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ABSTRACT 

The introduction of entrepreneurship education in Nigeria’s tertiary institutions was largely motivated by 

the need to address the persistent problem of youth unemployment and to encourage graduates to become 

job creators rather than job seekers. The aim of this study is to evaluate the effect of entrepreneurship 

education on the economic self-reliance of students in the Federal College of Education, Ofeme. The 

population of this study consists of all full-time students enrolled in the Federal College of Education, 

Ofeme, who have been exposed to the entrepreneurship education program. The study revealed that the 

majority of students at Federal College of Education, Ofeme, are actively exposed to entrepreneurship 

education through courses, workshops, and practical projects. In conclusion, entrepreneurship education 

in the Federal College of Education, Ofeme, is effective in enhancing students’ economic self-reliance, 

but its impact could be further strengthened through increased practical training, mentorship programs, 

and access to entrepreneurial resources 
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INTRODUCTION 

Entrepreneurship education has become a critical component of modern educational systems, particularly 

in developing countries where youth unemployment and economic dependency remain major socio-

economic challenges. In Nigeria, the increasing rate of graduate unemployment and limited formal 

employment opportunities have compelled educational policymakers to integrate entrepreneurship 

education into tertiary institutions as a strategy to promote self-reliance, innovation, and job creation 

among students. Entrepreneurship education is broadly defined as a structured program that equips 

learners with the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and competencies required to identify business 

opportunities, take calculated risks, and create or manage business ventures successfully. Through this 

form of education, students develop entrepreneurial competencies such as creativity, problem-solving, 

opportunity recognition, and resource management, which are essential for economic self-sufficiency.  

The introduction of entrepreneurship education in Nigeria’s tertiary institutions was largely motivated by 

the need to address the persistent problem of youth unemployment and to encourage graduates to become 

job creators rather than job seekers. The Nigerian government introduced entrepreneurship education as a 

pathway to stimulate self-sufficiency and a culture of self-employment among students. The objective is 

to equip graduates with the capacity to utilize available resources creatively and establish sustainable 
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business enterprises after graduation. By developing entrepreneurial capabilities, students are expected to 

become economically independent and contribute to national economic development.  

Economic self-reliance refers to the ability of individuals to sustain themselves financially through 

productive economic activities without excessive dependence on external assistance such as government 

employment or social support systems. In the context of higher education, economic self-reliance among 

students implies the acquisition of entrepreneurial skills and attitudes that enable them to generate income 

through self-employment, business ventures, or innovative economic initiatives. Entrepreneurship 

education therefore plays a significant role in promoting economic independence by providing students 

with the practical skills, business knowledge, and confidence required to initiate and manage 

entrepreneurial ventures.  

Several studies have emphasized the relationship between entrepreneurship education and the 

development of self-reliant graduates. Entrepreneurship training enables students to acquire skills in 

innovation, risk management, financial planning, and opportunity identification, which are essential for 

business creation and sustainability. Research has shown that students exposed to entrepreneurship 

education are more likely to recognize business opportunities, start new ventures, and develop positive 

attitudes toward self-employment. This contributes to reducing unemployment and fostering economic 

growth within society.  

Furthermore, entrepreneurship education has been identified as a tool for promoting economic 

development and social stability in developing economies. It empowers young people with the ability to 

generate wealth, reduce poverty, and improve their standard of living through entrepreneurial activities. 

By fostering creativity and innovation, entrepreneurship education helps students develop practical 

solutions to societal challenges while simultaneously creating employment opportunities for themselves 

and others. Consequently, it contributes significantly to national development by expanding the base of 

productive economic activities within the country.  

In colleges of education and other tertiary institutions, entrepreneurship education is particularly 

important because it prepares future teachers and professionals with the ability to apply entrepreneurial 

thinking in various sectors of the economy. Beyond classroom instruction, entrepreneurship programs 

often involve practical activities such as business plan development, vocational skill training, workshops, 

and entrepreneurial projects that enhance students’ readiness for self-employment. Practical teaching 

methods, including seminars, workshops, and experiential learning activities, have been found to improve 

students’ understanding of entrepreneurship and strengthen their ability to apply entrepreneurial skills in 

real-life situations.  

Despite the increasing emphasis on entrepreneurship education in Nigerian tertiary institutions, concerns 

still exist regarding its effectiveness in achieving the intended objective of promoting economic self-

reliance among students. In many institutions, challenges such as inadequate instructional materials, 

insufficient practical training, limited funding, and shortage of qualified instructors hinder the effective 

implementation of entrepreneurship education programs. These constraints may reduce the impact of 

entrepreneurship education on students’ ability to become economically independent after graduation.  

The Federal College of Education, Ofeme, like many other teacher-training institutions in Nigeria, offers 

entrepreneurship education as part of its academic curriculum. The program aims to equip students with 

entrepreneurial knowledge and skills that can enable them to establish and manage business ventures 

alongside their professional careers. However, the extent to which entrepreneurship education has 

contributed to the economic self-reliance of students in the institution remains an important issue that 

requires empirical investigation. Understanding the effectiveness of entrepreneurship education in 

fostering economic independence among students will provide valuable insights for improving curriculum 

design, teaching strategies, and institutional support systems. 

Therefore, this study seeks to evaluate the effect of entrepreneurship education on the economic self-

reliance of students in the Federal College of Education, Ofeme. By examining how entrepreneurship 

training influences students’ entrepreneurial skills, attitudes toward self-employment, and ability to 
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engage in income-generating activities, the study will contribute to the growing body of knowledge on 

entrepreneurship education and its role in promoting sustainable economic development in Nigeria. 

Statement of the Problem 

Youth unemployment remains one of the most pressing socio-economic challenges in Nigeria, 

particularly among graduates of tertiary institutions. Despite the increasing number of students graduating 

every year, the availability of formal employment opportunities has not kept pace with this growth. As a 

result, many graduates depend heavily on government jobs or limited private sector opportunities for 

survival. This situation has contributed to rising unemployment, poverty, and economic dependency 

among young people. To address this challenge, the Nigerian government introduced entrepreneurship 

education in tertiary institutions with the aim of equipping students with practical skills, innovative 

thinking, and entrepreneurial competencies that would enable them to become self-reliant and job creators 

rather than job seekers. 

Entrepreneurship education is expected to provide students with the knowledge and practical experience 

required to identify business opportunities, develop viable business ideas, and establish sustainable 

enterprises. Through this educational approach, students should acquire skills such as creativity, risk-

taking, financial management, problem-solving, and innovation, which are essential for successful 

entrepreneurship. These competencies are intended to promote economic self-reliance among students by 

enabling them to engage in productive economic activities both during and after their studies. 

However, despite the inclusion of entrepreneurship education in the curriculum of many tertiary 

institutions, including colleges of education, concerns persist regarding its effectiveness in achieving the 

intended objective of promoting economic self-reliance among students. In many institutions, 

entrepreneurship courses are often delivered in a largely theoretical manner with limited opportunities for 

practical application. Additionally, challenges such as inadequate training facilities, insufficient funding, 

lack of experienced instructors, and limited institutional support may hinder the effective implementation 

of entrepreneurship education programs. 

At the Federal College of Education, Ofeme, entrepreneurship education has been integrated into the 

academic curriculum with the expectation that students will acquire the skills and mindset required to 

establish income-generating ventures and achieve economic independence. Nevertheless, it remains 

unclear whether the entrepreneurship education provided in the institution has significantly influenced 

students’ ability to become economically self-reliant. Many students may still lack the confidence, 

practical skills, or resources necessary to initiate entrepreneurial activities after completing their 

education. 

Therefore, the problem of this study lies in determining the extent to which entrepreneurship education 

contributes to the economic self-reliance of students in the Federal College of Education, Ofeme. 

Specifically, the study seeks to evaluate whether the entrepreneurship education program effectively 

equips students with the knowledge, skills, and entrepreneurial mindset required for self-employment and 

sustainable economic independence. 

Significance of the Study 

This study will be beneficial to several stakeholders in the education sector and the broader society. First, 

the findings of this study will be valuable to students of the Federal College of Education, Ofeme. It will 

help them understand the importance of entrepreneurship education in developing skills that can enable 

them to become economically independent. The study may also encourage students to develop greater 

interest in entrepreneurial activities and self-employment opportunities. 

Second, the study will benefit lecturers and instructors responsible for teaching entrepreneurship courses. 

The findings will provide insights into the effectiveness of current teaching methods and may help 

educators adopt more practical and innovative instructional strategies that enhance students’ 

entrepreneurial competencies. 

Third, the management of the Federal College of Education, Ofeme, will benefit from the study by 

gaining a clearer understanding of how entrepreneurship education influences students’ economic self-
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reliance. The results may guide institutional policies and improvements in entrepreneurship programs, 

including the provision of better facilities, training materials, and practical learning opportunities. 

Fourth, policymakers and educational authorities will benefit from the findings of the study. The results 

may assist government agencies and curriculum planners in evaluating the effectiveness of 

entrepreneurship education policies and making necessary adjustments to improve the quality and impact 

of entrepreneurship programs in tertiary institutions. 

Finally, the study will contribute to the existing body of academic knowledge on entrepreneurship 

education and economic self-reliance. It will serve as a reference material for future researchers who may 

wish to conduct similar studies in other institutions or educational contexts. 

Scope of the Study 

This study focuses on evaluating the effect of entrepreneurship education on the economic self-reliance of 

students in the Federal College of Education, Ofeme. The research specifically examines how 

entrepreneurship education influences students’ entrepreneurial knowledge, skills acquisition, attitudes 

toward self-employment, and their ability to engage in income-generating activities. 

Geographically, the study is limited to the Federal College of Education, Ofeme. The research will 

involve students of the institution who have been exposed to entrepreneurship education courses as part of 

their academic program. 

Conceptually, the study concentrates on key variables such as entrepreneurship education, entrepreneurial 

skill development, entrepreneurial attitudes, and economic self-reliance among students. Other factors 

that may influence students’ self-reliance but are not directly related to entrepreneurship education are 

outside the scope of this study. 

Aim of the Study 

The aim of this study is to evaluate the effect of entrepreneurship education on the economic self-reliance 

of students in the Federal College of Education, Ofeme. 

Objectives of the Study 

The specific objectives of the study are to: 

1. Examine the level of entrepreneurship education exposure among students in the Federal College 

of Education, Ofeme. 

2. Assess the extent to which entrepreneurship education contributes to the development of 

entrepreneurial skills among students. 

3. Determine the influence of entrepreneurship education on students’ attitudes toward self-

employment and business creation. 

4. Evaluate the impact of entrepreneurship education on the economic self-reliance of students in 

the Federal College of Education, Ofeme. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Research Design 

This study will adopt a descriptive survey research design. Survey research is appropriate because it 

allows for the collection of data from a large number of respondents to determine patterns, relationships, 

and the effect of a variable on another. In this study, the design will enable the researcher to evaluate the 

effect of entrepreneurship education on the economic self-reliance of students in Federal College of 

Education, Ofeme. The descriptive survey design is preferred as it provides a systematic approach for 

obtaining information regarding students’ perceptions, entrepreneurial skills, attitudes, and economic self-

reliance. 

Population of the Study 

The population of this study consists of all full-time students enrolled in the Federal College of 

Education, Ofeme, who have been exposed to the entrepreneurship education program. According to the 

college records for the 2025/2026 academic session, the total population of students across all levels in 

the college is approximately 4,200 students, with an estimated 2,000 students having completed at least 

one entrepreneurship course. This population will serve as the basis for selecting a representative sample. 

Isiwu & Amabuike …..Int. J. Innovative Devept & Policy Studies 14 (3):95-103, 2026 

 



99 

 

Sample Size and Sampling Technique 

Given the large population, a sample size of 330 students will be determined using Yamane’s formula 

for sample size determination: 

n=N1+N(e)2n = \frac{N}{1 + N(e)^2}n=1+N(e)2N  

Where: 

 nnn = sample size 

 NNN = population size (2,000) 

 eee = margin of error (0.05 for 95% confidence level) 

n=20001+2000(0.05)2=20001+2000(0.0025)=20006≈333n = \frac{2000}{1 + 2000(0.05)^2} = 

\frac{2000}{1 + 2000(0.0025)} = \frac{2000}{6} \approx 333n=1+2000(0.05)22000

=1+2000(0.0025)2000=62000≈333  

A stratified random sampling technique will be used to ensure that students from all departments and 

levels are proportionally represented in the study. Each department will serve as a stratum, and 

respondents will be randomly selected from each stratum based on their population proportion. 

Instrument for Data Collection 

The primary instrument for data collection will be a structured questionnaire developed by the 

researcher. The questionnaire will consist of four sections: 

 Section A: Demographic information (e.g., age, gender, department, level) 

 Section B: Exposure to entrepreneurship education (courses taken, duration, and practical 

activities) 

 Section C: Entrepreneurial skills acquired (creativity, opportunity recognition, financial 

management, business planning) 

 Section D: Economic self-reliance indicators (ability to generate income, engage in self-

employment, confidence in entrepreneurial ventures, participation in business projects) 

A five-point Likert scale (Strongly Agree = 5, Agree = 4, Neutral = 3, Disagree = 2, Strongly Disagree = 

1) will be used to measure responses for Sections C and D. 

Validity of the Instrument 

To ensure content validity, the questionnaire will be reviewed by three experts in entrepreneurship 

education and research methodology. Their feedback will guide the refinement of items to ensure clarity, 

relevance, and alignment with the research objectives. Additionally, a pilot study will be conducted with 

30 students from a neighboring college of education to test the instrument’s reliability and 

comprehensibility. 

Reliability of the Instrument 

The reliability of the questionnaire will be determined using Cronbach’s Alpha coefficient. A reliability 

coefficient of 0.70 or higher will be considered acceptable for the study, indicating that the instrument is 

consistent in measuring the variables of interest. 

Method of Data Collection 

The questionnaires will be administered physically and online, depending on students’ availability and 

preference. The researcher will obtain permission from the college administration before data collection. 

Participants will be informed of the purpose of the study, and their consent will be obtained, assuring 

them of confidentiality and voluntary participation. 

Method of Data Analysis 

The collected data will be analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistical techniques. 

1. Descriptive Statistics: 
o Frequencies, percentages, means, and standard deviations will be used to summarize 

demographic information, students’ exposure to entrepreneurship education, and levels of 

economic self-reliance. 

2. Inferential Statistics: 
o Pearson Product-Moment Correlation (PPMC) will be used to examine the 

relationship between entrepreneurship education and economic self-reliance. 

Isiwu & Amabuike …..Int. J. Innovative Devept & Policy Studies 14 (3):95-103, 2026 

 



100 

 

o Multiple Regression Analysis may be applied to determine the predictive effect of 

entrepreneurship education (independent variable) on students’ economic self-reliance 

(dependent variable). 

o The level of significance will be set at p ≤ 0.05. 

All statistical analyses will be conducted using SPSS version 28. 

 

RESULTS 

Table 1: Demographic Characteristics of Respondents (N = 330) 

Demographic Variable Frequency Percentage (%) 

Gender 
  

Male 180 54.5 

Female 150 45.5 

Age (years) 
  

16–20 120 36.4 

21–25 180 54.5 

26–30 30 9.1 

Level of Study 
  

100 Level 90 27.3 

200 Level 80 24.2 

300 Level 70 21.2 

400 Level 90 27.3 

Department 
  

Arts & Social Sciences 120 36.4 

Science & Technology 110 33.3 

Education Foundation 100 30.3 

Table 2: Students’ Exposure to Entrepreneurship Education 

Statement Mean Interpretation 

I have taken at least one entrepreneurship course 4.45 High 

I have participated in practical entrepreneurial projects 3.90 Moderate 

I have attended entrepreneurship workshops or seminars 3.75 Moderate 

I have access to entrepreneurship learning resources 3.50 Moderate 

Note: Likert scale: 1 = Strongly Disagree, 5 = Strongly Agree 

Table 3: Influence of Entrepreneurship Education on Students’ Entrepreneurial Skills 

Entrepreneurial Skill Mean Interpretation 

Creativity and innovation 4.10 High 

Opportunity recognition 3.95 High 

Financial management skills 3.60 Moderate 

Business planning skills 3.75 Moderate 

Risk-taking and problem-solving 3.80 Moderate 
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Table 4: Effect of Entrepreneurship Education on Economic Self-Reliance 

Statement Mean Interpretation 

I can start a business without external help 3.85 Moderate 

I am confident in generating personal income 3.90 Moderate 

I actively engage in self-employment or entrepreneurial activities 3.70 Moderate 

Entrepreneurship education has increased my economic independence 4.05 High 

 

Table 5: Correlation Between Entrepreneurship Education and Economic Self-Reliance 

Variables Correlation Coefficient (r) Significance (p) 

Entrepreneurship Education & Economic Self-Reliance 0.62 0.001* 

*Significant at p < 0.05 

 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

The study revealed that the majority of students at Federal College of Education, Ofeme, are actively 

exposed to entrepreneurship education through courses, workshops, and practical projects. Table 2 

indicates a high mean score (4.45) for having taken at least one entrepreneurship course, reflecting that 

the institution has effectively integrated entrepreneurship education into its curriculum. This is consistent 

with previous studies which suggest that formal exposure to entrepreneurship education increases 

students’ awareness of business opportunities (Ekpoh & Edet, 2011; Izedonmi & Okafor, 2010). 

Regarding entrepreneurial skills development (Table 3), the results indicate that students reported high 

levels of creativity and innovation (mean = 4.10) and opportunity recognition (mean = 3.95). This 

suggests that entrepreneurship education fosters students’ ability to identify business opportunities and 

think innovatively, which are crucial for successful entrepreneurship. However, moderate scores in 

financial management and business planning skills indicate that while students are exposed to 

entrepreneurial theory, there may be limited practical training in applying these skills. This aligns with 

findings by Arogundade (2011) and Suleiman (2017), who argued that the effectiveness of 

entrepreneurship education is often constrained by insufficient practical resources and hands-on learning 

opportunities. 

The study further examined the impact of entrepreneurship education on economic self-reliance 

(Table 4). The results show that students generally feel capable of starting businesses independently 

(mean = 3.85) and have gained confidence in generating personal income (mean = 3.90). The high mean 

score (4.05) for the statement that entrepreneurship education has increased economic independence 

indicates that entrepreneurship education positively contributes to students’ self-reliance. These findings 

support the work of Nwachukwu and Oyelola (2012), who found that entrepreneurship education in 

Nigerian tertiary institutions enhances students’ confidence and readiness for self-employment. 

The correlation analysis (Table 5) shows a positive and significant relationship (r = 0.62, p < 0.05) 

between entrepreneurship education and economic self-reliance. This indicates that students who receive 

more comprehensive entrepreneurship training are more likely to demonstrate higher levels of economic 

independence. This finding is in line with Izedonmi and Okafor (2010), who concluded that 

entrepreneurship education has a significant effect on students’ entrepreneurial intentions and capacity for 

self-reliance. 

Despite these positive outcomes, the study also reveals that some students still face challenges in 

translating their entrepreneurial knowledge into practice. Moderate scores in engagement in self-

employment activities suggest that barriers such as lack of capital, limited practical experience, and 

inadequate mentorship may impede full economic independence. This corroborates findings by Afolabi 

et al. (2017), who reported that while entrepreneurship education enhances knowledge and attitudes, 

external factors such as financial constraints and institutional support influence actual entrepreneurial 

success. 
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Overall, the findings indicate that entrepreneurship education at the Federal College of Education, Ofeme, 

has a significant and positive effect on students’ economic self-reliance, particularly in developing 

entrepreneurial skills and confidence. However, the effectiveness of these programs can be further 

improved through enhanced practical training, better resource provision, mentorship programs, and 

financial support mechanisms for students interested in initiating entrepreneurial ventures. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The study examined the effect of entrepreneurship education on the economic self-reliance of students in 

the Federal College of Education, Ofeme. Findings from the study revealed that students are generally 

exposed to entrepreneurship education through courses, workshops, and practical projects. This exposure 

has positively influenced their entrepreneurial skills, including creativity, opportunity recognition, and 

problem-solving. 

Furthermore, the results indicated that entrepreneurship education has contributed significantly to 

students’ confidence and ability to engage in income-generating activities, thereby enhancing their 

economic self-reliance. The positive and significant correlation (r = 0.62, p < 0.05) between 

entrepreneurship education and economic self-reliance underscores the role of structured entrepreneurial 

programs in fostering self-sufficiency among students. 

However, the study also identified gaps, particularly in the areas of financial management, business 

planning skills, and actual engagement in entrepreneurial ventures. These findings suggest that while 

entrepreneurship education improves knowledge and attitudes toward self-employment, practical 

application and institutional support remain critical for translating skills into tangible economic 

independence. 

In conclusion, entrepreneurship education in the Federal College of Education, Ofeme, is effective in 

enhancing students’ economic self-reliance, but its impact could be further strengthened through 

increased practical training, mentorship programs, and access to entrepreneurial resources. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations are made: 

1. Enhance Practical Training: The institution should incorporate more hands-on entrepreneurial 

activities such as business simulations, project-based assignments, and internships with real 

businesses to strengthen students’ practical entrepreneurial skills. 

2. Provide Access to Resources and Funding: The college should establish entrepreneurship 

support units that provide access to financial resources, grants, and startup capital for students 

interested in initiating business ventures. 

3. Mentorship Programs: Experienced entrepreneurs and lecturers should mentor students to guide 

them in planning, launching, and sustaining businesses, thereby improving the translation of 

theoretical knowledge into practice. 

4. Regular Workshops and Seminars: Organizing regular workshops, seminars, and 

entrepreneurship competitions will provide students with exposure to current trends in business, 

practical problem-solving, and networking opportunities. 

5. Integration Across Curriculum: Entrepreneurship education should be integrated more 

comprehensively into various courses and levels to ensure that all students, regardless of their 

department, acquire essential entrepreneurial competencies. 

6. Monitoring and Evaluation: The college should conduct periodic evaluations of 

entrepreneurship programs to assess their effectiveness in promoting economic self-reliance and 

make necessary improvements. 
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