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ABSTRACT

The study examined community participation in school administration and goals attainment in
secondary schools in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government Area. Two purposes, two research
questions and two hypotheses guided the study. A correctional survey design was adopted for the
study, the population of study was seven hundred and fifty (750) community stakeholders in the six
geographical zones in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government Area. Three hundred and fifty (350)
respondents were randomly sampled from communities in the Local Government Area. An instrument
was design for the study titled “Community Participation in School Administration and Goals
Attainment in secondary School Questionnaire (CPiISAGAQ). The result obtained from the trial test
was subjected to Pearson product moment correlation co-efficient formula to ascertain the reliability
co-efficient of the instruments and was established at 0.83. The data that was generated was analysed
using the Pearson product moment correlation coefficient and was converted to t-test to measure the
significant level. The findings of the study shows principal’s decisions and actions towards
administrative goal of the school is not always influenced by community interference, however, the
school can receive support from the community in the implementation of some of its plan
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INTRODUCTION

Educators have long recognized the important role of the community in the education of children. In
Nigeria, government has stated that for the benefit of all citizens, the countries education goals shall
be clearly set out in terms of their relevance to the needs of the individual and society and community
in consonance with the realities of our environment and the modern world (NPE, 1980).

Education as an instrument for national development cannot be successfully planned without
community involvement. The philosophy behind every educational goal is to use the school as a
vehicle to accomplish societal expectations. The community and the school therefore work
cooperatively in one direction to accomplish the stated societal goals. According to Cum (1989), real
changes in school will begin to take place only when relationships of power begin to change, that is,
when the voice of parents and the community are heard and the direction of the school reflects the
values of all.

Ideally, education should integrate the values and aspirations of the community in which the school is
located. Education takes place within the community context. Researchers and educators have long
agreed that when communities get involved in school administration, it also makes the parents
encourage their children to work harder and achieve more at school and also help develop positive
growth and academic success on their children (Epstein, 1995).
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The partnership of school and community helps to build mutual understanding and interaction
between a school and its community resulting in benefits for both by giving information to
community and getting feedback from them (community) and presenting same views to the school.
Community is a concept that requires explanation. It is an overall concept. A community may be a
group of people who share cultural, social and economic interests. Its members recognize social
obligations to each other, hold at least some common values and identify themselves with each other
as “we”. This overall definition embraces among others a geographic community which is the most
common conception and refers to all individuals living in a rural setting, village, town or urban
centre. Mitchell, (1998) sees community as:

“a collectivity of people who occupy a geographical area. People who were

together engaged in economic and political activities and who essentially constitute

a self governing social unit with some common value and experiencing a feeling as

belonging to one another.”

From the above definition, the community is said to engage in economic, social and political
activities. These activities can only flourish in this present dispensation when a group of people or a
nation has an educated citizenry. That is why communities have been involved in the secondary
school administration towards goal attainment. In this regard, Benefegha (1989) said the communal
efforts in the establishment of school become very prominent as the average citizen became aware of
the fact that western education was a means of social emancipation. The establishment of secondary
schools by various communities in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government Area of Rivers State is
compelled by a collective sense of need such as the desire for communal progress and development.
Most often than not, community secondary schools are established through self help. Usually a
committee is set up for this purpose.

Statement ofthe Problem

The need for community participation in the administration of schools has long been agreed by
researchers, educational administrators and all the stakeholders. That was the reason for the
establishment of community secondary schools to give opportunity to the less privilege to acquire
basic education and to cushion the effect of youth restiveness in our communities. The school is
established to meet some specific needs of the community but it cannot succeed if it does not interact
with the community (Taiwo, 1980). It is therefore imperative that schools should managed according
to needs of the community. It has been observed that poor academic performance of student in both
the internal and the external examinations is a result of lack of synergy between the school and the
host communities. Youth restiveness among our secondary school students has truncated the entire
school system unlike what was observed in the early 80s where communities get involved in all
school activities to ensure that discipline is maintained in the school system. The researcher, looking
at the problems associated with secondary school decided to carry out a study on community
participation in  school administration and goals attainment in secondary schools in
Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government Area.

Purpose of the Study

The main purpose of this study was to investigate community participation in school administration
and goal attainment in secondary schools in Ogb/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government Area.
Specifically, the study sought to:

1. Determine the relationship between community and school administration towards the
attainment of school goals in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government Area.
2. Examine the relationship between community based resources usage and school goals

attainment in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government Area.

Research Question
The following research questions guided the study.

1. What is the relationship between community participation and school administration towards
the attainment of school goals in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government Area?
2. What is the relationship between community based resources usage and school goals

attainment in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government Area?
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Hypotheses

The following null hypotheses were formulated in the study:

Ho,: There is no significant relationship between community participation in school administration
and the achievement of the secondary school goals in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local
Government Area.

Ho,: There is no significant relationship between community based resources usage and school
goals attainment in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government Area.

METHODOLOGY

The study adopted a correlational research design with a population of seven hundred and fifty (750)
respondents from the six geographical zones at Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government Area. Three
hundred and fifty (350) respondents were randomly sampled in the secondary schools in the six
geographical zones at Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government Area. The researcher designed an
mstrument titled “Community Participation in school administration and goal attainment in secondary
schools in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Questionnaire (CPSAAGAQ)” The result obtained from the trial test
was subjected to Pearson product moment correlation coefficient formula to ascertain the reliability
coefficient of the instrument at 0.83. The data generated was analysed using the Pearson product
moment correlation coefficient (PPMC). The PPMC was converted to t-test to measure the significant
level. All the hypotheses were tested at 0.05 level of significance.

RESULTS
Research Question 1: What is the relationship between community participation and school
administration towards the attainment of school goals in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government
Area?
Table 1: Observed Community Participation and School Administration towards the
attainment of school goals
S/IN VARIABLES SA A D SD  YFX X D
1 Relationship with important 400 320 108 90 918 26 P
community member will help student
to have wider and fuller understanding
of the world round him

2. The community should constantly 160 285 200 115 760 22 N
remind principals of his administrative
role

3. Consultation with the community is 208 144 240 110 702 20 N

necessary for the principal before

decisions are taken
4. If community members are involved in 440 285 150 70 945 27 P

formulation of school plan, they will

assist the school to receive additional

support from the community

Grand Mean 24 N
The analysis of results in table 1, show a grand mean of 2.4. It is a general indication that the
principal’s decisions and actions towards administrative goal of the school is not always influenced by
community interference. However, result from the table also show that the school can receive
supports from the community in the implementation of some of its plan. This is shown in item 4 with
a mean score of 2.6.
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Research Question 2:What is the relationship between community based resources usage and school
goals attainment in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government Area?
Table 2: Observed relationship between community based resources and school goals

attainment
S/N VARIABLES SA A D SD YFX X D

1. Community based resources is essential 520 270 120 70 980 28 P
for goal attainment of schools

2. The school has greatly enjoyed the facilities 380 240 170 95 885 25 P
enjoyed the facilities provided by the
community

3. The school has a free access to local facilities 432 276 200 50 958 27 P
like historical landmarks, halls, equipment, etc

4. The community sometimes provides the 360 346 170 60 936 27 P
school with security services
Grand Mean 26 P

Table 2 shows that the community plays serious role with the way instructional resources were
provided. The table reveals a grand mean of 2.6. This shows that the community responds positively
in infrastructural provision and other community based services. This is evidenced in the mean of
2.8. The table also discloses that the community provides security services. The observed mean of
2.7 was indicative of favourable community interference.
Hypothesis 1
Table 3: Pearson Product Moment Correlation Co-efficient of the relationship between
community participation in school administration and the achievement of the
secondary school goals
N

= 350

¥X yX?
Variable >XY R

Y YY?
Community Involvement
in school administration 2242 1365954

565435 0.99

Achievement of administrative Goals 1083 309392

Significant @ 0.05 level; df = 348; critical r — value = 0.11

From table 3 above, the computed r - value (0.99) is greater than the critical r - value (0.11) at 348
degree of freedom tested at 0.05 level of significance. Therefore, the null hypothesis stating a non-
significant relationship is rejected. We therefore conclude that there is a significant relationship
between community involvement in schools administration and the achievement of the administrative
goal of schools.

Hypothesis 2

Table 4: Pearson Product Moment Correlation Co-efficient of the relationship between
community based resources usage and schools goal attainment.

N = 350
2X ¥ X
Variable >XY R
>Y >Y?
Community Based
Resources 2824 2008200
653780 0.94
School Goal Attainment 935 221725

Significant @ 0.05 level; df = 348; critical r — value = 0.11
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Table 4 above, presents the obtained r - value as (0.94). This  value was tested for significance by
comparing it with the critical r - value at 0.05 level with 348 degree of freedom. The obtained r -
value of (0.94) was greater than the critical value of (0.11). Hence, the result was significant. The
null hypothesis was rejected and the alternate accepted. This implies that there is a perfect
relationship between community based resources usage and schools goal attainment. The co-efficient
of determination of r* gave us 86% which indicates that 86 percent success recorded in school goal
attainment is accounted for by community based resources.

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

On community participation and school administration towards the attainment of school goals it was
observed in table 3 that there exist a significant relationship between school administration and the
achievement of the administrative goal of schools. The data showed that calculated r - value (0.99)
was greater than the critical table value of r - (0.11) at 0.05 level of significance with 348 degree of
freedom. It was also observed that due to the constant interaction between the principals and the
school management committee representing the community, the principals interaction with the
students increased, discipline was maintained and learning become more effective. This work lent
credence to the work of Kootz and Wechrink (1980) who noted that the community knowing and
bearing in mind the implication of school for its preservation and development must on their own
partake interest in the growth and well being of the school as it is very imperative that the community
takes that interest in the running of the school. Uyanga (1989), sharing same view, encouraged school
administrators to include community members in their board in order to achieve their goals, because
education is for the betterment of the people.

On community based resources usage and schools goal attainment, the result of the data analysis in
table 4 was significant, due to the fact that the obtained r - value (0.94) was greater that the critical r -
value at 0.05 level. This showed that there exists a significant relationship between community based
resources usage and schools goal attainment.

The finding tends to support the earlier work of Igwe (1991), who opined that the school has a free
access to local facilities like historical landmarks, local industries or research stations. He noted that
communities maintain school facilities, provides security to the school and donate equipment to
school for academic activities. To further support this view, Adesina (1990), stated that one potent
index of evaluating educational quality is an examination of the physical facilities available for
learning. Akpan (1995) also observed that community provides and maintain materials and furniture
and that they also contribute financially for new facilities in the school. Teaching / learning facilities
are important as far as school is concern they create an environment which makes learning easier and
more beneficial.

CONCLUSION

The following conclusions were drawn based on the findings of the study. For schools to achieve its
desired goal, the participation of the community in its administration is indispensable. The school -
community partnership will help to create an educational environment where educational objectives
will be achieved. The relationship if properly maintained will help to reduce burden and stress for the
school administrator.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Since it is said that no man is an island, school administrators should endeavour to run functional
P.T.A. and school management committees and make them integral part of some of his decisions, as
this will make them more democratic and help to also win the conviction of both students and
teachers.

2. The principals should from time to time create forum where opinions and ideas could be shared
with some opinion leaders. Useful ideas could come out through such interactions which will help in
the goal attainment of the school administration.

3. Resource persons from the community and old boys of the school should always be invited to
help in some subject areas lacking subject masters.
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