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ABSTRACT

The study investigated perceived influence of school inspection on academic performance of students in
public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State. Two research questions and
two hypotheses were used for the study. The study adopted descriptive survey research design. The
population of the study consisted of 105 school administrators in the 35 public secondary schools in Port
Harcourt Metropolis and 10 inspectors from the Rivers State Ministry of Education totaling 115. The
sample size was 115, consisting of 105 school administrators and 10 inspectors drawn with the aid of
census sampling technique. The instrument used to elicit responses was a self-structured questionnaire
titled, “Influence of School Inspection on Academic Performance of Students Questionnaire” validated by
three experts in the Departments of Measurement and Evaluation and Educational Management. The
reliability coefficients of 0.71 and 0.72 were obtained using the Cronbach’s Alpha. Mean and standard
deviation were used to answer the research questions, while the hypotheses were tested using the z-test
statistical tool at 0.05 level of significance. The study found that checking of teachers’ classroom
activities and inspection of instructional facilities to a high extent influenced the academic performance of
students in public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State. Based on the
findings of the study it was recommended among others that the classroom activities of teachers should be
scrutinized under inspection to give proper reports on teaching and learning activities in the school.
Keywords: Inspection, Teachers’ Classroom Activities, Instructional Facilities

INTRODUCTION

Education in all countries of the world has been considered very important for personal and societal
development. Adedeji (2008) defined education as the conscious efforts to prepare students through
monitoring, teaching and learning for their role in the future. Amadi (2015) also posited that education
remains the biggest instrument for academic progress, social mobilization, political survival and effective
national development of any country. It tends to constitute the largest enterprise/industry in Nigeria, the
reason for which the government continues to ensure that funds, school facilities, instructional materials,
teaching personnel and a beneficial learning environment are to some extent made available.

Educational activities cannot take place in a vacuum but in a well-structured formal setting or
environment called the school. The school is an educational institution designed to provide learning
spaces and learning environments for teaching of students under the direction of teachers. The levels of
education (Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary levels), are geared toward adequate development of learners
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through the process of impacting knowledge, skills and the right attitude. The school system as important
as it may be is an integral and indispensable element of actualizing the set of educational goals and
objectives; particularly secondary education.

Secondary education is the education given to pupils after the primary education. It is the education
received after the primary education and precedes tertiary education. Secondary education is meant for
children between 11 to 17 years (FGN, 2013). The major functions of secondary education are to prepare
individuals for useful living within the society and for higher education (FRN cited in Amie-Ogan &
Osuji, 2018). Secondary education functions amongst others to inspire students with a desire for
achievement and self-improvement both at school and in later life. To achieve the goals of secondary
education, it is important that all stakeholders in the academic circle be it teachers, students, principals,
school administrators etcetera synergize and collaborate in conjunction with the inspectorate division of
the State Ministry of Education to work together for students’ academic success and improvement.
Inspection of schools is an important of school administration which aids in attaining students’ academic
success. It is a regulatory exercise that ensures standardization in the use of educational resources and
principles in the education sector for the actualization of primary and secondary school goals. Ojelabi in
Olele (2020) conceptualized it as the critical examination and subsequent evaluation of a school as a
designed place of learning so as to make it possible for the necessary advice to be given for the purpose of
improving the school. Consequently there is need for school inspection in all secondary schools in Rivers
State particularly because of the inexorable rise of students’ enrollment at the Universal Basic Education
level with an aim of having a literate society.

Government pursuit for effective inspection was clearly delineated in the National Policy on Education,
FRN (2013). There it was categorically stated that government shall establish efficient and effective
guality assurance agencies at the Federal, States/FCT and Local Government levels for monitoring and
maintaining self-standards at all levels of education below the tertiary level. Furthermore, the objectives
of planning, administrative, supervisory and financial services in education were stipulated thus to
provide efficient administrative and management control for maintenance and improvement of the
system; ensure quality assurance through regular and continuous supervision of instructional and other
educational services as well as place a machinery for monitoring and evaluating the implementation of the
provision of the policy (FRN cited in Amie-Ogan, 2015)

In Rivers State, many public secondary school teachers are wary and skeptical about inspection which has
led to uncooperative attitude(s) during inspectors’ routine visits. This is not unconnected with their years
of experience, qualifications and status. Some teachers claim to be above school inspection based on their
years of qualification, professional experience, and years of service. In many instances such teachers
often fail to submit their records of lesson note, continuous assignment, practical and examination scores
to the principal’s office for scrutiny by the inspectors who are denigrated as so young to evaluate their
performance. Some newly engaged ill prepared teachers are often petrified during such exercises and
scamper into surrounding bushes to hide or obtain sick leave for the stipulated period of school
inspection. Similarly, some school administrators who view inspection as a herculean task dislike
inspection and often refuse to submit relevant records required for total inspection. These challenges in
the school system have compromised the quality of education in Nigeria especially as indicated in the
outcomes of National Examinations. A report by the Federal Ministry of Education (2013) stated that an
average of 13.8 percent and 20.2 percent of candidates who sat for the West African Senior School
Certificate Examination (WASSCE) and National Examination Council Examination (NECO) between
2006 and 2010 had five credits (including mathematics and English). This infers that 86.2 percent and
79.8 percent failure rate as such students cannot access universities of their choice even when they are
successful in the Universal Tertiary Matriculation Examination. Based on the above background, the
study investigated perceived influence of school inspection on academic performance of students in
public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State.
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Influence of Checking Teachers’ Classroom Activities on Students’ Academic Performance
Teachers require constant inspection by the inspectorate division of the Ministry of Education in order to
impact the required knowledge to students. Observations have shown that teachers cannot gain full
mastery of the techniques of instruction by merely attending teachers training institutions. More so,
competencies acquired in institutions and Faculties of education soon become obsolete because
knowledge is dynamic. Inspection of schools’ ensure the monitoring, regulation and standardization of
school records, school facilities, equipment, school finance, and school personnel for the promotion of
students’ overall academic achievement. According to Ukala and Nwabueze in Obasi (2015), teachers
should be assisted in the following areas in course of inspection: teaching method; use of instructional
materials; classroom management; record keeping and lesson planning to effectively impact on students’
academic performance. In other words, teachers need to be guided and assisted to achieve maximum
productivity through classroom observation, proper and close monitoring of inspectors to use appropriate
instructional materials effectively in teaching and learning as these would positively impact on the
academic performance of students in schools.

Academic performance of students has been positively associated with adequate classroom management
in schools. According to Flanders (2006), it is the method and strategy an educator uses to maintain a
classroom environment that is conducive to students’ success and learning. One of the attraction points
for school inspectors during an inspection is classroom management because that is the engine room that
transforms the students into graduates imbued with employable skills for socio-economic development. In
addition, Amie-Ogan (2015) gave the following as inspectors area of jurisdiction in education aimed at
monitoring students and improving instructions. They include: determining the availability and adequacy
of educational resources in schools; developing good rapport between those involved in the school system
— teachers, students and the community; curriculum organization, presentation and improvement;
monitoring teachers performance in order to provide necessary feedback for future improvement;
determining which member of staff is due for what reward and otherwise disciplined and promoted
helping and encouraging teachers to keep pace with changes and innovations in a dynamic society,
grading, upgrading and accreditation of schools; checking teachers and students performances in relation
to standards; granting approval for formal opening of new schools; investigating crisis prone schools;
helping teachers with improved classroom methodology and management; fulfilling the requirements of
education law; serving as a necessary link between teachers and the Ministry of Education and
ascertaining that guidelines on specific government policies are followed. School inspectors, are expected
to provide professional support to teachers and ensure that teachers use different teaching and learning
approaches appropriate for pupils and students’ academic needs.

Influence of Inspection of Instructional Facilities on Students’ Academic Performance

Instructional facilities encompass classroom blocks, seminar rooms, libraries, sickbays/school clinics,
workshops, school farms, recreational facilities, open spaces, car parks, garden and green lawns.
Inspectors of schools have a mandate to cross-examine schools on the availability of these instructional
facilities for government’s timely intervention of the provision of the same for students’ enhanced
academic performance in public senior secondary schools. Oladejo, Olosunde, Ojebisi and Isola (2011)
referred to instructional materials as objects or devices, which help the teacher to make a lesson much
clearer to the learner. Instructional materials are also described as concrete or physical objects
which provide sound, visual or both to the sense organs during teaching. Physical condition of a
facility could impact positively and negatively on teachers’ effectiveness in the classroom. This and more
reasons abound why inspection of school facilities is a very important administrative function of the
Ministry of Education in any State and Country of the world.

The purpose of inspecting instructional materials according to Urbandale Community School (2012) is to
find out if: instructional materials support the educational philosophy, goals and objectives of the District
and the objectives of the curricular offering in which the materials will be used; to ascertain if
instructional materials are appropriate for the age, emotional, social development and ability level of the
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students for whom the materials are selected; meet high standards of impact of any literary work as a
whole, taking into account the author’s intent rather than individual words, phrases or incidents; quality in
factual content and presentation; are aesthetic, cultural, literary, or of social value.
Consequently if instructional materials in secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State
certify the above conditions, students” academic performance will be enhanced. It is perceived that
instructional materials also include students’ textbooks, teacher’s guides, reference books, maps and
globes; key ingredients in learning and teaching which enhances students’ academic  achievement
(Wiggins cited in Afework & Asfaw, 2014). Instructional materials are very important in the whole
process of teaching and learning of any subject matter as it makes learning more interesting and
captivating to the students as well as offer real experience, which stimulates self-activity and imagination
on the part of the students. They also supply concrete basis for conceptual thinking thereby
reducing verbosity in learning modules.
Statement of the Problem
The primary objective of inspection is to raise the standard of the schools. It aims at critically examining
and evaluating the school as a place for teaching-learning endeavor. The emphasis on monitoring and
evaluation of academic performance and development of schools has been a major function of inspection
which aims at maintaining and improving the quality of learning among students. School inspection in the
education system is geared towards ensuring that teachers work within standards. School inspectors
ensure that teachers conform to the Nigerian curriculum with all it takes for education service delivery in
secondary schools particularly but unfortunately, school inspection has been criticized for its
shortcomings to assist classroom teachers to improve on the performance of students. Tuayo (1999), in
giving credence to the above stated that the academic performances in most Nigerian public secondary
schools have been declining over the years.

In many States in Nigeria, students have been observed as underperforming in external examinations. A

report from the Ministry of Education (2013) indicated that students who registered for both West African

Senior School Certificate Examination (WASSCE) and National Examination Council (NECO) in Rivers

State obtained five credit passes (including Mathematics and English) of 13.8 percent and 20.2 percent for

the said examinations respectively between 2006 and 2010. Although the free education system gulps a

lot of educational resources yet the quality of education in the public schools is not yet impressive. It was

therefore perceived that the sharp increase in poor academic performance of students in Senior Secondary

Certificate Examinations (SSCEs), may be as a result of inadequate inspection of schools and non-

implementation of inspectors’ report from the field by the government. Hence, the study investigated

influence of school inspection on the academic performance of students in public senior secondary
schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State.

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of the study was to investigate influence of school inspection on the academic performance

of students in public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis, of Rivers State. Specifically,

the study sought to:

3. ascertain the extent checking of teacher’s classroom activities by school inspectors influence
academic performance of students in public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of
Rivers State.

4. determine the extent inspection of instructional facilities influence academic performance of students
in public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State.

Research Questions

3. To what extent does checking of teacher’s classroom activities by school inspectors influence the
academic performance of students in public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of
Rivers State?

4. To what extent does inspection of instructional facilities influence the academic performance of
students in public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State?
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Hypotheses

Hoi.  There is no significant difference between the mean responses of school administrators and
inspectors on the extent checking of teachers’ classroom activities influence the academic
performance of students in public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers
State.

Ho>.  There is no significant difference between the mean responses of school administrators and
inspectors on the extent inspection of instructional facilities influence the academic performance
of students in public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State.

METHODOLOGY

The research design used for this study was the descriptive survey design. The population of the study
was 115 respondents consisting of 105 school administrators from all 35 public senior secondary schools
in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State and 10 inspectors from the Zonal Inspectorate Service of the
Ministry of Education, Rivers State. The sample size was 115, consisting of 105 school administrators
and 10 inspectors drawn with the aid of census sampling technique. A self-structured questionnaire titled:
“Perceived Influence of School Inspection and Students’ Academic Performance Questionnaire
(PISIAPQ)” was used to elicit data from the respondents. The instrument was validated by three experts
in the Departments of Educational Management and Measurement and Evaluation. The instrument had
two (2) sections; Sections A and B. Section A consisted of demographic information while Section B
contained questionnaire items based on the research questions. The response scale was structured on a 4-
point rating scale of Very High Extent (VHE); High Extent (HE); Low Extent (LE); and Very Low Extent
(VLE) with values of 4, 3, 2 and 1 respectively. Cronbach’s Alpha method was used to test the reliability
to achieve reliability indexes of 0.71 and 0.72. Mean and standard deviation were used to answer the
research questions. The criterion mean used was 2.50. Questionnaire items with ratings below 2.50
denoted ‘Low Extent’ while 2.50 and above signified ‘High Extent’. The hypotheses were tested using z-
test statistics at 0.05 level of significance. Analyzed data therefore, with calculated z-values above the z-
critical value of +1.96 were rejected and below +1.96 were accepted.
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RESULTS

Research Question 1: To what extent does checking of teacher’s classroom activities by school
inspectors influence the academic performance of students in public senior secondary schools in Port

Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State?

Table 1:  Mean Opinion Scores of School Administrators and Inspectors on the Extent Checking
of Teacher’s Classroom Activities by School Inspectors Influence the Academic

Performance of Students.

S/ Questionnaire Items School Inspector
N Administrato S
rs =105 =10
(%) SD Rmk SD Rm
(X) K
1 Checking and correcting teachers’ scheme of 2.73 0.81 HE 2.70 095 HE
work constantly enhance students’ academic
performance.
2 Checking teachers’ record of work to verify 2.82 0.87 HE 2.90 099 HE
completion of record enhance students’
academic performance.
3 Provision of feedback after class observation 2.72 0.93 HE  2.80 1.03 HE
ensures that lesson delivery is within lesson
stipulated duration.
4 Classroom visitation and supervision of 2.60 0.85 HE 2.60 097 HE
teachers influence academic performance of
students’.
5 Ensuring that instructional activities are 2.94 0.78 HE 2.90 0.67 HE
carried out in lesson plan/notes influence
academic performance of students.
6 Ensuring adequate delivery of subject content 2.63 0.99 HE 270 095 HE
enhance students’ academic performance
Aggregate Mean and Standard deviation 2.74 0.88 HE 2.77 093 HE

Source: Field Survey June, 2021

The results on table 1 revealed that questionnaire items (1-6) which had mean values of 2.73, 2.82, 2.72,
2.60, 2.94 and 2.63 for school administrators and 2.70, 2.90, 2.80, 2.60, 2.90 and 2.70 for inspectors were
rated to be above the criterion mean of 2.50. This implied that checking of teacher’s classroom activities
by school inspectors to a high extent influence the academic performance of students in public senior

secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State.
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Research Question 2: To what extent does inspection of instructional facilities influence the academic
performance of students in public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State?

Table 2:  Mean Opinion Scores of School Administrators and Inspectors on the Extent Inspection
of Instructional Facilities Influence the Academic Performance of Students.

S/ Questionnaire Items School Inspector
N Administrato S
rs =105 =10
(%) SD Rmk SD Rm
(X) K
7. Auvailability of conducive staffrooms enhance 2.70 0.99 HE 2.65 097 HE
students’ academic performance.
8. Spacious classrooms and trimming of class 2.70 0.83 HE 2.85 093 HE
sizes enhance students’ academic
performance.
9.  Suitable school furniture for teaching and 2.79 0.89 HE 2.80 0.76 HE
learning  enhance  students’  academic
performance.
10. Adequacy of library books and laboratory 2.60 0.89 HE 2.50 082 HE
equipment influence students’ academic
performance.
11. Provision of teachers’ reference books and 2.70 0.94 HE 2.65 0.97 HE
teachers’ guide promote teaching and enhance
students’ academic performance.
12 Availability of the necessary stationaries for 2.63 0.80 HE 270 057 HE
teachers  promote  students’  academic
performance
Aggregate Mean and Standard deviation 2.69 0.89 HE 2.69 0.84 HE
Source: Field Survey June, 2021
The results on table 2 revealed that questionnaire items (7-12) which had mean values of 2.70, 2.70, 2.79,
2.60, 2.70 and 2.63 for school administrators and 2.65, 2.85, 2.80, 2.50, 2.65 and 2.70 for inspectors were
rated to be above the criterion mean of 2.50. This implied that inspection of instructional facilities to a
high extent influence the academic performance of students in public senior secondary schools in Port
Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State.
Hypotheses
Hoi.  There is no significant difference between the mean responses of school administrators and
inspectors on the extent checking of teachers’ classroom activities influence the academic
performance of students in public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers
State.
Table 3: z-test Analysis of Difference Between the Mean Responses of School Administrators
and Inspectors on the Extent Checking of Teacher’s Classroom Activities by School
Inspectors Influence the Academic Performance of Students.
Respondents N X Std DF z-cal. z-crit. LS Decision
School 105 274 0.88 Hoa: Failed to Reject

Administrators

113 075 +196 0.05 No significant difference

Inspectors 10 277 0.93

Source: Field Survey June, 2021
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Data on table 3 above shows a z-calculated value of 0.75, which was less than the z-critical value of £1.96
at 0.05 level of significance and 113 degree of freedom. Since the z-calculated value of 0.75 was less than
the z-critical value of +1.96, the null hypothesis was accepted which states that there is no significant
difference between the mean responses of school administrators and inspectors on the extent checking of
teachers’ classroom activities influence the academic performance of students in public senior secondary
schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State.

Ho,.  There is no significant difference between the mean responses of school administrators and
inspectors on the extent inspection of instructional facilities influence the academic performance
of students in public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State.

Table 4:  z-test Analysis of Difference Between the Mean Responses of School Administrators and

Inspectors on the Extent Inspection of Instructional Facilities Influence the Academic
Performance of Students.

Respondents N X Std DF zCal zCrit. LS Decision

School 105 2.69 0.89 Hoa: Failed to Reject
Administrators
113 065 £196 0.05 No significant difference

Inspectors 10 269 0.84

Source: Field Survey June, 2021

Data on table 4 above shows a z-calculated value of 0.65, which was less than the z-critical value of £1.96
at 0.05 level of significance and 113 degree of freedom. Since the z-calculated value of 0.65 was less than
the z-critical value of +1.96, the null hypothesis was accepted which states that there is no significant
difference between the mean responses of school administrators and inspectors on the extent inspection of
instructional facilities influence the academic performance of students in public senior secondary schools
in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State.

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

Findings on research question 1 on table 1 revealed that school administrators and inspectors opined that
checking of teacher’s classroom activities by school inspectors to a high extent influence the academic
performance of students in public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State
with grand mean values of 2.74 and 2.77. Hypothesis 1 on table 3 showed that there was no significant
difference between the mean responses of school administrators and inspectors on the extent checking of
teachers’ classroom activities influence the academic performance of students in public senior secondary
schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State with z-calculated value of 0.75 which was less than z-
critical value of +£1.96. This finding is in agreement with Noor (2012) who noted that preparation of
professional document influence the quality of educational standards. It was reiterated that in schools
where teachers prepared their documents well, that match classroom activities to be carried out without
being coerced by the school inspectors, the teachers’ performance are always good which influence
students’ academic performance.

Findings on research question 2 on table 2 revealed that school administrators and inspectors opined that
inspection of instructional facilities to a high extent influence the academic performance of students in
public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State with grand mean values of
2.69 and 2.69. Hypothesis 2 on table 4 showed that there was no significant difference between the mean
responses of school administrators and inspectors on the extent inspection of instructional facilities
influence the academic performance of students in public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt
Metropolis of Rivers State with z-calculated value of 0.65 which was less than z-critical value of £1.96.
This finding corroborates with Mwamwenda and Mwamwenda (2012) who found that inspection of
physical facilities had a direct link of education quality measured in terms of students’ performance. Also
in support, UNESCO (2000) reported that the provision of teaching and learning materials especially
books is an effective way of improving students’ results. Also some of the task areas for inspectors
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aimed at monitoring standards and improving instructions which will inadvertently enhance academic
performance of students include availability and adequacy of educational resources in schools.

CONCLUSION

The study concluded that checking of teacher's classroom activities and inspection of instructional
facilities influence academic performance of students in public senior secondary schools in Port Harcourt
Metropolis of Rivers State.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were made:

1. The classroom activities of teachers should be scrutinized under inspection to give proper reports on
teaching and learning activities in public senior secondary schools.

2. Adequate instructional facilities should be provided in all public senior secondary schools in Port
Harcourt Metropolis of Rivers State because of the inexorable rise in students’ population occasioned
by the 9 year unfettered access to education in primary and junior secondary schools in Nigeria.
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