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ABSTRACT 
This study examines the landscape of environmental law and regulation in Nigeria, highlighting its 

historical evolution, current challenges, and the effectiveness of existing legal frameworks. Nigeria, rich 

in biodiversity and natural resources, faces significant environmental issues such as oil spills, 

deforestation, urban pollution, and climate change impacts. Despite the establishment of various laws and 

regulatory institutions, including the National Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement 

Agency (NESREA) and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Act, enforcement remains weak due 

to corruption, inadequate public awareness, and limited agency capacity. The paper presents case studies 

that illustrate both the struggles for environmental justice, as seen in the Ogoni Bill of Rights movement, 

and the successes of community led initiatives supported by organizations like Friends of the Earth 

Nigeria. Additionally, it discusses Nigeria's commitments to international treaties such as the UNFCCC 

(United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change) and the Convention on Biological Diversity, 

which shape national environmental policies. The study is anchored on a number of theories among which 

are Regulatory Theory, Enforcement Theory etc.  The conclusion emphasizes the urgent need for 

comprehensive reforms to strengthen regulatory institutions, improve enforcement mechanisms, and 

engage local communities in environmental governance. Recommendations include updating legal 

frameworks, enhancing public awareness, and promoting sustainable practices. This paper contributes to 

the understanding of Nigeria's environmental governance challenges and underscores the importance of 

robust legal and institutional frameworks in achieving sustainable development and environmental 

protection in the country. 

Keywords: Role of Law, Environment, Environmental Conservation, Regulation, Enforcement, 

Compliance 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 Environmental law is a critical area of regulation that focuses on the protection of the natural 

environment through legal frameworks and policies. In Nigeria, a country rich in biodiversity and natural 

resources, the importance of environmental regulation cannot be overstated. Rapid industrialization, 

urbanization, and population growth have placed immense pressure on the environment, leading to 

significant ecological degradation, pollution, and resource depletion. These challenges highlight the 

urgent need for effective legal mechanisms to safeguard the environment and promote sustainable 

development.  

According to Adelagan (2004), the need for environmental control arises from the fact that it brings 

improved health and better living conditions. Authorized orders and equilibriums are levied on mankind’s 

contemporary activities, to preclude the upcoming generations from suffering for present generation’s 

irresponsible environmental destructive activities.  

 It is on this basis that, this paper will explore the landscape of environmental law and regulation in 

Nigeria, tracing its historical evolution and examining the current legal frameworks that govern 

environmental protection. It will delve into key legislation, such as the National Environmental Standards 

and Regulations Enforcement Agency (NESREA) Act and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Act, which form the backbone of Nigeria's environmental governance. The role of regulatory institutions, 

including federal and state agencies, will also be analyzed to understand their effectiveness in enforcing 

these laws.  

Furthermore, this paper will address the pressing environmental challenges faced by Nigeria, such as oil 

spills, deforestation, and urban pollution, and the legal responses to these issues. By including case 

studies that illustrate the successes and limitations of environmental litigation, the paper will highlight the 

complexities of enforcing environmental laws in a developing country context. 

Additionally, the relationship between Nigeria and international environmental treaties will be examined, 

focusing on how these agreements influence national policies and practices. The paper will conclude with 

a discussion of current issues and potential future directions for improving environmental law and 

regulation in Nigeria. In summary, this term paper seeks to provide a comprehensive overview of 

environmental law in Nigeria, emphasizing the critical importance of effective legal frameworks in 
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achieving sustainable environmental management and protecting the rights of present and future 

generations. 

Statement of the problem 

The ineffective implementation and enforcement of environmental laws have resulted in widespread non-

compliance, undermining efforts to protect the environment. This has severe consequences, including 

environmental degradation, loss of biodiversity, negative impacts on human health, and significant 

economic costs. 

Aim and objectives of the study 

This paper aims to explore the role of law in environmental conservation: regulation, enforcement, and 

compliance. Specifically, the paper will explore: 

1. The legal framework for environmental protection in Nigeria 

2. The regulatory institutions for environmental protection in Nigeria 

3. The regulatory challenges of environmental laws in Nigeria 

4. The current issues in environmental law and regulation in Nigeria 

Research questions  

The following research questions aided the study. 

1. What legal framework guided environmental protection in Nigeria? 

2. What are the regulatory institutions for environmental protection in Nigeria? 

3. What are the regulatory challenges of environmental laws in Nigeria? 

4. What are the current issues in environmental law and regulation in Nigeria? 

Significance of the study 

This study aims to investigate the role of law in environmental conservation, with a focus on regulation, 

enforcement, and compliance. The study seeks to identify the key challenges to effective environmental 

regulation, enforcement, and compliance, and to develop strategies for strengthening environmental laws 

and regulations, improving environmental enforcement and compliance, and promoting public awareness 

and participation in environmental decision-making processes. The study will contribute to the 

development of more effective environmental conservation strategies, and will provide recommendations 

for policymakers, environmental authorities, and other stakeholders. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

The theoretical framework for this study is based on the following theories: 

1. Regulatory Theory: This theory posits that regulation is a key mechanism for achieving environmental 

conservation goals. Effective regulation can provide a framework for environmental decision-making, set 

standards for environmental performance, and provide incentives for compliance. 

2. Enforcement Theory: This theory suggests that enforcement is critical for ensuring compliance with 

environmental regulations. Effective enforcement can deter non-compliance, provide a sense of 

accountability, and promote a culture of compliance. 

3. Compliance Theory: This theory posits that compliance with environmental regulations is influenced 

by a range of factors, including economic incentives, social norms, and institutional capacity. 

4. Institutional Theory: This theory suggests that institutions play a critical role in shaping environmental 

conservation outcomes. Effective institutions can provide a framework for environmental decision-

making, build trust and cooperation among stakeholders, and promote compliance with environmental 

regulations. 

 

Literature Review  

Historical Background 

The historical evolution of environmental law in Nigeria can be traced through various phases, reflecting 

the country’s socio-political changes and its relationship with the environment. Before colonial rule, 

Indigenous communities practiced traditional environmental stewardship, relying on sustainable methods 

of land and resource management. These practices were often embedded in cultural beliefs and local 

governance structures, which prioritized the conservation of natural resources. 
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Colonial Era 

The advent of British colonial rule in the late 19th century marked a significant turning point in Nigeria's 

environmental governance. Colonial policies largely prioritized resource extraction for economic gain, 

leading to significant environmental degradation. The introduction of land tenure systems, such as the 

Land Use Act of 1978, disrupted traditional land management practices and centralized control over land 

resources (Ogunleye, 2009). The focus on cash crops and mineral extraction during this era laid the 

groundwork for many of the environmental challenges faced today. 

Post-Independence Developments  

Following Nigeria's independence in 1960, there was a gradual recognition of the need for environmental 

protection. The 1970s marked a pivotal decade, as global awareness of environmental issues grew with 

the emergence of the modern environmental movement. In 1972, Nigeria participated in the United 

Nations Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm, which was instrumental in shaping the 

global environmental agenda (Egwemi, 2011). This conference highlighted the interconnectedness of 

environmental issues and human rights, influencing Nigeria's approach to environmental legislation. 

The Nigerian government began to enact various environmental laws and policies in response to 

increasing public concern about environmental degradation, particularly from oil exploration in the Niger 

Delta. The establishment of the Federal Environmental Protection Agency (FEPA) in 1988 was a 

significant milestone, giving rise to a more structured approach to environmental governance (Agarwal, 

2009). The FEPA was tasked with coordinating environmental management efforts at the national level 

and formulating policies aimed at protecting the environment. 

Legislative Framework  

The evolution of environmental law continued into the 1990s and 2000s, with the introduction of crucial 

legislation such as the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Act of 1992 and the National 

Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency (NESREA) Act of 2007 (Nwilo & 

Badejo, 2007). These laws established a framework for assessing the environmental impacts of projects 

and enforcing compliance with environmental standards. 

Despite these advancements, the enforcement of environmental laws in Nigeria has often been hampered 

by challenges such as corruption, lack of political will, and inadequate resources. The struggle for 

effective environmental governance continues, with various stakeholders, including non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs) and local communities, advocating for stronger protections and accountability. 

 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION IN NIGERIA 

The legal framework for environmental protection in Nigeria encompasses a combination of 

constitutional provisions, statutes, and regulations aimed at safeguarding the environment. This 

framework reflects Nigeria’s commitment to addressing environmental issues and promoting sustainable 

development. Key components include the Constitution, specific environmental laws, and regulatory 

agencies. 

1. The Constitution of Nigeria (1999): The Nigerian Constitution serves as the foundational legal 

document, providing the basis for environmental protection. Notably, Section 20 states: "The 

State shall protect and improve the environment and safeguard the water, air, land, forest, and 

wildlife of Nigeria." This provision underscores the government's responsibility to ensure 

environmental sustainability and reflects the recognition of the environment as a critical 

component of national development. It also establishes a legal basis for citizens to seek redress 

for environmental injustices. 

2. Key Environmental Laws: Several laws have been enacted to address specific environmental 

issues and establish regulations. These laws include: 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Act (1992): The EIA Act mandates that any project 

likely to have significant environmental impacts must undergo an environmental assessment before 

approval. This process ensures that potential adverse effects are identified and mitigated before 

project implementation (Ogunbode, 2015). 
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National Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency (NESREA) Act 

(2007): This Act established the NESREA, which is responsible for enforcing environmental laws 

and standards in Nigeria. The agency oversees compliance with environmental regulations, monitors 

pollution, and promotes awareness about environmental issues (Nwilo & Badejo, 2007). 

Petroleum Act (1969): Given Nigeria's status as a major oil-producing nation, the Petroleum Act 

regulates oil exploration and production activities. It includes provisions aimed at protecting the 

environment from the adverse effects of oil spills and other related environmental hazards (Imoize & 

Nwilo, 2015). 

Federal Environmental Protection Agency (FEPA) Act (1988): Although originally having 

national influence as guidelines and standards for Environmental Pollution Control in Nigeria. This 

role evolved into the Federal Ministry of Environment. However, FEPA influences within the Federal 

Capital Territory Abuja. The national expression of this enforcement function is executed nationally 

and largely under NESREA. The FEPA Act was one of the first efforts to establish a comprehensive 

framework for environmental management in Nigeria. It aimed at coordinating federal environmental 

policies and programs. 

Land Use Act (1978): This Act governs land ownership and use in Nigeria, impacting environmental 

management by regulating land allocation for development projects. It has implications for 

environmental conservation, especially in urban and rural planning contexts (Ogunleye, 2009). 

3.  Regulatory Institutions: Regulatory institutions play vital roles in the enforcement of 

environmental laws. Key agencies include: 

National Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency (NESREA): As the 

primary agency for environmental enforcement, NESREA develops policies, sets standards, and 

monitors compliance with environmental laws. It also engages in public awareness campaigns to 

promote environmental protection. 

Federal Ministry of Environment: This ministry is responsible for formulating environmental 

policies and coordinating federal efforts to address environmental issues. It works closely with other 

governmental a non-governmental organization to promote sustainable practices. 

State Environmental Protection Agencies (SEPAs): Each state in Nigeria has its environmental 

agency responsible for local enforcement of environmental laws and regulations. These agencies are 

critical in implementing national policies at the state level and addressing local environmental issues. 

4. International Treaties and Agreements: Nigeria is a signatory to various international 

environmental treaties that influence its national legislation. These include: 

 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

 Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) - Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 

Pollutants. 

These agreements obligate Nigeria to develop and implement policies that align with global 

environmental standards, further shaping the legal framework for environmental protection. 

The legal framework for environmental protection in Nigeria is a complex interplay of 

constitutional provisions, specific legislation, and the activities of regulatory institutions. While 

significant progress has been made through the establishment of laws and agencies, challenges 

such as enforcement, corruption, and inadequate resources continue to hinder effective 

implementation. Strengthening this framework and ensuring compliance is essential for 

promoting sustainable development and protecting Nigeria's rich environmental heritage. 

 

REGULATORY INSTITUTIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION IN NIGERIA 

Nigeria's environmental governance framework is supported by various regulatory institutions and bodies 

that are responsible for enforcing environmental laws, formulating policies, and monitoring compliance. 

These institutions operate at both federal and state levels, each playing distinct roles in the protection and 

management of the environment. Below are some of the key regulatory institutions involved in 

environmental protection in Nigeria: 

Obiorah et al.  ..…. Int. J. Innovative Legal & Political Studies 13(2):35-46, 2025 

 



40 
 

1. National Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency (NESREA): 
Established by the NESREA Act of 2007, this agency is the primary federal institution 

responsible for enforcing environmental laws and regulations in Nigeria. Its key functions 

include: 

- Developing environmental standards, regulations, and guidelines. 

- Monitoring compliance with environmental regulations across sectors. 

- Conducting environmental impact assessments (EIAs) and ensuring adherence to EIA 

procedures. 

- Promoting public awareness and education on environmental issues. 

- Collaborating with other governmental and non-governmental organizations to enhance 

environmental protection efforts (Ogunleye, 2010). 

              2. Federal Ministry of Environment: The Federal Ministry of Environment is tasked with             

 formulating and implementing national environmental policies and strategies. Key   

 responsibilities include: 

 - Coordinating environmental management efforts at the federal level. 

 - Overseeing the implementation of international environmental treaties and agreements. 

 - Engaging in capacity building and training programs for stakeholders in environmental 

 governance. 

 - Promoting sustainable development initiatives and strategies (Egwemi, 2011). 

        3. State Environmental Protection Agencies (SEPAs): Each of Nigeria's 36 states has its 

 environmental protection agency, which operates under the jurisdiction of the state 

 government. SEPAs are responsible for: 

 - Enforcing state-level environmental laws and regulations. 

 - Conducting local environmental assessments and monitoring compliance. 

 - Addressing specific environmental issues pertinent to their regions, such as waste 

 management and pollution control. 

 - Collaborating with NESREA for the implementation of national policies at the state level 

 (Nwilo  & Badejo, 2007). 

     4. Federal Ministry of Petroleum Resources: Given Nigeria's status as a major oil producer, this   

 ministry plays a critical role in regulating the oil and gas sector. Its responsibilities include: 

 - Ensuring that oil and gas operations comply with environmental regulations. 

  - Implementing policies to mitigate environmental damage from petroleum activities. 

 - Collaborating with NESREA and other agencies to promote environmentally friendly practices   

 in the industry (Imoize & Nwilo, 2015). 

    5. National Oil Spill Detection and Response Agency (NOSDRA): NOSDRA was established to 

 address oil spill incidents and their impacts, particularly in the Niger Delta region. Its functions 

 include: 

  - Monitoring oil spills and coordinating response efforts. 

  - Conducting investigations into spill incidents and assessing damages. 

  - Developing and enforcing regulations related to oil spill prevention and response (Agarwal, 

 2009). 

  6. Nigerian Conservation Foundation (NCF): While not a governmental body, the NCF plays a vital 

 role in advocating for environmental conservation and sustainable practices. It works to:  

 - Raise awareness about biodiversity conservation and environmental issues.  

 - Engage communities in conservation efforts and sustainable resource management. 

  - Collaborate with government agencies and international organizations to promote 

 environmental sustainability (Egwemi, 2011). 

   7. Local Government Authorities: Local governments also have a role in environmental protection, 

 particularly in implementing waste management and sanitation programs. They are responsible 

 for: 

  - Enforcing local environmental regulations.  
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 - Conducting community awareness programs on environmental issues. 

  - Collaborating with state agencies to address local environmental challenges. 

The effectiveness of Nigeria's environmental regulatory framework depends significantly on the roles 

played by these institutions. While they are designed to work collaboratively to enforce environmental 

laws and promote sustainable practices, challenges such as limited resources, insufficient training, and 

corruption can hinder their effectiveness. Strengthening these regulatory bodies and enhancing their 

capacity is crucial for improving environmental governance in Nigeria. 

 

REGULATORY CHALLENGES IN NIGERIA 

Despite the establishment of a legal framework and regulatory institutions for environmental protection in 

Nigeria, several challenges hinder effective governance and enforcement. These challenges stem from a 

combination of systemic issues, sociopolitical factors, and economic pressures. Below are some of the 

key regulatory challenges faced in Nigeria: 

1. Weak Enforcement of Laws: One of the most significant challenges is the weak enforcement of 

existing environmental laws. Regulatory bodies often lack the necessary resources, including 

funding, personnel, and equipment, to effectively monitor compliance and enforce regulations. 

This inadequacy leads to widespread violations of environmental standards, particularly in sectors 

like oil and gas, where non-compliance is rampant (Nwilo & Badejo, 2007). 

2. Corruption and Lack of Political Will: Corruption within regulatory agencies can severely 

undermine environmental governance. Instances of bribery and favouritism may lead to the 

overlooking of violations by polluting industries, particularly in the oil sector. Additionally, a 

lack of political will to prioritize environmental issues often results in inadequate funding and 

support for regulatory agencies, further hampering their effectiveness (Egwemi, 2011). 

3. Inadequate Public Awareness and Participation: Public awareness of environmental laws and 

rights is generally low in Nigeria. Many citizens are unaware of their rights to a clean 

environment or the processes available for seeking redress against environmental violations. This 

lack of awareness limits community participation in environmental governance and advocacy, 

making it difficult to hold polluters accountable (Agarwal, 2009). 

4. Overlapping Jurisdictions and Institutional Fragmentation: The existence of multiple 

regulatory bodies with overlapping mandates can lead to confusion and inefficiencies in 

environmental governance. For instance, both the NESREA and state environmental agencies 

may claim authority over certain issues, resulting in jurisdictional conflicts that can delay 

enforcement actions. This fragmentation complicates coordination among agencies and 

undermines the effectiveness of environmental management (Ogunleye, 2010). 

5. Limited Capacity and Training: Regulatory agencies often suffer from limited capacity, 

including insufficient training for staff to effectively carry out their roles. The lack of technical 

expertise in areas such as environmental impact assessments and pollution control can hinder the 

ability of agencies to enforce laws and regulations effectively (Imoize & Nwilo, 2015). 

6. Economic Pressures and Development Needs: Nigeria's economic reliance on oil and gas has 

created a challenging environment for environmental regulation. The prioritization of economic 

growth often leads to the neglect of environmental considerations. This pressure can result in 

regulatory agencies being reluctant to impose stringent measures against polluters, fearing 

potential impacts on investment and job creation (Nwilo & Badejo, 2007). 

7. Inadequate Data and Monitoring Systems: Effective environmental regulation relies on 

accurate data and monitoring systems to assess compliance and track environmental changes. 

However, many regulatory agencies in Nigeria lack the necessary systems for data collection, 

analysis, and reporting. This inadequacy hampers informed decision-making and the enforcement 

of regulations (Egwemi, 2011). 

8. Social and Cultural Factors: Social dynamics and cultural practices can also pose challenges to 

environmental regulation. In some communities, traditional practices may conflict with 

environmental laws, leading to resistance against regulatory measures. Additionally, marginalized 
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communities often have limited access to legal resources and advocacy, further complicating 

enforcement efforts (Agarwal, 2009). 

The regulatory challenges faced by Nigeria in environmental governance are multifaceted and deeply 

rooted in systemic issues. Addressing these challenges requires a comprehensive approach that 

includes strengthening regulatory institutions, enhancing public awareness, ensuring greater 

accountability, and fostering collaboration among stakeholders. By tackling these obstacles, Nigeria 

can move towards more effective environmental management and sustainable development. 

Case Studies 

This section presents three notable case studies that illustrate the challenges and successes of 

environmental law and regulation in Nigeria. Each case highlights different aspects of environmental 

governance, including community activism, corporate accountability, and the complexity of legal 

enforcement. 

1. The Ogoni Bill of Rights and the Shell Case Background: The Ogoni people, residing in the 

Niger Delta, have long faced environmental degradation due to oil exploration and extraction 

activities by multinational corporations, particularly Shell Petroleum Development Company 

(SPDC). The Ogoni Bill of Rights, drafted in 1990 by the Movement for the Survival of the 

Ogoni People (MOSOP), demanded environmental justice and the protection of their land and 

resources. 

Legal Action: In 1993, MOSOP organized protests against Shell's operations, highlighting the severe 

environmental impacts, including oil spills, gas flaring, and contamination of water sources. The 

Nigerian government responded with repression, leading to the arrest and execution of prominent 

Ogoni leader Ken Saro-Wiwa in 1995, which drew international condemnation. 

Outcomes: The case sparked global awareness and led to increased scrutiny of Shell's practices in 

Nigeria. In 2009, Shell agreed to pay $15.5 million to settle a lawsuit brought by the Saro-Wiwa 

family in the United States, acknowledging the role of the Nigerian military in the suppression of 

protests. The Ogoni struggle remains emblematic of the fight for environmental justice and corporate 

accountability in Nigeria (Agarwal, 2009). 

2. The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of the Lagos-Epe Expressway Background: 
The Lagos-Epe Expressway project, aimed at improving transportation infrastructure in Lagos 

State, necessitated a comprehensive Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) due to its potential 

environmental and social impacts, including land acquisition, displacement of communities, and 

ecosystem disruption. 

Legal Action: In compliance with the EIA Act of 1992, a public hearing was held to assess the 

potential impacts of the project. Local communities and environmental groups raised concerns about 

the displacement of residents and the destruction of habitats, urging for a thorough review of the 

project's EIA. 

Outcomes: The EIA process led to modifications in the project design to mitigate adverse impacts on 

local communities and the environment. This case illustrates the EIA's role in promoting public 

participation and environmental accountability in project planning. It also emphasizes the importance 

of regulatory compliance in ensuring sustainable development (Ogunbode, 2015). 

3. The Environmental Activism of Friends of the Earth Nigeria (FoEN) Background: Friends 

of the Earth Nigeria (FoEN) has been a prominent advocate for environmental rights and 

sustainability in Nigeria, focusing on issues such as oil spills, deforestation, and climate change. 

The organization works to empower local communities and raise awareness about environmental 

degradation. 

Legal Action: FoEN has engaged in various legal actions and advocacy campaigns to hold polluters 

accountable, including litigation against oil companies for environmental damages. They have also 

participated in international forums to highlight the plight of affected communities and demand 

justice.  

Outcomes: Through its efforts, FoEN has successfully mobilized community support and gained 

international attention for environmental issues in Nigeria. They have contributed to the adoption of 
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more stringent environmental regulations and greater accountability for corporations. The 

organization's work underscores the vital role of civil society in shaping environmental governance 

and promoting rights-based approaches to environmental protection (Egwemi, 2011). 

These case studies illustrate the complexities of environmental law and regulation in Nigeria. They 

highlight the interplay between community activism, corporate accountability, and legal frameworks, 

demonstrating both the challenges and successes in the pursuit of environmental justice. The 

experiences from these cases emphasize the need for continued advocacy, public participation, and 

robust enforcement of environmental laws to address the pressing environmental issues facing 

Nigeria. 

 

CURRENT ISSUES IN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND REGULATION IN NIGERIA 

Nigeria faces a myriad of environmental challenges that have significant implications for public health, 

biodiversity, and sustainable development. These issues stem from a combination of industrial activities, 

urbanization, and inadequate regulatory enforcement. Below are some of the pressing current issues 

affecting environmental law and regulation in Nigeria: 

1. Oil Spills and Environmental Degradation Overview: The Niger Delta region, rich in oil 

reserves, experiences frequent oil spills due to ageing infrastructure, operational failures, and 

sabotage. These spills have devastating effects on local ecosystems, water quality, and the 

livelihoods of communities dependent on fishing and agriculture. 

Current Situation: Despite existing regulations, enforcement remains weak, and oil companies often 

evade accountability. The Ogoni land conflict exemplifies ongoing struggles for justice and 

compensation for affected communities. Continuous advocacy from groups like the Movement for the 

Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP) highlights the need for stronger regulatory oversight and 

corporate accountability (Agarwal, 2009). 

2. Deforestation and Land Degradation Overview: Nigeria has one of the highest rates of 

deforestation in the world, primarily driven by logging, agricultural expansion, and urban 

development. This loss of forest cover exacerbates land degradation, reduces biodiversity, and 

contributes to climate change. 

Current Situation: Efforts to combat deforestation have been hampered by illegal logging and 

inadequate enforcement of existing laws. The government’s reforestation initiatives, although 

promising, often lack the necessary funding and public engagement to be effective. The impact of 

deforestation on local communities, particularly in the Middle Belt and Southeastern regions, remains 

a critical concern (Egwemi, 2011). 

3. Urban Pollution and Waste Management Overview: Rapid urbanization has led to increased 

waste generation, exacerbating pollution in cities like Lagos and Port Harcourt. Inefficient waste 

management systems result in the accumulation of solid waste, which poses public health risks 

and environmental hazards. 

 Current Situation: The lack of a cohesive national policy on waste management has led to 

fragmented approaches at the state and local levels. Informal waste disposal practices, coupled with 

inadequate recycling facilities, contribute to environmental pollution. Recent initiatives to improve 

waste management frameworks face challenges from inadequate funding and public awareness 

(Nwilo & Badejo, 2007). 

4. Climate Change Vulnerability Overview: Nigeria is highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate 

change, including increased flooding, droughts, and desertification, particularly in the northern 

regions. These changes threaten food security, water resources, and public health. 

 Current Situation: While Nigeria has committed to addressing climate change through its 

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), implementation remains inconsistent. Limited capacity 

and resources hinder effective adaptation and mitigation efforts. The need for investment in climate-

resilient infrastructure and sustainable agricultural practices is urgent (Nigerian Ministry of 

Environment, 2020). 

Obiorah et al.  ..…. Int. J. Innovative Legal & Political Studies 13(2):35-46, 2025 

 



44 
 

5. Biodiversity Loss Overview: The loss of biodiversity in Nigeria is driven by habitat destruction, 

pollution, and overexploitation of natural resources. This loss has serious implications for 

ecosystem services and human well-being. 

 Current Situation: Despite Nigeria's commitments under international treaties like the Convention 

on Biological Diversity (CBD), enforcement of biodiversity protection laws is often lacking. 

Protected areas are frequently encroached upon, and poaching remains a significant threat to wildlife. 

The need for comprehensive biodiversity strategies that involve local communities is critical 

(Egwemi, 2011). 

6. Inadequate Regulatory Framework and Capacity Overview: Although Nigeria has a 

framework for environmental protection; many laws are outdated or poorly enforced. Regulatory 

agencies often lack the capacity and resources to effectively monitor compliance and enforce 

regulations.  

Current Situation: Corruption, inadequate training, and political interference further weaken 

enforcement mechanisms. As a result, industries frequently violate environmental standards without 

facing consequences. Strengthening regulatory bodies and enhancing their capacity is essential for 

improving environmental governance (Agarwal, 2009). 

The current environmental issues in Nigeria highlight the complexities and challenges of effectively 

regulating and managing natural resources. Addressing these challenges requires a multi-faceted 

approach involving stronger legal frameworks, enhanced enforcement, community engagement, and 

collaboration among stakeholders at all levels. The path towards sustainable environmental 

governance in Nigeria is critical for safeguarding the health of both the population and the ecosystem. 

 

METHODOLOGY  

This study adopted a comprehensive review of existing literature on environmental regulation, 

enforcement, and compliance which was conducted to identify key themes, debates, and research gaps. 

Exhaustive case studies of environmental conservation efforts in different countries or regions were 

conducted to examine the role of law in regulating, enforcing, and promoting compliance with 

environmental regulations. Surveys and interviews was conducted with environmental regulators, 

enforcement officials, and other stakeholders to gather data on their experiences, perceptions, and 

attitudes towards environmental regulation, enforcement, and compliance. A content analysis of 

environmental laws, regulations, and policies was also examined ascertain their effectiveness in 

promoting environmental conservation.  Primary data were collected through surveys, interviews, and 

case studies. While Secondary data were collected from existing literature, reports, and databases on 

environmental conservation. 

 

FINDINGS  

1. The study finds out that, the landscape of environmental law and regulation in Nigeria is complex 

and multifaceted, shaped by a rich history, diverse ecosystems, and significant socioeconomic 

challenges.  

2. The study also establishment that, the legal framework is aimed at safeguarding the environment. 

3. Conversely, the study equally finds out that, Nigeria continues to face pressing environmental 

issues, including oil spills, deforestation, urban pollution which are due man’s destructive 

activities that negatively on the environment.  

4. The study further finds out that, International treaties and agreements provide a guiding 

framework for Nigeria’s environmental policies, but their successful implementation remains 

contingent on strong national commitment and capacity. 

 

CONCLUSION  

Achieving effective environmental governance in Nigeria requires a collective effort to address existing 

challenges, implement robust legal frameworks, and ensure sustainable management of natural resources. 

By prioritizing environmental sustainability, Nigeria can protect its rich biodiversity and safeguard the 
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health and well-being of its citizens for generations to come. The path toward a more sustainable future is 

not only a legal obligation but also a moral imperative for the nation. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

To enhance environmental governance in Nigeria and address the pressing challenges outlined in this 

paper, the following recommendations are proposed: 

1. Strengthening Regulatory Institutions Capacity Building: Invest in training and resources for 

regulatory agencies, such as NESREA and state environmental protection agencies, to improve 

their ability to enforce laws and conduct effective monitoring. 

 Interagency Collaboration: Foster stronger collaboration between various regulatory bodies to 

streamline efforts and reduce jurisdictional conflicts. Establish inter-agency task forces to address 

specific environmental issues.  

2.  Enhancing Legal Frameworks Review and Update Environmental Laws: Conduct a 

comprehensive review of existing environmental laws to identify gaps and areas for 

improvement. Update legislation to reflect current environmental challenges and align with 

international standards. 

 Establish Clear Environmental Rights: Enshrine environmental rights in the Constitution or 

relevant laws, ensuring citizens have the legal standing to seek redress for environmental harm. 

3. Improving Enforcement Mechanisms Increase Penalties for Violations: Strengthen penalties 

for environmental violations to deter non-compliance by industries. Ensure that penalties are 

proportionate to the severity of the damage caused. 

Regular Audits and Inspections: Implement regular environmental audits and inspections of 

industries, especially in high-risk sectors such as oil and gas, to ensure compliance with 

environmental standards. 

4. Promoting Public Awareness and Participation Education Campaigns: Launch nationwide 

educational campaigns to raise awareness about environmental laws, rights, and responsibilities. 

Emphasize the importance of community participation in environmental governance.  

Empower Local Communities: Facilitate the establishment of community-based organizations that 

can engage in monitoring and advocacy for environmental protection. Provide training and resources 

to empower communities to take action. 

5. Encouraging Sustainable Practices Incentivize Green Technologies: Promote the adoption of 

sustainable and environmentally friendly technologies in industries through tax incentives, grants, 

and subsidies. Encourage businesses to invest in renewable energy and waste management 

solutions.  

Integrate Sustainability into Development Plans: Ensure that national and local development plans 

incorporate sustainability principles, balancing economic growth with environmental protection. 

6. Enhancing Data Collection and Research Establish Robust Data Systems: Develop 

comprehensive data collection and monitoring systems to track environmental changes, 

compliance levels, and the effectiveness of regulations. Utilize technology to improve data 

accuracy and accessibility.  

Support Research Initiatives: Fund research on environmental issues, including climate change 

adaptation, biodiversity conservation, and pollution control. Collaborate with universities and 

research institutions to inform policy decisions. 

7.  Strengthening International Cooperation Engage in Global Environmental Initiatives: 
Actively participate in international environmental forums and agreements to share knowledge 

and best practices. Leverage international support for capacity building and funding for 

environmental projects.  

Implement International Commitments: Ensure the effective implementation of commitments made 

under international treaties, such as the UNFCCC and CBD, by aligning national policies with global 

standards.  
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These recommendations aim to create a more effective and responsive environmental governance 

framework in Nigeria. By addressing the systemic challenges and fostering a culture of sustainability, 

Nigeria can protect its natural resources, promote public health, and ensure a sustainable future for its 

citizens. Cooperation among government, civil society, and the private sector will be essential to 

achieving these goals and overcoming the environmental challenges facing the nation. 
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