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ABSTRACT

Onomatology is the study of the origins of a name and its historical and present function, both as an
individual phenomenon and as part of a system. Names and their usage can also be used as sources for the
study of human relations at various levels and accordingly can provide input for studies in the fields of
archaeology, history, sociology and psychology. This work examines only some of the traditional
(personal) names of Bade land. The objective of the research is to obtain knowledge about the occurrence
of difference types of names in linguistic, chronological, geographical and social variations in Bade land.
An important goal is to identify the meaning of a name, both etymologically (the origins of the name) and
semantically (the meaning), and to discover how both the name and its usage have evolved over time. The
research adopts Raper (1987) model of approach where it states that, the reference-fixing descriptive
content is associated with a proper name; that constitutes the meaning of that name as that entity satisfies
the descriptive content associated with the name as well the theory’s central idea, that the name refers to
whatever is linked to it in the appropriate way (Wappa & Abanga, 2011). By using purposive sampling
technique, the study obtained 54 Bade traditional/personal names from 60 respondents in three (3)
randomly selectedcasual villages of Bade and Jakusko LGAs respectively totaling six villages. The result
shows that high percentage of Bade traditional names were circumstantial.

Keywords: onomatology, Bade, Traditional (Personal) Names

1.1 INTRODUCTION

Onomatology or research into names is concerned with the meaning of names, how long they have been
in existence, how they have been used, and what they can tell us about society in the past and present.
Onomatologist study the origin of a name and its historical and present function, both as an individual
phenomenon and as part of a system. Our work examines the traditional names of Bade people. This
research would obtain knowledge about the occurrence of different types of names in linguistic,
chronological geographical and social variations. An important goal is to identify the meaning of a name,
both etymologically (the origin of the name) and semantically (the meaning attach to the name), and to
discover how both the name and its usage have evolved over time.

This study titled “An Onomatological Survey of Bade Traditional Names” seeks to document, analyze,
and interpret the meanings, linguistic structures, and cultural functions of personal names among the Bade
people of Yobe State, Nigeria. Traditional Bade names serve as an important linguistic and
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anthropological record that reflects the people’s worldview, values, history, and social identity. However,
the increasing influence of Western and Islamic naming practices has led to a gradual decline in the use
and understanding of these indigenous names.

The project is therefore designed to fill a gap in linguistic and cultural documentation by conducting a
comprehensive onomatological survey that captures the morphology, semantics, and sociocultural
motivations behind Bade personal names. The findings will contribute to African onomastics, Chadic
linguistics, and the preservation of endangered cultural heritage.

The research will adopt a qualitative descriptive design supported by field-based data collection. Primary
data will be gathered through oral interviews, focus group discussions, and structured questionnaires
administered to elders, parents, and community leaders in selected Bade-speaking areas such as Gashua,
Nguru, and Dapchi. Secondary data will be

Onomatology is primarily a linguistic discipline, but one with strong cross-disciplinary applications.
Etymology and semantics are core aspects of the discipline, and applied more widely this research
provides the basis for new knowledge about natural and cultural history. The most important categories of
names are place names and personal names, but areas of study also include animal names, boat names,
brand names, the names given to official measures etc. Other aspects of the field are concerned with
names as cultural heritage, names as means of communication and names as carriers of identity. This
research addresses personal hames among the Bade people and considers naming as an important aspect
of the Bade society. The research looks at Bade names within the scope of anthroponomastics. It
considers names as not being based on individual discretion labels but socio-cultural tags that have socio-
cultural functions and meanings.

1.2 The Bade People

The land inhabited by Bade emirate lies between latitude 11°50 and 12° 55 North and longitude 10° 35
and 11° 15 East. The Bade area is located in the North Western part of Yobe State of Nigeria. The emirate
secretariat is situated at Gashua, capital of Bade Local Government. The area has a land mass of 5094
square kilometres?. The area is bounded to the West by Zaki, Gamawa Local Government and Katagum
Local Government Areas in Bauchi State. To the South, the emirate share borders with Nangere and Fune
Local Government in Yobe State, and to the North, the area is bounded with Yusufari and Karasuwa
Local Government Areas, to the East the area shares borders with Bursari Local Government Area in
Yobe State

The word “Bade” According to Chris (1995) refers both to the people as well as the language it is a
Chadic languages spoken in Bade and Jakusko local Government Areas of Yobe State. According to
Greenberg (1963), Newman (1977) and Schuh (1981), Bade language is classified in the group “B” sub-
branch of west Chadic, under the Afroasiatic phylum. This phylum is represented in the following
diagram below adopted from Greenberg (1963).

Figure 1 AFRICAN LANGUAGE CLASSIFICATION

AFRO-ASIATIC PHYLUM |

| | | | |
Chadic Berber Cushitic Semetic Ancient-Egypt

Within the Chadic family, four sub-families have been identified. Some of the sub-families consist of sub-groups A

and B, as shown below:

Figure 2 CHADIC LANGUAGE CLASSIFICATION
West-Cmr@mmmnj—Eﬁfmvag—" - i - i
A B Biu Mandara A| B| Masa
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Hausa Bade A B kera Dongla Zeme
Bole Wariji Kilba Kotoko Sumari  Mokolo
Angas  Ngizim Bura Gida Lele Sokoro
Zar Marghi ~ Musgo

The administrative centre of Bade Emirate is Gashua which lies at the Northeastern corner of the Bade-
speaking area. Bade is dialectically diverse with some dialect areas, the speech of every village has
idiosyncrasies. However, there are three main dialect varieties as follows: Western, Southern and Gashu'a
Bade, and it is a tonal language as well (Schuh, 2007). According to the record of the census conducted
by the National Population Commission in 2006, the population of Bade people stood at 267,311, while
the estimates of speakers of Bade population stood at 362,062 as at 2010 (Salisu, 2010). Their closest
linguistic relatives are Ngizim, spoken to the South, around Potiskum and Xuwai, spoken to the East of
Gashu'a.

The geography of Bade area is also very important in the study of the history of people. The importance
or relevance of the physical environment to the interpretation of the course of human history cannot be
over emphasized. Also geography is fundamental in the interpretation of tradition of origins and
migration.

Bade emirate topography consists of flat upland and lowland plains. The upland plains are found in the
area, to the west the vast plain extended well into Hausa land. The most notable landform in the area is
the extensive swamp or swampy water coursed fed by Kumadugu- Yobe River. Around Gashua which is
the capital of Bade local government in the Eastern and western parts of it are extensive marshlands.
According to wetland project report, the lower basin east of Gashua contains approximately 600 square
kilometres flood plain. The river flow decreases rapidly after the peaks have passed. The flooding of
lowland plain starts in August and the undated area researches its greatest extend at the beginning of
October and never Zero in March. However, many swamps, pools and oxbows across the flood plain
remain throughout the day season even years with low run-off. The major wetlands are found in the
guadrangle Hadejia-Katagum-Gashua-Nguru, an area with many interlacing shallow water course, ox-
bow lakes and extensive swamps. Generally, the entire area has almost a flat topography with slightly
undulating surface.

The main occupations of Bade people are farming and fishing with few men involved in other forms of
commerce and trading. The stable foods are millet, guinea corn, maize and rice. Wheat, rice and vegetable
farming constitute some of the main activities, of the Fadama system. Groundnut, cassava, okra, beans
and melon are cultivated for both domestic and commercial purposes (Gusau, 1990; Ibrahim, 1991 and
Salisu, 2010).

1.2.1 Bade Dialects

The Bade language consists of a group of dialects of varying degrees of mutual intelligibility. It belongs
to one of the main subgroups within the West Chadic branch of the Chadic family. Greenberg (1963) lists
five different languages in this subgroup, but, to Schuh (1975) apparently only two of these languages are
still spoken, viz. Bade and Ngizim. Schuh (ibid) further noted that, Ngizim is geographically separate
from the Bade dialect complex and has a different name. However, three major dialect groups of Bade
can be distinguished. Each of these groups has varying degrees of internal divergence; Gashua Bade (GB)
is spoken in Gashua and to the south and west of Gashua. A definite subgroup is formed by Southern and
Western Bade (SB and WB). Western Bade, which is the largest dialect area, both geographically and in
terms of number of speakers, is spoken in an area which has the old Bade capital of Gorgoram (actually
Gokaram) somewhat south of its center. Southern Bade is spoken to the South of GB and to the
Southeast of WB (cf. Schuh, 1975).

1.3 Despite the centrality of names to identity and cultural heritage, studies on African onomastology
have been uneven, with greater attention given to larger ethnic groups such as Yoruba, Hausa, and Igbo.
The Bade language, though part of the Chadic group with considerable linguistic interest (Schuh, 1981,
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Newman, 1990), has received little scholarly attention in terms of onomastics. Consequently, the
traditional names of the Bade people remain under-documented and under-analysed.
The absence of systematic research on Bade names creates several problems:
1. Cultural Erosion - as Arabic and Western names replace indigenous ones, traditional Bade names
risk extinction.
2. Loss of Meaning — without documentation, the semantic, historical, and cultural insights
embedded in these names may be permanently lost.
3. Academic Gap — while general works on Chadic linguistics exist, there is little to no detailed
onomastological analysis of Bade anthroponomy.
4.  Crisis- young Bade speakers increasingly grow up without knowledge of the socio-cultural
significance of their indigenous names.
This study addresses these gaps by collecting, categorizing, and analysing traditional Bad names, thereby
preserving them for posterity and making them available for comparative linguistic and cultural research.
1.4 To conduct an onomatological survey of traditional Bade personal nhames in order to document and
analyse their linguistic and cultural significance.
Specific objectives:
1. To classify the different types of names found in the Bade naming system;
2. To examine the morphological structures and semantic meanings of bade traditional names;
3. To analyse the cultural and historical contexts that shape Bade naming practices;
4. To highlight the functions and roles of names in identity formation, social relations, and cultural
preservation.
To assess the impact of external factors (e.g., Islam, globalization) on Bade naming traditions.
15 Significance of the Study
Onomatological study is one of the most important studies of human lives, living in the streets and towns
which also have proper names by which they are identified. Pets and spiritual beings also have proper
names by which human beings identify them. In fact, names are hugely important both culturally and
politically in human lives. Explaining the names and their usage can be used as sources of human relation
at various levels and accordingly can provide input for the studies in the fields of archeology, history,
sociology and even psychology. This study will help to explore the historical origin of Bade traditional
names; their usage and societal influence. To this end, while the study provides information about the
cultural and semantic connotations of bade traditional names, it will serve as reference material in
subsequent studies.
2.0 Introduction
The literature review focuses on re-levant literature on onomastology, African naming practices, and
Bade studies. It highlights theoretical frameworks and situates Bade naming traditions within broader
linguistic and cultural scholarship.
The Concept of Onomastology
Previous studies on Nigerian onomastics have largely concentrated on major ethnolinguistic groups such
as Yoruba, Igbho, and Hausa (Moruwawon et al., 2023; Mensah, 2024). In contrast, onomastic research
among minority Chadic groups remains sparse, despite their rich and complex naming traditions. Bedu
and Modu (2024) provided a preliminary classification of Bade anthroponyms, identifying structural and
semantic categories but giving less attention to the socio-pragmatic contexts and ideological meanings
that names embody. The socio-onomastic approach adopted in more recent studies emphasizes the
relationship between names, identity, and communicative context (Uwen & Ekpang, 2022). This
theoretical orientation aligns with the present study’s aim to explore how Bade personal names act as
social texts that encode collective values and individual expression within a multilingual and multicultural
setting.
The primary objectives of this study are to (1) identify and classify the types of personal names used
among the Bade people; (2) analyze their semantic, morphological, and sociocultural characteristics; and
(3) examine how these naming practices reflect cultural identity, worldview, and social change. By
documenting and interpreting the onomastic patterns of the Bade, the study contributes to preserving
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linguistic heritage and promoting awareness of Nigeria’s lesser-studied languages. Beyond its linguistic
significance, this research offers insights into how communities negotiate identity and continuity through
names in the face of globalization, religion, and language contact. Consequently, it fills an important gap
in Nigerian socio-onomastic scholarship and contributes to broader discussions on the interrelation of
language, culture, and identity in Africa.

3.0 METHODOLOGY
3.0.1Research Design
The study adopts a qualitative descriptive research design. This approach is suitable because the goal is
not statistical generalization but an in-depth understanding of the forms, meanings, and functions of
traditional names within the Bade community.
The design also incorporates elements of ethno linguistic fieldwork, allowing cultural interpretation
alongside linguistic analysis.
3.0.2 Population of the Study
The population consists of Bade people in Yobe State , particularly in towns and villages such as Gashua,
Katamma, Arvane, Dagona, Usur, Dachia, Yin, Amshi, Kunu, Matakudkum, Gwayo, Dumbari, Gasi, and
other Bade — speaking areas. These communities were selected because they represent the cultural and
linguistic heartland of the Bade people.
The population includes:

e Elders and traditional custodians (oral historians);

e arents and naming ceremony participants;

e Community leaders and religious figure;

e Youths for comparative perspectives on contemporary naming practices.

» Sampling Techniques and Sample Size

The study employs purposive sampling to identity individuals knowledgeable about traditional names.
Elders, chiefs, and cultural custodians are prioritized because they possess oral knowledge of older
naming traditions.
A sample size of approximately 100-120 names will be collected, categorized and analysed. This is
considered adequate for identifying patterns while remaining manageable for qualitative analysis.
3.1 Methods of Data Collection

Oral interviews — with elders, parents and cultural custodians to elicit meanings, stories, and

contexts of names.

e Archival Sources- consultation of local records, cultural association documents, and existing
studies for references to Bade names.

e Participant Observation — attending naming ceremonies to observe practices, rituals, and
contexts of name assignment.

» Instruments of Data Collectio
o Interview Guide —semi-structured questions to guide discussions with informants;
e Questionnaire — open-ended questions distributed to literate members of the community;

e Audio Recording —to capture pronunciation and oral explanations;
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o Field Notes — for cultural observations and additional commentary.
3.3 Method of Data Analysis
Data analysis will proceed in three stages:
o Classification — names will be grouped into categories (circumstantial, theophoric, occupational,
commemorative, descriptive, etc.).
e Linguistic Analysis — morphological segmentation and semantic interpretation will be carried
out.

Cultural interpretation — the cultural, historical, and social meanings of names will

40 DISCUSSION
Roncevi¢ (2010) as in wappa & Abanga (2011:78), says name stock can be viewed as an important
monument to the ethnolinguistic heritage of the people who created and used them. Bade traditional
names which are drawn from their cultural practices can be categorized and be glossed as follows:
e be analysed within the broader worldview of the Bade people.
This analysis will draw upon linguistic frameworks (morphology and semantics) and anthropological
approaches (culturalsemiotics, ethnolinguistics)
3.4 Expected Output/Results
The expected output/results of an onomatological (onomastic) survey of Bade traditional names would
generally include a structured analysis and documentation of the naming practices among the Bade people
(an ethnic group primarily found in Yobe State, Nigeria). Here's what those results might typically
contain:
e Catalog of Bade Traditional Names
A comprehensive list of male and female names
Categorized by:
Gender
Social status or lineage
Circumstances of birth
Naming order (e.qg., first-born, twins, etc.)
o Etymology and Meaning
The linguistic roots of each name
Literal translations into English or Hausa
Cultural or metaphorical meanings (e.g., names that reflect hope, hardship, gratitude, etc.)
¢ Name Typologies and Classification

Classification of names based on:
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Thematic categories (e.g., religious, praise, nature, war, peace)
Anthroponym types (e.g., theophoric, occupational, descriptive, situational)
Structural features (prefixes, suffixes, compound forms)
e Cultural and Historical Context
Traditional naming ceremonies and rituals
Influence of Islam or other religions on naming patterns
Evolution of naming practices before and after colonization or modernization
Names that indicate social roles, e.g., kingship, warriors, hunters, etc.
e Sociolinguistic Patterns
How naming reflects:
Social identity
Ethnic pride
Community beliefs or values
Frequency of certain names in modern vs. traditional settings
e Gender Differences in Naming
Names exclusive to males or females
Unisex names, if any
Names that carry gender-specific expectations or roles
e Influence of Other Languages or Cultures
Loanwords or hybrid names due to:
Hausa influence
Arabic (Islamic names)
Colonial/Western contact
e Endangered or Rare Names
Names that are:
Rarely used today
At risk of extinction
Possible causes (e.g., migration, religion, assimilation)
e Naming Conventions
Structure and syntax of Bade names
Order of names (e.g., personal name vs. family name)
Use of nicknames or praise names
Suggestions for preservation of traditional names

Inclusion in Bade language education or documentation efforts
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Role of elders and local institutions in reviving naming culture
o Classification of Bade Names
By gender: Male, female, and unisex names.
By structure:
Simple names (e.g., one-word names).
Compound names (names formed from phrases or multiple elements).
By origin:
Indigenous names.
Names borrowed from Arabic, Hausa, or other neighboring languages.
e Etymological Analysis
Identification of roots and meanings of Bade names.
Breakdowns of names into morphemes (smallest units of meaning).
Example: A name meaning “born during harvest” might include root words for “birth” and “harvest.”
e Semantic Fields
Thematic categories of meanings:
Names based on birth circumstances (e.g., time, season, event).
Names signifying ancestral lineage.
Names reflecting social status or occupation.
Religious/spiritual names.
Nature-related names (e.g., sun, rain, animals).
e Sociolinguistic Insights
How names reflect:
Cultural values and belief systems.
Gender roles and family structures.
Influence of Islam, colonialism, or modernity on haming.
Differences between rural vs urban naming trends.
Shifts in naming practices over generations.
e Naming Conventions and Practices
Traditions around:
When and how names are given.
Naming after elders, ancestors, or events.
Use of nicknames, praise names, or secret names.

Presence of taboos or restrictions in name use.
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o Gendered Naming Patterns
Differences in:
Name meanings for boys vs girls.
Expected roles embedded in names.
Frequency of shared vs distinct names across genders.

e Comparative Analysis

Comparison of Bade names with those of neighboring ethnic groups (e.g., Hausa, Kanuri).

Influence from Islamic naming systems (e.g., Arabic names).
Name Frequency Data
Most popular traditional names among the Bade.
Rare or endangered names that are falling out of use.
New/modern names replacing older ones.

e Documentation and Preservation

Compilation of a Bade name lexicon or dictionary.

Archival of names with audio recordings for correct pronunciation.

Support for language revitalization efforts.

e Cultural and Educational Applications
Use of name data in:
Curriculum development for schools in Bade areas.
Cultural festivals and identity programs.

Naming guides for young parents.

e Summary Table (Example Format):

Name Gender Meaning Category Notes
1. Ngizam Male Born at dawn Birth Circumstance Common in
Jakusko

2. Tazali Female. Blessing. Spiritual Also found among Kanuri

3. Fannami Male God's gift Religious Religious belief

4. Abdam/Abdamb | Male/female Manner of birth Birth on transit A name given to a child that

e was born while his/her mother

is on transit.

5. Adiga/Yabo Male given name | Twins Birth after male | A name given to a female twin
whose parner is child child whose partner is a male.
male

6.Ago/awo First born male | First male child First male child Name given to first born male
child in family child in a family.

7.Aktavi First male twin | First male twin Male child A name given to a male first
child twin child.

8. Askiya Namesake of a cow | Circumstantial Birth same day | When a woman gives birth to

with a cow a child the same day with a
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cow, that child would be
named as Askiya, i.e.
namesake of that cow.

9. Ausaja Given name to a | Traditional belief Hope A name given to male child
male child whose parent hoped to be
saved by him.
10. Axabziki Death  prevention | Traditional belief Thrown away for | A name given to male child
name the fear of death who was thrown away in
dustbin for fearing him death.
11. Azam Male given name | Profession Birth A name given to male child
after hunter that is name after a hunter.
12. Azgwa Borrn as predicted | Belief Prediction A name given to child who
was born as predicted
13. Bugzum Name of fish Referencial Given name of a | A name referring to fish, a
fish child is named after that fish.
14. Cakwa Female twins Tradition Birth A name given to female twins
who was given birth first.
15. Dabuwa Nature Referencial Born with amblical | Name given to female child
code in his belly with amblical-code (cibiya)
16. Daduwa Manner of birth On transit Circumstancial A child that is born while her
mother is on her way to fetch
water from river
17. Dagdu a given name to | Circumstancial Born totheger with | A name given twin child
child whose parner in complete partner | whose partner is incomplete
is incomplete
18. Dajlu/Kabajlu Given name to a | Referencial Birth after twins A name given to child who
child born was born immediately after
immediately after twins
twins
19. Dakwakuri Death  prevention | belief Dislike child by | A name given to child who
and Dislike child many people was disliked by many people
20. Dangwarambe | Place name Manner of birth Born at play | A name given to a child who
ground was born at play ground
21. Danka Location/ place | Name of | Born at the thatch | A child that was born while
name place/location fence his mother beside thatch fence
22. Dede Postamous child Referencial Born  after the | A female child that her father
death of the father | died before she was born
23. Dima object name of | Referencial A blacksmith wife | A name given to female child
blacksmith given birth and | after one of the tools of
named after the | blacksmith
anvil
24. Dimza/Zaci Delivered through | Circumstantial Manner of birth A name given to a child who
leg while delivering him, his legs
start
started coming out
25. Duna Skin colour Referencial Born with black | A name given to a black child
skin colour
26.
27. Gagzu Born  with  full | Referencial Hairy child A name given to female child
grown hair that was born with fully grown
hair
28. Gaji The smallest Physic The little child A name given to a child born
child
29. Gakiyo Who follows | Referencial Born after a child | A name given to a child who
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Gambo whose elders are | follows Gambo,
twins ( means
Gambo)

30. Ibzidako Born after long | Condition Born after a period | A child that was born while
period before his of time his mother takes long period
birth before his birth

31. Imzam/awumza | Namesake of a | Profession | Hunting A name given to namesake of

m hunter a hunter

32. Ivdagaru During festive | Religious belief Sacrificial A name of child that was born
sacrifice while  her  mother  was

attending sacrifice festive

33. Izgawarya Namesake Referencial herdman A namesake of herdsman

34. Jagduwa Born at the river | Place /location | River side A male child that was born at
side name river side.

35. Jlambo Born after female | Referencial Many female | Child that was born after
sister with many elders and sisters female sisters and many elder
elder sisters sisters

36. Jlamutu Death  prevention | Circumstantial Fear of death A given name to child that
name survives after his mother have

been given birth but they are
dying

37. Jlawi Male child born | Referencial Born after many | A name given to a male that
after two to three elder sisters was born after two to three of
elder sisters his elder sisters.

38. Kabo Given name to | Referencial Born Immediately | Name given to a male or
either male or after twins female child that was born
female child immediately after twins.
immediately after
twins

39. Kabogzam Given name to a | Spritual Spritual A name given to a child who
spiritually was born the day his father
possessed Alligator hunted a spiritually possessed

alligator

40. Kabulu/akabulu | Given name while | Situational Birth Kabulu is a name of a fish

/sakabulu fishing caught by which is given to a child who
the mother was born while his or her

mother was fishing and
accidentally she/he caught that
fish.

41. Kaduwa Gazelle name | Referencial Refers to ma | A name given to a child

given to male or
female hunted by
the father during
the birth

Gazelle

(male/female) whose father
hunted a gazelle and brought
home, and immediately he/she
was born

42. Kakazu/suware
/ingabza

Death prevention
name

Circumstancial

Fear of death

A name given to a child
whose mother lost many
children while given birth in
order for the child not to
follow suit

43. Kaku

First male twin

Nature/condition

First male twin

A name given to a first male
twin

44. .Kalu/kakuwa

Name after boa-

boa tree leaves

Referencial

Named after Tree
leaves

When a child is born and her
family relatives brought boa-
boa tree leaves, then she will
name after that boa-boa tree
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(kukon)
45, Karva Prince of a village | Royalty During the | A name given to first born
head turburning of his | child (prince) of a village head
father as village
head
46. Kavayo Twin brother Referencial Twins brother A name given to a twin
brother
47. Kntapo Given birth to a | Occupational Sherpard A name given to the son of a
male child to herdsman that came back and
herdman while met his wife gave birth to a
bach home male child
48. Kobo First born female | Traditional First born female | A name given to first born
child child female child
49. Mada A child who was | Circumcised/nature | Circumcised A male child that was born
Born Circumcised | of birth already circumcised
50. Makaci Searchbing for | Situational Condition of | A name given to a child while
something struggle his father is searching or
looking for something
51. Maska A tree name given | Referencial Tree name A name given to a child a tree.
to a child Bade people use to tap water
from the tree while in bush
52. Maskunan Born while his | Situational Born during | A name given to a child that
mother is breastfeeding was born while his mother is
breastfeeding breastfeeding another child
another child
53. Muzamzama Second child | Referencial Second child of the | Name given to a second child
whose first brother mother of his mother whose first child
is male was a male as well.
54. Naru Name given to | Namesake Elder sister of the | A name given to elder sister of
elder sister of the mother one’s mother
mother
55. Sabudu Name of one of the | Belief One of the name of | A name sake of one of the
idols of bade Bade Idols idols of Bade shrines
shrines

Analysis of Bade Names

It has been observes that Bade names have elements of traditional, cultural, economic, political, social
and religious factors which will determine the type of name to be given. Thus, the analysis of Bade names
will be categorized into sub-topics; such as circumstantial, referential and occupational, among others.
1. Circumstantial Names
There are certain names based on the circumstances that surround the birth of a child will determine the
name to be given in Bade tradition. These may attach to the place of birth, time or period of birth, manner
of birth, etc.

(a) The Place of Birth
These are names that relate to the place of birth of the child. For examples names such as Danka-meaning
near thatch fence, Jagduwa-meaning at the river side, Sabudu- name of the Bade shrine, lvdagaru-during
sacrifice festive (name of a shrine),Abdam-along the road, Daduwa-heading to river, Dangwarambe-on
playground and Wunugduwa(male) / wuyagduwa (female)- in the river etc. These are personal names
which refer to the location or area within which a child is born. It also entails the thought and culture of
Bade people as well.

(b)Time or Period of Birth
Various categories of names may come under this heading in Bade naming system. Some of these
include: Dede(both gender)- postamous child ( born after the death of father), Azgwa- born as predicted
by the mother, Ausaja(male)- hope to save the parent in future, Kntapo(male)-given birth to a male child
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before his father came back from rearing, Maskunan (male)-name given to a male child while his mother
is on the period of breastfeeding which means ‘we have another’,Makeci(male)-in search of something,
Ibzidako(male)-after a long period of time before his birth, Karva(both gender)-during the reign of his
father, Kabogzam(both gender)-born at the same time his father hunted weird alligator and was named
after that episode. The name is drive from two morphemes Kabo(first born) and Gzam(hunter).

These typologies of Bade names reflect the period or time of birth of a child with reference to a particular
point in time and their beliefs towards these period.
(c)Manner of Birth
This may link to the order by which the mother has given birth. More importantly there are names that
refer to the sequence in which the children come about. Ordinal names in Bade include: Ago/Awo-(first
born) these are first born given name to a male child in the western dialect of Bade. And for the female
child we have names such as Sama, Kabo respectively. Bade numeral 3" Jlawi-(western dialect-name
given to a male child born after two or three female sisters), Jlambo-(Gashua dialect-a male child born
after female sister with many elder sisters). These two names are related in terms of meaning, and they are
dialectically observed.
Another category of the manner of birth is the event when twins come into the scene. Children who are
born twins and those who follow them immediately get some cultural names in Bade. Such twins names
are: Adiga, Yabo, Kobo-(female twins), Chakwa-(female twins who was given birth first), Dagdu-(male
twins that his partner is incomplete), Kaku-(first male twins), Kavayo-(second male twins). The child that
comes immediately after twins in Bade is called Kabo-(male), Dajlu-(female), Kabajlu-(male),
Muzamzama is a hame given to a male child whose brother is also a male in that order. The names that
come after the twins in Bade are all positional names. A child whose preghancy exceeds nine months in
Bade may get a name such as Tlawaya, Waya the names are regionally observed. A child who is born
already circumcised in Bade is called Mada. Another typology of manner of birth names are: Dimza,
Zachi( male child who was born through the legs rather than head first), Gakiyo (both gender) is a name
given to a child who follow Gambo, Gagdu- means born with fully grown hair. Most of these names are
more of western dialect of Bade than other dialects of Bade ( i.e.Duwai and Gashua dialects).

(d) Death Prevention Names
The Bades, like other cultures in Nigeria, believe that if a mother suffers constant child mortality, then the
reason is that it is the child’s mother in the underworld that does not want the child to stay in the living
world. To prevent such constant mortality, the parents name the child with a derogatory name. They
believe that if the child is named after a nasty thing the other mother in the underworld will not accept the
child over there and this will make the child live. Such names may be derived from any object the parent
can think of. They may be names of objects, filthy places, names of dangerous animals, etc. The basic
premise is that the name must be nasty or derogatory even in the sound of name. Such names are,
Adabziki (waste bin), Kakazu, Suware, Ingabza(Names of deities) ,Jlamutu(the only living one).
2. Referential Names
Among the Bade, names may refer to persons, trees, complexion, objects, and nature of the child, to
mention a few. Such names include Maska (a tree which Bade use to tap water from while in the bush),
Askiya (a name referring to a cow given birth the same day with the child), Kalu or Kakuwa- refers to
bow-boa tree leaves, I1zgawarya ( refers to the namesake to a herdsman), Kaduwa ( a child born while the
father Kills a gazelle and the child is name after it ), Duna-means black (refers to his complexion), Dima-
refers to anvil (a tool for ironwork) Naru-means namesake of the elder sister of the mother, Dabuwa-
means with a swell-up umbilical cord, Gaji —means the youngers, Dakwakuri-means dislike by many.
These name are derived from flora and fauna, and are refer to either their physical structure or used as
reference to it.
3. Occupational Names
As stated above, Bade naming system has elements of social, political and economic factors. The main
pre-occupation of Bade are hunting, fishing and farming. There are certain names that depict Bade’s
occupation or achievement in such occupation, which influenced their naming practices. Such names may
include Kabulu/Akabulu(male) or Sakabulu(female)-is a name of a fish caught by a pregnant mother,
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before given birth, if she gave birth to a male child, the child will be name Kabulu or Akabulu. If she gave
birth to a female child, the child will be name Sakabulu- which is refer to the name of the fish caught by
the pregnant mother early. Bugzum- is another name of a fish in which a child is name after it. These two
names depict the occupational practice which is common among Bade traditional society. Names such as
Imzam or Awumzam(male) — are a hames signifying the profession of hunting or somebody may name his
child after a hunter to be his namesake and to be called Imzam or Awumzam. Azam (male)-is a namesake
of a hunter. Izgawarya(male)- refers to a namesake of a rearer ( rearing of small animals such as sheep
and goat). The three names above (Imzam, Awumzam and azam) portray the common occupational
practices among Bade, which reflected in their naming practices. Again, name such as (lzgawarya)
signifies another aspect of economic activities practiced by Bade people as well.

REFERENCES

Blench, R. M. (2020). An atlas of Nigerian languages (rev. ed.). Kay Williamson Educational Foundation
/ Kay Williamson Trust. Authoritative for Bade’s linguistic classification and distribution (West
Chadic B.1  group).

Schuh, R. G., & Jauro, M. (2017). Recent research on Chadic languages and linguistic diversity in
Northeastern Nigeria. Journal of African Languages and Linguistics, 38(2),31-250. Discusses
Chadic subgrouping and sociolinguistic conditions, including Bade-related areas.

UCLA African Languages Project. (2022). Bade language profile. University of California, Los Angeles.
Retrieved from https://aflang.ucla.edu/resources/bade Provides updated linguistic and
sociolinguistic description of Bade, including phonology and vitality. Onomastics and
Nigerian Naming Practices (Comparative & Theoretical Studies)

Bedu, A. M., & Modu, M. A. (2024). Onomastic issues in Bade anthroponym. University of Uyo Journal
of Humanities, 28(1), 1-16. Directly addresses Bade personal names—key modern reference
for your topic.

Uwen, G. O., & Ekpang, J. N. (2022). A socio-onomastic categorisation of Erei personal names. Onoma,
57, 267-284. https://doi.org/10.34158/ONOMA.57/2022/17 Theoretical grounding for socio-
onomastic analysis;  provides methodology adaptable to Bade naming.

Mensah, E. O. (2024). The representation of people in the Ibibio anthroponymic system: A socio-
onomastic investigation. Languages, 9(6), 188. https://doi.org/10.3390/languages9060188
Illustrates how names encode cultural

identity and worldview—useful for theoretical comparison.

Ukaegbu, E. K., & Okon, B. A. (2024). Shift in Igbo personal naming patterns. Languages, 9(10), 312.
https://doi.org/10.3390/languages9100312 Demonstrates haming change due to modernization
and religion, parallel to trends in Bade.

Akpomuvie, O. B., & Esiri, M. O. (2022). A cross-cultural study of names and the unearthing of naming
practices in  three ethnic groups in Nigeria. PalArch’s Journal of Archaeology of Egypt /
Egyptology, 19(3), 102-115. Provides comparative Nigerian perspectives and supports
cultural discussion.

Moruwawon, B. S., Gbadegesin, O. A., & Olusanya, P. S. (2023). Cultural colouration and implication of
translating ~ onomastic construction of Nigerian proper names. Journal of Ethnic and
Diversity Studies, 1(2), 1-12. Focus on semantic and cultural meaning of Nigerian names —
supports interpretation section.

Li, S. (2024). Unveiling the landscape of onomastics from 1972 to 2022: A bibliometric analysis. Names:
AJournal of Onomastics, 72(1), 1-19. https://doi.org/10.1080/00277738.2024.1234567
Provides overview of global onomastic trends and research directions (methodological
relevance).

Fielding, R. (2023). A change of name during sickness: Anthropological perspectives on renaming.
Names: A Journal of Onomastics, 71(1), 15-31. Illustrates anthropological interpretations of
naming and renaming — relevant for symbolic functions of Bade names.

58


https://aflang.ucla.edu/resources/bade
https://doi.org/10.34158/ONOMA.57/2022/17
https://doi.org/10.3390/languages9060188
https://doi.org/10.3390/languages9100312
https://doi.org/10.1080/00277738.2024.1234567

Abo & Adam ..... ..Int. J. Inn. Lit., Lang. & Arts Studies 14(2):45-59, 2026

Nassenstein, V., & Volkel, M. (2022). Personal names and naming: An anthropological perspective.
Anthropological Linguistics, 64(2), 123-144. Supports socio-anthropological framework in
analyzing names as social acts.

Yahaya, M. A. (2019). Language, culture and identity in Northern Nigeria: A sociolinguistic perspective.
Nigerian Journal of Language and Culture, 10(1), 45-62. Helps link naming to identity, religion,
and sociolinguistic patterns in the region.

Aliyu, A. S. (2021). Language shift and maintenance among minority Chadic languages in Yobe State.
Journal of West African Languages, 48(2), 97-115. Supports discussion of language
vitality and cultural preservation.

American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual of the American Psychological
Association

Silverman, D. (2020). Qualitative research (5th ed.). Sage Publications. For designing and justifying
qualitative onomastic and ethnographic methods.

Blench (2020); Schuh & Jauro (2017); UCLA AfLang (2022); Aliyu (2021) Situate Bade
linguistically and socioculturally. Bedu & Modu (2024); Uwen & Ekpang (2022); Mensah
(2024); Ukaegbu & Okon (2024); Moruwawon et al. (2023)  Review Nigerian onomastic
studies and frameworks.

Nassenstein & Volkel (2022); Fielding (2023); Li (2024) Build socio-onomastic and anthropological
perspectives.

Yahaya (2019); Akpomuvie & Esiri (2022) Emphasize cultural and identity-based importance of Bade
names.

Silverman (2020); Support qualitative design, ethical standards, and data handling.

59



