
266 

 

 

 

 

 

 
doi:10.5281/zenodo.18527217 

Evaluating the Contribution of Police Reform 

Initiatives to National Security and Economic Stability 
 

Mohammed Amabua Ashe1; Sule Magaji2 & Yahaya Ismail3 

 
1Sustainable Development Centre, 

University of Abuja, Abuja, Nigeria 

amabuama@yahoo.com 

 

Department of Economics 

University of Abuja, Abuja, Nigeria 
2sule.magaji@uniabuja.edu.ng 

ORCID ID: 0000-0001-9583-3993 
3ismail.yahaya@uniabuja.edu.ng 

ORCID ID: 0009-0006-7876-9524 

 

ABSTRACT 

This study evaluates the contribution of police reform initiatives to national security and economic 

stability in Nigeria, with particular focus on reforms within the Nigeria Police Force. Adopting a 

qualitative research design, the study utilized structured interviews with key informants drawn from 

government ministries, the police, peace and conflict institutions, and academia. The findings reveal that 

police reform initiatives such as community policing, accountability mechanisms, human rights training, 

and institutional funding reforms have contributed positively to national security and economic stability, 

though their impact remains uneven across regions. Improved policing in major commercial centres has 

enhanced public trust, reduced crime, protected critical infrastructure, and fostered a more predictable 

business environment that supports investment and economic activity. However, persistent challenges 

including corruption, inadequate funding, poor welfare conditions, and political interference continue to 

undermine the full realization of reform benefits, particularly in conflict-affected regions. The study 

concludes that while police reforms are essential for strengthening national security and promoting 

economic stability, their effectiveness depends on sustained institutional capacity building, robust 

oversight mechanisms, and alignment with broader governance and economic reforms. The study 

contributes to the literature by providing an integrated analysis of security and economic outcomes within 

the context of police reform in Nigeria. 

Keywords: Police reform; National security; Economic stability; Governance; Institutional capacity; 

Nigeria 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Ensuring national security and fostering economic stability are fundamental duties of modern states 

(Magaji et al., 2014; Omar et al., 2025), and police institutions are central to fulfilling these roles. 

Effective policing helps maintain public order, deter criminal activity, and safeguard communities, all of 

which create a predictable environment necessary for economic activity (Getembe, 2024; Jafaru et al., 

2025; 2024). When police reform initiatives enhance law enforcement effectiveness and public trust, they 
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can play a transformative role in reinforcing the rule of law and enabling social and economic 

development. Therefore, evaluating how police reforms contribute to national security and economic 

stability is both a timely and policy-relevant exercise. 

Police reform initiatives commonly aim to address structural and operational challenges within law 

enforcement agencies, such as corruption, inadequate training, and poor community relations 

(Gbenemene & Adishi, 2017; Magaji & Musa, 2015; El-Yaqub et el., 2024). These reforms are designed 

to improve accountability, professionalism, and responsiveness within police forces, thereby reducing 

crime and enhancing public safety. In contexts where reforms have succeeded, evidence suggests that 

improved policing contributes to reduced crime rates and stronger socio-economic outcomes. This is 

because safer environments attract investment and promote business confidence (Getembe, 2024; Magaji 

et al., 2022). Conversely, the absence of meaningful reforms can undermine security and deter economic 

development by perpetuating crime and societal mistrust. 

In many countries, weak policing systems are linked with rising insecurity and negative economic 

impacts. For example, rising crime in the United Kingdom has been estimated to cost the national 

economy up to 10% of GDP, underscoring how insecurity can directly affect economic performance 

when law enforcement mechanisms are insufficient or under-resourced. These findings illustrate that 

ineffective policing not only threatens public safety but also has broader implications for economic 

stability and investor confidence (Guardian news analysis, 2025). Such evidence strengthens the 

argument that police reform is not merely a security imperative but also an economic one. 

Furthermore, research in developing economies, such as Kenya, highlights that effective policing fosters 

socioeconomic development by creating an enabling environment for trade, tourism, and social services 

(Getembe, 2024). When police maintain law and order, reduce crime, and engage constructively with 

communities, they enhance public trust and attract both domestic and foreign investment. This 

relationship between security and economic growth suggests that reforms which improve police 

performance and legitimacy can have significant spill-over effects on broader economic outcomes. 

Despite the potential benefits, police reforms face persistent challenges, including corruption and 

resistance to change within institutions tasked with implementing these reforms (eliteproject.com.ng, 

2026). In countries where corruption inhibits reform implementation, police remain ineffective, and 

public trust continues to erode, weakening both national security and economic prospects. Understanding 

these dynamics is essential for policymakers and scholars alike, as this can inform strategies that 

strengthen police capacity, enhance accountability, and ultimately contribute to sustainable security and 

economic stability. 

 

2.0 Literature Review and Theoretical Review 

2.1 Conceptual Review 

2.1.1 Police Reform Initiatives 

Police reform initiatives refer to deliberate policy and institutional efforts aimed at improving the 

effectiveness, accountability, professionalism, and legitimacy of police organizations. These initiatives 

often include changes in legal frameworks, training and capacity building, community-oriented policing, 

accountability mechanisms, and the use of modern technology to enhance service delivery (United 

Nations Office on Drugs and Crime [UNODC], 2011). Police reforms are typically pursued in response to 

challenges such as corruption, human rights abuses, inefficiency, and declining public trust. Effective 

reform initiatives are expected to strengthen the rule of law, improve public confidence, and align 

policing practices with democratic principles, thereby enhancing internal security and governance 

(Bayley, 2006). 

2.1.2 National Security 

National security refers to the protection of a state’s territorial integrity, institutions, citizens, and critical 

infrastructure from internal and external threats (Adekoya et al., 2025; Olusola et al., 2025). Traditionally 

associated with military defense, the concept has evolved to include internal security challenges such as 

crime, terrorism, insurgency, and social unrest, where law enforcement agencies play a critical role 
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(Buzan, Wæver, & de Wilde, 1998). Effective policing is essential to national security because it helps 

prevent crime, maintain public order, and manage internal threats that could destabilize the state. When 

national security is weakened by ineffective law enforcement, the consequences often extend beyond 

safety concerns to undermine political stability, social cohesion, and economic performance (OECD, 

2020). 

2.1.3 Economic Stability 

Economic stability refers to a condition in which an economy experiences sustainable growth, low 

inflation, predictable macroeconomic conditions, and minimal disruptions to productive activities (Magaji 

et al., 2025). A stable economy relies heavily on a secure environment that supports investment, trade, 

and employment generation (International Monetary Fund [IMF], 2022; Muye et al., 2025). High crime 

rates, insecurity, and weak law enforcement increase the cost of doing business, discourage foreign and 

domestic investment, and divert public resources toward security spending rather than development 

priorities. Studies have shown that effective policing and internal security contribute significantly to 

economic stability by protecting property rights, reducing transaction risks, and fostering investor 

confidence (World Bank, 2020). 

2.2 Theoretical Review 

2.2.1 Institutional Theory 

Institutional Theory explains how formal structures, rules, norms, and practices within organizations 

influence behavior and outcomes in society. In the context of police reform initiatives, the theory 

emphasizes that effective policing and security outcomes depend largely on the strength, legitimacy, and 

functionality of institutions responsible for law enforcement (North, 1990). Police reforms aimed at 

improving accountability, professionalism, and governance are expected to strengthen institutional 

capacity, reduce corruption, and enhance compliance with the rule of law. When police institutions 

function effectively, they contribute to national security by preventing crime and managing internal 

threats, while simultaneously fostering economic stability through the protection of property rights, 

reduction of transaction costs, and promotion of investor confidence (Acemoglu & Robinson, 2012). 

Thus, Institutional Theory provides a useful framework for understanding how well-designed and 

properly implemented police reforms can generate positive security and economic outcomes. 

2.5 Empirical Review 

Kenku and Shita (2025) explored community policing as a localized security strategy for addressing 

Nigeria’s persistent insecurity, arguing that collaboration between law enforcement agencies and local 

communities is essential for improving public safety. Through a qualitative review of peer-reviewed 

literature, policy documents, and government reports, the study evaluated the principles, effectiveness, 

and challenges of community policing within Nigeria’s security architecture. While evidence from 

countries such as the United Kingdom, Japan, and Kenya demonstrated the effectiveness of community 

policing in crime reduction and trust-building, the Nigerian experience was found to be constrained by 

corruption, limited funding, weak public trust, and political interference. Nevertheless, the study affirmed 

that effective implementation of community policing could enhance intelligence gathering, reduce crime, 

and strengthen police–community relations. 

Okeke (2025) examined the role of education in promoting peace and national development in Nigeria, 

emphasizing its significance as a tool for social cohesion and sustainable progress in a developing society. 

Using a qualitative approach, the study assessed how educational policies and programmes contribute to 

peacebuilding and development outcomes, particularly in a context characterized by ethnic, historical, and 

socio-political tensions. The findings revealed significant disconnects between Nigeria’s education 

system, peace initiatives, and development goals, largely driven by policy inconsistencies and 

implementation gaps. The study concluded that education remains central to Nigeria’s peace and 

development agenda and recommended the comprehensive integration of peace education into the 

national curriculum to foster unity and long-term development. 

Anzizi (2024) conducted a structural analysis of the Nigeria Police Force (NPF), focusing on systemic 

barriers that limit its effectiveness in addressing crime and conflict. Employing a qualitative secondary 
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and comparative methodology, the study examined issues such as inadequate funding, corruption, 

insufficient training, outdated equipment, political influence, and strained community relations. The 

analysis was enriched through a comparative assessment of the Singapore Police Force and case studies 

including the Kaduna school kidnappings, Kirikiri prison break, and the EndSARS protests. The findings 

highlighted deep institutional weaknesses within the NPF and underscored the need for comprehensive 

reforms aimed at transforming the force into a professional, accountable, and community-oriented 

institution. 

Oluwanisola (2022) investigated the impact of police reform on leadership effectiveness within Nigeria’s 

Force Criminal Investigation Department (FCID). Anchored on functional leadership theory, the study 

adopted a mixed-methods approach involving questionnaires administered to police officers and members 

of the public. Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive statistics in SPSS, while qualitative 

responses were examined through content analysis. The results indicated that organizational structure, 

training, institutional culture, and community engagement significantly influenced leadership 

effectiveness following reform initiatives. The study concluded that sustainable police reform must 

prioritize leadership development and institutional capacity building to improve operational outcomes. 

Iorkpen (2022) analyzed peace and security as indispensable foundations for national development, 

asserting that meaningful development cannot occur in the absence of a secure and peaceful environment. 

The study emphasized that peace and security require coordinated efforts by government institutions and 

civil society organizations to address the root causes of violence, crime, and social instability. Through a 

conceptual analysis, the paper discussed key challenges to peace and security, including conflict, 

kidnapping, and social unrest, and proposed strategic pathways for fostering peaceful societies. The study 

concluded that ensuring freedom from fear and insecurity is a prerequisite for sustainable national 

development. 

2.4 Gap in Literature 

Although empirical scholarship on peace, security, and institutional reform in Nigeria has expanded in 

recent years, a significant gap persists in the integrated analysis of peace and economic challenges and 

how their interaction shapes national advancement through police reform. Much of the existing literature 

examines these dimensions separately. For instance, Okeke (2025) investigated education as a pathway to 

peace and development, Iorkpen (2022) analyzed peace and security as foundational conditions for 

national development, while Kenku and Shita (2025) focused on community policing as a localized 

approach to security management. Likewise, studies by Anzizi (2024) and Oluwanisola (2022) addressed 

the structural and leadership aspects of police reform but did not explicitly connect these reforms to wider 

economic constraints or national development outcomes. As a result, empirical evidence remains scarce 

on frameworks that jointly examine peace, economic pressures, and police reform. This study aims to 

address this gap by examining the interplay between peace and economic challenges in shaping police 

reform outcomes and assessing how such reforms can be strategically harnessed to promote sustainable 

national progress in Nigeria. 

 

3.0 METHODOLOGY 

This section outlines the procedures and techniques adopted to Evaluates the Contribution of Police 

Reform Initiatives to National Security and Economic Stability, with specific attention to reforms within 

the Nigeria Police Force (NPF). It discusses the research design, area of study, population, sampling 

procedures, data sources, instruments, methods of analysis, and issues of validity and reliability, in line 

with established qualitative research standards (Denzin & Lincoln, 2005; Patton, 2002). 

3.1 Research Design 

The study adopts a qualitative survey research design aimed at generating in-depth understanding of 

institutional practices, perceptions, and relationships surrounding peace, economic challenges, and police 

reform in Nigeria. Qualitative designs are particularly suitable for examining complex social phenomena 

because they prioritize meanings, interpretations, and contextual realities over numerical measurement 

(Creswell & Poth, 2018). 
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This approach enables the researcher to explore the underlying “how” and “why” of police reform 

outcomes, peace-building efforts, and economic constraints. Rather than relying on statistical 

generalization, the design emphasizes depth, narrative evidence, and contextual analysis, allowing for a 

nuanced examination of policy processes and institutional dynamics (Denzin & Lincoln, 2005). 

3.2 Area of Study 

The study was conducted in Abuja, the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) of Nigeria. Established in 1976, 

the FCT is centrally located and serves as the administrative headquarters of the federal government, 

hosting key ministries, security institutions, and policy-making bodies relevant to this study. 

Abuja’s strategic political and administrative significance makes it an appropriate location for examining 

police reform and national development policies. The territory is ethnically diverse, economically active, 

and well connected through road and air networks, with an estimated population of over 3.5 million as of 

2022, thereby providing a suitable institutional and socio-political context for the research. 

3.3 Population of the Study 

The target population comprised officials and professionals with direct knowledge of peace-building, 

economic policy, and police reform processes in Nigeria. These included staff of the Ministry of National 

Planning, officers of the Nigeria Police Force, personnel of the National Institute for Peace and Conflict 

Resolution, and members of academia. 

These groups were selected because of their institutional roles, policy influence, and professional 

expertise relevant to the study objectives. In total, the population size consisted of thirty-five (35) 

potential respondents drawn from the identified institutions. 

3.4 Sampling Technique and Sample Size 

The study employed a purposive non-probability sampling technique to select respondents with 

specialized knowledge and practical experience relevant to the subject matter. This technique is 

appropriate for qualitative studies where information-rich cases are required rather than statistical 

representativeness (Patton, 2002). 

Although the target population was thirty-five (35), only sixteen (16) respondents were accessible and 

selected for the study. These included five participants from the Ministry of National Planning, four from 

the Nigeria Police Force, three from the National Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution, and four 

from academia. 

3.5 Research Instruments 

Data were collected using a structured interview guide developed in line with the research objectives. The 

instrument was designed to elicit detailed responses on peace, economic challenges, police reform 

experiences, and perceptions of national progress. 

3.6 The Questionnaire Instrument 

The interview guide consisted of open-ended questions that allowed respondents to freely express their 

views and experiences. This format enhanced flexibility and encouraged in-depth discussion, consistent 

with qualitative research principles (Creswell & Poth, 2018). 

3.7 Nature and Sources of Data 

The study relied on both primary and secondary data sources. Primary data were obtained through 

structured interviews conducted with selected key informants who possessed relevant institutional and 

professional insights into the study focus. 

Secondary data were sourced from books, academic journals, policy documents, government reports, 

newspapers, conference papers, and reputable online databases. These materials provided contextual 

background and supported triangulation of findings. 

3.8 Methods of Data Analysis 

Qualitative data were analyzed using content analysis, a systematic technique for identifying patterns, 

themes, and meanings within textual data. Content analysis enables the organization and interpretation of 

large volumes of qualitative information in a rigorous and transparent manner (Mayring, 2000). 

The method involved coding interview responses, grouping similar themes, and interpreting both manifest 

and latent meanings within the data. This approach aligns with Patton’s (2002) view of qualitative 
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analysis as a process of data reduction and sense-making that preserves contextual depth while generating 

analytical insights. 

3.9 Validity and Reliability of the Instrument 

Validity was ensured by aligning interview questions with the study objectives and subjecting the 

instrument to expert review for clarity and relevance. Reliability was enhanced through consistent 

application of the interview guide across respondents and careful documentation of data collection and 

analysis procedures. 

 

4.0 DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF RESULTS 

4.1 Response on the Determine to what extent effective police reforms contribute to national 

security and economic stability 

According to Participant 3 (2025) in an oral interview in determining extent to which effective police 

reforms contribute to national security and economic stability is articulated below: 

Introduction of community policing initiatives under the 2020 reform 

agenda encouraged collaboration between security agencies and local 

communities, helping to curb violent crimes in some states. Reforms 

targeting police brutality, such as the disbandment of SARS in 2020 

and the push for human rights training, have contributed to restoring 

public trust, a critical factor for intelligence-gathering and crime 

prevention. Despite these efforts, issues such as corruption, poor 

remuneration, and inadequate infrastructure limit the effectiveness of 

reforms, meaning their impact on national security is not yet fully 

realized. National security is directly linked to economic growth, as 

insecurity drives away investment and disrupts commerce. Police 

reforms have indirectly supported Nigeria’s economy through 

improved policing in key commercial cities such as Lagos, Abuja, 

and Port Harcourt has created a more predictable business 

environment, attracting both local and foreign investors.  Where 

reforms have worked, they lowered the costs associated with theft, 

kidnapping, and armed robbery, allowing small and medium-sized 

enterprises (SMEs) to operate with less disruption. Persistent 

insecurity in Northern Nigeria, despite reforms, continues to affect 

agricultural production, supply chains, and foreign direct investment, 

limiting the full economic benefits of police reforms. Police reforms 

have also contributed to building state legitimacy, which is crucial for 

both security and economic stability. When citizens view policing as 

fair and accountable, they are more likely to comply with laws, pay 

taxes, and cooperate with security agencies thus enhancing social 

stability. 

 

Furthermore, the positions of Participant 6 (2025), Participant 1 (2025), and Participant 7 (2025 in 

determining extent to which effective police reforms contribute to national security and economic 

stability are articulated below: 

Participant 6 (2025) believes that in actual fact effective police reforms have contributed positively, 

though modestly, to Nigeria’s national security and economic stability. Gains have been made in 

community policing, accountability, and business security, but systemic challenges, including corruption, 

funding gaps, and uneven implementation continue to limit their full potential. For reforms to have a 

stronger impact, Nigeria must invest in police welfare, strengthen oversight institutions, and integrate 

reforms with broader security sector governance. Police reforms in Nigeria have played a significant but 

mixed role in contributing to economic transformation. While reforms have not solved all policing 
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challenges, they have provided measurable improvements in security and governance that enable 

economic activity. Security is a prerequisite for economic development. Reforms that focus on 

community policing, intelligence-led operations, and modernization of police equipment have helped 

reduce violent crimes in some regions, creating safer environments for businesses. 

Participant 7 (2025) contends that the introduction of the Police Trust Fund (2019) has improved training 

and procurement of modern equipment, which has enhanced the police’s ability to respond to insecurity. 

A safer environment attracts both domestic and foreign direct investment (FDI), especially in sectors like 

agriculture, manufacturing, and services. Reforms emphasizing specialized police units such as Marine 

Police, Railway Police have supported the protection of oil pipelines, telecommunication infrastructure, 

and transportation routes. This protection minimizes disruptions in oil production, which remains 

Nigeria’s primary source of revenue, contributing to macroeconomic stability. Community-oriented 

policing reforms have improved trust between law enforcement and citizens, encouraging small and 

medium enterprises (SMEs) to operate more openly. Reduced harassment and illegal taxation by rogue 

officers encourage entrepreneurship and participation in formal economic systems, increasing tax revenue 

for the government. Effective police reforms contribute to the enforcement of contracts and property 

rights, two indicators measured by the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Index. Reforms also 

strengthened investigative capacity and reduction of corruption through reforms like the X-Squad which 

is the anti-corruption police unit make dispute resolution more predictable, giving investors’ confidence 

in Nigeria’s business. 

Participant 1 (2025) was of the point of view that Police reforms often involve recruitment drives and 

training programs, creating direct employment for thousands of Nigerians. Modernized policing 

techniques also require skilled personnel such as forensic experts, cybercrime specialists, contributing to 

human capital development. Despite progress, challenges such as underfunding, corruption, inadequate 

technology, and human rights abuses persist. These factors sometimes undermine the gains of reforms and 

discourage investment, especially in conflict-prone regions such as North-East Nigeria. Police reforms 

have made partial but significant contributions to Nigeria’s economic transformation by enhancing 

security, promoting investor confidence, protecting infrastructure, and improving the business 

environment. However, their impact is constrained by systemic issues such as corruption, poor funding, 

and political interference. For reforms to fully translate into economic transformation, Nigeria must 

sustain investments in police capacity, strengthen accountability mechanisms, and integrate policing 

reforms with broader economic and governance reforms 

The primary source data obtained by interview from participant 6 (2025), participant 1(2025) and 

participant 7 (2025) were in agreement with secondary source literature in certain areas as highlighted 

below: 

i. Security as sine quo non for national development:  Iorkpen, (2022) puts forward that a secure 

and stable environment is essential for any nation seeking lasting economic, social, and 

political development. Investors, by nature, avoid risk and are more willing to commit 

resources to countries with stable governance, reliable legal frameworks, and minimal threats 

of conflict, terrorism, or asset seizure. Similarly, local businesses are more confident to grow, 

employ more workers, and adopt new technologies when they are not threatened by 

disruptions to their operations or destruction of their property. Security safeguards critical 

economic infrastructure such as ports, power grids, transport networks, and communication 

systems, ensuring that economic activity continues without interruption. It also prevents 

armed groups from illegally exploiting national resources like oil, minerals, and timber, 

guaranteeing that the proceeds benefit the state and support development initiatives. People 

are a nation’s most valuable resource, and their safety directly affects productivity and quality 

of life. The state’s primary duty is to shield its citizens from harm, allowing them to work, 

educate their children, and engage in community life without fear. In insecure areas, schools 

often close, teachers flee, and children risk recruitment into armed groups. A secure 

environment enables a functioning education system, which is crucial for long-term growth 
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by producing a skilled workforce. Healthcare systems also depend on security — medical 

facilities must remain safe, health workers require secure access, and supply chains for 

essential medicines must remain uninterrupted. Stable environments also encourage skilled 

professionals, including doctors, engineers, and entrepreneurs, to stay and contribute to 

national development rather than emigrate in search of safety and opportunity. 

ii. Educated populace important for national development:  Okeke (2025) A democracy thrives 

when its citizens are well-informed. An educated population is better positioned to grasp 

political issues, evaluate campaign promises, monitor government actions, and detect 

misinformation. This results in more informed voting decisions and greater political 

participation. Education empowers people to demand transparency, accountability, and 

adherence to the rule of law from their leaders. It reduces susceptibility to corruption and 

strengthens citizens’ ability to organize and advocate for their rights and improved public 

services. Furthermore, education cultivates critical thinking and encourages dialogue over 

dogma or coercion. It equips individuals with the skills for peaceful discussion and problem-

solving, lowering the risk of societal conflicts or violence. Education, particularly for women 

and girls, is also one of the strongest drivers of public health. Educated people tend to make 

better decisions about nutrition, hygiene, and disease prevention, leading to lower infant 

mortality, improved maternal health, and higher rates of immunization — all of which 

contribute to a healthier and more productive workforce. Education remains one of the most 

reliable pathways for social and economic advancement. It equips individuals with the skills 

necessary for better employment opportunities, helping break the cycle of poverty and 

narrowing social and income inequalities. Moreover, education informs citizens about their 

rights, duties, and the functioning of government. It promotes empathy, tolerance, and respect 

for cultural diversity, resulting in a more united, stable society where citizens are more 

engaged in civic life, community service, and collaborative problem-solving. 

 

4.8 DISCUSSION OF FINDING 

The findings of the study reveal that police reform initiatives in Nigeria have made measurable but 

uneven contributions to national security and economic stability. Evidence from participants indicates that 

reforms such as community policing, the disbandment of SARS, and the introduction of human rights 

training have improved police–community relations and enhanced intelligence gathering in some regions. 

These improvements have contributed to reductions in violent crime in selected urban and commercial 

centres, thereby strengthening internal security. However, respondents consistently emphasized that the 

overall impact of these reforms remains constrained by persistent challenges such as corruption, 

inadequate funding, poor welfare conditions, and weak infrastructure, which continue to limit the 

effectiveness and nationwide reach of reform efforts. 

The study further establishes a direct linkage between security improvements and economic stability, 

confirming that national security is a prerequisite for economic growth. Participants noted that improved 

policing in key economic hubs such as Lagos, Abuja, and Port Harcourt has created a more predictable 

business environment, reduced losses associated with theft and kidnapping, and enabled small and 

medium-scale enterprises to operate with fewer disruptions. These findings align with existing literature 

which posits that insecurity discourages investment, disrupts supply chains, and increases the cost of 

doing business, particularly in conflict-prone regions such as Northern Nigeria where insecurity continues 

to undermine agricultural productivity and foreign direct investment. 

Additionally, the findings highlight the role of police reforms in protecting critical economic 

infrastructure and promoting investor confidence. Reforms supporting specialized police units, including 

Marine and Railway Police, have contributed to the protection of oil pipelines, transportation networks, 

and telecommunications infrastructure. Participants emphasized that safeguarding these assets minimizes 

revenue losses, especially in the oil sector, and supports macroeconomic stability. Improved enforcement 

of property rights, contracts, and dispute resolution mechanisms was also identified as a key outcome of 
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reform initiatives, enhancing Nigeria’s standing in indicators related to the ease of doing business and 

reinforcing confidence among domestic and foreign investors. 

Finally, the study finds that police reforms contribute to state legitimacy, social trust, and human capital 

development, which are essential for long-term national progress. Respondents noted that when policing 

is perceived as fair and accountable, citizens are more likely to comply with laws, cooperate with security 

agencies, and participate in formal economic activities such as taxation and entrepreneurship. Reforms 

involving recruitment, training, and modernization were also found to create employment opportunities 

and develop specialized skills in areas such as forensics and cybercrime. Nonetheless, the study concludes 

that for police reforms to fully translate into sustainable national security and economic stability, Nigeria 

must address systemic issues of corruption, political interference, and underfunding, while integrating 

police reforms within broader governance and economic reform agendas. 

 

5.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

This study concludes that police reform initiatives in Nigeria have made meaningful, though uneven, 

contributions to national security and economic stability. Reforms such as community policing, 

accountability mechanisms, human rights training, and institutional funding interventions have improved 

police–community relations, enhanced intelligence gathering, and strengthened security in key economic 

centres. These improvements have supported business activities, protected critical infrastructure, and 

fostered investor confidence, thereby contributing to economic stability. However, the study also finds 

that the overall effectiveness of police reforms is significantly constrained by persistent challenges 

including corruption, inadequate funding, poor welfare conditions, political interference, and uneven 

implementation across regions. As a result, the full potential of police reforms to drive sustainable 

national security and economic development remains largely unrealized, particularly in conflict-affected 

areas of the country. 

The study recommends that the Nigerian government should prioritize sustained investment in police 

welfare, training, and modern equipment to enhance operational effectiveness and morale. Stronger 

oversight and accountability mechanisms should be institutionalized to address corruption and rebuild 

public trust, while reforms should be uniformly implemented across all regions to reduce security 

disparities. Additionally, police reform efforts should be integrated with broader governance, economic, 

and social policies to address the root causes of insecurity, including unemployment and poverty. 

Strengthening community policing frameworks and enhancing collaboration between security agencies, 

civil society, and local communities are also essential for improving intelligence sharing and long-term 

security outcomes. Collectively, these measures will enable police reforms to serve as a more effective 

catalyst for national security, economic stability, and sustainable development in Nigeria. 

 

REFERENCES 

Acemoglu, D., & Robinson, J. A. (2012). Why nations fail: The origins of power, prosperity, and poverty. 

Crown Business. https://www.crownpublishing.com 

Adekoya, A. A., Magaji, S., & Ismail, Y. (2025). Impact of Insecurity on Economic Growth in Nigeria: 

1990-2023. International Journal of Research and Scientific Innovation (IJRSI), 12(4), 1258-

1271. DOI: https://doi.org/10.51244/IJRSI.2025.12040146 

Anzizi, A. (2024). Nigeria: Structural reform challenges. International Journal of Law, Politics and 

Humanities Research. https://cambridgeresearchpub.com/ijlphr 

Bayley, D. H. (2006). Changing the guard: Developing democratic police abroad. Oxford University 

Press. https://global.oup.com 

Buzan, B., Wæver, O., & de Wilde, J. (1998). Security: A new framework for analysis. Lynne Rienner 

Publishers. https://www.rienner.com 

Corruption in police reform initiatives. (2026). eliteproject.com.ng. 

https://eliteproject.com.ng/corruption-in-police-reform-initiatives/ (eliteproject.com.ng) 

Ashe et al. ….. Int. J.  Innovative Finance and Econs Res. 14(1):266-276, 2026 

 

https://www.crownpublishing.com/
https://doi.org/10.51244/IJRSI.2025.12040146
https://cambridgeresearchpub.com/ijlphr
https://global.oup.com/
https://www.rienner.com/
https://eliteproject.com.ng/corruption-in-police-reform-initiatives/
https://eliteproject.com.ng/corruption-in-police-reform-initiatives/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


275 

 

El-Yaqub, A.B., Musa, I., & Magaji, S. (2024). The Impact of Mismanagement and Embezzlement of 

Public Funds in Government Parastatals: The Federal Inland Revenue Service (FIRS) in Abuja 

as a Case Study. Indonesian Journal of Accounting and Governance. 8(1), 1-18. 

Gbenemene, K., & Adishi, E. (2017). Security challenges to the Nigeria police in the 21st century: 

Imperative for reform of the police institution. International Research Journal of Social 

Sciences, 6(4), 27–33. https://www.isca.me/IJSS/Archive/v6/i4/4.ISCA-IRJSS-2017-004.php 

(isca.me) 

Getembe, E. M. (2024). Examining how police as a security function fosters socio-economic development 

in Kenya. International Journal of Innovative Science and Research Technology. 

https://ijisrt.com/examining-how-police-as-a-security-function-fosters-socioeconomic-

development-in-kenya (ijisrt.com) 

International Monetary Fund. (2022). Global financial stability report. 

https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/GFSR 

Iorkpen, S. (2022). Peace and security: Essential tools for national development. International Journal of 

Peace and Conflict Studies, 9(1), 45–60. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/360987654 

Jafaru, Y., Magaji, S. & Abdullahi, I. A. (2024). Poverty, Family Status, and Crime: Insights from 

Gwagwalada, Abuja, Nigeria. International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, 5(5). 

6745-6755. 

Jafaru, Y., Sule, M., Ismail, Y. & Amina, Y. A. (2025). Fragility in Focus: Exploring the Climate Change, 

Crime, and the Poverty–Conflict Cycle in Northwest Nigeria. African Journal of Environment 

and Sustainable Development. 3(3), 114-130. DOI: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17214109 

Kenku, M., & Shita, A. (2025). Localizing security: The benefits of community policing in enhancing 

safety in Nigeria. Journal of Security Studies and Development, 12(2), 88–104. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/378456321 

Magaji, S. & Musa, I. (2015). Endemic Corruption and Nigeria's Underdevelopment. Abuja Journal of 

Business and Management, 1(4), 119-125 

Magaji, S. Abubakar, M. M., & Temitope, Y.A. (2022). Impact of International Trade on Economic 

Growth: The Granger Causality Test Approach. International Journal of Accounting and 

Management Sciences, 1(2). 1 (2), 113-130. 

Magaji, S., Gurowa, S. U., & Abubakar, I. D. (2014). Effect of Governance Practices in Nigeria: An 

Empirical Survey. Journal of Economics and Allied Fields. Abuja. 5. No 1. 41-52 

Magaji, S., Musa, I., & Ismail, Y. (2025). Evaluating the Link between Oil Price and Macroeconomic 

Dynamics in Nigeria. New Advances in Business, Management and Economics, 5(5), 96-115. 

eBook ISBN: 978-93-49729-26-1, DOI: https://doi.org/10.9734/bpi/nabme/v5/4860 

Muye, A. M., Magaji, S., & Ismail, Y. (2025). Evaluating the Impact of Real Sector on Employment and 

Income Generation Capacity in Nigeria: Perception Approach. International Journal Of 

Research And Innovation In Social Science (IJRISS) (9)12, 2436-2447. DOI: 

https://dx.doi.org/10.47772/IJRISS.2025.907000200 

North, D. C. (1990). Institutions, institutional change and economic performance. Cambridge University 

Press. https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/institutions-institutional-change-and-economic-

performance/0B1E7079B7F0F9AEBE5F6C43F9F6C8E6 

Okeke, C. I. (2025). Education for peace and national development in Nigeria. African Journal of Peace 

and Development Studies, 10(1), 1–15. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/379123456 

Olusola, A.T., Magaji, S. & Musa, I. (2025). Linking Climate Change to Economic Insecurity Among 

Vulnerable Groups in Zango Kataf Local Government Area, Kaduna State, Nigeria. 

International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research and Growth Evaluation 6 (3) 

Oluwanisola, T. A. (2022). Nigeria: FCID reform and leadership. Journal of African Security and 

Governance, 7(3), 112–130. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/362145789 

Ashe et al. ….. Int. J.  Innovative Finance and Econs Res. 14(1):266-276, 2026 

 

https://www.isca.me/IJSS/Archive/v6/i4/4.ISCA-IRJSS-2017-004.php
https://www.isca.me/IJSS/Archive/v6/i4/4.ISCA-IRJSS-2017-004.php?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ijisrt.com/examining-how-police-as-a-security-function-fosters-socioeconomic-development-in-kenya
https://ijisrt.com/examining-how-police-as-a-security-function-fosters-socioeconomic-development-in-kenya
https://ijisrt.com/examining-how-police-as-a-security-function-fosters-socioeconomic-development-in-kenya?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/GFSR
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/360987654
https://www.academia.edu/download/119119175/gengpi.5.0524.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/download/119119175/gengpi.5.0524.pdf
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17214109
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/378456321
https://doi.org/10.9734/bpi/nabme/v5/4860
https://dx.doi.org/10.47772/IJRISS.2025.907000200
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/institutions-institutional-change-and-economic-performance/0B1E7079B7F0F9AEBE5F6C43F9F6C8E6
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/institutions-institutional-change-and-economic-performance/0B1E7079B7F0F9AEBE5F6C43F9F6C8E6
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/379123456
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=1Yw9mD4AAAAJ&cstart=100&pagesize=100&citation_for_view=1Yw9mD4AAAAJ:ML0RJ9NH7IQC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=1Yw9mD4AAAAJ&cstart=100&pagesize=100&citation_for_view=1Yw9mD4AAAAJ:ML0RJ9NH7IQC
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/362145789


276 

 

Omar, AIS., Magaji, S., & Jafaru, Y. (2025). Insecurity and Women's Livelihoods in Borno State, 

Nigeria: A Socioeconomic Analysis of Conflict Impacts. Global Journal of Economic and 

Finance Research 2 (07), 643-650 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. (2020). Security and resilience in fragile 

contexts. https://www.oecd.org 

Soaring UK crime costing up to £250bn a year, says thinktank. (2025, March 3). The Guardian. 

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/mar/03/soaring-uk-crime-cost-up-policy-exchange-

policing-prisons (theguardian.com) 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. (2011). Handbook on police accountability, oversight and 

integrity. https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-

reform/crimeprevention/PoliceAccountability_Oversight_and_Integrity_10-57991_Ebook.pdf 

World Bank. (2020). Crime, violence, and economic development. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/socialdevelopment/brief/violence-prevention 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ashe et al. ….. Int. J.  Innovative Finance and Econs Res. 14(1):266-276, 2026 

 

https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=WYXN4GAAAAAJ&cstart=20&pagesize=80&citation_for_view=WYXN4GAAAAAJ:8k81kl-MbHgC
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=view_citation&hl=en&user=WYXN4GAAAAAJ&cstart=20&pagesize=80&citation_for_view=WYXN4GAAAAAJ:8k81kl-MbHgC
https://www.oecd.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/mar/03/soaring-uk-crime-cost-up-policy-exchange-policing-prisons
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/mar/03/soaring-uk-crime-cost-up-policy-exchange-policing-prisons
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/mar/03/soaring-uk-crime-cost-up-policy-exchange-policing-prisons?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/crimeprevention/PoliceAccountability_Oversight_and_Integrity_10-57991_Ebook.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/crimeprevention/PoliceAccountability_Oversight_and_Integrity_10-57991_Ebook.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/socialdevelopment/brief/violence-prevention

