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ABSTRACT 

This paper looked at Examination malpractice among secondary school students as a possible hindrance 

to Nigeria national development. The writer introduced the issues and gave a background of this problem 

as stemming from the broad base of corruption, and examination malpractice as an offshoot. The writer 

further looked at the concept of Examination, Malpractice, examination malpractice, secondary education 

and national development. The paper then had a major look at the causes of examination malpractice, 

Types, perpetrators, Nigeria as a developing economy, the evil associated with examination malpractice, 

and the need for urgent eradication of this horrible trend so as to promote national development. The 

paper concluded on the note that all Nigerians must come together to fight the spread of this horrible 

menace of examination malpractice and restore excellence in the educational sector. The paper proffers 

five suggestions on how the secondary education can be salvaged from this ugly trend. Two of which are 

that, students and the stakeholders who are involved must henceforth develop new attitude towards 

examination malpractice to purge   themselves of its ills. The ministry of education should review the 

curriculum to remove all overloads and make studying for external examinations to be much easier. 

Keywords: Examination, Malpractice, Secondary schools, Perpetrators, Hindrance, Nation, 

Development, Economic development, Economic slavery and Brains. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Secondary education is that level of education received after attending primary school and before the 

tertiary education (FRN 2004, p.18). It is pertinent to know that the secondary education is the foundation 

to all careers and professions needed in the society. Sadly the ministry of education and the government 

of Nigeria have not given it the attention that one would expect to be given to it by a nation desiring to 

move from developing country to a developed one. This level of education is very important, it is this 

level of education that give birth to the doctors that will man hospitals, engineers that will construct roads, 

build aircrafts, Lawyers that will enact and enforce the law, teachers that will teach and groom these 

various careers for our society etc, by laying the foundations that will prepare these students to become 

these professionals. 

The much desired national development cannot be achieved if the secondary education is not properly 

guided to achieve the standard and quality required for this to happen. National development refers to the 

ability of a country to improve the life of its people. Measures of improvement may be material, such as 

an increase in the gross domestic product, or social, such as literacy rates and provision of healthcare 
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(Reference 2019). Quality education is one of 17 Global Goals that make up the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development (SDGF, n. d).  Hence it is made clear by (UNESCO SDGs, n.d) that Quality 

education which is the Goal: 4 stated that, 
Education enables upward socioeconomic mobility and is a key to 

escaping poverty… When people are able to get quality education they 

can break from the cycle of poverty… Education empowers people 

everywhere to live more healthy and sustainable lives. (p.1) 

From the above, quality education from primary to secondary and then to tertiary institutions can foster 

national development in this nation. Therefore the nation should deliberately work on improving the 

quality of education at all levels including the secondary level. If the curriculum is scrutinized, teachers 

well trained and fund made available to this sector to provide for learning materials, this level of 

education can impart the knowledge required to adequately prepare the students for WASSCE and 

NECO. 

Examination malpractice is the massive and unprecedented abuse of rules and regulations that have to do 

with internal and external examinations, from the setting of such examinations down to the taking of the 

examinations, the marking and grading and further to the release of the results and the issuance of 

certificates (Nwana in Adegoke, 2010, p.8). This definition traces examination malpractice as abuse of 

rules and regulations from the setting of examination to the issuance of certificates. Many problems in the 

education sector and the society made room for examination malpractice for example the fight for 

improvement of the universities by universities staff and delay salary payment of teachers of primary and 

post primary schools sometimes degenerate to strike actions. These strike actions go a long way to impact 

on the standard of education and the end result is half baked graduates, poorly trained teachers and ill 

prepared secondary examination class. The crave for wealth which is a fallout of materialism that have 

eaten deep into the fabrics of our society is part of the reason the youth of this nation seek to have the 

secondary certificate at all cost in order to get admission to tertiary institutions. So, they can have the 

university degree to get white collar jobs and live a better life. The same crave for wealth drive teachers, 

examiners and supervisors to engage in the business of examination malpractice whereby they collect 

money from students writing these examinations in order to allow them cheat in the examination thereby 

encouraging this illicit act. Again private schools principals who want to be in the good books of their 

employers and their schools to be seen as best schools by the public also engage in examination 

malpractice.  

With the prevalent of examination malpractice which have become a major problem in the education 

sector and the ministry of education having difficulty in taming this muster, one wonders the magnitude 

of frustration the genuine Nigerians who believe in merit are facing in their everyday efforts to work hard 

and obtained genuine certificates based on merit from quality studies. It is necessary that Nigerians should 

awake and begin to see its evil and join hands to fight this great muster destroying the present and future 

of this great nation‟s national development. The question that must quickly ask is, what kind of future is 

being built or what exactly does the society hoped to achieve with examination malpractice whether it is 

call examination support, assistance or cheating its true name is examination malpractice. Nigeria as a 

nation need to compare her educational growth with the educational advancement in other countries of the 

world so as to put in effort to march up with then or overtake them if possible. The corruption prevalent in 

the society has extended to education. The country needs to rise up and seek for merit in everything 

otherwise the much desired economic development education is key to, may not be achieved. Corruption 

can be seen as any act of dishonesty in public service. Examination malpractice is inextricably linked to 

corruption as it involves a fraudulent act that gives a student an advantage to get grades that he did not 

earned by his ingenuity before, during and after examination (Okey & Ewa, 2019). Hence 

dishonesty as seen in the achievement of excellent result through examination malpractice is corruption 

and should not be allowed to exist. 
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Examination  

Examination is an important aspect of education. It is an evaluation of how much a student has learnt 

within a given time or level of study. Examination according to Wauton in Nwanna-Nzewunwa (2006 

p.131) is „„a formal assessment of the academic achievement of a learner after a given period of learning 

or instruction.”  Though some people argue that examination is not the true test of knowledge it however 

has been the fastest way to evaluate students on how much knowledge they have acquired after a period 

of learning. There are different types of examinations the secondary school students are subjected to 

before they can be certified to be ready for higher institutions or to take up a white collar job in the 

society. While some of these examinations are set within the secondary school system others are set by 

external examination bodies.  

Examinations in secondary schools can be seen in two categories internal and external examinations. In 

its conduct; it can be oral or written, essay or objective type, theory or practical. Some of the internal 

examinations are known as continuous assessment tests, mid - term test, end of term examinations or 

promotional examinations. On the other hand external examinations which are usually public 

examinations in Nigerian schools are as follows: Common Entrance Examination for admission into 

secondary school. Secondary School Certificate examinations referred to as West African Secondary 

School Examination (WASSCE) and National Examination Council Examination (NECO SSCE). There 

is also, The Joint Admission Matriculation Board (JAMB) which handles the admission tests into tertiary 

institutions. The National Teachers‟ Institute (NTI), the National Business and Technical Examination 

Board (NABTEB). The latter conducts professional examination for teachers and technicians 

respectively. On the strength of the outcomes, the examinee is awarded a certificate that then qualifies 

him/her or can be used for admission into higher institutions, employment opportunities and promotion in 

their places of work.  

Examination Malpractice  
The talk about examination malpractice is prevalent. What exactly is malpractice? In one‟s view point, 

malpractice can be said to be the action or inaction gear towards gaining advantage to improve on one‟s 

scores without applying one‟s personal knowledge, intelligence or skill.  According to Oxford Advanced 

Learner‟s Dictionary, malpractice is a wrong or illegal behaviour exhibited by a person while discharging 

professional responsibilities. Oyekan in Adegoke (2010) “views examination malpractice as a deliberate 

act of indiscipline adopted by students or their privileged accomplices to secure facile success and 

advantage before, during and after the administration of a test or examination.” Chambers 20
th
 century 

dictionary in Nwanna- Ezewunwa (2006 p.131) defines malpractice as „„professional misconducts: 

treatment falling short of reasonable skill or care, illegal attempt of a person in position of trust to benefit 

himself at others “cost”. Chambers definition clearly explained the activities of examination officers 

involve in examination malpractice. But on the side of students in one‟s own view, their actions and 

inactions leading to misconduct during examinations in order to improve on their score without applying 

their knowledge in answering questions is known as malpractice.   

In other words examination malpractice can be seen as the action of a student trying to secure an 

advantage in his or her scores by using any other mean rather than his personal knowledge of the subject 

or any persons within the premises of the examination hall helping students to secure an advantage in 

their scores by providing answers to students. According to Onyechere in Nwanna- Ezewunwa (2006) 

examination malpractice can be seen as, 

Any irregular behaviour exhibited by the candidate or any charged 

with the conduct of an examination in or outside the examination 

hall, before, during or after. Such examination malpractice will 

include any of the following: examination leakage, impersonation, 

cheating, collusion, and swapping of scripts, smuggling of answer 

scripts into examination halls, results/certificate forgery, and 

verbal/physical assault on examination administrators. (p. 131) 
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Hence examination malpractice is any level of conduct which relegates to the background the laid down 

rules and regulations of the conduct of examinations in Nigeria. It spread from leakages of examination 

scripts to the conduct of the examination in the centers and beyond to forgery of examination results and 

certificates. Though in the past years there were records of malpractice in examinations, today‟s trend is 

appalling. In fact it has become a big business to teachers, invigilators and the examination body‟s 

officers. Examination centers have shamelessly become a market place. So that few students with good 

conscience who wants to write their examination without involving in examination malpractice are now 

seen as odd. Painfully government schools and most private schools are involved except the missionary 

schools that have distinguished themselves. 

To make things worse some schools especially private ones acquire centers where students are aided and 

abetted by corrupt examination officials, supported by parents who pay money to mercenaries to write for 

or give answers to their children in order to achieve excellent results. Surprisingly examination 

malpractice occurs in both internal and external examinations as most private schools wants to sell 

themselves to the public and gain high patronage. The examination bodies make matters worse by 

releasing answers in the internet of the subjects to be taken in the morning of the paper. By so doing they 

are indirectly aiding and abetting examination malpractice. The education system is presently in great 

trouble as the ministry of education and the examination bodies officials are perplex as examination 

malpractice seems to have defied all solutions because every efforts they invent to put a stop to it are 

defied by those who are benefiting from this evil plaguing the education sector. One wonders why the 

examination bodies are perplex when their action of releasing answers is aiding this menace.  

Secondary Education 

When a child is born the first education he gets is acquired from home as he or she watch his father, 

mother, siblings and neighbours speak and act, this aspect of traditional education is built upon as he is 

introduced to the formal education in school. The first formal school he gets into is the kindergarten that 

is pre – primary, and then primary these lay the background for education. Thereafter he steps into 

secondary where the foundation for his career will be laid. It is very important that one understand this so 

one knows what one is up against. Every profession or career has its root source in the secondary level of 

education how then can one sit back and watch this level of education messed up in the life of the children 

who are the future of this great nation.  

In junior secondary school a general foundation for most courses are laid and have subjects like: English, 

Mathematics, Science, Agricultural science, Social studies, Christian religious studies, French, Creative 

Art, Music, ICT, Business Studies, Home Economics, Physical Health Education and Civic Education. 

While in the senior secondary these subjects are narrowed down to career focused subjects such as: 

English Language, Literature in English, Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, 

Biology, History, Government, Commerce, Accounting, Economics, Civic Education, Technical 

Drawing, ICT, Home Management Geography, Fishery and many more. The above when properly 

combine leads a student to one career or another. 

This indeed is the crux of the matter, with the evil of internal and external examination malpractice the 

nation is heading to self destruction as the foundation of these courses are either not well taught or 

properly assessed but given excellent result which gives the impression that the student have been 

thorough groomed in these subjects. Then these poorly baked students with the excellent results 

purchased through examination malpractice will be admitted into higher institutions to study courses they 

have little or no knowledge about. Hence they resort to sorting, sex for marks, cheating, copying of 

intelligent students‟ work, worse of course representatives using and even selling intelligent students 

assignments to other course mates to photocopy and submit as their assignments and plagiarism in theses. 

National Development 

So how does one expect to achieve the much needed national development?  When most students do not 

know why they are in universities as some result to sorting and all other vices for marks in order to 

graduate. Before one goes further one needs to explain what is meant by national development. National 

development has to do with the full growth and expansion of a nation‟s industries, agriculture, education, 

Agi & Omokhoa ….. Int. J.  Innovative Educ. Res 7(2):163-173, 2019 



167 

 

social, religious, cultural institutions, scientific development and technology.  John Vaizey in Bawa (n.d.) 

in his definition says, “National development is the total of all citizen forces and addition to the stock of 

physical, human resources, knowledge and skills.” National development also refers to economic 

development which means a higher GDP per capita. In economics GDP is a measure of consumption. 

Therefore, a higher consumption will mean that people eat better food, live in better homes and 

environment with clean and pure air and water and much more should have assurance of having a better 

life in future (Sandeepan, 2018).  Have this actually been achieved? One can boldly say NO. According to 

Lawal (2017), 

In a nation where exam malpractice thrives, many of its citizens 

will end up being insensible, dishonest, ignorant, narrow-

minded, myopic, deceptive, and disingenuous. Examination 

malpractice puts youths and professionals in a situation that 

leads to a future of social-political and economic bankruptcy. 

(para. 29) 

From the words of this reporter it is clear that the bankruptcy will cut across all sectors of the economy 

looking at the trend of examination malpractice across the nation. From the situation before all, with only 

a handful of people who cannot mortgage their conscience because of the fear of God and do not want to 

subject themselves to the evil of examination malpractice, it means that there will be insignificant number 

of genuine professionals who may or may not come out with the best results because they are not willing 

to pay, sort or give sex for marks. Hence Enahoro (2019) in his report emphasized that,  

At the end of the day students who try to pass their exams 

honestly and don‟t succeed look foolish when compared to 

complete dunces who have paid the requisite fees and obtained 

the necessary credits! The Examination Malpractices Act 1999 

exists to deal with candidates caught cheating as well as 

impersonators, invigilators, agents, principals, or schools who 

assist in malpractice. Despite this law and the fact that exam 

malpractice is a criminal offence it continues unabated. (para. 6) 

 This will create the problem of having few genuine doctors, nurses, engineers, lawyers, scientist, teachers 

etc, while there will be a great number of such professionals with result earn through examination 

malpractice. This will do damage to our developing economy. The question now is, is the nation going to 

remain a developing country forever? 

 

CAUSES OF EXAMINATION MALPRACTICE  

There are several reasons attributed to this evil plague in our country. An extract from Nwanna-

Ezewunwa (2006:132-133) clearly stated the causes of examination malpractice in secondary school as 

identified by Aina below: 

1.  The fear of failure in the examination on the part of candidates. 

2.  The craze for certificate which can only be issued after passing 

examinations. 

3.  The desire of parents, even at any price, to have their children in 

choice professions and jobs. 

4. The jobless and opportunists who take advantage of this situation to 

make money from candidates. 

5. The phenomena of leakages and cheating.   

6.  The temptation for some principals of school to embrace examination 

malpractice in order to enhance the status or societal rating of their 

schools. 

 7. Pressure on children by parents to pursue course for which they have 

no aptitudes. 
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8.  The pressure on teachers who want to gain the favour of students. 

9.  The inordinate ambition of some people to get rich quick. 

10.The policy for some state Ministries of Education which ties 

promotion of school personnel to the success of their students in final 

examination. This tends to encourage, aid and abet malpractices. 

11. The tendency of some candidates to join in cheating because they see 

others do so and frequently get away with it. 

12. The encouragement to engage in malpractice with the complicity of 

the invigilators. 

13. Examination malpractice takes advantage of the moral laxity in the 

society. 

14. The over-crowded sitting arrangement in examination hall, encourage 

cheating among candidates.  And Nwanna-Ezewunwa included: 

15. Lack of qualified teacher and attitude of students. 

  

TYPES OF EXAMINATION MALPRACTICE 

This paper limit itself to the types of examination malpractice identified in secondary schools and as such 

examined the types of examination malpractice identified by the West Africa Examination council 

(WAEC) which are commonly exhibited in WAEC examination alongside with those identified as 

common in internal examination in secondary schools. Below are types of examination malpractices 

identified by Aina in Nwanna – Ezewunwa (2006:132).  

1.    Bringing in of foreign material into the examination hall (i.e materials that are not accepted in the 

hall by WAEC e.g GSM). 

2.    Irregular activities inside and outside the examination hall (combine work or assistance from 

outside). 

3.    Collusion   

4.    Impersonation 

5.    Insult/assaults on supervisors/invigilators 

6.    Fake certificate. 

7.   "Expo," these are "live" papers that candidate buy from custodian centres and examination 

officials. In most cases these papers contain the real questions in the particular examination. 

 

PERPETRATORS OF EXAMINATION MALPRACTICE 

The perpetrators are many ranging from candidates, parents, teachers, supervisors, WAEC officials, 

principals of private and public secondary schools and some private school proprietors. These except the 

students should know better but they are the ones who initial and carry out these nefarious act. Favour 

Ezike in a report by Atueyi (2019), had this to say about examination malpractice perpetrators during her 

time as a secondary school student she said,  

From candidates to parents, supervisors and even WAEC officials, Examiners 

are aware that cheating is going on in their centres, and the deal for exam cheat 

is increasing yearly. Private schools seem to be the worst because they don‟t 

want their products to fail WAEC. When I did my first WAEC in my school, at 

Sowemimo, Ojo Alaba, we had a meeting with the school authority, they asked 

us to pay so they could settle WAEC supervisors/examiners who would grant 

them free access to assist us in the exam. My school principal counseled us and 

tried to justify her action. “They made it appear like they are doing us a great 

favour, they asked us to pay N5,500 each after paying for WAEC fee, that was 

in 2013. So for me as at that time, not only that I was not interested, there was 

also no way I could have afforded it because paying the WAEC fee was hard for 

my brother whom I was living with then. (para. 52) 
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From her experience the above mentioned people who should know better got involved in the act. So, 

how can this problem be eradicated? Parents, teachers, principals, school proprietors, supervisors and 

WAEC officials seem to be short sighted as they cannot see far ahead the problems their wrong desire 

may be creating for this nation and the destruction they may be initiating in the life of these innocent 

students who knew no better but should have been corrected by those leading them wrongly. It also 

surprising to say that the states and indeed the nation may not know that they are indirectly supporting 

this horrible phenomenon, when in the states and national elections there are massive rigging and nobody 

is brought to book how then, can these perpetrators be restrained from this highly immoral activities.  

 

NIGERIA AS A DEVELOPING ECONOMY 

How did the nation get here? 

Nigeria as developing economy should have nothing to do with examination malpractice; if the developed 

countries of the world have nothing to do with examination malpractice, should this nation who is still 

developing romance with it? No, no and no. But come to think of it how did the nation come into this 

mess? Examination malpractice greeted this nation in 1914 the year of the amalgamation of Nigeria. It 

was reported then that there was a leakage of senior Cambridge Local Examination but after 

independence this problem has increased in strength and proportion.  Examination malpractice became a 

yearly affair thereafter. Adegoke (2010), tracing the genesis of examination malpractice in Nigeria said,  

Examination malpractice became prominent in the 1970s, when youths 

who were in the colleges and universities before the advent of the 

Nigerian civil war in 1967, who were conscripted into the army during 

the war, came back at the end of the war in 1970 and went back to 

schools to continue with their education. These youths who understood 

the language of the trigger of the gun more than what the teacher was 

saying, were not psycho-emotionally stable and prepared for 

examinations and so resorted to alternative means of passing the 

examinations such as direct cheating in examinations, bribing examiner 

to allow them to indulge in mass cheating, hiring of machineries to 

write for them. This was clearly manifested in the West African School 

Certificate Examination of 1970/1971 when all manner of irregularities 

ranging from examination malpractice to leakage of examination 

question papers characterized with the conduct of the examination. ( p. 

7) 

Ever since the 1970/71 irregularities in examination the nation have been contending with the problem on 

a growing proportion year after year. From the data in Lawal‟s report one was able to create a table below 

showing the growth in percentage of examination malpractice between the year 2000 and 2004 in Nigeria. 

        YEAR TOTAL NO OF WAEC 

CANDIDATES 

PERCENTAGE OF 

EXAM 

MALPRACTICE 

        2000      636064         6% 

        2001      1,025,185         5% 

        2002      909,888        10.5% 

        2003      1,066,831       11% 

 

 

        2004      1,035,280        11% 

                                        Culled from Lawal p. 2019                    

From the above table there are increasing percentages of students involved in examination malpractice 

each year. Though the percentage is high, examiners interviewed by a reporter Atueyi (2019) said that, 
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“the number of candidates that were caught during examinations is far less than the number that engaged 

in examination malpractice successfully.” This is very disheartening. Also in the table the researcher 

created from the data in Atueyi‟s report, the Guardian checks on the number of candidates caught by 

WAEC for examination fraud in the last ten years, showed a steady rise in the act. 

                   

 NUMBER OF CANDIDATES CAUGHT BY WAEC FOR EXAMINATION FRAUD 

S/N     YEAR  NO OF RESULTS    

WITHHELD   

1     2008        74,956 

2     2009        109,201 

3     2010        77,168 

4     2011        81,573 

5     2012        112,000 

6     2013        112,865 

7     2014        145,795 

8     2015        118,101 

9     2016        137,295 

10     2017        214,952 

             Culled from Atueyi,  p. 2019 

 

THE EVILS ASSOCIATED WITH EXAMINATION MALPRACTICE 

The evil associated with examination malpractice is wide spread knowing that the secondary level is the 

bed rock of higher education it affects students negatively, the nation‟s present and future economic 

development and the worth of Nigeria institutions certificate abroad. These evils are clearly discussed in 

the sub-topics below: 

Effect of examination malpractice on secondary school students 

The education system is facing myriad of problems ranging from inadequate funding to policy 

inconsistency, curriculum overloading and constant alteration in the curriculum especially in the 

secondary level of education curriculum. With the knowledge of examination malpractice and the 

involvement of the teachers, parents, principals, proprietors and the WAEC officials many of the students 

may now see it as a “free for all game” hence the zeal to study and prepare for examination is will be 

affected  as such will seek for teachers who are gullible to assist them carry out their desire. As a result 

students will no longer take studies seriously; they therefore will pay no attention to learning in class 

neither will they listen to their teachers knowing the teachers and the school will do everything possible to 

make them succeed in WASSCE because they know that the job of the teacher and the reputation of the 

school will be at stake.  

After obtaining the so called excellent result through this means the confidence of the students to achieve 

success without malpractice will be completely destroyed. Hence he or she will continue with the game to 

his or her destruction. Those who dear to use such certificates to study courses they are not well prepared 

for will end up dropping out from higher institution because in the secondary level they did not put up the 

discipline required to acquire the basic foundation for such courses. Others will sort for marks from their 

lecturers and end up graduating with a certificate without the knowledge to operate in the field of studies. 

This will leads to poor performance of graduate at their work places after graduation. Others who find 

themselves struggling to succeed in the courses the so called excellent result gave them will be drawn to 

vices such drug abuse, cultism and even armed robbery. 

Effect of examination malpractice on the nation‟s national development 

Future generation intellectuals: 

Whatever happens to the secondary level of education will definitely have a huge impact on the national 

economic or national development, apart from the nation facing the problems of harvesting dishonest 
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youth that will grow up to become dishonest fathers and mothers and invariably become dishonest elders 

and leaders of this nation. With examination malpractice becoming a muster that is not being dealt with; 

the nation should be sure she is losing Future generation intellectuals: what one would call tomorrow‟s 

brains; if majority of her populace have no confidence in writing secondary schools external examinations 

without getting involved in exam malpractice.  Lawal (2019) in expressing concern about this problem 

said, 

The devastating effects of examination malpractices are usually 

expressed through the erosion of creativity, resourcefulness, ingenuity, 

technical know-how, and moral values. Industries and corporate 

organisations suffer because people who are qualified for the jobs are in 

the real sense not qualified for the jobs – they cheated their way through, 

most often through examination malpractices. (para. ) 

Which means those who cheated in examinations comes with fantastic grades that they cannot defend and 

as such get the good jobs but are unable to perform up to the expectation of their employers as seen in 

certificates they submitted to the employers. Gradually the nation runs into the problem of coping with a 

large number of educated illiterates. Imagine a situation where such graduates are employed to teach 

secondary school, those students‟ case will be worse than that of their teacher in terms of knowledge 

bankruptcy. This is what one tagged the destruction of tomorrow‟s brains. These youths graduating from 

poor standard and quality of secondary education, impart on the university education as they are not up to 

the standard for a university education this leads them to a desperate search for a way out therefore 

resorting to sorting and sex for marks in order to obtain the required CGPA for graduation.  

Destruction of the nation‟s economy: 

With this ugly trend of exam malpractice the national economic development will be greatly impacted on. 

The number of genuine qualified graduates will be low against the large number of the paper qualified 

ones who cheated through. This dearth in the number of qualified graduates to man the industries and 

corporate organizations will affect every aspect of the economy. The nation will then have needs for 

qualify engineers: Civil, mechanical, electrical and electrical electronics engineers, Doctor: 

Gynecologists, pediatricians, Orthomologists, dentists etc, lawyers, agriculturists, Geologists, Nurses, 

teachers, lecturers, and so on and so forth. With these various professions and more lacking in a nation, 

the nation will have to look outside it shores to source for them. This will result to the importation of 

professionals to man our industries, teach in our schools and colleges and tertiary institutions, and work in 

our hospitals etc. one would not want the nation to get to this stage. This will mean that the nation will be 

paying more money out than is being generated. Hence the growth of the nation‟s economy will decline 

further than it is today. 

 

A NEW FORM OF ECONOMIC SLAVERY AND CAPTIVITY  

Some decades ago after independence the nation needed to import some professionals to support her as a 

young nation until she groom her competent hands, many expatriates in science field were brought into 

Nigerian public schools to teach subjects like Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics and biology.  As the 

nation came up strong she began to replace them with indigenous teachers until this ugly trend in exam 

malpractice began to hinder this effort. Of recent the nation has witnessed the in flocks of expatriates 

again mostly in private secondary schools as administrators and teachers of science subjects. But with the 

trend in examination malpractice one can be sure we will run out of genuine indigenous professionals. 

This will mean relying heavily on expatriates again and as such paying so much out to foreigners which 

will in turn impact negatively on our economy. Hence the nation will be back to a new form of economic 

slavery and captivity from those developed nations who know how to take advantage of her. 
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THE NEED TO END EXAMINATION MALPRACTICE AND PROMOTE NATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

For national development to take place there is a need for urgent reversal of this horrible trend. Nigeria as 

a developing nation is in dear need of national development, in order to benchmark with other African 

nations and nations outside Africa in economic development. The nation therefore needs to preach the 

gospel of honesty, integrity, patriotism and faithfulness to her populace as this will create the atmosphere 

for economic and national development. Corruption must be seen as corruption in all ramifications and 

anyone found guilty of embezzlement of public funds and cheating in examinations must be severely 

punished. In public positions and in examinations, merit should be highly priced.  

There should be co-operation from ministry of education, students, parents, proprietors, principals, 

teachers, invigilators, supervisors, the state and federal government must fight to reverse this horrible 

trend in examination malpractice. Corruption and its offspring Examination Malpractice is a shameful 

thing to happen to a nation. Presently there is urgent need for national development as our nation is 

gradually drifting into an under developed nation. The nation owes huge amount of debt and are planning 

to borrow more, presently the internal revenue cannot meet the expenditure. It is true that national 

development has to do with the full growth and expansion of a nation‟s industries, agriculture, education, 

social, religious, cultural institutions, scientific development and technology obviously the nation is not 

any way close to achieving this. For this to happen she must look critically on the education sector 

especially the secondary level of education which lay the foundation for all professions that will bring the 

needed development in the nation‟s economy in order to achieve a steady national development. 

 

CONCLUSION 

From what has been discussed and analyzed it is abundantly clear that examination malpractice in 

secondary schools is a hindrance to Nigeria national development. It therefore means that everybody in 

this nation must rise up to fight against this menace and curtail it continuous spread. The nation must take 

decisive step to completely eradicate it from our youth and instill the character of quality study and 

determination to achieve success by hard work in our students from kindergarten to tertiary institutions. 

This will help restore merit in the education system and begin again to lay the solid foundation for all the 

careers and professions required to steer up a steady and sustainable growth in the economic 

development.  

 

SUGGESTIONS 

The researcher gave the following suggestions: 

• Students, Teachers, parents, principals, proprietors and the WAEC officials must henceforth 

develop a new mind set against examination malpractice in order to rid themselves from these 

dirty practices. 

• The government must wage a war against examination malpractice and make sure all parties 

involved are severely punished to deter others from getting involved. 

• Ministry of education should do away with curriculum overloading and constant alteration of the 

secondary level education curriculum so that studying for external examinations will be much 

easier. 

• Ministry of education should work with the principals and teachers to make the curriculum more 

applicable to everyday life and not abstract and content based curriculum currently in use.  

• The examination bodies should stop releasing answers in the internet to the papers of the day in 

the morning of these papers. They can release the answers six hours after the papers have been 

taken so that those doing the marking can access it. 
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