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ABSTRACT

Girl’s education is confronted with many notable challenges across the world, especially in the developing
countries of the world. These challenges make it impossible for many girls to achieve their educational
dreams or goals. This study therefore investigated challenges that lead to school dropout among Girls in
senior secondary school in Gashua community of Yobe state. The study was guided by feminist theory and
adopted descriptive survey design. Data were collected through qualitative and quantitative methods. These
involved ten qualitative interviews conducted among senior secondary school Girls and fifty copies of
guestionnaire administered among senior secondary school teachers. Qualitative data were analyzed using
content analysis, while quantitative data were analyzed using frequency distribution and percentage. Seven
of the senior secondary school girls were between 15 years and 17 years and five of them were in senior
secondary I. Twenty-seven of the teachers were male and nineteen of the teachers were bachelor degrees
holders. Gender discrimination, parental negative influence, hawking of goods, misleading religious
teachings, early marriage, poor school infrastructure, sexual harassment, social exclusion of girls and
poverty were strong challenges identified in the study which cause school dropout among senior secondary
school girls. Domestic chores and lack of female teachers as challenges against girls education need to be
fully established in future studies. Poverty was discovered to be the outstanding challenges among others.
Establishment of government girls’ secondary schools, provision of educational materials engagement of
qualified teachers, creating more awareness about girls’ education at grass root level, counseling parents and
students and community intervention of rich people to assist girls’ education were recommended.
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INTRODUCTION

The challenges associated with girls’ education in Nigeria are very critical to the study of education. They
count against efforts toward ensuring educational quality and equality for both boys and girls within
educational system in Nigeria. Education is the right of every child, therefore, every girl It is a channel of
transforming both the life of girl and that of her community at large.

Girls without education are prevented from the opportunity to develop their full potential and to play a
productive and equal role in their families (Kanuwa, Biriti and Yusuf, 2013) However, it is very sympathetic
that many factors play preventive roles against girls’ education in Nigeria. Such factors include the
economic factors, cultural factors, religious factors and social factors. It is imperative to mention that girls’
education is improving gradually at the primary school level and junior secondary school level. However,
there is a sharp drop at the senior secondary school level, especially in the northern states of Nigeria.
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Aja-Okofie (2013) Emphases those Nigerian girls drop-out of school earlier than their male counterparts and
that evidences further shows that more than two thirds of 15-19 year old girls in Northern Nigeria were
unable to have complete education at senior secondary school.
Factors which are responsible for this high rate of drop-outs among girls at senior secondary schools were
not adequately addressed in researches. Hence, this research is conducted to bridge the gap in the literature.
Statement of the problem
The challenges against girls’ education are experienced stage by stage. There are pre-primary school
challenges, the challenges at the primary school level, the challenges at the junior secondary level and those
challenges at post junior secondary school level (senior secondary school). However, more of the researches
focus on the challenges across all levels with less emphasizes on the challenges at senior secondary schools.
This study, therefore, is carried out to identify those challenges which cause drop outs among girls at senior
secondary schools in Gashua community of Bade local government of Yobe state and to proffer solutions to
the identified challenges.
Objectives of the study
The following are the objectives of this study:
(1) To identify challenges which cause drop-outs among girls in senior secondary schools in Gashua
community.
(2) To find out how the identified challenges can be eradicated to improve girls’ education in senior
secondary schools in Gashua community.
Research questions
The following are the research questions posed by this study:
(1) What are the challenges which cause drop-out among girls in senior secondary schools in Gashua
community?
(2) How can the identified challenges be eradicated to improve girls’ education in senior secondary
schools in Gashua community?
Research hypothesis
Hypothesis is a provisional statement given to guide an investigation. The study tests a hypothesis. The
following non-directional hypotheses were tested.
Ho: there is no significant relationship between poverty and drop out among senior secondary school girls
in Gashua community (null hypothesis)
Hi: there is a significant relationship between poverty and drop out among senior secondary school girls in
Gashua community (alternative hypothesis).
Chi: square as a parametric test of significance was used to test the stated hypothesis. It is appropriate
because the data are in form of frequency counts or percentages.
Significance of the study
This study is significantly relevant. It identified salient factors which accounted for high rate of drop outs
among senior secondary school girls in Gashua community without which much may not be understood of
such factors. The study serves as a pointer for the educationists who may be working on challenges which
create high drop outs among senior secondary school girls in Gashua community and other places. Hence, it
will greatly assist the local educational authority. The study will also add to the pool of knowledge on girls’
education in Nigeria. It will also enlighten the parents on how to overcome the identified factors which
cause drop outs among their daughters at senior secondary school level. It will equally serve as a good tool
in the hands of senior secondary school teachers on how to handle those identified challenges in conjunction
with other educational stake holders. Finally, the girls attending senior secondary schools will be better
informed, through this study on factors which can drop them out of school.

Review of Empirical Studies

The reach articles on challenges confronting girls’ education are very numerous in educational literature.
The challenges started from home (Kapur, 2018) and spread to the entire society. The enumerated challenges
are religious, cultural, economic, societal and within educational institutions.

The causes of the challenges of girls’ education

The challenges confronting girls, education are rooted in the male domination nature of our society. The
patriarchal society is found in a male controlled social settling where women were mostly deprived of
decision making aspect like girls education (Sarkar, Reza and Hossain, 2014). The realities of a woman’s
deprivation are manifested even before birth. From a girls’ earliest age, men start practicing their decisive
role in the most important issues of her life, ranging from education to selection of her husband (Jamal,
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2016). Men dominate women in every country in the world (Aja-Okorie, 2013) and this has caused barriers
to equal educational opportunity between boys and girls (Nwogu, 2015).

Discrimination is another factor against girls’ education. The way students are treated in school can trigger
social identity threat (Darling-Hammond, Flock, Cook-Harvey, Baron and Osher, 2020). The discrimination
against girls’ education started from home. Girls are educated in different manner as compared to boys. Girls
are considered to be fundamentally different from boys (Kapur, 2018). Kapur(2018 ) argued further that girls
grow up believing that they are grossly inferior to boys just because they are girls. Ambreen and Mohyuddin
(2014) summarize that such discrimination between male and female children created different barriers to
female education. Gender discrimination is the major determinant responsible for social exclusion of girls
from education sector (Sattar, Yasin and Afzal, 2012). Discrimination leads to stereotyping which exists not
only in the society but also crucially within schools. The stereotype is that boys will always be better than
girls because that is what people think (Wetton, Radley, Jones and Pearce, 2013).

Parental factors also count as challenges against girls education. Kapur (2018) argued that parental
educations are vital elements of children completing secondary education. Furthermore, to majority of the
parents, girls education is less important because no matter what level of education the girl attains, their
hope is to see the girl child get married (Tyoakaa, Amaka and Nor, 2014). Fathers may deliberately not
allowing their daughters to go to school because they consider investment in female education as
unprofitable, since the girls are likely to end up in another man’s home (Okorie, 2017). This is a serious
societal conservative attitude towards girls which is one of the important factors that restricted their
achievement education and movement outside the home (Sarkar et.al, 2014). This is because women are
usually considered main opposing authority in the family (Khan, Malik, Nazir, Mushtag and Mujahid, 2014).
The traditions, cultures, customs and socio cultural values are some of the factors influencing gender bias in
the education sector (Aja-Okorie, 2013). According to Aja-Okorie (2013), there are cultural and social
beliefs, attitudes and practices which prevent girls from benefitting from educational opportunities to the
same extent as boys. Ambreen and Mohyuddun (2014) argued that culturally, parents think that investing
more on their girls’ education is of no use for them as some other family gets the benefit. Hence, there is
universal essential cultural bias in favour of males as posited by Kapur (2018). Satter et.al (2012) explained
that value expectations and submissiveness are the foremost blockade to girls’ education. Religion also plays
roles in gender inequality within educational sector. Daraz, Khan and Sheikh (2013) argued that deprivation
of women in the educational sector can be linked to many factors which included religion. Khan et.al (2014)
said conservative religious group never believe in the concept of girls’ education as well as women
empowerment. According to Sarkar et.al (2014), conservative religious leaders of traditional rural society
believe that when women become educated, they become disrespectful and no longer adhere to male
dominance. Khan et.al (2014 held the same view that females are deprived their basic right of education
because of misinterpretation of Islamic values presented by the religion leaders. Mvendaga et.al (2014)
citing Enejere (1991) avers that gender inequality especially in northern Nigeria is promoted by religious
and communal customs which have grave consequence for the individual and the society which make girls
dysfunctional members of the society. Religion therefore, is one of the ways of social exclusion (Department
for International Development 2005). Finally Sahu, Jeffery and Nakkeeran (2017) assert that the root cause
of Muslim women’s poor educational attainment is often alleged to be religious conservatism and an Islamic
aversion to educating girls.

Domestic chores also affect girls’ education. Bardley (2000) in his thesis asserted that many parents believe
that girls had to take care of the home and provide money for the family; therefore, they had to go out and do
work in markets and fields to sustain family. Okorie (2017) also opined similarly that girls often spend
significantly more time on household chores and child rearing or attending to sick and this inevitably limits
the time available for education. Kainwa et.al (2013) revealed that girls are likely to have less time
available after school to study because they have assumed multitude of household chores. Kapur (2018)
asserted that girls are the liabilities, they are meant to learn only the implementation of the household chores.
They are mostly trained regarding the performance of the household chores such as cooking, cleaning,
fetching water, rearing of livestock, sewing, embroidery, child rearing and looking after the needs.
Department for International Development (2005) in its study reported that girls are also more likely to drop
out of school because of these domestic responsibilities.

Poverty and early marriage are other factors considered in the literature which posed as challenges to girls’
education. Bardley (2000) posited that bottom line surrounding access and participation in education is
poverty. Okorie (2017) asserted that poverty has remained a serious enemy of girl child’s education. Jamal
(2016) argued that in Pashtu region he studied, girls are encouraged to stay at home, away from school

92



Kyari & Amshi ..... Int. J. Innovative Devpt & Policy Studies 10 (4):90-104, 2022

because of the poverty in the region. Has a major influence to the girls’ education. In another study,
Mvendaga et al (2014) posited that with almost 70% of the Nigerian population living below the poverty
line, girls are often sent to hawk wares on the streets and barrier to girl child’s education in Nigeria,
especially in the north. Poverty causes early marriage because of the economic benefit it brings to the bride’s
family. Girls often have limited control over their futures and early marriage is a reality for many
(Department for International Development, 2005). Marriage is considered as a final goal, girls, leave their
natal homes on marriage and need not to be delayed beyond age of 20 years or so.

Kainuwa et.al (2013) citing Nayana (1985) reported that surveys of parents of drop outs in India indicate
that they withdraw daughters from school when they see education as conflicting with marriage. Other
factors which pose challenges to girls’ education are lack of safety and sexual harassment. In order for
successful learning to take place, there must be physical and emotional safety (Darling-Hammond et.al,
2020). Kainuwa et.al (2013) argued that journey to school may be unsafe and many girls may be physically
attacked either on public transportation in urban areas or remote part of rural areas. Sahu et.al (2017) also
gave a similar argument. According to them there has been striking increase in the reporting of crime against
women in urban India and anxiety about women’s security is a crucial hurdle that may hamper young
women’s pursuit of higher education. Sexual harassment makes safety of girls and women difficult. Bardely
(2000) opined that girls are daily targets of rape and assault. They are not safe at home or at school (during
or after school).

Sarkar et.al (2014) argued that parents withdrew their daughters from school because sexual harassment was
the common phenomenon in the area they studied. In a similar explanation, Kainuwa et.al (2013) opined that
parents may be afraid of sexual harassment and abduction and therefore, withdraw their daughters from
school. Khan and Sheikh (2013) in the same way were of the opinion that sexual harassment and
exploitation deter parents from sending a girl child to school.

Shortage of female teachers is another issue of challenge. Jamal (2016) argued that if there are no female
teachers, parents will not send their daughters to school. In a similar argument, Daraz et.al (2013) posited
that lack of female teachers adversely affects women’s status in regard to education. Parents want their
female children to learn only from female teachers (Kapur, 2018 ). However, negative influence of female
teachers can contribute to girls excluding themselves from school and extracurricular activities (Wetton et.al,
2013). Warm, caring and supportive student-teacher relationships as well as other child-adult relationships
are linked to better school performance and engagement (Darling-Hammond, 2020). Teachers, therefore,
should have a pleasant attitude and an approachable nature (Karpur, 2018). Absenteeism is another
challenge. The rate of absenteeism has an impact on the drop outs of girls from school. Girls are at a larger
risk of absenteeism, reiteration and drop out than boys (Kapur, 2018).

Finally lack of role models also poses challenges to girls’ education. Abass (2013) pin-pointed that lack of
role model for girls is one of the challenges facing girls’ education. Female role models are rarely found for
inspiration according to OECD (2000) in Daraz, et.al (2013). This is more lacking in rural areas where it is
very difficult to find strong female role models where there were even fewer schools (Booth, 2014). Having
female role models will even enhance women’s entrance into school leadership (Clark and Johnson, 2017).
Benefits of girls’ education

There are many befits of sending girls to school. Aja-Okorie (2013) opined that girl’s education will address
inequality between boys and girls; will reduce poverty; improve family health; increase earning for women
and enhance human capital. In Somani (2017) benefits of girls education include: increase in awareness of
fundamental human rights of girls; improvement in gender equality; positive change and development in
society; better educated children; economic development and poverty reduction; better health and quality of
life; empowerment and leadership skills; active participation in decision making; confidence; independence;
self-respect; reduction in child marriages; reaching full potential and aspirations achievement; birth control
and small family size; reduction in mortality rate; positive influence and inspiration for others; ability to
change; effective investment; peace and stability in society and resistance to domestic violence.

Solutions to the challenges of girls’ education

Challenges against girls’ education can be ‘dismantled’. The legislative arm of government must be precise
on the principle of gender equality in education by creating viable channels to the legal rights of women
(Aja-Okorie, 2013). Apart from legislation, government needs to build more schools (Booth, 2014). In order
to remove the challenges, there should be effective awareness programs (Sarkar, 2014). School information
campaign is quite necessary (Karpur, 2018). Moreover, there should be awareness about importance of
educating girls (Somani, 2017). Media can serve as source of awareness. Through media people can be made
aware that it is important for girls to get education (Ambreen and Mohyuddin, 2014).
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As ways of removing challenges of girl’s education, Sattar et.al (2012) suggested: enrollment of all children
in schools; improving quality of education; provision of well qualified teachers; removing gender disparity
in education; building relevant technical skills and mobilization of adequate financial resources. Okorie
(2017) counseled: intensive gender inclusive culture; enforcement of available legislation on principle of
gender equality and that parents and government must take serious banning of street hawking among school
girls. Nwogu (2015) also suggested stoppage of domestic servitude and forced labour and street trading to
curb challenges against girls’ education.

Mvendaga et.al (2014) opined that alleviation of poverty; provision of free compulsory primary and
secondary education; enlightenment of parents and legislation against underage marriage will solve the
challenges against girls’ education. Department for International Development (2005) suggested
recruitments of qualified teachers and educational officials with good working conditions as part of the
solutions to the challenges of girls’ education. Finally, quality assurance and objective achievements are also
the essential elements of an educational strategy to ensure boys and girls explore and realize their best in
schools (Daraz et.al, 2013).

METHODOLOGY

This section examines the research design used for the study, the population of the study, the sample size,
the sampling technique, the instrument used to collect data, validation of the instrument for data collection,
data collection procedure, data analysis procedure and ethical issue.

Research design

In this study, survey design was adopted. It involved the collection of information from a sample of
individuals (Schutt, 2004). Both qualitative and quantitative methods were employed to ensure adequate
validity and reliability. The two methods were combined to enable the extraction of descriptive, analytic and
narrative information concerning the challenges against senior secondary school girls’ education in Gashua
community. It gave the researcher a broader approach to the research (Neumann, 2003).

Population of the study

The population of study consisted of girls in senior secondary schools within Gashua community and the
entire male and female teachers. However, the entire population of study was not contacted for the study.
Few of them were selected through sampling to participate in the study.

Sample size

Sampling was necessary because studying every single instance was beyond the means of this study. Rule of
thumb was applied to determine the sample size. Fifty senior secondary school teachers were sampled for
the study and ten senior secondary school girls, from five senior secondary schools. Sixty (60) respondents
were eventually sampled to participate in the study.

Sampling technique

Probability sampling techniques was employed to select samples which participated in the study. Simple
random sampling method under probability sampling technique was used to select the teachers and the
senior secondary school girls who participate in the study. However, purposive sampling method under non-
probability technique was employed to select the senior secondary schools where the samples were drawn
because they were girls’ secondary schools and have large number of girls at the senior secondary level.
Data collection instrument

Three data collection tools were used questionnaire, photographs and interview.

Fifty copies of a questionnaire were administered among the senior secondary school teachers. A photo
camera was also employed. The photographs of event and things related to the study were taken. In-depth
interviews (IDIs) were conducted among ten (10) selected senior secondary school girls from five different
senior secondary schools.

Data collection procedure

Procedure for the data collection was through face to face or personal contacts between the researcher and
the respondents. The questionnaire was administered personally to the respondents by the researchers.
However, the head teachers assisted in coordinating the retrieval of the copies of questionnaire administered.
The in-depth interviews conducted were also done personally by the researcher. It took the average of 40
minutes to complete one in-depth interview schedule.

However, the service of interpreter was employed to assist the researcher in overcoming language barrier
where necessary.
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Data analysis procedure

The qualitative data which emerged from in-depth interviews and photographs were contently analyzed. The
in-depth interviews were translated and transcribed. Qualitative data were analyzed using manual content
analysis because they were not many.

The quantitative data were from the questionnaire administered. Copies of the questionnaire for the study
were first sorted and those not properly filled were cleaned. In order to minimize errors, data from the
guestionnaire were coded to pave way for editing of data before use. The analysis of data emphasized
comparative and relative frequencies. Univariate analyses were used in interpreting demographic
characteristics of the respondents using frequency tables, while a bivariate analysis was employed in cross-
tabulating variable for the chi-square hypothesis testing.

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

The main objectives of this study were to identify educational challenges which are likely to cause dropout
among senior secondary school girls in Gashua community of Bade local government area of Yobe State,
and to find out how such challenges can be eradicated to improve girls’ education. This chapter contains the
data presentation, summary of the findings and discussions of the findings which emanated from field work
conducted in five senior secondary schools (see appendix 1)

Data Presentation and analysis

The first sets of data presented are the socio-bio data characteristics of the respondents that were teachers
followed by those of the senior secondary school girls who participated in the interview schedules.

Rating of girls’ education in Gashua

Rating Frequency Percentage
Excellent 8 16.0

Very Good 22 44.0

Good 17 34.0

Fair 3 6.0

Poor NIL NIL

Very poor NIL NIL

Total 100 100.0

Source: Researcher’s Survey, 2021.
The analyses from the table above show that 8 respondents (16.0%) rated the education of girls in Gashua
community to be excellent; 22 respondents (44.0%) rated it to be very good; 17 respondents (34.0%) rated it
to be good and 3 respondents (6.0%) opined it to be fair. No respondent rated it to be poor or very poor.
The in-depth interview analyses from the qualitative data obtained from the senior secondary school girls
also supported and complimented the quantitative data analyzed in the above table
The excerpts below show that girls’ education in Gashua community is far better when compared with that
of the boys:

Girls are better off in education than boys in Gashua community. Girls are more

studious in their education than the boys. Girls love education than boys. Boys are not

inclined to education like girls in Gashua community.

(IDI/Number 5/SSS 3/ 09-04-2021)

The education of the girls in Gashua community is far better than that of the boys.
Boys prefer to go into business to schooling. Hence, the education of girls is better.
(IDI/ Number 4/ SSS 3/ 09-04-2021)

Another respondent also concurred thus:
Female education is better in Gashua than the male education because girls
are brilliant than boys. Boys do not normally complete their education because
they usually dropout of school to start business.
IDI/ Number 6/ SSS 1/ 12-04-2021

Another respondent also gave a similar reason:
The girls’ education is better than the boys’ education because it is only girls
that have zeal for schooling. Boys are not inclined to education. Girls take
their studies with ultimate seriousness than boys.
IDI/ Number 7/ SSS 1/ 12-04-2021
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Another respondent gave another point:
Girls’ education is better than the boys’ education. There are many girls’ schools
than the mixed schools in Gashua community which gives girls opportunity ahead
of boys.
IDI/ Number 9/ SSS 1/12-04-2021
Another respondent rated girls” education as a better one as follows:
Education of the girls is better than the boys in this community. Boys go into business
rather than schooling because they believe without doing business they cannot get the
means to take care of their families. Girls embrace education more than the boys
because they want their own children to go to school also and be better citizens of the
country.
IDI/ Number 3/ SSS 3/ 09-04-2021
However, two out of the ten girls interviewed during the field work disagreed that girls’ education is better than
the boys education in Gashua community. The two respondents gave their reasons for this as follows:
Boys’ education is better than girls’ education because some parents will not send their
daughters to school because doing that will not bring any benefit to them.
IDI / Number 10/ SSS 1/ 12-04-2021
Boys’ education is better than girls’ education. Boys have opportunity than girls. Girls
may go into early marriage and stop schooling but when boys get married their education
will go undisturbed.
IDI / Number 1/ SSS 1/ 09-04-2021
In order to compliment the rating of girl’s education in Gashua community, a follow up question was asked from
the senior secondary school girls interviewed. They were asked to compare the accessibility of girls to education
with accessibility of boys to education. The following were the excerpts extracted from their responses:
Girls have more access to education than boys. People in the community are currently
giving priority to girls’ education because educating a girl is educating a nation. Boys in
Gashua community prefer trading to schooling.
IDI/ Number 9 / SSS1/ 12-04-2021

Girls have more access to education than boys because girls get more encouragement from
community than they give to boys.
IDI/Number 5 /SSS 3 /12-04-2021

Girls have more access to education than boys because parents now prefer girls to go to
school. Parents believe that educated girls will be able to encourage their children to go
school and will be the ones to stay with children at home. Men will always go out, looking
for income to take care of the families.

IDI/ Number 3/ SSS 3/ 09-04-2021

Girls have more access to education than boys in Gashua community; this is because girls
are aspiring educationally than boys in Gashua community. Like myself, | want to be
lawyer and build the community. Most boys do not have ambitions in this community.
IDI/ Number 1 / SSS3/ 0-04-2021
All the above excerpts explained the accessibility of girls to education than that of the boys. However, three
respondents had divergent opinions as stated in the excerpts below:
Boys have more access to education than girls because when boys get married they still
continue with their education. However, the girls when they get married, they may not
have the opportunity to go back to school again because their husbands may not allow
them.
ID1/ Number 7/ SSS1 /12-04-2021
Another respondent also supported boy’s accessibility over girls but with different reason thus:
Boys have more access to education than girls because boys are preferred by the parents.
Boys will get jobs to do after their education but the education of the girls ends in their
husbands’ houses.
ID1/ Number 10/ SSS 1/ 12-04-2021
Another respondent also supported this but will different reason:
Boys have access to education than the girls. Boys can embank on business to support
their education if their parents are poor. But girls may not have the same opportunity.
IDI /Number 8/ SSS 1/ 12-04-2021
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One respondent, however, asserted that both boys and girls have the same accessibility to education based
on individual will:

Both the girls and boys have access to education. It depends on individual will. Boys

and girls who have access may not make use of it. But recently, it seems girls are

making use of the accessibility than boys.

IDI/ Number 2/ SSS 2/09-04-2021
The study also investigated further whether the girls interviewed or their friends had any challenge in the
past regarding their education. Six out of ten interviewees said their friends had challenges in the past and
that none was able to go back to school as a result of the challenges. The excerpts below illustrated their
comments on this:

Yes, my friend had experienced a challenge in the past, her parents forced her out of

school to go and get marry at the age of 17 years. She eventually got married and

never went back to school again.

IDI/ Number 9/ SSS 1/ 12-04-2021
Another challenge was presented by another respondent thus:

Yes, | have a friend who drops out of school because her parents do not have money

to sustain her education. She eventually went into business selling groundnut cake

IDI/ Number 3/ SSS 3/09-04-2021
A respondent also gave her friend’ challenge as follows:

Yes, my friend had a challenge in the past. My friend loved schooling but her father

insisted she must marry. Eventually, her father pressurized her into early marriage

and never had the opportunity to go back to school again.

IDI/ Number 1/ SSS 3 /09-04-2021
Another respondent gave the same challenge thus:

Yes, my friend had experienced a challenge. She abandoned her schooling for

marriage. She was not performing well in class.

IDI / Number 7/ SSS 1/ 12-04-2021
A respondent also gave marriage as a challenge her friend experienced thus:

Yes, | have a friend who had a challenge in the past about her education. Her parents

forced her to abandon schooling for marriage. She eventually stopped coming to

school and yet, she was not married out to a husband. She is now living a wayward

life.

IDI / Number 10/ SSS 1/ 12-04-2021
Poverty was another challenge a friend of one of the respondents experienced which pushed him out of
school as presented in this excerpt:

Yes, | have a friend who dropped out of school because her parents were poor. She

went into business and abandoned her schooling. She later got married and never had

the opportunity of going back to school again.

IDI / Number 2 / SSS 2/ 09-04-2021
The teachers were asked to indicate in the questionnaire administered to them, to indicate their awareness of
challenges against girl’s education in Gashua community. Table 4.2.4 below shows the analyses of their
responses.

Awareness of challenges against girls’ education

Level of awareness Frequency Percentage
Very aware 12 24.0

Aware 30 60.0

Not aware 8 16.0

Total 50 100.0

Source: Researcher’s Survey, 2021

The analyses from above table show that 12 respondents (24.0%) were very aware of the challenges against
girls’ education in Gashua community, 30 respondents (60.0%) were also aware. However, 8 respondents
(16.0%) were not aware of any challenges against girls’ education in Gashua community. It can be inferred
from the analyses that majority of respondents were quite aware that girls’ education in Gashua community
has challenges.
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This next question requested the teachers to say whether gender discrimination against girl child can cause
dropout such a girl child from school level. Table 4.2.1.5 below contains the analyses of their responses as
extracted from questionnaire.

Discrimination against a girl child causes school dropout

Response Frequency Percentage
Strongly agree 6 12.0

Agree 25 50.0
Disagree 15 30.0
Strongly disagree 4 8.0

Total 50 100.0

Source: Researcher’s Survey, 2021

A cursory look at the table shows that 6 respondents (12.0%) strongly agreed that discrimination against a
girl child can cause school dropout for the affected girl. 25 respondents (50.0%) of the respondents also
agreed with the same. However, 15 respondents (30.0%) disagreed with the statement; while 4 respondents
(8.0%) strongly disagreed.

It can be concluded that large number of the respondents believed that the discrimination against girl child
can cause the girl to drop out of school. However, there may be intervening variables which link
discrimination against girl child with school dropout. Future researchers may possibly proffer such
intervening variables.

The parental negative influence featured in the study. Table 4.2.6 presents the analyses on this.

Parental negative influence causes school dropout for girls

Responses Frequency Percentage
Strongly agree 17 34.0

Agree 27 54.0
Disagree 3 6.0
Strongly disagree 3 6.0

Total 50 100.0

Source: Researcher’s Survey, 2021

A perusal at the above table clearly shows that 17 respondents (34.0%) strongly agreed that parental
negative influence can cause school dropout for girls. 27 respondents (54.0%) also agreed with the same
statement. However, 3 respondents (6.0%) disagreed with this statement and another 3 respondents (6.0%)
strongly disagreed with the same. The analyses clearly show that majority of the respondents believed
parental negative influence can cause dropout in girls’ education. The qualitative analyses presented earlier
on regarding the experiences girls had in their education show that parents can negatively influence their
daughters to stop schooling. In the analyses majority of the friends of the interviewees dropped out from
school because their parents wanted them to get marry early. This is a clear indication that such parental
negative influence can cause dropout for girls’ education.

The study investigated whether hawking of goods by senior secondary school girls may cause them to drop
out of school. Table 4.2.7 shows the opinions of respondents on this.

Hawking of goods can cause girls to drop out of school

Responses Frequency Percentage
Strongly agree 10 20.0

Agree 28 56.0
Disagree 7 14.0
Strongly disagree 5 10.0

Total 50 100.0

Source: Researcher’s Survey, 2021

Analyses from the above table show that 10 respondents (20.0%) strongly agreed that hawking of goods by
school girls can cause school dropout for such girls. 28 respondents (56.0%) also agreed with the same
statement. However, 7 respondents (14.0%) disagreed; while 5 respondents (10.0%) strongly disagreed.

A total of 76.0% of the respondents supported the statement that hawking can cause dropout for girls who
engaged in it. The qualitative interviews had with the senior secondary school girls also show that hawking
goods can causes dropout for girls.
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Domestic chores can cause school dropout for girls

Response Frequency Percentage
Strongly agree 8 16.0

Agree 16 32.0
Disagree 20 40.0
Strongly disagree 6 12.0

Total 50 100.0

Source: Researcher’s Survey 2021

The analyses in the above table show that 8 respondents (16.0%) strongly agreed that domestic chores can
make girls to drop out of school; 16 respondents (32.0%) agreed with the same statement. However, 20
respondents (40.0%) disagreed with the statement and 6 respondents (12.0%) strongly disagree. A cursory
look at the table shows that many of the respondents did not believe or opine that domestic chores can make
senior secondary school girls to stop schooling. Complementarily all the ten (ten) senior secondary school
girls interviewed during the field work opined that domestic chores cannot cause or make girls stop going to
school. Some of the excerpts from the interviews are provided below to support their opinions on this:
Misleading religious teaching can cause school drop out for girls

Responses Frequency Percentage
Strongly agree 12 24.0

Agree 21 42.0
Disagree 11 22.0
Strongly disagree 6 12.0

Total 50 100.0

Source: Researcher’s Survey 2021

A glance at the above table shows that 12 respondents (24.0%) strongly agreed that misleading religious
teachings can make girls to drop out from school; 21 respondents (42.0%) agreed with the same statement.
However, 11 respondents (22.0%) disagreed and 6 respondents (12.0%) strongly disagreed with the
statement. It can be inferred that majority of respondents were of the opinion that misleading religious
teaching by some religious leaders can cause girls to drop out of school.

Some girls interviewed opined that misleading religious teachings may not cause dropout in girls education
but however, adduced conditions to their opinions. These are captured in their explanations below:

The implication of early marriage on girl’s education in area of school dropout was also given consideration
in this study. The table 4.2.10 shows the responses of the teachers who participated in the study on this.
Early marriage causes school dropout

Responses Frequency Percentage
Strongly agree 12 24.0

Agree 26 52.0
Disagree 3 6.0
Strongly disagree 9 18.0

Total 50 100.0

Source: Researcher’s Survey 2021

The analyses imputed in the above table show that 12 respondents (24.0%) strongly agree that early
marriage can make senior secondary school girls to become school dropouts. 26 respondents (52.0%) also
agree with the same statement. However, 3 respondents (6.0%) disagreed and 9 respondents (18.0%)
strongly disagreed. A cursory look at the table shows majority of the respondent supported that early
marriage can truncate education of girls in senior secondary schools.

The qualitative in-depth interviews conducted for the study among the senior secondary school girls also
supported the statement and showed a strong link between early marriage and school dropout. The
comments from the girls interviewed for the study vividly captured their opinions on this: Another girl
interviewed gave her opinion thus:

Another interviewee commented thus:

Yes, early marriage can drop girls out of school, especially when girls do not have interest in education at
the initial stage or when pressures come from the husbands they married or their parents.

The study also considered the implication of poor school infrastructure on dropout among senior secondary
school girls in Gashua community. Table 4.2.11 below shows the analyses of the opinions of the secondary
school teachers who participated in the study.
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Poor school infrastructure can cause school dropout.

Responses Frequency Percentage
Strongly agree 8 16.0

Agree 18 36.0
Disagree 8 16.0
Strongly disagree 16 32.0

Total 50 100.0

Source: Researcher’s Survey, 2021

A perusal at the above table indicates that 8 respondents (16.0%) strongly agreed that poor school
infrastructure may cause dropout among senior secondary school girls in Gashua community, a total of 18
respondents (36.0%) also agree with the same statement. However, 8 respondents (16.0%) disagreed with
the statement and 16 respondents (32.0%) strongly disagree with it. In summary, 52% of the respondents
gave their agreement to the statement, while 48% did not.

Critical analyses from the interviews show that 7 girls interviewed were of the opinion that poor school
infrastructure cannot cause school dropout while 3 girls believed it can.

The excerpts below shows the opinions of those who said it cannot:

The study took into cognizance that lack of enough female teachers may discourage senior secondary school
girls and cause them to drop out of school. Table 4.2.12 below shows the analyses of the opinions of the
teachers on this.

Lack of female teachers will cause school dropout

Responses Frequency Percentage
Strongly Agree 3 6.0

Agree 14 28.0
Disagree 25 50.0
Strongly Disagree 8 16.0

Total 50 100.0

Source: Researcher’s Survey 2021

The above table shows that 3 respondents (6.0%) strongly agreed that lack of enough female teachers can
discourage senior secondary school girls and consequently cause them to drop out of school. A total of 14
respondents (28%) also agreed with the same statement. However, 25 respondents (50.0%) disagreed with
the statement and 8 respondents (16.0%) strongly disagreed with the same. The quick summary made on the
analyses show that 66.0% of the respondents did not believe that lack of enough female teachers can cause
girls in senior secondary schools to drop out of school.

Sexual harassment as a factor for dropout was also considered in the study. Table 4.2.13 gives the concise
analyses of the teachers’ opinions on it as a factor for school dropout.

Sexual harassment causes school dropout for girls.

Responses Frequency Percentage
Strongly agree 18 36.0

Agree 26 52.0%
Disagree 4 8.0%
Strongly disagree 2 4.0%

Total 50 100.0

Source: Researcher’s Survey, 2021

Going by the above analyses, 18 respondents (36.0%) strongly agreed that sexual harassment can make girls
in senior secondary school to abandon their studies. 26 respondents (52.0%) also agreed with the statement.
The analyses show that 4 respondents (8.0%) disagreed and 2 respondents (4.0%) strongly disagreed with
the statement. A total of 88.0% of the respondents gave their agreement to the statement. Hence, it can be
concluded that sexual harassment can make senior secondary school girls to abandon their studies.

Social exclusion of girls from some school activities was also considered as a factor for school dropout
among senior secondary school girls. Table 4.2.14 below contains the analyses of the teachers’ opinion on it.
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Social exclusion of girls in schools can cause school dropout for girls
Responses Frequency Percentage
Strongly agree 3 6.0
Agree 24 48.0
Disagree 17 34.0
Strongly disagree 6 12.0
Total 50 100.0

Source: Researcher’s Survey 2021

A perusal at the above table shows that 3 respondents (6.0%) strongly agreed that when girls are excluded
from some social school activities, they may drop out of school because of that. A total of 24 respondents
(48.0%) also agreed with the statement. However, 17 respondents (34.0%) disagreed with the statement and
6 respondents (12.0%) strongly disagreed with it. A total of 54.0% gave agreement to the statement that is
social exclusion of girls in school activities can cause school dropout.

Lack of female role models in the community that can encourage girls educationally to prevent school
dropout among them was also considered in the study. Table 4.2.15 below shows the opinions of the
teachers who participated in the study thus:

Lack of female role models can cause school dropout for girls

Responses Frequency Percentage
Strongly 21 42.0

Agree 27 54.0
Disagree 2 4.0
Strongly disagree NIL NIL

Total 50 100.0

Source: Researcher’s Survey 2021

A glance at the above table shows that 21 respondents (42.0%) strongly agreed that lack of female role
models in the community can discourage senior secondary school girls and consequently cause them to drop
out of school. 27 respondents (54.0%) also agreed with the statement and only 2 respondents (4.0%)
disagreed with the statement. None strongly disagreed with it.

In summary, from the above analyses, majority of the respondents were of the opinion that lack of female
role models can cause school dropout among senior secondary school girls.

The qualitative analyses from 2 respondents among the senior secondary school girls also testified to the
statement. The excerpts below show their opinions:

However, seven senior secondary school girls interviewed during the field work believed that lack of female
role models in the community that senior secondary school girls can emulate cannot cause girls to abandon
their studies. The three excerpts’ below were selected to support their opinions:

Poverty was also featured in the study as a factor which can cause girls to drop out of school. Table 4.2.16
below shows the opinions of the secondary school teachers who participated in the study on whether poverty
can make senior secondary school girls to drop out of school or not.

Poverty causes school dropout among school girls

Responses Frequency Percentage
Strongly agree 25 50.0

Agree 22 44.0
Disagree NIL NIL
Strongly disagree 3 6.0

Total 50 100.0

Source: Researchers’ survey 2021
A cursory look at the table shows that 25 respondents (50.0%) strongly agreed that poverty can be a reason
for senior secondary school girls to abandon their studies. A total of 22 respondents (44.0%) also agreed
with the same statement and 3 respondents (6.0%) strong disagreed.
In summary, majority of the respondents (94.0%) were of the opinion that poverty can make senior
secondary girls stop their education. A total of 8 respondents among the school girls interviewed agreed that
poverty can cause school dropout. Some excerpts below contained their opinions:
.The study requested the teachers who participated in the study to explain some other challenges they
thought can make senior secondary school girls to drop out of school which were not treated in the
guestionnaire. Having sorted out those who responded to the question, the following were the other factors
that they identified in their responses:
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Illiteracy of the parents

Lack of government schools for girls

Lack of enough qualified teachers

Lack of educational instructional materials

Lack of community mobilization on girls’ education.

Unwanted pregnancy

Lack of department of guidance and counselling in schools.

Indiscipline among senior secondary school girls.

The secondary school girls interviewed were asked to explain what can be done to overcome the challenges

confronting girls’ education in Gashua community. The responses they gave were sorted out and the

following solutions were extracted from them:

Encouragement of the girl’s education at the community grass root level.

Proper counselling for the secondary school girls.

Adequate teachers and teaching materials should be provided in schools.

More schools should be established in the community and be made affordable for girls

Rich men and women in Gashua community should assist girls who came from poor families

through money and scholarships.

6. Parents should be properly counselled on girls’ education.

Summary of the findings

The following are the highlighted findings in the study:

1. The education of girls in Gashua community was rated to be very good, considering the highest

percentage in table 4.2.3.

Teachers were quite aware of challenge facing girls’ education in Gashua community.

Discrimination against a girl child can cause such child to drop out from school.

Hawking of goods or wares in streets and markets places can cause girls to drop out of school

Parental negative influence can make senior secondary school girls to drop out from school.

Domestic chores may cause girls to drop out from school (However, intervening variables should be

sought for in further studies).

Misleading Religious teachings can course girls dropping out of school

Early marriage among girls in secondary school can warrant them dropping out of school.

9. To some extents, poor school infrastructure or facilities can cause girls in senior secondary schools
to stop schooling.

10. Lack of female teachers cannot cause school dropout among senior secondary school girls.

11. Sexual harassment can make senior secondary girls to abandon schooling.

12. Social exclusion to a certain extent may discourage senior secondary girls from continuing with
their studies.

13. Lack of female role models in the community may cause school dropout among senior secondary
school girls. But eight out of ten girls interviewed held a contrary opinion. Further studies are
needed on this.

14. Poverty of the parents will drop the affected senior secondary school girls out of school.
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DISCUSSIONS OF THE FINDINGS

The study discovered that discrimination against girl child can create barrier to girls’ education.
Darling-Hammond et.al (2020) and Ambreen and Mohyuddin (2017), stressed that girls grow up believing
that they are inferior and this seriously affected their education. The finding in this study corroborated the
findings in previous literature.

Parental negative influence was also discovered as a dropout factor for girls’ education in the study. Tyoaka
et.al (2014) argued that majority of the parents see girls’ education as less important. Many considered the
investment in girls’ education as unprofitable (Okorie, 2017). Hence, parental factors count as vital elements
of children (Kapur, 2018). The study therefore, compliments the existing literature on parental influences.
Hawking of goods or wares was also part of findings among the factors which constituted drop out for senior
secondary school girls. This supported previous findings. Angeila (2011) in Kainuwa et.al (2013) argued
that impoverished parents often fell they need their girls’ labour for additional family income. Raj et.al
(2019) argued that girls in Ethiopia missed schools in order to work in the markets, selling wares.

Domestic chores may cause school dropout among school girls. However, the study did not find a strong
link between domestic chores and school dropout. There may be intervening variables that exist between

102



Kyari & Amshi ..... Int. J. Innovative Devpt & Policy Studies 10 (4):90-104, 2022

domestic chores and school dropouts that may really make it a strong factor to reckon with in the future.
However, previous empirical studies suggested that domestic chores can hinder girls’ education. Bardely
(2000) in his thesis, argued that caring for home by girls can affect their education. Ambree and Mohyuddin
(2014), Sarkar et.al (2014), Kainuwa et.al (2013) and Kapur (2018) reported the same findings in their
empirical works.

Sexual harassment was also a factor that causes drop out as discovered in this study. Sexual harassment can
lead to frustration that can cause girls to abandon their studies.

Lack of female role models was also discovered as discouragement to the continuity of girls’ education.
Teachers who participated in the study affirmed this, even though most of the school girls who participated
in the study did not see it as a big barrier to their education. However, Abass (2013) agreed that lack of
female role models is one of the challenges facing girls’ education. Female role models are very scarce as
inspiration for girls attending schools OECD (2003) in Daraz et.al (2013). The situation is even worse in
rural areas (Booth, 2014).

Poverty of the parents was the most significant finding in this study. The data from teachers and the students
who participated in the study confirmed this. The findings perfectly supported existing findings in the
previous literature. Bardley (2000); Okorie (2014); Jamal (2018); Khan et.al (2014); Sarkar et.al (2014);
Kapur (2012); Abass (2012); Mvendaga et.al (2014) and Department of International Development (2005)
all argued that lack of funds and good income (poverty) seriously affects girls education across the world.

In summary, most of the findings in this study agreed perfectly and complimented the existing findings in
other empirical works as reflected in the literature review and the theoretical framework presented in chapter
two of this study.

CONCLUSIONS

The findings in the study clearly show that the objectives of the study were achieved. The challenges that
cause school dropout among senior secondary school girls were identified and discussed in the study.
Moreover, the solutions that can be proffered to reduce the rate of school dropout among senior secondary
school girls were stated in the study i.e. rich people helping poor school girls (through money and
scholarship) within the community; establishment of girls’ schools; provision and encouragement of girls’
education; counseling and parental awareness were mentioned. The findings on the factors of discrimination;
parental negative influences; hawking of goods, misleading religious teachings; early marriage; poor school
facilities; sexual harassment; social exclusion of girls in school; lack of female role models and poverty were
the identified factors which cause school drop among senior secondary school girls. The findings on these
factors supported the existing empirical studies in the literature. They were all consistent with the previous
empirical studies. However, findings on domestic chores and lack of female teachers negate what were
obtainable in the previous empirical studies. Hence, more researches need to be done on this in the nearest
future.

RECOMMENDATIONS
The following recommendations are given based on the findings from this study:
1. There should be encouragement for the girls’ education at the community grass root level. Stake holders
in education need to create community awareness that will encourage girls’ education at the community
level.
2. There should be department of guidance and counseling in every school, this will assist girls in solving
challenges that can likely cause dropout.
3. There is a need for adequate provision of teachers and teaching materials to encourage girls to stay in
schools.
4. Governments, non-governmental organizations and private individuals need to build more schools,
especially for girls and help to equip the existing ones within Gashua community and its environs.
5. Awareness on benefits of girls’ education should be created among parents within Gashua community and
its environs. Parents should be properly counseled on girls’ education.
6. Rich and well to do men and women in the community should come to the aid of girls that come from
poor families by giving them cash to pay for their educations and provide scholarships for them. The other
areas they can assist are also welcomed.
The following recommendations are for further studies:

1. It is recommended that studies on factors or challenges that cause school dropout should be

conducted at the primary school and junior secondary school levels.
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2. There is a need to study further, the interrelationships between domestic chores and school dro out
to discover some intervening variables that exists in-between the two.

3. Reasons lack of female teachers cannot affects the education of the girls need to be sought for in
further researches.

4. The comparative analyses of challenges against girls’ education are encouraged to be carried out
between rural community and urban community.

5. Finally, further studies should be carried out to discover what stake holders in education are doing to
‘arrest’ the rate of school dropout among girls attending schools.
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