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ABSTRACT 

This study examined the management of Patriarchal practices for improved girl child education in public 

primary schools Imo State. Three research questions and three null hypotheses guided the study. The 

study adopted a descriptive research design. The population of this study was 9401 teachers distributed 

over 1278 public primary schools in Imo State. The sample for the study was 383 teachers in the study 

area. The respondents were drawn for the study using a stratified random sampling technique. The 

instrument that was used for the collection of data was a self-structured questionnaire titled: Patriarchal 

Practices for improved Girl Child Education Questionnaire. The face and content validities were 

determined by the three experts in Measurement and Evaluation in psychology department in University 

of Port Harcourt. A reliability index of 0.81 was obtained. The researcher administered 383 copies of the 

designed questionnaire and 376 were retrieved. The research questions raised were answered using mean 

and standard deviation. On the other hand, the hypotheses were tested using z-test at a 0.05 level of 

significance. The findings revealed that patriarchal practices hindered the education of girls in public 

primary schools Imo State. As a result, it is imperative to implement policies aimed at raising awareness 

among those involved in patriarchal practices about the significance of educating girls and the wide-

ranging benefits associated with the overall development of female children in our society. Based on the 

findings of the study, the researcher recommended that Rigid cultural attitude towards girl child and 

gender discrimination should be totally eradicated. Girl child education should be seen as important as 

male child education. Policies that promote girl child education should be established and well 

implemented. 

Keywords: Management, Patriarchal practices, education, the girl child, and Imo State. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Nigeria, a country located in West Africa, is known for its diverse and contrasting characteristics, serving 

as a melting pot of various ethnicities, religions, and cultures. With over 250 distinct ethnic groups, each 

with its language and heritage, Nigeria boasts a rich and diverse cultural history (Offiong & Uduigwomen 

2021). The largest ethnic groups in Nigeria include the Hausa, Fulani, Yoruba, and Igbo, each contributing 

to the country's vibrant tapestry of traditions and customs (Ekpo & Offiong 2020). Traditional socio-

political structures in Nigeria are often characterized by patriarchal systems, where men hold positions of 

authority and make decisions in community meetings and within families. This has perpetuated the notion 

of female submissiveness to males, influencing the country's political, economic, and social structures 

(Mojekwu-Chikezie 2012). Education plays a crucial role in the development of Nigerian society, 
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providing children with opportunities for social and academic growth. Beyond its impact on economic 

development, education is considered a fundamental human right, and gender should never hinder access 

to education for any child. 

Patriarch system 

The idea of patriarchy relates to a system within families, society, ideology, and politics in which men 

exert force, explicit influence, ceremonies, traditional practices, laws, language, social norms, manners, 

education, and the allocation of work to define the roles that women ought to or should not undertake, 

leading to the oppression of women by men. This system is characterized by unequal power relations 

between women and men (Ekpenyong et al., 2017), leading to systematic disadvantages and oppression of 

women in such societies. Men hold power and dominant roles in political leadership, moral authority, 

social privilege, and control of property (Obiora & Onwuyi 2018). The patriarchal nature of Nigerian 

communities is evident in the cultural practices that are stipulated by men, with minimal input from 

women, despite the significant percentage of women in the population (Olojede 2004). As a result, 

women's political, economic, social, and personal interests are often underrepresented and undervalued 

(Henderson & Jeydel 2010). Furthermore, power and resources in society are distributed in a way that 

maintains male power and control of resources while rendering women powerless and dependent on men, 

as dictated by their culture (Oyekanmi 2011). Nigeria, with its diverse ethnic groups and corresponding 

cultures, harbors practices that are detrimental to women and have been perpetuated under various 

patriarchal systems. Gender perceptions are deeply rooted in cultural determinism and strict religious 

beliefs, leading to gender stereotypes (Olomojobi 2012). Gender discrimination in Nigeria is closely tied 

to customs, which are primarily influenced by men. Traditional rulers and religious leaders hold status 

and control over customs, and as a result, old customs have remained static, impeding the social 

development of women (Olomojobi 2012). In several Nigerian communities, traditional practices such as 

child marriages, female restrictions, widowhood practices, female genital mutilation, and denial of 

inheritance rights have frustrated and impeded the social development of women over the years. 

Concept of a Girl-child  

Even though numerous authors have provided varying definitions of a girl-child, it is widely accepted that 

the girl-child refers to the female gender under the age of 18. In Nigeria, there are significant 

controversies surrounding the education and societal value of the girl-child. Different authors examine the 

concept of being a girl-child from diverse viewpoints. Alabi et al. (2016) scrutinize the girl-child in a 

manner that encompasses all aspects of her existence. They recognize that a girl-child is a female 

offspring under the age of 18 and before reaching adulthood, who requires both formal and informal 

education to develop her mind, character, intellect, and skills. At this stage, she is particularly vulnerable 

and relies on individuals who shape her behavior through observation, repetition, and imitation, especially 

her parents or family. This developmental stage is when she is exposed to formal education at various 

levels: kindergarten, elementary, and secondary school. During this period, she will not learn how to read 

and write but also imbibes moral values and acquires skills that will prepare her for adulthood. According 

to Alabi et al. (2016), for the girl-child to evolve into a dynamic adult, she necessitates both formal and 

informal education to foster her skills and intellect, enabling her to make significant contributions to 

society. As a child, her access to education should be non-negotiable, as Article 26 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights grants everyone the right to free education at the elementary stage. By 

obtaining an education, the girl-child becomes an asset to the community and the nation. Exploring their 

environment and acquiring proficient skills through women's education empowers them to become 

functional members of society. This skill acquisition equips women to actively participate in their 

respective societies. 

Girl child education  

The empowerment of girls within their families and communities is greatly facilitated by education, 

which is universally recognized as a fundamental human right. Despite the existence of various national 

and international legal instruments aimed at promoting girls' education, such as the Strategy for the 

Acceleration of Girls Education Programme (2003), the Child Rights Act (2003), and the United Nations 
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Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), gender inequality in education remains a pressing issue 

in Nigeria. Many girls in Nigeria still encounter significant barriers that prevent them from accessing 

education. The limited educational development of women reflects a broader problem in providing equal 

educational opportunities to girls. To truly address women's empowerment, it is crucial to focus on the 

root causes rather than just the effects. It has become increasingly evident that the girl-child (woman) has 

been unjustly deprived of her fundamental human rights, which is a significant impediment to women's 

empowerment. 

Before the formulation of the national policy on education in 1977, the existing educational policy in 

Nigeria lacked focus, structure, and clearly defined aims and objectives. The initial focus of Western 

education brought by the missionaries was primarily on training preachers and religious instructors, with 

other pursuits considered secondary. Similarly, the colonial masters prioritized the production of class 

teachers and craftsmen. Traditional African education emphasized character development and the 

promotion of culture, but the curriculum was not favorable for girls. The early stages of girls' education 

preparation were affected by the nature of the curriculum, leading to a lack of favorable conditions for 

girls. During the era of the missionaries, most teachers, carpenters, mechanics, and other professionals 

were predominantly men, as the work demanded long periods away from home, which was not conducive 

to women's participation in education. 

The term girl-child refers to a female under eighteen years of age who is in a critical period of 

development and requires support to reach her full potential. Unfortunately, cultural practices and poverty 

often hinder the progress of girl-children. They are frequently subjected to discrimination, particularly in 

terms of educational opportunities, leading to higher rates of illiteracy, ignorance, and poverty. This 

makes them vulnerable to exploitation and abuse, including child trafficking, sexual harassment, and 

forced labor. Despite efforts by governments and non-governmental organizations in Nigeria, the literacy 

level among girl children remains unacceptably low. It is crucial to recognize the importance of educating 

women, as they play a significant role in building and leading families. Educated mothers are better 

equipped to improve living standards and positively influence their children. Additionally, empowering 

women through education provides them with more opportunities for skilled and high-income 

occupations. It is important to challenge cultural stereotypes that hinder the development of girl-children 

and create an environment that promotes their education. Recognizing and encouraging women who have 

achieved high levels of education and technical skills can serve as positive examples for others. These 

women are a testament to the value of investing in the education of girl-children. 

The Importance of Education 

Education empowers girls and women to assert their rights, enables them to fulfill their potential in 

economic, political, and social spheres, and is the most effective means of lifting people out of poverty. 

For girls, it represents one of the initial steps towards active participation in society and liberation from 

economic exploitation and patriarchal oppression. Education serves as a tool capable of rectifying 

inequality in any community. The exclusion of girls from education deprives them of the opportunity to 

nurture their potential and to assume a vital role in their families, their nation, and the global community. 

Increasing access to education for girls will enhance women's engagement in the political process and 

facilitate the dissemination of information on various health risks such as female genital mutilation, early 

pregnancy, and sexually transmitted diseases. Educated girls can also contribute to reducing infant and 

maternal mortality, domestic and sexual violence, and child marriages (Ajayi, 2021). 

Policy Changes for Girl Child Education 

Policies are needed to prioritize increasing number of girls attending school and ensuring that they do not 

only enroll but also attend regularly. We should start encouraging families to send their daughters to 

school and to support their pursuit of higher education. Additionally, policies should prioritize the 

prohibition of harmful practices such as FGM and child marriage, as well as addressing gender-based 

violence and child trafficking. Alongside support at the community level, we can disseminate information, 

initiate discussions, and aim to prevent these practices entirely. Communication, campaigns, education, 

and advocacy at all levels of society are very important to changing gender and social norms. Changing 
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social norms is always a very slow process and needs intervention from different directions. It’s equally 

important to campaign at the grass-root level, as it is to educate the state, community, and religious 

leaders.  

Evidence of a correlation between the number of women teachers and girls’ enrollment, provides a strong 

argument for the importance of women teachers. Teachers’ work should positively impact girls’ views of 

themselves, and gender relations within that community. Curriculums should also reflect gender equality 

within educational resources such as textbooks, presenting both boys and girls equally. Safe transport for 

young girls is imperative for a safe journey to school. Furthermore, the importance of developing safe 

solutions during conflict and COVID-19 to minimize disruption to girls’ education. Schools need the 

resources for girls to manage their menstruation and feel empowered to have full control over their 

bodies.  

The focus should always be on breaking down patriarchal values that oppress women and girls, holding 

them back from realizing their full potential. Both girls and boys should be equally valued and have the 

same opportunities. The narrative has evolved in many ways, with girls now recognizing their capability 

to pursue education and expressing a strong desire to do so. However, it is important to continue raising 

awareness about the advantages of educating girls and educating communities about the detrimental 

effects of child marriage and early pregnancy. These discussions are essential within the global 

community to bring about lasting change for gender equality. 

The education of the girl child in Nigeria has been a topic of great concern, particularly due to the 

patriarchal influence, as highlighted in Ezeh's study (2023). Over the past few decades, there has been a 

growing awareness of the challenges faced by young girls in accessing education. Many young girls are 

often forced out of school and into early marriages, a reality witnessed by the author during her own 

upbringing. Various organizations, individuals, and corporate entities have devoted significant attention to 

this issue, and numerous authors and media outlets have shed light on it. While many countries and 

governments have made efforts to address this issue, deeply entrenched cultural norms, traditions, and 

stereotypes continue to hinder progress. Regrettably, Nigeria is among the countries where the education 

of the girl child is neglected due to cultural, traditional, and patriarchal influences. This paper delves into 

the current challenges faced by girl-child education in Nigeria, with a specific focus on the detrimental 

impact of patriarchal culture. The study also offers potential solutions, emphasizing the importance of the 

classroom as a critical tool in addressing this long-standing issue. Furthermore, the research assesses the 

economic and political ramifications of this issue on the country. 

In a recent work by Ohia (2024), the significance of girl child education in Nigeria for women's 

empowerment is thoroughly examined from a feminist perspective. The focus of the study is on the 

critical issue of women's empowerment within the context of gender equality. The paper emphasizes the 

urgent need to address the lack of attention given to girl-child education and highlights the resulting loss 

of human resources. It argues for proactive strategies to improve girl-child education in Nigeria and 

Africa as a whole. The paper identifies key areas for enhancing girl-child education to prevent women 

from being deprived of opportunities. It also sheds light on the cultural barriers that contribute to the 

educational deprivation of the girl-child. Embracing feminist theory, the paper concludes that education 

should be free from gender bias to ensure the positive impact on girl-child education in Nigeria. It asserts 

that women are hardworking and emphasizes the need to eliminate cultural barriers that restrict women's 

access to education. The paper advocates for the full integration of women in girl-child education efforts 

to promote their empowerment. Furthermore, it recommends fostering positive and supportive 

interactions between teachers and children to bring about a shift in societal attitudes toward women's and 

girl-child education. 

In the research conducted by Offiong et al (2021), the focus was on the impact of patriarchy, culture, and 

societal norms on the progress of women in Nigeria. The pervasive dominance and authority of men in 

many African nations, including Nigeria, have been deeply entrenched for generations. This has been 

perpetuated through various socio-cultural customs, such as early marriage, restrictions on women, rituals 

for widows, female genital mutilation, and the denial of inheritance rights, among others. The study 
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utilized a historical analysis approach, drawing from both oral and written sources of literature. It aimed 

to investigate how these customs, rooted in the patriarchal system, have hindered the social advancement 

of women in Nigeria over time. The paper strongly advocates for the abolition of these socio-cultural 

practices, which contradict principles of justice, fairness, and morality, to allow women to experience 

equal rights without cultural prejudice or obstacles. 

Statement of the Problem 

Nigeria, as a nation, is home to numerous ethnic groups with diverse cultures. These cultures contain 

traditions that oppress women and have been upheld for many years under the different patriarchal 

systems present in these societies. Gender perceptions are deeply ingrained in cultural and religious 

beliefs, which are based on gender stereotypes. It's important to note that gender discrimination deprives 

half of the population of essential human rights, limiting their contribution to economic and social 

development. It is argued that a significant indicator of gender discrimination in Nigeria is the entrenched 

nature of tradition. Traditions have traditionally been under the influence of men, as they are considered 

the custodians of a community's heritage. This is evident from the fact that traditional rulers and religious 

leaders hold status and control over customs. It seems that age-old customs have remained static and have 

not evolved. It is evident that in many Nigerian communities, long-standing customs and traditions have 

hindered the social development of women. In patriarchal systems, male children are valued more than 

females. There is a preference for educating and training males, placing females at a disadvantage. In 

extreme cases, if a wife gives birth only to female children, she may be told that she has not yet produced 

any offspring. Traditional parents were more inclined to prioritize the education of their sons over their 

daughters. Investing in girls' education was considered a waste, as it was expected that they would get 

married. This study aims at addressing the issue of patriarchal systems as regards the education of girl 

children. 

Aim and Objectives 

The study aimed to examine the management of Patriarchal practices for improved girl child education in 

public primary schools in Imo State. Specifically, the objective sought to: 

1. find out the causes for patriarchal practice on girl child in public primary schools in Imo State. 

2. examine the effects of patriarchal practices on the education of girl child in public primary schools in 

Imo State. 

3. Find out ways of managing patriarchal practices on girl child in public primary schools in Imo State. 

Research Questions 

1. What are the causes of patriarchal practice on girl child in public primary schools in Imo State? 

2. What are the effects of patriarchal practices on the education of girl child in public primary schools in 

Imo State? 

3. What are ways of managing patriarchal practices on girl child in public primary schools in Imo State? 

Hypotheses  
1. There is no significant difference between the mean ratings of male and female respondents on the 

causes of patriarchal practice on girl child in public primary schools in Imo State. 

2. There is no significant difference between the mean ratings of male and female respondents on the 

effects of patriarchal practices on the education of girl child in public primary schools in Imo State. 

3. There is no significant difference between the mean ratings of male and female respondents on the 

ways of managing patriarchal practices on girl child in public primary schools in Imo State. 

 

METHODOLOGY  
The research utilized a descriptive survey design to examine the impact of patriarchal practices on the 

education of the girl child in Imo State. The study encompassed a population of 9,401 teachers spread 

across 1,278 public primary schools. From this population, a sample of 383 teachers was selected using a 

stratified random sampling technique. To gather data, a self-structured questionnaire titled "Management 

of Patriarchal Practices for Improved Girl Child Education Questionnaire (MPPIGCEQ)" was employed. 

The questionnaire's face and content validities were evaluated by three experts in Measurement and 
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Evaluation at the University of Port Harcourt. Achieving a reliability index of 0.81, 383 questionnaires 

were administered, with 376 retrieved for analysis. The research questions were addressed through the use 

of mean and standard deviation, while the hypotheses were tested using a z-test at a 0.05 level of 

significance. 

 

RESULTS  
Question 1. What are the causes of patriarchal practice on girl child in public primary schools in Imo 

State? 

Table 1: Mean and Standard Deviation on the Mean of male and female teachers on the causes of 

patriarchal practice on girl child in public primary schools in Imo State.  

Data in Table 1 show that items 1-5 have a mean rating score of 2.66, which is above the criterion mean 

of 2.50. The respondents agree on the causes of patriarchal practice on girl child in public primary schools 

in Imo State. The causes of patriarchal practice on girl child are; lack of policy promoting girl child 

education, rigid cultural attitude toward the girl child, Ethnicity, Gender discrimination, and Poor policy 

implementation. The overall mean score of 2.66 indicates that these are causes of patriarchal practice on 

girl child in public primary schools in Imo State.  

Question 2. What are the effects of patriarchal practices on the education of girl child in public primary 

schools in Imo State? 

Table 2: Mean and Standard Deviation on the Mean of male and female teachers on the effects of 

patriarchal practices on the education of girl child in public primary schools in Imo State. 

S/N                  Items  Male 176 Female 200 Mean set 

 

SD1 
 

SD2 
 

Decision  

6 Does not promote girlchild 

education 2.69 0.77 2.98 0.82 2.83 
 

Agreed 

7 Encouraging gender 

discrimination 
3.01 0.83 2.86 0.62 2.93 

 

Agreed 

8 Promote recognition of the male 

child 
3.45 0.54 2.54 0.68 2.99 

 

Agreed 

9 See training of a girlchild as not 

important to society 
2.66 0.62 2.89 0.78 2.77 

 

Agreed 

10 Discourage the girlchild into 

gaining higher education. 
2.74 0.72 2.60 0.65 2.67 

 

Agreed 

 Aggregate mean and standard 

deviation  2.91 0.69 

 

2.77 0.71 2.84 

 

Agreed 

S/N                  Items  Male 176 Female 200 Mean set 

 

SD1 
 

SD2 
 

Decision  

1 Lack of policy promoting 

girlchild education 2.66 0.71 2.69 0.31 2.67 
 

Agree 

2 Rigid cultural attitude toward the 

girlchild  
2.54 0.43 2.69 0.44 2.61 

 

Agree 

3 Ethnicity     
2.60 0.60 2.58 0.30 2.59 

 

Agree 

4 Gender discrimination  
2.59 0.62 2.89 0.41 2.74 

 

Agree 

5 Poor policy implementation 
2.79 0.43 2.62 0.46 2.70 

 

Agree 

 Aggregate mean and standard 

deviation  2.63 0.49 

 

2.69 0.40 2.66 

 

Agree 
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Table 2 shows that items 6-10 had weighted average mean rating scores of 2.83, 2.93, 2.99, 2.77, and 

2.67, respectively. These mean scores are greater than the criterion mean of 2.50 and therefore reveal that 

the respondents agree that the items are the effects of patriarchal practices on the education of girl child in 

public primary schools in Imo State. In summary, with an aggregate mean of 2.84, which is above the 

criterion mean of 2.50, male and female teachers agree on the effects of patriarchal practices on the 

education of girl child in public primary schools in Imo State.  

Question 3. What are ways of managing patriarchal practices on girl child in public primary schools in 

Imo State? 

Table 3:  Mean and Standard Deviation on the Mean of male and female teachers on the ways of 

managing patriarchal practices on girl child in public primary schools in Imo State. 

S/N                  Items  Male 176 Female 200 Mean set 

 

SD1 
 

SD2 
 

Decision  

11 Providing the empowerment programme  
2.61 0.77 2.50 0.59 2.55 

 

Agree 

12 Provide equal education opportunities 
2.89 0.13 2.64 0.61 2.76 

 

Agree 

13 Having policies that promote girl-child 

education 
2.61 0.34 2.58 0.47 2.59 

 

Agree 

14 Removal of gender discrimination 
3.03 0.23 2.83 0.51 2.93 

 

Agree 

15 Ensuring that society is enlightened on 

the benefit of educating the girl child 
2.66 0.43 2.70 0.52 2.68 

 

Agree 

 Aggregate mean and standard deviation  2.71 0.44 2.66 0.58 2.67 Agree 

The data in Table 3 indicates that the w ways of managing patriarchal practices on girl child in public 

primary schools in Imo State are based on the provision of empowerment programmes, providing equal 

education opportunities, having policies that promote girl-child education, removal of gender 

discrimination, and ensuring that the society is enlightened on the benefit of educating the girl child. 

These factors, which are above the criterion mean of 2.50, are deemed essential for ensuring the 

managing education of the girl child. The overall aggregate mean score of 2.67 indicates that these are the 

ways of managing patriarchal practices on girl child in public primary schools in Imo State.  

Hypothesis One: There is no significant difference between the mean ratings of male and female 

respondents on the causes of patriarchal practice on girl child in public primary schools in Imo State. 

Table 4: Z-test analysis of the difference between the Mean Ratings of male and female respondents on 

the causes of patriarchal practice on girl child in public primary schools in Imo State. 

Variable N Mean SD Df z-cal. Z-crit. Level of 

Significance 

Decision 

Male  176 2.69 1.01  

374 

 

2.65 

 

1.96 

 

0.05 

 

Significant 

(Reject) 

Female  200 2.53 1.03      

In the provided data from Table 4, the calculated z-value was found to be 2.65, while the critical z-value 

was 1.96. Since the calculated z-value of 2.65 exceeded the critical z-value of 1.96, the null hypothesis 

was rejected. This indicates a significant difference between the mean ratings of male and female 

respondents on the causes of patriarchal practice on girl child in public primary schools in Imo State. 

Hypothesis Two: There is no significant difference between the mean ratings of male and female 

respondents on the effects of patriarchal practices on the education of girl child in public primary schools 

in Imo State. 
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Table 5: Z-test analysis of the difference between the Mean Ratings of male and female respondents on 

the effects of patriarchal practices on the education of girl child in public primary schools in Imo State. 

Variable N Mean SD Df z-cal. Z-crit. Level of 

Significance 

Decision 

Male 176 2.96 1.06  

374 

 

3.41 

 

1.96 

 

0.05 

 

Significant 

(Reject) 

Female 200 2.63 1.10      

In Table 5, it is observed that the calculated z-value of 3.41 exceeds the critical z-value of 1.96. 

Consequently, the null hypothesis is rejected, indicating a significant difference in mean ratings between 

male and female respondents on the effects of patriarchal practices on the education of girl child in public 

primary schools in Imo State. 

Hypothesis three: There is no significant difference between the mean ratings of male and female 

respondents on the ways of managing patriarchal practices on girl child in public primary schools in Imo 

State. 

Table 6: Z-test analysis of the difference between the Mean Ratings of Male and Female Respondents on 

the ways of managing patriarchal practices on girl child in public primary schools in Imo State 

Variable N Mean SD Df z-cal. Z-crit. Level of 

Significance 

Decision 

Male 176 2.96 1.06  

374 

 

2.49 

 

1.96 

 

0.05 

 

Significant 

(Reject) 

Female 200 2.63 1.10      

In Table 6, it is observed that the calculated z-value of 2.49 exceeds the critical z-value of 1.96. 

Consequently, the null hypothesis is rejected, indicating a significant difference in mean ratings between 

male and female respondents on the ways of managing patriarchal practices on girl child in public 

primary schools in Imo State. 

 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

Tables 1 and 4 show that items 1-5 had weighed an average mean rating score of 2.83, 2.93, 2.99, 2.77, 

and 2.67, respectively. These mean scores are greater than the criterion mean of 2.50 and therefore reveal 

that the respondents agree that the items are the causes of patriarchal practice on girl child in public 

primary schools in Imo State. In summary, with an aggregate mean of 2.84, which is above the criterion 

mean of 2.50, male and female teachers agree on the causes of patriarchal practice on girl child in public 

primary schools in Imo State. There is a significant difference between the mean ratings of male and 

female respondents on the causes of patriarchal practice on girl child in public primary schools in Imo 

State. This finding agrees with that of Olomojobi (2012), whose Perceptions of gender are deeply rooted 

in cultural determinism and strict religious beliefs that are based on gender stereotypes. It is useful to note 

that gender discrimination leaves half the populace without fundamental human rights thus delimiting half 

of the populace's contribution to economic and social development. It is argued that a strong index of 

gender discrimination in Nigeria is the strong root of custom. Custom has been in the sphere of influence 

of men. It is perceived that men are the custodians of a people’s tradition. This is seen from the fact that 

the status and control over customs are held by traditional rulers and religious leaders. 

Tables 2 and 5 show that items 25-32 have a mean rating score of 2.66, which is above the criterion mean 

of 2.50. The respondents agree on the effects of patriarchal practices on the education of girl child in 

public primary schools in Imo State. The effects of patriarchal practices on the education of girl child 

include lack of policy promoting girl child education, rigid cultural attitude toward the girl child, 

Ethnicity, Gender discrimination, and Poor policy implementation. The overall mean score of 2.66 

indicates that these are the effects of patriarchal practices on the education of girl child in public primary 

schools in Imo State.  There is a significant difference in mean ratings between male and female 
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respondents on the effects of patriarchal practices on the education of girl child in public primary schools 

in Imo State. The finding is in agreement with Oyekanmi (2011), who stated that power and resources 

within the society are distributed in such a manner that men maintain power and control of resources 

while the women are powerless and dependent on the men as stipulated by their culture. 

The data in Tables 3 and 6 indicate that the ways of managing patriarchal practices on girl child in public 

primary schools in Imo State are based on the provision of empowerment programme, providing equal 

education opportunities, having policies that promote girl-child education, removal of gender 

discrimination, and ensuring that the society is enlightened on the benefit of educating the girl child. 

These factors, which are above the criterion mean of 2.50, are deemed essential for ensuring the 

managing education of the girl child. The overall aggregate mean score of 2.67 indicates that these are the 

ways of managing patriarchal practices on girl child in public primary schools in Imo State. There is a 

significant difference in mean ratings between male and female respondents on the ways of managing 

patriarchal practices on girl child in public primary schools in Imo State. This finding is in agreement 

with Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights gives everyone the right to free education 

in the elementary stage. The girl-child becomes an asset to the community and nation by accessing 

education. Also, Ugwu (2001) views a woman's education as a means to explore her environment and 

acquire competent skills that will enable her to become functional. Acquiring those skills equips women 

to form a part of the society they belong. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Base the findings of the study, it is concluded that, girl child education cab be improved in imo state if 

gender discrimination and rigid cultural attitude towards girl child is totally eradicated and policies that 

promote girl child education are well established and implemented.. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. Rigid cultural attitude towards girl child and gender discrimination should be totally eradicated.  

2. Girl child education should be seen as important as male child education. 

3. Policies that promote girl child education should be established and well implemented. 
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