International Journal of Innovative Development and Policy Studies 10(4):39-48, Oct.-Dec., 2022

= ©SEAHI PUBLICATIONS, 2022 www.seahipaj.org ISSN: 2467- 8465

Girl-Child Education And Its Challenges In Damaturu And
Potiskum Local Government Areas Of Yobe State

Dr. Muhammad Al-khamis Idriss*!; Dr. Fatsuma D. Muhammad? & Ahmed Mohammed?

!Department of Islamic Studies,
Faculty of Arts and Education,
Yobe State University, Damaturu, Yobe State, Nigeria

2&pDepartment of Education,
Faculty of Arts and Education,
Yobe State University, Damaturu, Yobe State, Nigeria

*axcelmal383@gmail.com 080362044161

ABSTRACT

This study surveys Girl-child education and its challenges in Damaturu and Potiskum local government
areas of Yobe State. The study answered three research questions and three null hypotheses were tested at
.05 level of significance, 100 teachers and students from public secondary schools in Damaturu and
Potiskum Local Government Areas of Yobe state of Nigeria were randomly sampled to respond to the
guestionnaire. Data collected were analyzed using statistical mean and standard deviation. The result of the
study showed that hawking, poverty, early marriage, broken homes, corporal punishment and inability of
government to enforce law. Islamic education and lack of access roads were Strongly Disagreed by the
respondents as deterrence factors to girl-child education. Based on these findings, it was recommended
amongst others that government should providefreeeducationandmake it mandatory to each
andeverycitizen with emphasis on Girl-child enrollment, and that the requirements of enrollment of a girl-
child should be set below that of a boy-child for inclusion.
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INRODUCTION

The girl-child is a biological female offspring from birth to 18 years of age. During this period, the young
girl is totally under the care of the adult who may be parents, guardians or elder siblings. It is also a period
when the girl-child is malleable, builds and develops her personality and character. She is very dependent on
others on whom she models her behaviour, through observation, repetition and imitation. Her physical,
mental, social, spiritual and emotional developments start and progress to get to the peak at the young adult
stage (Sutherland, 2001).

The development of any society would be grossly lopsided if the girl child is not given quality education.
Education in any normal society is accepted as an instrument to power, prestige, survival, greatness and
advancement for men and women. The United Nations General Assembly (2001) adopted the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights which stipulates that everyone has the right to education which shall be free at
least in elementary and primary stages. Similarly, the National Policy on Education emphasizes among other
things that there will be equal opportunities for all citizens. However, Adamu (2005) lamented that the Girl
Child is discriminated against in terms of education and given out to marriage early thereby denying the
Girl-Child the required competences for community development.

Education is a basic human right and has been recognized as such since the 1948 adoption of the Universal
Declaration on Human Rights. A positive correlation exists between the enrollment of girls in primary
school and the gross national product and increase of life expectancy (World Bank report, 2010). Because of
this correlation, enrollment in schools represents the largest component of the investment in human capital
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in any society. Rapid socio-economic development of a nation has been observed to depend on the caliber of
women and their education in that country. Education bestows on women a disposition for a lifelong
acquisition of knowledge, values, attitudes, competence and skills. Women in Nigeria have had various
challenges in order to obtain equal education. In recognition of the fact that in many countries, both
developed and developing, the status of girls is significantly worse than that of boys, the Fourth World
Conference on Women, held in Beijing in 1995, identified the persistent discrimination against the girl-child
and the violation of her rights as one of the 12 critical areas of concern requiring urgent attention by
governments and the international community among which is the need for increasing girl-child education.
Without access to education, girls are denied the knowledge and skills needed to advance their status. By
educating girls, societies stand to gain economically.

In Nigeria today, the women folk have come a long way in businesses, politics, education, sports and other
professions. They have made an indelible mark in their efforts to conquer the limitations of the past which
have sought to place them permanently in the kitchen and bedroom. However, it is not all through a bed of
roses for women and their empowerment. Majority of Nigerian women have not been fully mobilized and
empowered to contribute to national development. If it had been so, we would not still be talking about good
health for women, educational, economic, social, cultural and political empowerment of women. It is on this
note that we will attempt to explore challenges of girl-child education in Damaturu and Potiskum Local
Government Areas of Yobe state.

Statement of the Problem
The girl-child, and indeed women the world over, especially in Africa and Nigeria have had their destiny
sealed from birth by tradition and culture on account of their biological sex. They have been called the
weaker sex in order to justify societal discrimination and oppression against them. They must remain silent
hewers of wood and drawers of water, bearers of children, and toilers of arduous labour from sun-rise to
sun-down. No community will remain undeveloped if it has the required human capital and the best
instrument for developing any society is to invest in human capital (Bista, 2004). This is because the
acquired knowledge and skills will guarantee the economic and social liberation of the individual and by
implication enhances their contributions to community and national development (Edmondson, 2000).
Essentially, the Girl-child must be educated in terms of their role in the society, whether as producers or
reproducers; they are mainly responsible for the care and well-being of their families, they play an important
role as educators of future generations, they perform economic functions and social functions (Ballara,
2002). As more and more women are educated, the health and wealth of the nation improves. Consequently,
efforts to boost female education have been made by governments, international organizations and NGOs.
However, there is still a gender disparity in education. Oke (2000) and Oladosu (2007) demonstrated that
females still have low access to education, low participation and poor performance in many subjects,
especially Mathematics and Science subjects. Many factors which are home, community and school based,
continue to restrict developments in female education (Uremu, 2012). It is against this background that this
study will seek to identify and examine specific challenges of girl-child education in Damaturu and
Potiskum Local Government Areas of Yobe state.

Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of the study is to identify and examine specific challenges of girl-child education in
Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government Areas of Yobe State. Specifically, the study sought to:

1. Ascertain the level of attainment of Girl-Child education in Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government

Areas of Yobe state

2. Evaluate the contributions of the Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government toward girl-child education
3. Identify and discuss challenges of girl-child education in the study areas

Research Questions
The following research questions were raised to guide this study:

1. What is the level of attainment of girl-child education in Damaturu and Potiskum Local Governments?
2. How have Damaturu and Potiskum Local Governments contributed to the education of the girl child?
3. What are specific challenges of girl-child education in Damaturu and Potiskum Local Governments?
Hypotheses

Hol. There is no significant difference between the mean response of Teachers and students on the level of

attainment of girl-child education in Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government.
Ho2. There is no significant difference between the mean response of Teachers and students on the
contribution to the education of girl-child in Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government areas.
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Ho3 There is no significant difference between the mean response of Teachers and students on specific
challenges of girl-child education in Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government.

Concept of Girl-Child Education

The concept of girl-child education incorporates the necessary attitude, cultural and behavioral training
which parents give to their daughters at home to enable them become useful, resourceful and respectful
citizens of their societies. It also includes the functional teaching or training in skills acquisition which many
girls undertake in the shades of vocational training centres. Most importantly, the concept is over specialized
and highly controlled trainings acquired in schools, colleges and other institutions of higher learning,
(Chidebelu, 2009). Ejikeme (2000) captured this fact when he said that denying girl-children access to early
childhood education makes them socially excluded, creating room for them to grow up to become illiterate
women in later life and be classified as disadvantaged candidates for adult education, women empowerment
programmes and other women rescue remedial or support programmes that smack off underdevelopment.
Unfortunately, the right of a girl-child to access quality education has been denied and there are
consequences. Though some of the challenges are deeply rooted in our traditional background, they have
affected the society at large. Nzeako, (2011), agree with this when she says that operation and discrimination
against women and girls have been so deeply ingrained, for so long in virtually every culture. The
Convention of the rights of child defines —childl as any one below the age of 18. Girl child education is part
of the gender issues in education. Girls in developing countries particularly Nigeria live in environments,
societies and cultures that are diverse. Yet, their disadvantaged situation is basically similar wherever they
might live. They are more likely to be born into discrimination, be undervalued in comparison to their
brothers, be exploited and considered transitory members of their families and serve as helpers to their over-
burdened mothers from a very early stage (African Centre for Women, 1998). The concern about the
situation of children throughout the world culminated in the convention of the rights of child in 1989. The
double vulnerability and negative impact felt throughout one‘s life of being female and a child led United
Nation International Children and Education Fund (UNICEF) to bring more attention to the special needs
and constraints on the girl-child as a separate area of concern.

Challenges of Girl-Child Education

Various researchers have reported deteriorating school enrolment of girl-child in some parts of Nigeria
especially the North Eastern geo-political zones. Some of the factors hindering the enrolment of girl-child in
schools include socio-cultural factor such as early marriage, ignorance, poverty, hawking/child labour and
religious belief. For a nation to achieve accelerated growth and development, both the male and female
members of the country need equal access to proper educated. Thus, Nigeria needs to give girl-child
education adequate attention and provide the resources required.

However, Nigeria, a developing country is being confronted with economic, social, political and educational
challenges. The challenges led to the introduction of different reforms at different levels of the national
operation. The reforms were designed to bring about developments in areas of needs through infusion of
modern methods and values. Specifically, education constitutes of a major focus because it is believed that
education is an instrument of national development and thus, it could be employed to achieve political,
economic and social developments. The development of any nation requires the collective efforts of its
citizens and all residents. More importantly, to achieve national development, both male and female
members of the society need to be carried along (Alumode, 2010). The World Conference on Education for
All, (EFA) held in Geneva in 1990 stressed the need for gender equity in education. The Beijing conference
of 1995 and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGS) of 2005 also emphasized gender equity. In
Nigeria, the National Policy on Education (2004) also acknowledges the need to equalize educational
opportunities between girls and boys.

Gender equity is a major issue in the on-going reform programs embarked upon by the Federal Government
of Nigeria and it is designed to address gender imbalance in education.

This is because girls’ access to basic education, especially in the rural areas of Nigeria has remained low
(UNICEF, 2007). From the above literatures, it is true that the girl-child faces a lot of challenges of
education ranging from early marriage and teenage pregnancy, poverty level of parents, parents and girl‘s
attitude to education, cultural and religious beliefs, learning environments and distance of schools etc. All
these challenges and even more hinder the education of the girl-child.

41



Idrissetal. ..... Int. J. Innovative Development & Policy Studies 10 (4):39-48, 2022

METHODOLOGY

The research design adopted in this study was descriptive survey design. Survey design are those studies
which aim at collecting data on, and describing in a systematic manner, the characteristics, features or facts
about a given population. Uzoagulu (2011), stated that it is one in which the entire population or
representative sample is studied by collecting data through the use of questionnaire. This design is therefore
considered suitable since the study solicited information on the Girl-child education and its challenges in
Damaturu and Potiskum local government areas of Yobe state.

This study was carried out in Potiskum and Damaturu Local Government Areas of Yobe state. Potiskum is
100 kilometers away from Damaturu, the Yobe State capital. Potiskum town is the local government
headquarter, Yobe State, Nigeria. It is in the southern part of the state. It has an area of 559 km? and a
population of 205,016 at the 2006 census. Damaturu is the Capital of Yobe state, the Local Government
Area has an area of 2,366 km2 and a population of 88,014 at the 2006 census. The town of Damaturu is on
the A3 highway and in 2010 had an estimated population of 44,268.

T
B

Figure 1: Map of Yobe State Showing the Study Area

The population of the study consisted of the entire teachers and students from different parts of Damaturu
and Potiskum Local Government Areas. It consisted of both males and females teachers and students.

The simple random technique was used for drawing out an estimate of one hundred people (100) which
constituted the sample number from the population.

The instrument for this study is structured questionnaire developed by the researchers, which consisted of
thirty (30) items, the questionnaire was administered personally, and collect back at the spot.
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RESULTS AND ANALYSIS
Research Question 1: What is the level of attainment girl-child education in Damaturu and Potiskum Local
Government?
Table 1: Level of Attainment Girl-Child Education in Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government

Areas
Teachers Students
SINO ITEMS x, SD Remark x, SD Remark
1. More boys go to school in this community 3.57  0.692 A 3.81 1.039 A
than girls
2. Girls in this community prefer to marry at 3.56  0.732 A 411 0.859 A
an early age than going to school
3. Orphanage is another factor that deter girls 4.31  0.798 A 4,16 0.924 A
from going to school than boys
4, Western  Education is given more 4.28 0.75 A 435 0.719 A
preference by the parents than Islamic
education
5. Girls from broken homes are hawking 493 1.004 SA 3.95 0.932 A
6. The average school entering age for girl- 4.16 0.941 A 442 0.844 A
child ranges 7-10
7. Lack of importance attached to girls’ 4.95 0.875 SA 4.09 0.860 A
education may lead girl child out from
school?
8. Poor economic status of some parents 4.25 0.931 A 432 0.736 A
causes girls street hawking
9. Insurgency has contributed greatly to 4.99 1.1088 SA 431 0.790 A
slowing of girl-child education
10. Lack of importance attached to girls’ 4.05 0.99 A 442 0.625 A
education may lead girl child out from
school
Group Mean 3.90 Accepted
Teachers' and Students' mean response on the level of girl-child
education in Damaturu and Potiskum LGAs
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Figure 2: Teachers' and Students' mean response on the level of girl-child education in Damaturu and
Potiskum LGAs
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Research Question 2: How have Damaturu and Potiskum Local Governments contributed to the education
of the girl child?
Table 2: Contributions of Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government Areas Towards Girl Child

Education
Teachers Students
SINO ITEMS x, sD Remark =, SD Remark
1. The SUBEB has done so much in encouraging  4.23 0.834 A 4.07 0.838 A
equal access to basic education for both boys
and girls in this community
2. Traditional practices in this community does 4.40 0.821 A 4.09 0.808 A
not permit the education of the girl- child
3. Religion is a hindrance to girl-child education  4.09 0.722 A 4.04 0.947 A
in this community
4, Parents in this community prefer their girls to  4.18 0.658 A 4,19 0.766 A
hawk and help with the house chores than going
to school
5. If orphanage fund is reallocated to sponsor girl-  4.05 0.924 A 412 0.982 A
child education it could help a lot
6. Free and compulsory education policy is 4.19 0.953 A 439 0.774 A
emphasized in Damaturu and Potiskum Local
Government Areas
7. Laws concerning parents who refused to send  3.99 0.881 A 4,19 0.860 A
their girl-child to school are upheld by the local
authorities
8. Traditional Institutions and traditional chiefs  3.95 0.990 A 4.26 0.856 A
are cooperating with the government in placing
value on girl-child enrollment
9. The requirements of enrollment of a girl-child  3.98 1.03 A 432 0.776 A
are set parallel to that of a boy-child
10. Islamic education has been a major hindrance  4.19 1.04 A 421 0.725 A
of enrollment to western education schools
Group Mean Accepte
d
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Teachers' and Students' mean response on Damaturu and Potiskum
LGAs contributions to Education of the Girl-child
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Research Question 3: What are specific challenges of girl-child education in Damaturu and Potiskum
Local Government Areas?

Table 3: Specific Challenges of Girl-child Education in Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government
Areas

Teachers Students
S/NO ITEMS X, SD Remark X, SD Remark
1. Low education in schools may create 4.23 0.881 A 4.34 0.797 A
inferiority complex among the girls and
eventually leads to dropout of school
2. Poor economic status of some parents causes 4.44 0.926 A 4.16 0.902 A
girls street hawking
3. Girls from broken homes are hawking 411 0.858 A 3.70 1.059 A
4. Parent preferred male education and pushes 4.26 0.897 A 3.86 1.025 A
female into street hawking
5. Single parenting has been attributed to the 4.09 0.989 A 4.17 0.891 A
setbacks faced by girl-child education
6. Raining season is another low-turn-out 4.18 0.889 A 4.25 0.830 A
period for girl-child in schools due works in
the field
7. Non-formal education programmes by NGO 3.97 0.954 A 426  0.809 A
diverts enrollment of Girl-child in formal
schools
8. Corporal punishment in schools have been 4.04 1.017 A 4.32 0.827 A
attributed to the factors affecting girl-child
enrollment
9. Public enlightenment programmes are not 3.88 0.880 A 4.02 0.979 A
adequate in Damaturu and Potiskum LGAS
10. There is Low public/private partnership 3.61 0.99 A 4.02 1.06 A
investment due to lack of synergy between
governmental and non-governmental
organization
Group Mean 3.90 Accepted
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Teachers' and Students' mean response on specific
challenges of girl-child education in Damaturu and
Potiskum LGA
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Figure 4: Teachers' and Students’ mean response on specific challenges of girl-child education in
Damaturu and Potiskum LGA

Research Hypothesis
Hol. There is no significant difference between the mean response of Teachers and students on the level of
attainment of girl-child education in Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government.

Respondents N X SD Df SD t-cal t-crit Decision
Teachers 60 4.31 0.88
62 0.05 1.22 1.69 Accepted
Students 40 4.19 0.83

Ho2. There is no significant difference between the mean response of Teachers and students on the
contributions to the education of the girl-child in Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government areas.

Respondents N X SD Df SD t-cal t-crit Decision
Teachers 60 4.12 0.85
62 0.05 1.23 1.69 Accepted
Students 40 4.19 0.83

Ho3 There is no significant difference between the mean response of Teachers and students on specific
challenges of girl-child education in Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government.

Respondents N X SD Df SD t-cal t-crit Decision
Teachers 60 4.08 0.93
62 0.05 1.21 1.69 Accepted
Students 40 4.11 0.92

Findings of the Study
The study revealed that
1. The challenges faced by girl-child education in Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government Areas of
Yobe state include, but not limited to: enrollment, religious beliefs, societal constrains, poverty,
early marriage, hawking, domestic labour and chores, The finding agrees with Muhammad and
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Mohammed 2019, which asserted that girl-child must be enrolled into free and compulsory
education and the law enforcement agencies should ensure these laws are reinforced.

2. The result of testing the hypotheses shows that the difference between the teachers’ and students’
responses are not significant in mean ratings on the level of attainment of girl-child education in
Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government Areas,

3. The result of testing the hypotheses shows that the difference between the teachers’ and students’
responses are not significant in mean ratings on the level of contributions to the education of the
girl-child in Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government areas

4. The result of testing the hypotheses also shows that the difference between the teachers’ and
students’ responses are not significant in mean ratings on specific challenges of girl-child education
in Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government Areas. This is an evidence that both groups agreed to
all the items as specific challenges faced by girl-child education in Damaturu and Potiskum Local
Government Areas of Yobe State

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

The study identified the challenges faced by girl-child education in Damaturu and Potiskum Local
Government Areas of Yobe State, The findings revealed that there was no significant difference between the
mean responses of Teachers and students on the level of attainment of girl-child education in Damaturu and
Potiskum Local Government Areas, on the contribution to the education of the girl-child in Damaturu and
Potiskum Local Government Areas and the findings also revealed that there was no significant difference
between the mean responses on specific challenges of girl-child education in Damaturu and Potiskum Local
Government Areas.

CONCLUSION

Conclusions were drawn based on the findings of the study that girl-child education faces numerous
challenges in Damaturu and Potiskum Local Government Areas of Yobe state. Recommendations were
offered to curtail these challenges based on the data gathered.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In view of the discussion and data analyzed, the findings as well as the implication of the study, the

following recommendations were made:

1. Since socio-economics is the major factor that contribute to girl-child abuse, Government should
provide employment/incentives for those parents that are self employed, as this may help them to
take up their responsibility as parents.

2. Female children should be allowed to go to school, child hawking and street begging should be
abolished.
3. N.G.Os, Federal government and other organizations should embark on massive enlightenment

campaign on the effect of Girl-child abuse; and direct funding towards formal education than
sponsoring non-formal education programmes.

4. There should be public enlightenment programmes to combat ignorance and provide public
awareness on the right to free education.

5. The requirements of enrollment of a girl-child should be set below that of a boy-child for inclusion.
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