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ABSTRACT 

The study examined availability and utilization of school reading facilities and student academic 

achievement in Rivers State University.  To achieve the purpose of the study, three (3) objectives of 

the study, research questions and hypotheses were developed to guide the study.  The research design 

used for the study is descriptive survey design.  The population of the study consist all the year 2 and 

3 students in the faculty of education, Rivers State University with a total population of 1,840 

students.  The sampling technique used in sample random sampling technique with a sample random 

sampling technique with a sample size of 400 students. The instrument used for its study is structured 

questionnaire.  The data gathered were analysed using mean and standard deviation for the research 

question while the null hypotheses were tested using z-test statistical tool at 0.05 level of significance.  

Based on the analysis, the findings of the study revealed that most of the students do not have school 

reading facilities hence it has negative influence on the students’ academic achievement. Based on the 

findings, the research recommends that: Government through the university management should 

provide more school reading facilities to enhance and encourage the student, University management 

should organize orientation or awareness programme for the students on the benefits of using 

available reading facilities or resources in the school, University (school) management should provide 

lecture free period to encourage the students in using the school reading facility hence uses of school 

reading facility enhance or influence the academic performance or achievement. 

Keywords: availability, utilization, school, reading, facility, students, academic achievement, Rivers 

State University   

   

INTRODUCTION 

Successful education system depends largely on the availability, accessibility and utilization of school 

reading facilities.  In this regard, school reading facilities are providing knowledge and information 

resources for teaching, learning and research.  School reading facility is a professional organized 

collection of graphic and non-graphic materials for exploitation.  It is also seen as books and other 

materials kept and made available for use. Dike (2016) sees school reading facility as a learning 

laboratory per excellence where learners find the world of knowledge, interact directly with resources 

acquire information and develop research skill for lifelong learning.  

The University school reading facility is the heart of academic endeavour, directly as regards its 

research activities and directly as regards its teaching activities.  University school reading facility is a 

school reading facility attached to the university, has a very vital role of play to meet 

multidimensional demands for information and knowledge of students, teachers and research scholars.  

It gives vital support for students, researchers and staff, complementing academic and research 

activities.  University reading facility has been described as the whole stock of books and other 
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resource materials in a school.  It is also a collection of a wide variety of learning and teaching 

materials which are housed in a place and centrally organized by staff and indexed to serve readers.    

Availability of school reading resources in the context of this study means the presence of information 

or reading materials that can be easily obtained or used by the readers. Availability of school reading 

resources according to Aguolu & Aguolu (2002) refers to the physical presence of information 

resources within the school. Such resources according to the author include books, journals, 

dictionaries, encyclopedia, internet facilities, dissertations, audio - visual materials and government 

documents. 

Availability of school reading facilities is ensuring their presence in the Nigerian school for 

immediate use (Abubakar & Terna, 2007). Availability of school reading resources means something 

that can be easily obtained or seen and used. For any school reading facility to flourish in any society, 

the economy must be sufficiently vibrant and the government must commit funds to its development 

(Aguolu & Aguolu, 2002). The author further explained that school reading facility can help in the 

development of the university education system. Since the task of the school reading facility is that of 

collecting, sorting and organizing books and making them available to students, it implies that 

availability of books is clearly central to- information provision in university and it can be used as a 

measure of school performance (Popoola, 2001).  According to Fabayo cited by Ugwuanyi, 2007, 

availability of school reading resources gives university students confidence in carrying out their 

assignments. This means that its adequacy in quantity and quality promotes learning activities. 

School reading facilities or resources are those materials whether printed materials or non-printed 

materials that are found in the school.  The school reading facilities are books, tape, manuscripts, 

newspapers, magazines, journals, government documents, abstracts, indexes, projects, art 

reproductions, films, video recordings, maps, photographs, microfiches, CD-ROMs, computer 

software, online resources such as databases, e-journals, e-books, media and the staff.  The school 

reading facilities if made available enhance the academic performance of students in tertiary 

institutions  

Statement of the Problem 

The school reading facility is an indispensable component of every academic institution, reasons 

being that learning actually takes place there. The availability and utilization of school reading 

facilities among Rivers State students especially Faculty of education students seem to be poor. This 

could be the reason for poor academic performance among the students as verbally complained by 

parents.  However, the academic performance of Faculty of education students ought to be very high 

because they have qualified lecturers and conducive E-learning library and environment but reverse 

seem to be the case.  Taking a close look at Faculty of education students’ results through their portal 

shows their poor academic performance.  It has being also observed that unavailability and utilization 

of relevant materials are some of the challenges facing school.  

Nevertheless, despite the faculty library established by the University the Faculty of Education, the 

students’ use of school reading facility is very poor.  But the complaint is that the state of school 

reading facility where they available, is very deplorable. Based on these problems, this study therefore 

intends to examine the availability and utilization of school reading facilities and student academic 

achievement in Rivers State University.  

Purpose of Study 

The purpose of the study is to examine the availability and utilization of school reading facilities and 

student academic achievement in Rivers State University.   Specifically, the objectives of the study is 

to:  

(1) Find out the extent to which school reading facilities available relates to students academic 

achievement in Rivers State University. 

(2) Find out  the extent to which students utilize the available school reading  relates to student 

academic achievement in Rives State University.  

(3) How utilization of school reading resources relates to academic achievement of students in 

Rivers State University. 

Research Questions 

To accomplish this study the following research questions were addressed in the study: 

(1) To what extent availability of school reading facilities relates to students academic 

achievement in Rivers State University?  
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(2) To what extent do students utilization of available school reading resources relates to students 

academic achievement in Rivers State University? 

(3) How does utilization of school reading resources relates to academic achievement of students 

in Rivers State University? 

Hypotheses 

The researcher formulated the following null-hypotheses that will guide the study. 

Ho1: There is no significant relationship in the mean responses between availability of school 

reading facilities and students’ academic achievement in Rivers State University.  

 

Ho2: There is no significant relationship in the mean responses between students’ utilization of 

available school reading resources and students academic achievement in Rivers State University.  

 

Ho3: There is no significant relationship in the mean responses between influence of Utilization of 

school reading resources and students’ academic achievement in Rivers State University.  

 

Literature Review  

 

Conceptual Framework  

Concept of School Reading Facility 

Egesimba and Ajie (2011) stated that libraries form a vital part of the world’s system of education, 

information storage and retrieval. According to them, school reading facility makes available through 

books, films, recordings and other media, knowledge that has been accumulated through the ages. 

People of all works of life, including students, teachers, business executive, government officials, 

scholars and scientists use school reading resources in their work. Also Omehia (2017) stated that the 

modern school reading facility is a store of knowledge, and information centre, a research centre and 

also a resource centre that complement the school curriculum. 

The school reading facility, according to Egesimba and Ajie (2011), includes all school reading 

facility found in primary and post- primary schools, which is usually a collection of books and other 

resource materials like audio-visual, maps, pictures etc; that will be of use to the pupil and the teacher. 

Today’s concept of school reading facility is much more than reading rooms where only books are 

stored for reading but in addition to volumes of books, school reading materials now include all other 

sources of information which are not in book format known as non-book materials. 

The school reading facility plays a particularly important part when other reading facility are remote 

and homes contain only limited reading materials. It provides access to a variety of reading materials 

which is essential from the very beginning of a pupil’s school life, when he is first learning to read. 

School reading facility lays the foundation of the reading habit and imparts reading skills at the 

formative stage of the pupils’ education. 

The functional school reading facility as mentioned above suggests adequately equipped reading 

resources, that is in facilities and resources and manpower, for the school. Functional school reading 

facility is generally accepted by educationists as a necessary component of the school for effective 

academic work and educational development. In order to provide the needed functional school 

reading facility, the National Policy on Education (2014) further stated that: Government will ensure 

that all schools are properly equipped to promote sound and effective teaching, and in particular that 

suitable textbooks and reading facilities are provided for schools.   To this end, funds are being 

provided for school libraries, textbooks and equipment, arid government is also embarking on a 

scheme for the provision of inexpensive textbooks. From the above, we can see actions proposed by 

government for the provision of adequate school reading facilities and resources. How far these have 

been translated into, reality is what we need to know. 

 

Basic School reading facility Facilities/Resources Available 

According to Obajemu (2012), in his report of the results of an evaluation of the general profile of 

eight (8) school libraries in Oshodi/Isolo Local Government Area of Lagos State, which included 

school reading facility collections, staff, building, space, furniture etc; he revealed that there are 

inadequacies in every area. In similar findings, Ogunsheye (2018), Daniel (2012) and Eligiator 

(2012), stated that school libraries nationwide are in a state of decay, where they exist, they lack 

resources, books, journals, qualified staff etc. 
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Therefore, this section will further review the findings of scholars on the basic facilities/resources 

available in the school libraries under the following headings: 

(a)  Accommodation 

(b)  Book Collection 

(c)  Equipment and Non-book Materials 

(d)  School reading facility Staff and 

(e)  Factors that Affect the Provision of Adequate School reading facility Resources/ Services. 

Accommodation 

The study on school reading facilities must consider location and space in terms of accommodation. A 

room to house the school reading facility that is not used for any other purpose. According to Obi 

(2017) and Edem (2010), the Manual for School Libraries stipulates that it should be large enough 

according to the need of school, and also provide for future expansion. It should accommodate 

existing school reading facility stock and provide shelves for additions. It should seat not less than one 

class at any given time. Such a building should be properly ventilated and lighted by natural light in 

the day time and fluorescent lighting at night to prevent eye strain. And it should be neat. 

In the view of Edem (2010), the school reading facility building should be accessible from all the 

classrooms, free from distraction, and located away from road traffic. The choice of the site should 

permit future expansion. Are there available and adequate accommodations for school libraries? The 

former Deputy Vice-Chancellor of the University of Lagos, Professor M.O.A. Durojaiye (2010) in his 

opening address to the second Annual Conference of the Nigeria School reading facility Association 

held at the Conference centre of University of Lagos in January, made a case for the accommodation 

problems of school library. He observed that school reading facility is not a common feature in many 

of our secondary schools and more unfortunately is the fact that where one exists, it is the first venue 

for a new class in an expanding school with growing demand for more space and more classrooms. 

Book Collection 

School reading facility basically means book or collection of books, every other facility is used to 

support or promote usage of the books. The National Policy on Education (2018) specifically stated 

that: “Government will ensure that all schools are properly equipped to promote sound and effective 

teaching, and in particular, that suitable textbooks.... are provided for school libraries.”  From the 

above, we can understand the importance of availability of suitable books for academic work. 

According to Fayose (2013), books are the most essential component of library’s resources Therefore, 

for a school reading facility to be effective and of maximum use to both staff and students of the 

school, it must contain a well balanced and carefully selected book stock, chosen in relation to the 

academic and recreational needs of the particular school. The Manual for School Libraries stipulates 

book collection of 3,000 titles minimum for school enrollment of 500 - 1000 with book ratio of 5 - 8 

per student. 

Therefore, in planning a school library, according to Edem (2010) attention should be given to its size 

and the scope of its book collection. He equally stated that in Nigeria book ratio of between five and 

eight volumes per pupil has been suggested. If a subject ratio criterion is adopted, the number of 

students who enroll for each subject should be taken into account in determining the titles to be 

acquired and the number of copies also. In general terms, the Manual for School Libraries 

recommended that the collection should cover the entire curriculum of the school and should include 

reference books, fiction and non-fiction, newspapers, magazines, pamphlets, maps, charts, University 

bulletins, globes and films. 

Furthermore, he observed that in Nigeria, most schools are without a sizeable collection of books, 

while some have only a scanty and poorly maintained one. His opinion is that the operation of 

libraries in African schools needs urgent reform.  From the information Fayose (2013) collected from 

eight sample schools in Benin and Ibadan, the book resources available in the school libraries were 

very inadequate for the need of the schools. The collections were very lopsided and the varieties of 

subjects taught were not reflected on the book collections. 

 

Equipment and Non-book Materials 

Apart from materials that convey information, other facilities which can be referred to as equipment 

and furniture are needed in the library, to aid the school reading facility staff and users in the library. 

According to Edem (2010), the furniture should consist of tables, chairs, staff desks, catalogue 

cabinets and periodical stands. The National Policy on Education recognizes the importance of school 
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reading facility equipment and therefore stated that equipment shall also be provided for effective 

school reading facility service. Such equipment like catalogue cabinet and bookshelves, and book 

support, book trolley, tables and chairs are very important in the effective operation of the school 

library. But it has been generally observed that a good percentage of school libraries do not have 

adequate equipment and furniture.  

Daniel (2012), observed that out of 32 school libraries in Abuja, only 8 have a total of 50 chairs and 

tables. This indicates serious inadequacies in such indispensable school reading facility facilities. 

Obajemu (2012), observed that a good number of school libraries had more shelves than any other 

school reading facility equipment. The non-book materials of the school reading facility media centre 

according to Elaturoli (2013) include all materials, as audiovisual, graphics, and specimens of objects. 

Dike (2006) stated that it is in both primary and secondary schools that the need for a school reading 

facility and for the new concept known as Instructional Resources Centre (IRC) is most pressing. This 

is because of the importance of “real” and “iconic” levels of experience in learning. Whereby what 

can be touched, seen, makes a lasting impression in the learner. Mbakwe (2003), a child learns best 

with a variety of resources both visual and aural, this is because people of every state have different 

styles. Some learn more easily what they see than what they hear. People tend to remember for life 

most of what they have seen and have been involved in collecting, analyzing and finding out.  

According to Daniel (2010), Obajemu (2012), Eligiator (2012), there are no audio-visual graphics, 

specimens of objects in all school libraries surveyed in Ondo, Ogun, Ibadan and Benin. 

School reading facility Staff 

For successful running of school libraries there should be adequate, material resources and qualified 

human resource. The National Policy on Education stipulated that proprietors of schools shall provide 

for training of librarians and assistant librarians.  In the view of Obi (2017), the school reading facility 

must have a trained and dedicated staff because without an interested, trained teacher/librarian, one 

whose love of books and enthusiasm for school reading facility is transmitted to students the school 

reading facility will fall short of expectations in the same way that beautiful classroom and excellent 

textbooks are lifeless without capable teachers.  Fayose (2013), in his study emphasized that the 

professionally qualified school librarian is necessary for the functioning of any secondary school 

library, because he will be in a better position to liaise with classroom teachers and to provide 

effective leadership. According to him, the school reading facility assistants in the schools are not 

competent enough to run effective services. 

Indeed, the place of the librarian is best expressed in Akhigbe’s (2017) view on the important role the 

librarian plays in the success of school reading facility services. He said “the school reading facility 

building may represent 5% of successful school reading facility service and the book collection 20% 

but stall represent 75% of what it takes to make a good library”. Qualification and competence are 

very important because the work of the librarian is enormous and highly specialized, as Agaja (2017) 

said that for the purpose of having a suitable school reading facility service, there must be a key 

figure, a man (librarian) who must be in a position to manipulate and control the technologies to 

package information for users. He stated that: As a professional manager who has been properly 

tutored in his trade, the twenty-first century school reading facility librarianship expects the librarian 

to be skillful in the complex arts of managing human and material resources, information, packaging, 

school reading facility reposition, strategic planning, budgeting and - effective allocation of funds 

among competing needs. 

Students Use of School reading facility Resources 

To what extent do students use the available resources in the school library? It is not enough to 

provide school reading facility resources, but that these resources must be put to proper and 

development to focus more attention on providing school reading facility resources opportunities for 

more students, and assuring that the school curricula should greatly embody progammes suitable for 

effective use of the school reading facility resources. 

According to Obanya (2010), the school reading facility is an indispensable resources for learning and 

teaching, but what matters however, is not the mere availability of a space or building known as the 

library, but the fruitful use of it.  In the opinion of Obi (2017), the teacher/librarian has the 

responsibility of getting the children to become familiar with the use of the school reading facility so 

that they form the reading habit and continue to read and consult books and libraries after leaving 

school. This can possibly be done by inclusion of school reading facility periods in the school 

syllabus. 
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The school reading facility periods are of two types: 

1.  Periods allowed for project work where in the teacher/librarian assist the pupils in their search 

for information or gives individuals reading guidance. 

2.  Periods of instruction in the use of books and libraries. 

This is practical lessons in the use of the library. These lessons provide a sufficient grounding for the 

students to utilize school reading facility resources more effectively while in school. She emphasized 

that all pupils should receive instruction in the use of libraries and their resources. One of her 

recommendations is that the first two years of secondary school shou.1d regularly have school reading 

facility periods on the timetable, which should be graduated and continuous thereafter. 

On the provision for use of school reading facility made for the students, Fayose (2013), observed in 

his research that class 2 students hardly visited the school reading facility on their own. This was 

because they had formal classes throughout the school day, no free periods. But it was not the same 

with class 4 students who visited the school reading facility in their spare time which was usually free 

periods when they were not, taking certain subjects. According to him, majority of the school spent 

between half an hour to live hours per week, while a small number spent up to ten hours per week in 

the school library.  From all indications, this shows that provisions for use of school reading facility 

are rarely made. Therefore, there is the need to make the students to cultivate the reading habit, by 

planning the school curriculum in such a way that free periods are used for school reading facility 

reading. The importance of this can be seen in Anaehobi’s (2017) suggestion that for effective use of 

the school library, there is need for school reading facility period to be provided for all junior classes 

in the secondary schools. This is a period set aside for each class in a week to enable the students 

interact more closely with the school librarian in the school library. During the period the students are 

given the opportunity to select their books and to read silently within the library. The librarian without 

alerting them observes the pupils read freely on their own. In course of that, he may notice those who 

have one reading fault or the other. He then groups people with similar problem and devices ways to 

counsel or help them eliminate observed faults. 

 

Relevance of the Use of School reading facility Resources to Students Educational Development 

A good educational environment according to Obi (2017), consists of the teacher, the pupil and the 

world of knowledge. This world of knowledge is introduced to the pupils by the teacher who remains 

a source of inspiration and help. The success of the teacher in this regard is measured by the ability of 

the pupils to learn independently. Therefore, students whose school training has been limited to 

dictated notes from teachers and textbooks will not acquire the ability to learn on their own without a 

teacher. In Obi’s (2017) opinion: good teaching demands that students consult many sources of 

information and select and organize their contents into a usable form for a determined purpose. The 

skill of being able to select the important and relevant points from a great bulk of material, and of 

fitting together bits and pieces from a variety of sources to form a balanced picture can only come 

from exposure to a wide range of material student without access to supplementary reading material in 

a school reading facility will be handicapped. He will be judged largely on his ability to memorize. 

The student with access to a good school reading facility can learn and be judged on his skill in 

clarifying a problem, collecting information relative to its solution and formulating conclusions. This 

student will have acquired the foundation for independent learning. 

In this era of rapid changes and knowledge expansion in various areas of human endeavour, the 

relevance of the use of school reading facility to the education of the child is expressed by Allan 

(2014:) in Mbakwe (2013) thus: The scope of knowledge has become too vast to be covered 

extensively within the boundaries of classroom instruction, superior though that may be through the 

school reading facility these boundaries can be extended immeasurably in all areas of knowledge and 

in all forms of creature expression and life means provided to meet and stimulate the many interests, 

appreciations and curiosities of youth. 

This invariably means that no teacher can give it all to the learner, but through the use of the school 

reading facility resources students can get more information, facts and skills and thereby improve on 

the classroom instructions. The resources in the school reading facility are readily available learning 

content outside the classroom.  

In his opinion, the modern school reading facility makes the child to be aware of the wide scope of 

knowledge and thereby makes the child desirous to find out, to investigate and collect information. 

Fayose (2013) in a study established that children who were exposed to reading books from children 
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school reading facility performed better in matching books with their authors and also in matching countries 

with their capitals than children who did not. According to Omehia (2017) and Egesimba and Ajie (2011), the 

school reading facility in various formats, selects, acquires, organizes, preserves both obsolete and current 

information and disseminates same, for research or recreation to users. 

Agomou (2016) studied the relationship of reading varied texts in the school reading facility to students 

proficiency in English Language in Secondary Schools in Aba Local Government Area. He administered a short 

test that covered comprehension, lexis and structure to students from school A, Wilcox Memorial 

Comprehensive Secondary School that have varied text in the school reading facility and students from school 

13, Osusu Boys Secondary School, that do have not have library. Thirty (30) students from class 4 were 

randomly selected from each school. Students from School A had higher scores than students from School B. 

The result of analysis of data, t-calculated at 2.307 to t-tabulated at 2.00 indicated that there was significant 

relationship between use of school reading facility to students proficiency in English Language. 

The relevance of school reading facility to education in general is best expressed in the view of Elliot, the first 

President of Harvard University, who was quoted in Asemota (2011) that he said, if he were to start a new 

University, he would first build up a good library, then admit students and if there were any money left, he 

would employ some professors. Putting this view into serious consideration we can see that school reading 

facility is an indispensable tool in the child education in our society. In the light of Nigeria philosophy of 

education, which is to make the citizen to be aware of the world around him and to inculcate permanent literacy 

in him, the renowned school reading facility specialist, Elaturoti (2010), pointed out that the school reading 

facility is essential for long term strategy for literacy. In the same vein, Ononwakpor (2013) stated that as 

storage of knowledge, the school reading facility is indispensable to education in general. According to him, in 

the ancient world, learning and scholarly pursuits developed in and within cities that had famous school reading 

facility like Alexandria. The necessity of libraries in the service of education in any civilized society is regarded 

as essential asset in the promotion and development of that society, socially, economically and politically. It can 

be regarded as key to national pride and self-esteem to users. In the similar view, Harbison (2015) in 

Ononwakpor (2013) is of the opinion that the significance of school reading facility is in the competence and 

value of the teacher to the learner, because the wealth of a nation is measured not by its natural resources but by 

the knowledge, skills and motivation of its people. Mbakwe (2013) stated that: The school reading facility is an 

important tool in schooling and learning at any level. It is the centre for intellectual activity in any society with 

rich records of intellectual, cultural and social products. It stores material for transmission of knowledge and 

culture for the next generations. 

The school reading facility is very significant in the academic work of the students, in that it makes the students 

to be active participants in the learning process. And to their teachers it gives the opportunity for other resources 

as additional skills and knowledge, through continuous access to literature, which becomes an advantage to the 

students as they gain more from the competence of the teacher. He is of the view that the materials provided by 

school reading facility compliment, enrich and support the textbooks, teaching materials and methodologies 

related to the curriculum. For the teacher to be up to date and competent in this era of exponential growth of 

information in many disciplines, coupled with rapidly developing technologies, Turner (2017), suggested a 

continuing and mandatory programme of teachers assistance which can be provided or support through modern 

school reading facility resources. 

Furthermore, Mbakwe (2013) outlined the relevance of the use of school reading facility resources in the 

education of the child as follows: 

(1)  Supports and enhances educational goals as contained in the curriculum. 

(2)  Facilitates a positive attitude towards lifelong education in the individual and within groups. 

(3)  It nurtures an environment in which the importance of literacy and information skills are recognized. 

(4)  It nurtures the learning and practice of information literacy skills as it relates to identification, 

selection, retrieval, use, application and interpretation of information regardless of format for the development 

of knowledge understanding, imagination and enjoyment will enable students to form the habit and enjoyment 

of reading.  It promotes the idea that the intellectual freedom and access to information are pre-requisite to 

effective and responsible citizenship in a democracy. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Research Design:  The study made use of descriptive survey design to ascertain the basic school 

reading facility facilities/resources available in Rivers State University and the extent of provisions 

made for students use of the library. The survey design was used because it will help the research to 

elicit information from the respondents.  

Population of Study:  According to Wimmer and Dominick (2011), population is a group or class or 

subjects, variables, concepts or phenomena within the area or scope of research or study. The 

population of the study consist of year 2 and 3 Students in the Faculty of Education, Rivers State 

University with a total population of 1,840 students. 
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Sample Size and Sampling Technique: The study made use of simple random sampling technique to 

select a sample size of 400 students.  Taro Yamene’s formula developed by  Avwokeni (2017) was 

used to determined the sample.  

 Taro Yemene’s formular:  

 N = 
2)(1 eN

N


 

Hence, a sample size of 400 is convenient for this study. 

Instrument for Data Collection: Structured questionnaire was used for collecting data for study. The 

questionnaire was divided into four sections. Section A was the biodata of the respondents, section B 

deals on the school reading facility facilities/resources available, section C deals on provisions made 

for students use of school reading facility and section D deals on the relevance of use of school 

reading facility to students educational development. The questionnaire was designed after elaborate 

study of materials reviewed in the literature. The likert type four (4) points scale was used as shown: 

Strongly Agree (SA) = 4, Agree (A) =3, Disagree (D) =2, Strongly Disagree (SD) = 1 

Data Analysis Technique: The data collected was analyzed using frequency table and mean score. 

The criterion decision rule is that any mean score that is from 2.50 and above is accepted while the 

mean score that is less than 2.50 is rejected while the null hypotheses will be tested using Z-test 

statistical tool at 0.05 level of significance. 

 

RESULTS  

Data Presentation  

Research Question 1:  What are the available school reading facilities in Rivers State University? 

Table 1:   Mean and Standard deviation analysis on the available school reading facilities 

in Rivers State University. 
 

Source:  Field Survey, 2021 

 

The data analysis on table 1 above revealed that the respondents agreed on the point that textbooks, 

journals are school reading facilities found in the tertiary institutions.  The analysis also indicated that 

the respondents accepted the view that furniture like reading tables, chairs, books shelves are school 

reading facilities in the university.  It was still observed from the table that the respondents agreed on 

S/ 

No 
Questionnaire Items 

Level  200 Students  =  190 Level 300 Students =  210 

N  x  
Mean  

x  
SD Remarks N  x  

Mean  

x  
SD Remarks 

1.  Textbooks, journals are school reading 

facilities found in the tertiary 

institutions.  

190 480 2.53 0.79 High  

Extent  

210 530 2.52 0.79 High  

Extent  

2.  Furniture like reading tables, chairs, 

books shelves are school reading facility 

facilities.  

190 495 2.60 0.81 High  

Extent 

210 545 2.59 0.80 High  

Extent 

3.  Librarian and other school reading 

facility staff are school reading facility 

staff in the school reading facility 

190 485 2.55 0.80 High  

Extent  

210 540 2.57 0.80 High  

Extent  

4.  Electronics media like CD drives videos, 

projectors are school reading facilities found 

in the library. 

190 510 2.68 0.82 High  

Extent  

210 550 2.62 0.81 High  

Extent  

5.  Newspaper, magazines and bulletin are parts 

of school reading facility facilities.  

190 505 2.66 0.81 High  

Extent  

210 555 2.55 0.80 High  

Extent  

Grand Total   2.60 0.81    2.57 0.80  
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the fact that librarian and other school reading facility staff are school reading facility staff in the 

school reading facility in tertiary institutions.  The analysis also showed that the respondents accepted 

the view that electronics media like CD drive video, projectors are among the school reading facilities 

found in the library.  The table still revealed that the respondents agreed on the point that newspaper, 

magazines and bulletin are parts of school reading facility facilities.  

 

Research Question 2:  To what extent do students utilize the available school reading facility 

resources in Rivers State University? 

 

Table 2:   Mean and Standard deviation analysis on the extent students utilize the available 

school reading facility resources in Rivers State University.  

Source:  Field Survey, 2021 

The data analysis on table 2 above indicated that the respondents agreed on the point that students use 

school reading facility during school and lecture hours.  The table also showed that the respondents 

rejected the view that there is school reading facility period on school timetable for all classes.  It was 

still noticed in the analysis that the respondents accepted the fact that school management gives 

school reading facility orientation to the students on the use of library.  The table also revealed that 

the respondents agreed on the fact that students use the school reading facility regularly in the tertiary 

institution. The analysis still indicated that the respondents agreed on the point that students use audio 

visual material in the library.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S/ 

No 
Questionnaire Items 

Level  200 Students  =  190 Level 300 Students =  210 

N  x  
Mean  x  SD Remarks N  x

 

Mean  

x  
SD Remarks 

6. Students use school reading 

facility during school and lecture 

hours.  

190 495 2.60 0.81 High  

Extent  

210 550 2.62 0.81 High  

Extent  

7. There is school reading facility 

period on school timetable for all 

classes.  

190 400 2.10 0.73 High  

Extent 

210 500 2.38 0.77 High  

Extent 

8. School management gives 

school reading facility 

orientation to the students on the 

uses  

190 490 2.80 0.80 High  

Extent  

210 580 2.76 0.83 High  

Extent  

9. Students use the school reading 

facility regularly in the tertiary 

institutions.  

190 485 2.80 0.80 High  

Extent  

210 590 2.81 0.84 High  

Extent  

10. Students  use audio visual 

material  

190 510 2.82 0.82 High  

Extent  

210 595 2.78 0.83 High  

Extent  

Grand Total   2.80 0.80    2.73 0.83  
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Research Question 3:  What is the influence of utilization of school reading facility resources on 

academic achievement of students in Rivers State University? 

Table 3:  Mean and Standard deviation analysis on the influence of utilization of school reading 

facility resources on academic achievement of students in Rivers State University.   

Source:  Field Survey, 2021 

The data analysis on table 3 above showed that the respondents accepted on the view that school 

reading facility uses help the students to develop habits of reading and self-study.  The analysis still 

indicated that the respondents agreed on the point that regular uses of school reading facility provide 

needed information and reference authors and books for the students.  It was also observed from the 

table that the respondents accepted on the point or fact that school reading facility help students have 

good knowledge of various careers.  The analysis still revealed that the respondents accepted the view 

that uses of school reading facility help students to develop information handling skills.  In the other 

way round, the respondents rejected the point that school reading facility has a negative influence on 

the students’ academic achievement.  

 

Test of Hypotheses    

Hypothesis 1: There is no significant difference in the mean responses between availability of school 

reading facilities and students’ academic achievement in Rivers State University.  

Table 4: Z-test Analysis of significant difference in the mean responses between availability of 

school reading facilities and students academic achievement in Rivers State University.  

Status  N Mean 

X  

Standard 

Deviation 

df z-cal z-crit Decision  

Level  200 Students   190 2.60 0.81     

    398 1.29 1.96 Accepted  

Level  300 Students   210 2.57 0.80      

 

The analysis on table 4 revealed that the z-cal of 1.29 is less than the z-crit of 1.96. Therefore, the 

calculated z-ratio is not statistically significant at a 0.05 level of significance since it is smaller than 

the given critical value of z-ratio. So, the hypothesis 1 is thus accepted and the conclusion is that there 

S/ 

No 
Questionnaire Items 

Level  200 Students  =  190 Level 300 Students =  210 

N  x  
Mean  x  SD Remarks N  x

 

Mean  

x  
SD Remarks 

11. School reading facility uses help 

students to develop habits of 

reading and self-study.  

190 485 2.55 0.80 High  

Extent  

210 580 2.76 0.83 High  

Extent  

12. Regular uses of school reading 

facility provide needed 

information and reference 

authors and books for the 

students.  

190 495 2.61 0.81 High  

Extent 

210 585 2.78 0.83 High  

Extent 

13. School reading facility helps 

students have good knowledge 

of various careers.  

190 480 2.53 0.79 High  

Extent  

210 545 2.59 0.80 High  

Extent  

14. Uses of school reading facility 

help students to develop 

information handling skills.  

190 485 2.55 0.80 High  

Extent  

210 550 2.62 0.81 High  

Extent  

15. School reading facility has 

negative influence on the  

student’s academic achievement. 

190 420 2.21 0.74 High  

Extent  

210 520 2.48 0.79 High  

Extent  

Grand Total   2.49 0.79    2.65 0.81  

Sam-Kalagbor.….. Int. J.  Innovative Soc. & Sci. Educ. Res. 9 (2):128-141, 2021  



138 
 

is no significant difference in the mean responses between availability of school reading facilities and 

students’ academic achievement in Rivers State University.  

Hypothesis 2: There is no significant difference in the mean responses between students’ utilization 

of available school reading facility resources and students’ academic achievement in Rivers State 

University. 

 

Table 5: Z-test Analysis of significant difference in the mean responses between students’ 

utilization of available school reading facility resources and students’ academic achievement in 

Rivers State University. 

 

Status   N  Mean 

X  

Standard 

Deviation 

Df  z-cal z-crit Decision  

Level  200 Students   190 2.59 0.80     

    398 1.24 1.96 Accepted 

Level  300 Students   210 2.73 0.83      

 

The analysis on Table 5 indicated that the z-cal of 1.24 is smaller than the z-crit of 1.96. Therefore, 

the calculated z-ratio is not statistically significant at a 0.05 level of significance since it is smaller 

than the given critical value of z-ratio. Therefore, the hypothesis 2 is thus accepted and the conclusion 

is that there is no significant difference in the mean responses between students utilization of available 

school reading facility resources and students’ academic achievement in Rivers State University. 

Hypothesis 3: There is no significant difference in the mean responses between influence of 

Utilization of school reading facility resources and students’ academic achievement in Rivers State 

University. 

Table 6: Z-test Analysis of significant difference in the mean responses between influence 

of Utilization of school reading facility resources and students’ academic achievement in Rivers 

State University. 

Status N  Mean 

X  

Standard 

Deviation 

Df. z-cal z-crit Decision  

Level  200 Students   190 2.49 0.79     

    398 1.29 1.96 Accepted  

Level  300 Students   210 2.65 0.81      

 

The analysis on table 6 shows that the z-cal of 1.29 is smaller than the z-crit of 1.96. 

Therefore, the calculated z-ratio is not statistically significant at a 0.05 level of significance 

since it is smaller than the given critical value of z-ratio. Therefore, the hypothesis 3 is thus 

accepted and the conclusion is that there is no significant difference in the mean responses 

between influence of Utilization of school reading facility resources and students’ academic 

achievement in Rivers State University. 

 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS   

Based on the analysis of the data, the findings of the study revealed that textbooks, journals, 

furniture like reading tables, chairs, book shelves, school reading facility staff, electronics 

media like CD drives, videos, projectors, newspapers, magazines and bulletins are among the 

school reading facilities available in the university.  This finding is in collaboration with   
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Obajemu (2012), who in his report of the results of an evaluation of the general profile of 

eight (8) school libraries in Oshodi/Ibolo Local Government Area of Lagos State reviewed 

that school reading facility collections, staff, buildings,  space, furniture, etc. are among the 

school reading facilities mostly available in universities.  Daniel (2012), asserts that 

accommodation, book collection, equipment and non-book materials and school reading 

facility staff are the school reading facility facilities. However, the null hypothesis 1 was 

accepted and the conclusion is that there is no significant difference in the mean responses 

between availability of school reading facilities and students academic achievement in Rivers 

State University. 

The study also indicated that to a large extent, business education students utilize the 

available school reading facility resources in Rivers State University.  This study is in the 

same view with Obanya (2010), who observed in his study that the school reading facility is 

an indispensable resources for learning and teaching, but what matters however, is not the 

mere availability of a space or building known as the library, but the fruitful use of it.  Obi 

(2017) in his own study explained that teacher/librarian has the responsibility of  getting the 

children (students) to become familiar with the use of the school reading facility so that they 

form the reading  habit and continue to read and consult books and libraries after leaving 

school.  On the provision for use of school reading facility made for the students, Fayose 

(2013), observed in his research that some students hardly visit the school reading facility on 

their own because they have formal classes throughout the school day, no free periods for the 

uses of library.  Therefore, the null hypothesis 2 was accepted and the conclusion was that 

there is no significant difference in the mean responses between students utilization of 

available school reading facility resources and students’ academic achievement in Rivers 

State University. 
 

The findings of the study still showed that utilization of school reading facility resources has 

positive and significant influence on the academic achievement of students in Rivers State 

University.  This finding is in collaboration with Fayosa (2013), who established in his study 

that children or students who were exposed to reading books from children school reading 

facility performed better in matching books with their authors and also in matching countries 

with their capitals than children who did not.  Agomou (2016), in his study, the relationship 

of reaching varied texts in the school reading facility to students proficiency in English 

Language in secondary schools admitted there was a positive an significant relationship 

between use of school reading facility to students proficiency in English Language.  Nothing 

that school reading facility is an indispensable tool in the child education in our society.  

Mbakwe (2013) in his research stated that: the school reading facility is an important tool in 

schooling and learning at any level.  Nevertheless, the null hypothesis 3 was accepted and the 

conclusion was that there is no significant difference in the mean responses between 

influence of Utilization of school reading facility resources and students’ academic 

achievement in Rivers State University.   
 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were made to ensure that 

the study achieve its objectives. 

1. Government through the university management should provide more school reading 

facilities to enhance and encourage the students.  

2. University management should organize orientation or awareness programme, the 

students on the benefits of using available school reading facilities or resources in the 

school.  

3. University (school) management should provide lecture free period to encourage the 

students in using the school reading facility hence uses of school reading facility enhance 

or influence the academic performance or achievement.   
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