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ABSTRACT

Hate speech does not have a universally agreed definition under international law. Rather, hate speech is
an umbrella term that covers a wide range of speech and can as such not be considered a clear category of
speech. Government are required to prohibit most severe forms of hate speech that constitute incitement
to violence, hostility or discrimination, incitement to genocide or other violations of law of the society. in
2021, the UN General Assembly highlighted global concerns over spread of hate speech around the world
and adopted a resolution on ‘“’promoting inter-religious and intercultural dialogue and tolerance in
countering hate speech’’ education is a powerful tool to combat disinformation, misinformation and hate
speech. Develop judicial operators, policy and legislation that promote, protect and uphold international
human rights. The paper recommends that Religious and political leaders should be careful with their
used of words and languages to avoid hate speech that may be injurious to peace and stability.
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INTRODUCTION

The UN considers hate speech as any kind of communication, verbal, written or behavioural, that is
hostile or uses derogatory or discriminatory language against any person or group of people on the basis
of who they are, or, in other words, on the basis of their religion, ethnic origin, nationality, race, skin
colour, social origin, gender and other identity factors (UNDP 2021). In another definition, the United
Nations Strategy and Plan of Action, defines ‘’Hate Speech as any kind of communication in speech,
writing or behaviour, that attacks or uses pejorative or discriminatory language with reference to a person
or a group on the basis of who they are, in other words, based on their religion, ethnicity, nationality, race,
colour, gender or other identity factor’” According to the United Nations Strategy on Hate Speech three
components must be present for speech to be defined as ‘’hate speech ‘’; any kind of communication
whether in the form of speech, writing or behaviour. This can include images, cartoons, names, gestures
and symbols. It can be disseminated online or offline. It necessarily involves expression; attacks or uses
discriminatory language. Hate speech is communication that is biased, bigoted, intolerant or
contemptuous or demeaning of an individual or group based on their identity (UNESCO 2023).

Nigeria’s Minister of Aviation, Festus Keyamo warned that reckless statement and online attacks in
Nigeria’s political space could trigger violence. His caution came on the heels of the murder of American
conservative commentator, Charlie Kirk, who was shot dead in Arizona on Thursday outside a public
event. Keyamo said the killing should serve as a sober lesson as it underscored the dangers of toxic
political exchanges (Punch 2025). “’The things we say and post in our intellectual contestations over
political issues in our country can unwittingly rile others up to take extreme actions’” “’Let us therefore
eschew threats of violence, bigotry and hate speeches in these exchanges because anyone can end up as
the victim’’, he said. Keyamo further stressed that resorting to insults, threats or intimidation in political
debates was not a sign of strength but of weakness. *’ its extreme cowardice to threaten, abuse or
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humiliate others who do not worship your political demi Gods. And resort to abuse or threats or even
personal attacks are a sign that you have lost the intellectual contestation. ¢’ you cannot force others in a
free democracy to accept your point of view through threats of violence or intimidation. Nigeria must
learn to avoid creating an atmosphere where heated rhetoric could lead to tragedy (The Punch 2025). Hate
speech is not a western dominated discourse. In Asia, countries like Indonesia, Myammar, India, are all
accused of propagating hate speech. In India, Prime Minster Narendra Modi applied hate speech in his
campaign with the support of social media, the same as Donald Trump, to target minorities and spread
hate. Hate speech presents a major challenge to today’s journalism. (George 2017). Of course, journalists
have been rightly alarmed at how rapidly hate-filled messages seep into, and often overwhelm, comment
on the media. While journalists may agree in principle to avoid hate speech dissemination, however, there
would still be disagreements over implementation (George 2017).hate speech is not merely offensive
language. It is often the precursor to hate crimes, societal division, and even mass atrocities. In today’s
digital era, inflammatory rhetoric can be disseminated globally in seconds, amplifying its reach and
consequences. As history and contemporary cases show, language has been a powerful instrument to
incite violence, mobilize extremism, and strip groups of their dignity and rights. In the context of Russia’s
war against Ukraine, dehumanizing language has been systematically used to label Ukrainians as
““NAZIS”’ a rhetorical strategy that seeks to justify aggression and distort reality. Such narratives are not
just propaganda; they are vehicle for incitements, manipulation, and erosion of democratic norms.

In 2016, the EU launched a code of conduct on countering illegal hate speech online in partnership with
tech companies such as Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube. The initiative has since expanded to include
TikTok, Linkedin, and others, establishing a multi-stakeholder taskforce to address online disinformation
and hate speech. The EU also supports broader strategies including the EU vs Disinfo project, aimed at
exposing and combating disinformation in the society (Nicolette 2025). In 2021, the European
Commission adopted a communication proposing to add hate speech and hate crimes to the list of EU
crimes, further emphasizing the urgency and gravity of the threat. Hate speech undermines the
foundations of democracy. It erodes pluralism, suppresses participation, and drives wedges between
communities. When left unchecked, it can incite violence, legitimize authoritarianism, and dismantle the
norms that sustain democratic life (Nicolette 2025). How effectively can hate speech be countered, while
protecting the rights to freedom of expression and equality? It addresses three key questions: How do we
identify ‘hate speech’ that can be restricted, and distinguish it from protected speech? What positive
measures can States and other take to counter ‘hate speech’ which types of ‘hate speech’ should be
prohibited by States, and under which circumstances?

Classification of Hate Speech

According to (UNDP 2021) In the first group “hate speech that should be banned”, this includes direct
and public incitement to commit genocide; propaganda of discriminatory hatred that incites
discrimination, hostility or violence; propaganda of the superiority of one race or groups of persons of a
certain colour or ethnic origin or justification, encouragement of racial hatred and discrimination in any
form.

The second group includes “hate speech that may be banned”. This can be restrictions imposed by state
authorities in case of compliance. They must have a clear legitimate aim as respect for the rights of others
and are necessary in a democratic society.

In the third group is “legal” hate speech “statements that may be provocative and offensive, but do not
meet any of the above criteria, they are characterized by prejudice and cannot serve as a basis for limiting
expression.” (UNDP 2021).

Forms of Hate Speech

+»+ Scapegoating

«» Stereotyping

% Stigmatization

*,
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++ Use of derogatory language
Some other forms of hate speech, such as individual threats, may be restricted too, but international law
protects forms of speech that may be offensive and raise concerns over prejudice and intolerance, which
can be the object of other measures to prevent them (Chhabra and Vishwakama 2023).

What Are the Major Effects of Hate Speech?

Hate speech has led to the death of innocent citizens and destruction of properties; it has so many
consequences, which maybe political, social, and economical. In Nigeria hate speech is causing tensions
along religious, ethnic and socio-cultural lines. Nigeria is a country made up so many religions, ethnic
groups, tribal groups, political groups and socio-cultural groups. Hate speech not only causes harm at the
personal level and can incite violence; it is an attack on human right.

It undermines social cohesion and erodes shared values, setting back peace, stability, sustainable
development and fulfilment of human rights for all.

How to Control Hate Speech
Hate speech is not acceptable. It’s massively damaging to both individuals and communities. It is also
illegal. As such, people should learn how to respect everyone around them, especially those who are
already disempowered and excluded by the society. To combat hate speech and its negative
consequences, it is necessary to identify and monitor early signs of its development before more extreme
forms of manifest. Hate speech does not operate in a vacuum and its increase reflects a changing
underlying political context that allows it to grow. This can involve growing disunity and polarization that
seeks to consolidate power domestically. Understanding the dynamics of hate speech and its
intensification and escalation, therefore, can serve as a signal for the political changes that drive it. The
following are ways to combat hate speech in the society;
» By equipping the people with digital citizenship skills, so people of all ages learn to navigate the
internet safely and responsibly.
» Media and information literacy can strengthen the resilience of learners to hate speech and build
their capacity to recognize and counter dis information.
> Increased transparency and accountability for digital platforms to counter online disinformation
and speech that incite hatred and discrimination. This includes calling on social media companies
to report and block hate speech.
» Giving supports to a free, diverse, media sector, including professional media self-regulation, as
well as disseminating good practices against hate speech.

CONCLUSION

Hate speech can happen anywhere, on the street, in school, at work, at home or in any public place.
Increasingly, hate speech is something that happens online and on social media. Online hate speech is
now a serious problem that is quickly worsening in our society. This paper provided framework for
combating hate speech and offers practical pathways to address the issue effectively. Overall, this paper
underscores the need for comprehensive measures to counter hate speech and its potential impact on the
society. UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres emphasizes that “combating hate speech does not mean
limiting or prohibiting freedom of speech. It means preventing hate speech from escalating into
something more dangerous, especially incitement to discrimination, hostility and violence, which is
prohibited by international law.” Each of us can become an object of hate speech. Publication on social
media can provoke hatred and even call for murder. As happened with the Ethiopian scientist Abram
Meareg. On November 3, 2021, Meareg was returning home from the university when unknown persons
shot him at close range. Witnesses to the murder, fearing for their lives, did not dare to help him. The
scientist’s children claim that prior to the attack, slanderous posts appeared on Facebook that revealed
their father’s personal information. Hate speech can lead to killings and destruction of properties in the
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society. Hate speech is spreading faster and further than ever before as a result of social media user
growth. Both online and offline hate speech targets people and groups based on who they are. It has the
potential to ignite violent behaviours. It infringes and discriminates on individual human rights and
undermines social unity.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Religious and political leaders should be careful with their used of words and languages to avoid hate
speech that may be injurious to peace and stability

In order to promote justice, equity, and fairness, all regions should be given proper representation
economically, politically, and socially.

Political leaders should appoint responsible people in their cabinet because bad advisers bring about bad
governance.

People should refrain from engaging in hate speech, and they should not condone it when they see it.
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