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ABSTRACT 

This paper examines the enduring impact of colonial structures on the development trajectories of Third 

World countries and how these legacies have facilitated the strong influence of globalization in the 

postcolonial era. Drawing on historical and analytical perspectives, the study traces the evolution of 

European colonialism from the sixteenth century to its transformation into modern globalization. It 

demonstrates how colonial systems disrupted indigenous economies, disarticulated local production 

networks, and institutionalized economic dependence that continues to shape contemporary development 

outcomes. The study finds that globalization functions as a continuation of colonial dominance through 

economic, political, and cultural mechanisms that perpetuate inequality and dependency between 

developed and developing nations. Institutions such as the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF), and the World Trade Organization (WTO) are shown to reinforce neo-colonial control by 

imposing global economic models that undermine the sovereignty of Third World states. Using secondary 

data and historical analysis, the paper highlights how former colonial powers sustain influence through 

trade imbalances, foreign debt, and control of global information systems. It concludes that the persistent 

underdevelopment of many Third World countries is not merely a failure of governance or policy but a 

structural outcome of colonialism rebranded through globalization. The study recommends decolonized 

development models that strengthen internal economic systems, promote self-reliance, and reassert 

political and cultural autonomy within global interactions. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The word 'colonialism' has its etymological roots in the Latin colonia, which means a farm or settlement 

and is specifically associated with Roman citizens who established themselves in conquered territories. 

Loomba (2015:20) defines colonialism as "the conquest and control of other people's land and goods." 

Prior to the onset of modern European colonization in the 16th century, colonialism was a common and 

recurring aspect of world history, including the Roman, Mongol, Aztec, Inca, Ottoman, and Chinese 

empires. More than 84 percent of the earth's land area had been colonized by the 1930s (Loomba, 2015). 

Indigenous populations are unavoidably impacted by the establishment of colonial settlements, which 

alter local societies through a wide range of behaviors. Military conquest, mass brutality, genocide, trade, 

expropriation and robbery, slavery, racism, patriarchy, dehumanization and marginalization, and, last but 

not least, cultural and educational practices are examples of the latter (Ashcroft et al., 2013). Among 

other things, the widespread use of native populations and resources as labor and the use of colonies as 

captive marketplaces for products and services were hallmarks of European imperialist colonialism. 
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While neo-colonization is the indirect domination of rich and powerful first and second world countries 

over developing third world countries, colonialism was the outright rule of less developed nations by 

powerful industrialized and developed nations. European dominance in history began in the late 

fourteenth century and lasted until the 1930s. The biggest competitors for the looting of natural and 

human riches were European nations like Spain, France, England, Portugal, and Belgium. Over the 

course of the following several centuries, European empires expanded all over the world. Britain 

emerged as the most powerful nation in the nineteenth century, and by the turn of the twentieth century, 

the British Empire had colonized a fourth of the world. During the colonial era, Europeans founded 

colonies in Africa, the West Indies, Canada, Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, and India. They ruled over 

native populations in accordance with their own interests. In this perspective, colonialism is understood 

as the direct dominance and exploitation of rich countries over developing countries; at that time, they 

plucked as much of the natural and human resources as they could (Lane, 2013). 

Colonized nations rebel against their colonizers in an attempt to achieve independence following World 

War II. Tyson (2008) discusses British colonial dominance in this context, which lasted until 1947, when 

India gained independence from the British Empire. Other colonies progressively followed suit, and by 

the 1980s, Britain had lost all but a few of its colonial holdings. Following World War II, they lost their 

direct colonial power and instead concentrated on introducing the idea of globalization, which allows 

them to politically colonize other nations (Tyson, 2008). Most of the former colonial states are still 

classified as third world nations in the current international system order. This is primarily due to their 

GDP size and degree of economic growth (Rodney, 1978 quoted in Acemoglu et al., 2015). This paper 

therefore examined the development challenges in the third world through a historical assessment of 

structures of colonialism and the threat of globalization. 

 

The Colonial Third World Countries                                                                                    

On a map, neither the "third world" or "developing nations" nor their equivalents, the "first world" or 

"developed nations," are depicted. Third World countries can be found in Africa, Asia, and Latin America; 

the main differences between the North and South are not geographical but rather political and economic 

(Austin & Chibuike, 2017). The main characteristics of developed countries include industrialization, 

freedom of expression and association, democratically elected governments, human rights protection, and 

slow population growth. On the other hand, military coups or dictatorships frequently overthrew the 

administrations of the newly formed colonial states (emerging nations). The main causes are ethnic 

tensions and extremism. The incidence of major health issues like AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis is 

greatly increased by malnutrition, unemployment, high fertility and mortality rates, a lack of educational 

resources, a rapid population growth rate, unpurified water, unsafe sexual practices, and inadequate health 

facilities (Austin & Chibuike, 2017).  

The traits of third-world nations  

1. The lack of resources in third-world countries prevents them from developing in many areas, 

which leads to a significant rise in diseases. Therefore, in a sense, developed western nations have 

the ability to and do exert enormous political, social, and economic pressure on third world 

nations.  

2. The issue of population expansion. The Third World has a sizable population and limited food 

supplies. The population is causing a lot of issues for emerging nations, like pollution and the 

state of the environment. There is a food scarcity as a result of the limited food supplies not being 

able to satisfy the demands of the enormous population. The poorer half of the world will house 

the additional 2 billion people that are predicted to inhabit this planet during the next 40 years 

(Tilly, 2015).  

3. According to the United Nations agency Habitat, over 1 billion people live in rural areas and at 

least 600 million people live in cities across Africa, Asia, and Latin America. They "live in 
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housing so overcrowded and of such poor quality." The primary issue facing modern human 

society is consumption, not population.  

4. Two fundamental issues that these nations face are inadequate infrastructure and a dearth of 

essential facilities. Their issues are made worse by inadequate sanitation and a lack of basic 

utilities. Furthermore, the infrastructural network that supports the necessities of life is vital to a 

nation's population's health. In poor nations, the issue is especially acute (Tilly, 2015).  

5. Even the most basic essentials are lacking in many developing nations worldwide. In addition to 

being necessary for the economy and the provision of basic necessities, infrastructure also enables 

the world's poorest people to access a wide range of social services, healthcare, and increased 

employment opportunities. Over 1 billion people worldwide lack access to roads, 1.2 billion lack 

access to clean drinking water, roughly 2.3 billion lack energy, 2.4 billion lack sanitary facilities, 

and 4 billion lack contemporary communication services. It is estimated that the government of 

India spends $15 billion to $20 billion treating waterborne illnesses brought on by inadequate 

access to water infrastructure (Gill, 2009).  

6. Public health might also suffer greatly from inadequate access to energy. HIV/AIDS medications 

must be kept refrigerated, however providing basic healthcare services to the impoverished is 

made more difficult in rural regions by a lack of electricity (Gill, 2009).  

7. In the impoverished countries, access to medical care and medications is further hampered by 

poorly maintained or nonexistent roads. The transportation and infrastructure systems in South 

Asia are inadequate. Another significant contributing factor to traffic fatalities is inadequate 

transportation infrastructure. 

 

Impact of Colonialism on Development of Africa 

The primary effect of colonialism in Africa was the underdevelopment of African lands in a variety of 

ways (Bayart, 2019). The common defense of colonialism is that it contributed positively to African 

development by introducing western education and, thus, western civilization to the continent. On the 

surface, or superficially, this argument will seem to be correct, but if it is critically examined, it will show 

how colonial education was empty and emptied out, which is part of the reason why Africa is currently 

underdeveloped. Because colonial education lacked an organic connection to African culture, it was 

unable to promote any significant development in the African context (Bayart, 2019).  

Moreover, colonial education was fundamentally literary and opposed to actual or industrial progress 

because it lacked a technological foundation. The majority of modern African republics have a weak 

technological foundation, which has contributed to their underdevelopment. This is a result of the 

colonialists' inadequate educational system. In order to aid in the exploitation of Africa's abundant 

resources, colonial education primarily sought to teach clerks, interpreters, produce inspectors, 

craftspeople, etc. (Bayart, 2019).  

The goal of colonial education was neither to promote scientific advancement in the African environment 

nor to industrialize African colonies. African indigenous educational patterns, which had their roots in 

African technology, were distorted and disarticulated by colonial education. Africans were skilled 

technologists who developed at their own pace using the resources in their surroundings prior to 

completely adopting colonial education. Africans, for instance, were skilled miners, blacksmiths, 

sculptors, carvers, and fabric weavers. They were able to meet the many African societies' technical 

needs. Africans gave up their native technological skills and education when colonial education was 

introduced, preferring one that focused mostly on reading and writing. This served as the precursor or 

basis for the current low level of technology in African nations, which has prolonged their 

underdevelopment. As is well known, no significant technological improvement can be brought about by 

education that is not firmly anchored in a people's culture and surroundings. The failed attempt at the so-

called technical transfer, which is more of a myth than a reality, has adequately demonstrated this (Bayart, 

2019).  
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The disarticulation of Africa's economy is another significant effect of colonialism (Austin, 2019). 

African economic progress was skewed by colonialism in a variety of ways. Markets, traders, 

transportation, the supply of social amenities, the pattern of urbanization, and the production of products 

were all disarticulated. Africans suffered as a result of the worldwide division of labor that the colonialists 

imposed. They gave Africa the responsibility of producing fundamental goods and raw materials for their 

domestic businesses. Africans were discouraged from entering the manufacturing sector. Africans were 

only urged to establish industries that would make it easier to process raw commodities for export. While 

produced goods from overseas were sold at high prices, African raw materials were purchased at 

extremely low prices. The majority of Africans were impoverished as a result of this circumstance 

(Austin, 2019).  

Additionally, there was a lack of clarity around the kinds of products that Africans created. Africans were 

forced to focus on producing things for export by the colonialists (Austin, 2019). Africans were not urged 

to manufacture the items that the local populace needed. As a result, many Africans stopped producing 

the food needed to support the swarming and expanding population (Austin, 2016a). Food shortages and 

price increases were the results of this. The fact that Africans currently import their food is a legacy of 

colonialism. Here, the emphasis is on how colonialism skewed local demands, such as the production of 

food and other necessities, in favor of producing and meeting the needs of foreigners, particularly in the 

industrial sector (Austin, 2016a).  

Additionally, African markets and trades were disarticulated by colonialism. Colonialism distorted the 

indigenous or traditional African marketing centers. The majority of traditional African marketing routes 

or centers were established in response to local demands. The original or traditional marketing centers 

were rendered obsolete when colonization arrived and brought forth a new necessity, which led to the 

creation of new marketing centers. In order to facilitate the easy acquisition and evacuation of their 

necessary raw materials back home, colonists established new commercial hubs and routes. This caused 

the majority of the original or traditional marketing centers to gradually deteriorate or die, which distorted 

the African pattern of urbanization and growth. According to Jerven (2018), the majority of these 

traditional African market places were part of the original or traditional African centers.  

Additionally, colonialism rendered African trade primarily focused on imports and exports. It brought the 

African economy and trade into the global marketplace and international trade too soon (Jerven, 2018). It 

is well recognized that a local economy must have sufficiently developed its own dynamics and forces of 

production before it can completely integrate into the global economy or trade (Moradi, 2018). Early 

integration has the drawbacks of allowing the more developed economies to take control of the economy 

and leaving the country in question permanently indebted due to fluctuations in global commerce 

(Moradi, 2018). Additionally, early integration will never benefit from a trade balance or comparative 

advantage and is unable to withstand shocks from the global market. The colonial export-import 

orientation pattern of the African economy precludes the multiplier and accelerator effects required for 

economic growth and development. Industries outside of Africa used the raw resources that Africans 

produced (Austin, 2016a). Consequently, there was no natural connection between Africa's industrial and 

agricultural sectors. Because the colonialists did not reinvest or spend the excess profits they had taken 

from the African economy, the continent's economy was unable to grow (Austin, 2016a). This is where 

the multiplier and accelerator effects that are essential for economic growth and development enter the 

picture. As is well known, the purpose of selling goods and services is to generate revenue and profit. For 

instance, if Japan, an industrialized country, sells Sanyo television to a state in Africa, such as Nigeria, the 

money paid for the product is profit and revenue for the Japanese television firm. The Japanese economy 

will grow more quickly if the business purchases goods in Japan with the money that was paid to it. 

During the colonial era, this accelerator effect was completely nonexistent in African colonies. Due to the 

lack of the accelerator element or effect, Africans are more likely to continue buying items from outside 

sources without relying on their own production (Jerven, 2018).  
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The reinvestment of profits taken from an economy is another aspect of the multiplier effect. For instance, 

in a typical economy and set of circumstances, a profit is reinvested to stimulate and create new profit. 

Reinvesting the profit into new businesses inside the economy is an option. Reinvesting accumulated 

earnings into an economy facilitates rapid economic growth and the creation of fresh profits. The 

multiplier effect is the capacity of reinvested profit to generate additional profit. During colonialism, the 

African economy lacked this. This is due to the colonialists' decision to move revenues elsewhere for the 

advancement of their own economy rather of reinvesting the money they had taken from the African 

economy. The colonialists misrepresented and disarticulated the creation of an all-encompassing transport 

system in Africa, which significantly contributed to the current underdevelopment of the majority of 

African economies (Jerven, 2018). In order to facilitate efficient communication and development, the 

transportation network was not designed to connect various towns and rural areas. The colonialists 

constructed transportation lines to facilitate the easy evacuation of raw resources from their bases or 

sources to the point of destination where they could be efficiently transported overseas. Rails and seaports 

made up the majority of the transportation network that was established. An organized road network that 

would have improved the lives of Africans and their interactions with their relatives in the various regions 

of the continent was not well-developed. Effective agricultural and economic integration across the 

various regions of the African enclaves and territories was not possible due to the colonialists' distorted, 

fragmented, and disarticulated transportation infrastructure. As a result, during the colonial era, there was 

no economic integration or collaboration among the African territories (Bayart, 2019).  

Colonialism also caused Africa's urbanization pattern and social amenities to become disarticulated. 

During the colonial era, the majority of the few social amenities were centralized in one location. Due to 

this, the majority of people moved from rural areas, where these facilities were almost nonexistent, to 

colonial metropolitan centers, where they were available. As a result, these facilities were overused and 

struggled to provide, which led to urbanization issues and the resulting overcrowding of the cities (Bayart, 

2019). Urbanization and the disarticulation of utilities lead to a number of problems, such as 

overpopulation, a dirty and stagnant environment, inadequate hygiene, the development of epidemic 

diseases, social vices, tribal and ethnic issues, and rural-urban migration. One of the most significant 

issues facing African governments today is the management of the aforementioned issues brought about 

by colonial distortion, disarticulation of facilities, and urbanization across the continent (Iliffe, 2013).  

The establishment and institutionalization of classes and class conflict in the socioeconomic and political 

lives of the populace was another significant effect of colonialism in Africa (Iliffe, 2013). In Africa, 

colonialism contributed to the distinct emergence and evolution of classes. These classes consist of the 

peasantry, proletariat, minor bourgeoisie, and comprador bourgeoisie. The colonialists used the African 

small bourgeoisie as a means of syphoning off and exploiting the continent's economies (Iliffe, 2013). 

The interests of the European comprador bourgeois and the African petty bourgeoisie are very similar. 

For this reason, the African petty bourgeois was given the mantle of leadership throughout the time of 

political independence. Because the African petty bourgeoisie retained the same relationship with their 

former colonial masters, they managed their governments' political and economic systems similarly to 

how the colonialists did (Iliffe, 2013).  

The majority of small bourgeois or African politicians have close ties to their former colonial overlords 

(Bossuroy & Denis, 2009). The proletariat and peasant classes were long exploited by the African tiny 

bourgeoisie. The type and characteristics of the classes that colonialism brought to Africa are to blame for 

the widespread and complicated political instability and socioeconomic ills that currently plague the 

majority of African states. Even in the modern day, the tiny bourgeoisie and its European/colonial 

counterparts share Africa's economic and other resources (Bossuroy & Denis, 2009). The African petty 

bourgeoisie's knowledge and harmony of interest with their colonial partners/friends is reflected in the 

nature of the political power struggle and the distribution of wealth and economic resources in the modern 

African state. As a result of colonialism or the colonial hangover among African governments, the 
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majority of Africans are severely impoverished by their petty bourgeois leaders, and the masses are 

marginalized and oppressed by those with access to state authority (Bossuroy & Denis, 2009).  

One of the more infamous effects of colonialism is the imposition of borders that separate people with 

similar cultures, the creation of some states that are so big that they may not be able to be governed, and 

the delineation of some states that are so small that their economic viability is in doubt. Despite the fact 

that these objections are somewhat extensive, recent studies have demonstrated that the borders were not 

always so arbitrary when they were first established, and that at least some of them have now gained 

social reality and even public legitimacy (Nugent 2012). Once more, even though the colonial heritage 

contains a number of extremely tiny states, the majority of colonies; even the little ones were bigger than 

the pre-colonial polities they were imposed upon or in place of, and some of them were a part of larger 

regional entities, most notably French West Africa. Colonial attempts to impose Weberian bureaucracy 

have proven far less resilient than colonial borders, which have remained mostly intact (Bayart, 2019). 

The importance of ethnicity in most African nations for political conflict over resources is one factor 

contributing to or illustrating this. 

 

Colonial Legacies and the Globalization Success in Third World Countries 

The effects of colonialism had a significant influence on African colonies, reshaping their political and 

economic systems to suit the objectives of their colonial overlords (Ocheni & Nwankwo, 2012). 

According to Acemoglu et al. (2002), one of the most important effects of European colonialism is the 

notable economic disparity that permeates the modern globe. According to some academics, globalization 

is still a legacy of colonialism. Schneider is one of such academics (2003). He asserts that it is critical to 

recognize that globalization in Africa has historical origins that extend back to the sixteenth century. 

Unbalanced relationships and strained contacts between various sections of Africa resulted from the slave 

trade's establishment of links between European empires and some vulnerable African regions.  

Furthermore, Africa saw a unique kind of globalization throughout the colonial era. Limited production 

and exportation of African goods resulted from colonial administrations' intentional discouragement of 

African industry and entrepreneurship during this time. Globalization affected some areas, but it also 

caused economic dislocation and isolation in others (Schneider, 2003).  

The idea that globalization is a transformative force that fosters collaboration and interdependence, 

according to critics, obscures underlying power dynamics. Even after official colonialism ended, outside 

influences continue to shape African political and economic structures, widening the gap between 

developed and developing nations (Banerjee & Linstead, 2001). Even while Africa has benefited from 

globalization in certain ways, such as increased trade and connectivity, colonialism and imperialism's 

exploitative paradigms still exist. The World Bank, IMF, and WTO are examples of international 

economic organizations controlled by developed capitalist governments that impose models, methods, 

and policies that undermine African countries' economic sovereignty (Kassie & Jorgie, 2020). 

Furthermore, some academics view globalization as an extension of dominance and imperialism. In order 

to maintain unequal power relations and restrict the sovereignty of African nations, former colonizing 

powers continue to exercise control and authority over their former colonies. According to Babatola 

(2014) and Sadegh (2021), this is consistent with the idea of neo-colonialism, which emphasizes that 

strong external players enforce economic policies that largely benefit them while harming poorer nations. 

Furthermore, Hancock (2011) claims that colonial legacies still have an impact on trade and currency 

arrangements in Africa, which further reinforces disparities and inequality. This is consistent with the 

dependency theory's premise that neo-colonialism's effect prevents developing countries from creating 

robust internal markets and autonomous economic classes (Romaniuk, 2016). 

 

CONCLUSION  

Critics have persisted in using the Asian Tigers' economic expansion and prosperity as prime examples of 

irrational claims that colonialism hindered progress. Of the former colonies, the Asian tigers are the most 
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advanced. They have few natural resources and are modest in size. Their development takes 20–30 years 

(Garran, 2018). Their development process blended authoritarian, cultural, and even socialist policies 

with western capitalist and free enterprise strategies (Huff, 2017). Most of the time, they began as 

government-led, public-sector projects that progressively and methodically gave way to private sector 

dominance (Kim, 2015). For instance, China, Russia, and Japan are the three main industrial and military 

superpowers that encircle South Korea, which is located in the Far East. There are over 50 million people 

living in this nation, which has a large number of abandoned farmlands. South Korea had extreme 

economic deprivation, suffering, devastation, a lack of infrastructure, and despair until the late 1960s 

(Kim, 2015). However, South Korea's industrialization led to the development of heavy industries, which 

by 1980 provided the country's primary source of economic stability due to the enormous production and 

exportation of goods (Kim, 2015).  

Even though some Asian Tigers have developed, third-world development experts have said that the 

growth of these former colonies, like South Korea, was a result of geography because of their unique 

location near China and Japan, which allowed them to perfect and spread technological knowledge from 

their enables. Furthermore, these nations' development was aided by strong patriotic and imaginative 

leadership, which is a crucial component of other third-world nations' development (Huff, 2017).  
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