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ABSTRACT 

This research investigated the influence of poverty on women in Ogbomoso township. Literatures were 

reviewed. The population for the study comprised all the women in Ogbomoso township.  The study 

adopts multi-stage sampling technique, at stage one purposive sampling technique was used to select four 

religious houses which include two churches and mosques to represent all  the  religious houses because 

they have similar characteristics, At stage 2,  Simple random sampling was used to select fifty female 

gender  from each of these religious houses to make a total of two hundred female genders  in the locale. 

Self- developed instrument was administered on the respondents. Two hypotheses were formulated and 

tested at 0.05 alpha level of significance.  The result revealed that the poverty play significant roles on 

women based on  educational background (Cal. t value=2.43, sig. <.05) and a significant difference was 

also found in the influence of  poverty on women based on religious (Cal. t value =3.20, sig. <.05). This 

infers that poverty have negative influence on women. Based on the outcome of this findings, it is 

recommended that, the religious houses and non-governmental organisations should organize seminars / 

workshops on the needs to educate the women so as to reduce poverty in the society.  

Keywords: Poverty, Education, Marriage, Women, Religious.  

 

INTRODUCTION 
The rate at which abject poverty is ravaging the country is alarming and the women  are  at the receiving 

end of this crisis because of the neglect of education because education is the most potent instrument for 

the emancipation of any group of people. The belief that education is the basis for full promotion and 

improvement of status of women is also recognized as a tenet of developmental strategy. There can be no 

sustainable development if women remain ignorant, disenfranchised and discriminated against. It is a 

known fact that women and girls are undervalued all over the world. Olakulein (2006) argued that women 

all over the world have been categorized under the disadvantaged groups of people and society itself has 

systematically and consistently pursued the socialization of women into accepting the notion of a 

disadvantaged group.  Howley et al (2000) stated that the United Nations Convention on the rights of the 

Child (CRC) stipulates in Article 18 that every child has a right to education, and that the State’s duty is 

to ensure that primary education is free and compulsory, to encourage different forms of secondary 

education accessible to every child, and to make higher education available to all on the basis of capacity, 

140 million children in the world still do not attend schools and two third of them are girls. Fishel (1998) 
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opined that gender gap is even widening and discrimination continues to permeate the educational 

systems. In Africa, only 46% of women are literate; 60% in Asian countries and 85% in Latin America. 

Even though educating girls has been repeatedly shown to increase their self-esteem, to increase their 

influence over their own lives and family and community decisions, to lower fertility, to improve 

maternal and child health, and to help in decreasing environmental degradation, considerable resistance 

still exists in developing countries to educating girls (Fishel 1998, Joshi 2005).  Oleribe (2002) sees girl 

child education as a sine qua none to the realization of total women empowerment and emancipation 

across the globe, and involves the formal (and sometimes informal) training of a girl child in knowledge 

and skills of daily living. US Census Bureau (2018) Globally, out of 654.9 million individuals living in 

extreme poverty, nearly 330 million of these poor people are female and 325 million are male. The 

percentage of women living in poor households (the female poverty rate) is higher than that of men (12.8 

vs. 12.3 %) (World Bank Group, 2018). In the U S, the 2018 poverty rate for women was 12.9%, while 

the poverty rate for men was 10.6% in 2018 (U.S. Census Bureau, 2020).  

In Nigeria, Anyebe, (2017) discovered that out of 70% of Nigeria’s population living below poverty line, 

65% are women. There is low female enrolment in schools, 56% of pupils in primary schools were male, 

while female represented 44%. Fewer women applying for entry to universities is a consequence of fewer 

girls completing secondary education. Only a very tiny proportion of women do get into the commanding 

heights of national life for which higher education is a prerequisite Fear of sexual harassment and 

molestation, parents and guardians deny their girl children access to schools because of their fear of 

sexual molestations of all kinds. Also their lack of trust on these innocent child make them prevent them 

from attending such schools, since they are not sure what ‘evils’ they will get involved in. The fact that 

majority of teachers are males have not helped issues at all. Child exploitation: This is the commonest 

cause for denial of girl child education in this community. Howley et al (2000) child labour keeps girls 

out of school, whether in the home as house workers, caretakers of younger siblings, or in the workforce. 

They are also seen in farms during school hours helping their parents’ plant, weed or harvest farm 

produce. At home they act as nurse maids for their mothers taking care of the little ones or preparing 

meals for the whole family. Over the few months that the researcher has been in this town, he has seen 

very few boys hawking! What a travesty of justice. Cultural indoctrination, many children are culturally 

indoctrinated and made to believe that education – western type – is not needed and thus advised to run 

their lives without it. Girls are made to believe that their place of fulfillment is in their husbands home 

and since education (to them) is not needed to marry nor make babies, they should focus just on getting 

the right man, accepting the parent’s choice and making such a man happy. This level of indoctrination 

has made all girl children focus on marrying rather than studying. Thus, even the few that are privileged 

to go to school cannot wait for the right time, so whenever the man arrives, they drop out of school. To 

eradicate poverty girl-children must be properly empowered by education to financially contribute to 

family well- being.  

Howley et al (2000) states according  to World University services of Canada (WUSC) leaf sheet, girl 

education has the power to transform the world and remains one of the best ways to reduce poverty. 

Better educated women postpone marriage and childbirth, have better access to employment, and are less 

vulnerable to economic discrimination. Promoting gender equality in education systems creates a healthy, 

educated and productive human resource base (WUSC).  A wife that is working and earning an income is 

any day an asset to her home! Believing that boys who attend school will complete their education, secure 

employment, and earn wages to contribute to the well-being of the family, parents encourage boys to 

attend school and girls to remain at home to help with housework and raising younger siblings (Fishel, 

1998). 

A psychologically empowered wife is the best thing that ever happened to any man and his family. She 

stands behind him always as a source of strength, a beckon of wisdom and a great companion; 

encouraging and strengthening her spouse at times of challenges and weakness, brings ideas that turn the 

tides of life, inspiring her spouse towards mental exploits and extraordinary performances and standing as 
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a wall of might at all times. The worst thing that can happen to any home is to have a mother or wife who 

is not sure of herself (Buor, 2003).  

 Poverty refers to the state or condition in which people or communities lack the financial resources and 

essentials for a minimum standard of living. People and families who live in poverty may go without 

proper housing, clean water, healthy food, and medical attention. At the global level, poverty is often 

expressed using a specific income threshold set by international organisations like the World Bank. The 

most commonly used global poverty line is an income of $2.15 per day, which represents the minimum 

income required to meet basic human needs for food, shelter, and clothing (Hasell, 2022; The World 

Bank, 2022). By this, Individuals or households earning less than $2.15 are considered to be living below 

the poverty line and this affects 9.2% of the world’s population (The World Bank, 2023). Globally, living 

in poverty means not being  able to afford medical care or access to basics such as electricity “when you 

educate a man; you educate an individual, but when you educate a woman; you educate a generation”.     

Jonahshiny (2021) sees female gender normally referred to as a woman is characterized by great inner 

strength, patience, resilience and fortitude. Women are the pillars of strength not only to their families but 

also to the society and the country as a whole. They are the backbone of a nation's economy and 

development. They are generating a source of income to sustain the livelihoods, work to protect society, 

impart knowledge, and generate awareness among the people. In spite of these, they are faced with 

challenges on a daily basis.  Indeed, Jonahshiny (2021) once said; a female gender is a gifted girl, a caring 

daughter, a trustworthy sister, an affectionate mother, a devoted wife and a loyal friend. She is the very 

existence of nature; the personification of ageless beauty, and dignity. As beautiful as these unique 

features are, inhuman cultural beliefs, political acrimony, some socio economic issues and policies have 

made the female gender highly susceptible to poverty.  

In Nigeria, the poverty threshold is defined annually by the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) based on 

income and family size. Individuals or households with income below this threshold are considered to be 

living below the poverty line. In 2023, nearly 12 per cent of the world population in extreme poverty live 

in Nigeria, considering the poverty threshold at 1.90 U.S. dollars a day. 

 In 2019, Onwuka, Nwadiubu & Isiwu discovered that according to IMF projections, Nigeria now has 

more people living in extreme poverty than India which hitherto held this unenviable record. The IMF 

projection showed that Nigeria has about 87 million people in extreme poverty over India’s 73 million. 

Indeed, extreme poverty in Nigeria is growing by six people every minute according to the World Poverty 

Clock (2018). In 2022, the Nigeria Bureau of Statistics in the “Nigeria Multidimensional Poverty Index” 

reported that 63% of Nigerians, which corresponds to 133 million people are multi dimensionally poor. 

They affirmed that while 6 out of 10 girls aged 12–17 are poor and among those in child marriages, 

approximately 8 out of 10 are poor. 

Statement of the Problem 

Early marriage and teenage pregnancy have also militated against girls’ attendance, retention and 

advancement in schools. UNICEF (2001) reiterated that about 30% of school-age girls drop out of school 

having already begun childbearing before the age of 18. This situation has to a large extent reduced the 

productive capacity of the girl child thereby worsening the poverty problem in Nigeria due to outright 

lack of self- reliance. Previous reports has shown that early marriages, teenage pregnancies, gender 

inequalities in society contribute to poor scholastic performance and force girls to drop out of school 

(Howley et al 2000). Similarly, there is a belief that girls do not need formal education and are deprived 

of the opportunity for skilled work. Poverty: Parental economic poverty is blamed as a major cause of girl 

child non-education. Today, poverty and HIV pandemic – the greatest crisis in the world – and its 

inadequate global response have their greatest impact on children, especially girls. In most societies, 

women continue to be helpless victims of the male chauvinism and high-handedness in almost every walk 

of life. Whether a woman is a poor factory worker, a domestic servant, a middle class office-goer, a 

highly paid government officer or a company executive, she is the focal point of hundreds of hungry eyes, 

wherever she is and whatever she is doing (Jonahshiny, 2021). 
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Bleiweis, Boesch and Gaines  (2020) opined that this discrimination based on gender, race, and/or 

ethnicity plays a significant role in the wage gap, depressing women’s earnings both directly, by paying 

women unequally, and indirectly, through sex- and race-based structural biases that can influence the jobs 

women hold and the number of hours they work. Violence against female gender  is becoming more 

frequent and is alarming on a daily basis. In almost every stratum of our social life, women are treated as 

inferior creatures. We daily read and hear about ladies living in busy localities being murdered in broad 

daylight. Rape is not the only motive force behind the crimes against women. 

Among factors that breed poverty in Nigeria, women illiteracy has been identified as one of the 

institutional factors that inhibit the growth of personal income. Others may include gender discrimination 

in educational opportunities, corruption, income inequality, political insecurity and the lopsided 

development of the country. UNICEF (2001) observed that 70% of the Nigerian population is living 

below poverty line, and women are sent to generate income for families by selling wares in the market on 

the street among other things that take them away from school. This condition never placed the girl-child 

in a vantage position to benefit from formal education which invariably would equip her for the world of 

work; being self reliant and consequently, contributing to national development in the long run. Early 

marriage and teenage pregnancy. 

Ojuolape (2000) observed that women still suffer a lot of constraints and inhibition which militate against 

personal and national development. As much as 61% of Nigerian women in 1991 population census suffer 

from intellectual poverty. The quantity and quality of education available to Nigerian women will 

invariably determine the developmental pace of Nigerian families, children from such homes and the 

Nigerian nation at large. Women make up 50% of the Nigerian population, yet their contribution is 

insignificant to the nation’s progress and growth. Of all the problems confronting women in the 

realization of other rights, education is the most basic (Ojobo 2008). This is because the key to realization 

of all other rights of girls and women be it social, economic and political lies in the catering for the 

development and empowerment of women educationally. Basically, the problem confronting women 

education ranges from cultural, economic and in some cases to religious factors among others. 

Many women live in poverty, have no access to adequate medical services, are victims of violence and 

harassment, suffer discrimination, are neglected and do not enjoy the rights and opportunities as men 

(Mojumder, 2020).  Women's health and reproductive rights are closely linked to poverty. Limited access 

to healthcare and family planning can lead to larger, less healthy families and increased economic strain 

(Akamike et al., 2020; Lew-Evans & Day-Page, 2022).    Poverty  leads to several health-related 

challenges for the female gender affecting their abilities to work and earn a sound living  which  includes 

electricity, clean drinking water, and other critical services. It was deduced that female gender are 

deprived in many areas that can make them to be independent which has created gaps between female 

gender and poverty while this research intends to fill the gap. 

Hypotheses  

1. There is no significant difference in the influence of poverty on women and  based on  

their  educational background 

2. There is no significant difference in the influence of poverty on women    based on  

Religious 

 

METHODOLOGY 

A descriptive research design was adopted for the study which affords the researcher the ability to collect 

relevant information’s needed for the research work. The population for this study comprised all the 

women in Ogbomoso metropolis. Multi-stage sampling procedure was adopted for this study. At stage 

one, purposive sampling technique was used to select two churches and mosques to represent the whole 

religious houses in the locale because they have similar characteristics. At stage two, simple random 

sampling technique was used to select fifty women from each of the purposively selected religious house 

which makes a total of two hundred. The instrument used for this research was a self- developed 

instrument on the Influence of poverty on the women in Ogbomoso Metropolis (IPFGOM).  The 
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instrument contains the sections: Section A contains items on the demographic data of the respondents 

while section B contains items on the Influence of poverty on the women in Ogbomoso Metropolis.  The 

instrument was structured on four likert rating scale i.e. SA (Strongly Agree), A (Agree), SD (Strongly 

Disagree), D (Disagree). The respondents were required to put a tick in any option that suits their opinion. 

The questionnaires were constructed by the researchers and were given to the experts in the field of test, 

and measurement who validated the instrument for administration. The reliability of the instrument was 

ascertained by administering it on the fifty women who are not part of the study but possesses similar 

characteristics with the participants within an interval of four weeks, after which Pearson Product 

Moment Correlation Coefficient was used to correlate the instruments and yielded 0.79 thus makes it 

reliable for use.   The researcher sought for the permission of the religious houses leadership in the locale  

that were within the research area to administer the questionnaires on the respondents. The researcher 

personally administered the instruments to the respondents by informing them about the purpose of the 

research and that it is meant for research only but not to cause any harm on them. The researcher made 

use of simple percentage and frequency count to analyze the demographic data, while T-test was used to 

test the hypotheses 

 

RESULTS 

Analysis of Socio-Demographic Characteristic of the Respondents 

Table 1: Frequency Distribution of Respondents by Age 

Age (yrs) Frequency Percentage 

25-50 

51-60  

Total 

140 

60 

200 

70.00 

30.00 

100.0 

 

Table 1 revealed that 140 representing 70.00% of the respondents were  within the age range of 25-50 

years, 60 of them representing 30.00% were  within 51-60 yrs. Therefore the above result implies that 

majority of the respondents were within 25 -50 yrs.  

 

Table 2: Frequency Distribution of Respondents by Marital status 

Marital Status Frequency Percentage 

Single 

Married 

Total 

20 

180 

200 

10.00 

90.00 

100.0 

 

Table 2 revealed that 20 representing 10.00% of the respondents were singles parents and 180  of them  

representing 90.00% were  married. The above result implies that majority of the respondents were 

married. 

Hypotheses 

Ho1; There is no significant difference in the influence of poverty on women   based on  educational 

background 

T-test difference on the  difference in the influence of  poverty on women  based on   educational 

background 

 Variable Edu. 

Background  

N Mean SD df  t-cal t-crit. 

Poverty Literate 60 56.41 24.36  

198 

 

  

2.43 

 

1.96  And Women   

Illiterate 

 

140 

 

73.68 

 

65.45 
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From Table 3 above, the calculated t-value of  2.43 was greater than the critical t-value of 1.96 at 0.05 

alpha level of significance. Hence, the null hypothesis is rejected. This indicates that the poverty played 

significant roles on the women based on parental educational background.  

Ho2:  There is no significant difference in the influence of poverty on women  based  on  Religious 

T-test difference in the influence of   poverty on women   based on  Religious 

Variable Religious N Mean SD df  t-cal. t-crit. 

Poverty Christianity 100 54.32 43.51  

198 

  

3.20 

 

1.96   

and Women 

 

Islam 

 

100 

 

57.56 

54.71  

 

From Table 4 above, the calculated t-value of  3.20  was greater than the critical t-value of 1.96 at 0.05 

alpha level of significance. Hence, the null hypothesis is rejected.  This indicates that the Poverty played 

significant roles on the  women  based on religious. 

 

DISCUSSION  

The outcome of the research revealed that the hypothesis which states that there  is no significant 

difference in the influence of poverty on women based on educational background was rejected which 

indicates that the poverty has great influence on  based on their educational background which 

corroborates Oleribe (2005) who opined that the level of education of parents is a determinant factor of 

their female gender education in view of eradicating poverty. The hypothesis which states that there is no 

significant difference in the influence of poverty on women based on religious was also rejected which is 

in tandem with Jonahshiny (2001) who expressed that some cultures, ethnicities, and religious affiliates 

sees educating Female   as a taboo which thus makes this gender to be experiencing an abject poverty of 

not been able to compete with their male counterparts. 

 

CONCLUSION 

It was concluded from this research that many parents sees educating female gender as a taboo because 

they opined that they cannot add any value to the society. Some religious affiliation and belief system 

sees female gender as one that cannot promote the glory of the family like their male counterparts and 

does not support empowering the female gender to be independent which make the vulnerable to some 

many hazards including poverty.  It was deduced from this study that many families are having problem 

today just because the wife or mother in the home is not educated and so cannot meet the societal and 

family expectations. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. The parents must be encouraged to see the reason for sending their female children to school  in 

order to develop themselves and society at large. 

2. The religious organisations must preach about educating women to reduce poverty rather than 

making them full house wife. 

3. The government must increase the employment percentage of women in order to encourage their 

parents to send them to school with the motive of reducing poverty in the society. 

4. The non-governmental organisations must be organizing workshop/seminars for women to 

embrace schooling to become independent for survival. 

5. Government should strengthen employment and empowerment programmes targeting women 

while expanding access to quality education for girls. 
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