among the ethnic Somali population in the Ogaden region and carried 

out attacks in Ethiopia, especially in the capital, Addis Ababa. 

 

Boko Haram 

Boko Haram was formed in 2002 by Mohammed Yusuf, who is now the deceased Islamist leader, but 

there have been iterations of the group under various names since the late 1990's. The group's name 

means "Western education is prohibited", a name that emerged from the Hausa people's interpretation 

and perception of the sect's activities. Since 2002,the sect committed all manners of violations of 

human rights. In 2015, in the strangest combination ever, Boko Haram joined ISIS. 

The alliance with ISIS was necessary for Boko Haram to establish itself as internationally active and 

influential. By capturing nearly 300Chibok school girls, over hundred Dapchi school girls, bombing 

of military and Police Barracks as we as UN headquarters in Abuja, Lois Edet Nigerian Police 

Headquarters, Nyanya Market, many media houses and participating in an unprecedented 

displacement of 2.3million people in regional armed terrorism across Nigeria, Boko Haram 

established itself as one of the deadliest terrorist groups in contemporary history. They are noted for 

just killing anyone who's not totally part or supporter of the sect and isn't doing as they suggest. 

Gradually, they have spread their tentacle into Chad, Niger, Cameroon and uses Sudan, Somalia, 

                                                           
17  M Winter, Lucas (2011) The Abdullah Azzam Brigades Studies In Conflict & Terrorism 34, 

883-895.10.1080/1057610X.2011.611935 
18 Jamestown Foundation, (2006).West, Sunguta "Somalia's ICU and its Roots in al-Ittihad al-Islami."4 

Aug,<https://jamestown.org/program/somalias-icu-and-lts-roots-in-al-lttihad-al-islami/>. 
19 Loewenstein, Lara, (2010). “Al-Ittihad al-Islamlyya and Political Islam In Somalia."The SAIS Europe Joumal,1 Apr 
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Pakistan and Afghanistan as it oversees training locations. This is why they are one of Africa's most 

feared militant organizations.20 

 

Allegiances Between Terrorist Groups 

There is a confluence of known militant organizations of diverse nature in West and Central Africa, 

operating together with radical political and paramilitary forces and organizations. They are scattered 

across Africa but engage with each other in varying degrees of collaboration to advocate on behalf of 

their respective organizations. For instance, while the main part of Boko Haram finance comes from 

its operating zone (Nigeria, Chad, Cameroon and Niger), recent changes have arisen in relation to 

Boko Haram's commitment to other known terrorist groups in Africa and Middle East that may affect 

its potential funding strategies. At first, it was assumed that Boko Haram had links with al-Qaeda. 

Osama bin Laden allegedly sent a local currency assistant in Nigeria with roughly GBP 1.8 million to 

dispense with organizations that supported Al-Qaeda's attempt to enforce Islamic law after the 

terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon of 2001 and it was believed that Boko 

Haram was one of the best beneficiaries.21 

However, in 2015, it became obvious that the leader of Boko Haram made a promise to the Islamic 

State22. Regional officials argue that Boko Haram as a strong international terrorist group might 

primarily have promoted the affiliation with a view to recruiting new members and sources of 

financing.23 

However, Al-Furqan, ISIL's official media arm, released an audio from the ISIL's spokesperson, 

Adnani, which supports the approval of the undertaking. The alleged leadership battle in Boko Haram 

appeared to have also been be linked to the ISIL king. There were intelligence leaks that Boko Haram 

also cooperates with Al Shabaab, which works in Horn and East Africa. Boko Haram did send its 

combatants to Somalia for training with this alliance. Mamman Nur, a Boko Haram leader, was 

trained in Somalia by Al-Shabaab in preparation for the UN Headquarters assault in Abuja on 26 

August 201124. The president of Somalia has recognized the fact that Boko Haram leaders plan and 

strategize along with Al-Shabaab in Somalia.25 

In West and Central Africa, in particular the Sahel, Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) is 

prominent terror sect and in recent years, they have grown in membership, deadly operation and 

attacks. The root of the group is linked to the terrorist groups which started in Algeria and spread to 

North and West Africa. They formed alliances or via collaborations and affiliations with other 

terrorist groups. 

AQIM has undergone many shifts leading to numerous factions that have gone through dissolution, 

merger and expansion, such as al-Tawih Wal Jihad, in West Africa (TWJWA), and the MUJAO and 

Al-Mulathamun battalions. AQIM has pore frontiers, proxy wars, and political turmoil mostly in the 

Horn of Africa.26 Governments 'ability to restrict AQIM activities is undermined by its effects on 

South Libya, South Algeria and Mali27. The Libyan State's fragility leaves it vulnerable to exploitation 

by organisations like AQIM and possibly, among other criminal activities, to encourage weapons 

acquisition and drug smuggling. 

AQIM hires former members of Ansar al-Sharia, the Libyan branch which is another Islamic faction 

operating in seven countries throughout this region29. There are also signs of animosity between 

AQIM groups and ISIL groups. Terrorist movements such as Ansar Dine,related to the secessionist 

Tuareg movements,play a significant role in terrorist activities in West Africa. All such groups are 

responsible for managing transport areas and are likely to collaborate with terrorism and terrorist 

                                                           
20 Terrorist Designations of Boko Haram and Ansaru', United States Department of State, 13 November 2013, available at 

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2013/11/217509.htm 
21 Independent (2014), Paylng for terrorlsm: Where does Boko Haram gots lts money 

from?www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/paying-for-terrorlsm-where-does-boko-haram-gets-lts-money-from-95039

48.html 
22  BBC News (2015), Nlgeria's Boko Haram pledges alleglance to Islamic 

Stato,www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-31784538 
23 BBC News (2015), Islamic State 'accepts' Boko Haram's allegiance pledge,www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-31862992 
24 National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), Boko Haram recent attacks, 

www.start.umd.edu/pubs/STARTBackgroundReport_BokoHaramRecentAttacks_May2014_0.pdf 
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organisations. Ansar Dine and AQIM fought against the MNLA together in Mali, and a single source 

also reported AQIM's actions in Ansar Dine's protected territories28. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The present surge of terrorism in Africa is covertly motivated by Al Qaeda's global network, created 

by the deceased Osama bin Laden of Saudi Arabia. Al Qaeda is perceived to be an international or 

non-African terror group that started in Afghanistan. Gradually, it built alliances and funded relations 

from some African terror leaders and was also headquartered in Sudan at some point in time. Ayman 

al-Zawahiri, Ai-Qaeda's main ideologue, was raised and settled in an African State of Egypt. 

Al-Qaeda therefore has a deep African connection in some certain ways. 

Finally, African countries ravaged by the upsurge of terrorist activities can adopt the best 

counter-terror strategy that focuses on economic and political autonomy, equality, growth, innovative 

operational frameworks, and enabling defense potential in and around the region. These principles 

will eradicate the underlying problems of extremism, maintain long-term peace as well as prosperity 

and encourage Africans to create a security synergy capable of grounding activities of extremist. 

                                                           
28 Combating Terrorism Cente (2013), Boko Haram's International Connections, 

www.ctc.usma.cdu/posts/boko-harams-intemnational-connections 
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