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ABSTRACT

Office of the Yandakan Katsina District Head of Dutsin — Ma is one of the key offices that played a vital
role in Katsina Emirate Council. This could be on the basis of selection of the Emirs as well as the
decisions making processes of the council. The office has been in existence since before the advent of the
colonial rule. The Office contributed greatly right from the pre — colonial, colonial and post-colonial
periods. The paper aim at highlighting the historical survey of the office in the 19" and 20™ centuries. The
methodology used in the writing of the paper includes both primary and secondary sources. The primary
source involve the use of conducting interviews and oral sources, whereas the secondary source deal with
consulting of published and un published books, Journals, Newspapers, Articles etc. the paper ends up
with conclusion and bibliography.

Keywords: Historical Survey, Yandakan Katsina, District Heads

INTRODUCTION

Katsina is an old city located in Northern Nigerian. It is the administrative headquarters of Katsina
Emirate. Geographically, it is bounded by Sokoto in the West, Zaria in the South, Kano, Kazaure and
Daura to the East and Republic of Niger to the North.! Traditional political institution of the Sarauta
system had existed in Katsina since 15" century. Equally important that Kumayo dynasty was the first
dynasty that emerged in Katsina. The rulers at their own discretion appointed, among their most trusted
servants or any other individual who had achieved a certain level of influence or had been a success in
various fields of human developments to traditional titles that signified their contributions to the society.
Such appointments engendered peace and harmony in the society.”

With the coming of Islam into Hausa land in the 14™ century, the religion became a dominant factor that
determined the conduct of life style in the society. This brought about what is known as transformation of
the Sarauta system and incessant changes in the society. In other words, through the changes in terms of

I'R. W. Hull,, (1968). The Development of Administration in Katsina Emirate Northern Nigeria, 1887-1944. Unpublished Ph. D
Thesis. New York: Columbia University. P. 1.

2 S. Jamilu, (2010) “Traditional Institutions, Constitutions and Challenges of Time with Particular Reference to Northern
Nigeria.” A paper presented at the History Week, Department of History, Isa Kaita College of Education Dutsin-Ma,
Katsina, state P.3.
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political, economic and social behaviors of the people, many institutions of traditional political offices
based on Islamic religion were created in Katsina as was the case in other states in the Bilad — Al —Sudan.’
In the early part of the 19" century (1804), the Sokoto Jihad led to the demise of the former Hausa rulers
including Katsina. In Katsina Emirate, the Emir may choose the type of administrator to be appointed as
the title holder of a given area.* Katsina Emirate was administered by Ummaru Dallaji (one of the leading
Jihadists who went to Sokoto and collected a flag to wage the Jihad).

In Katsina, the issue of traditional titleholders was given a boost more especially during the reign of Emir
Muhammadu Dikko (1906 to 1944). Even though the various categories of title holders at that time were
not as many as we have today, it is worthy to note that during Muhammadu Dikko ‘Yanxaka title was
among the titles that played and is still playing an important role in the administration of Katsina
Emirate.®

The office of ‘Yandakan Katsina happened to be among the leading traditional titles in the administration
of the Emirate. Since the jihad of Usman Danfodio, the title continued to play significant role in the
history of Dutsin-Ma town and Katsina Emirate in general. For example, it is still among the body of
King Makers responsible for the appointment of a new Emirs other members include: Kauran Katsina
(District Head of Rimi), Galadiman Katsina (District Head of Malumfashi) and Durbin Katsina (District
Head of Jikamshi).” In view of the above, the work therefore, concentrates on the history of ‘Yandakan
Katsina District Head of Dutsin-Ma. This is so because the office plays an important role in the
administration of Katsina Emirate in particular and Dutsin-Ma District as well.

Conceptual Clarifications

Historical Survey

Any traditional title holding’s offices has a history the can be access and document for research and
documentation. This is very vital on the process of construction of a history in the society. Therefore, the
office of the ‘Yandakan Katsina District Head of Dutsin-Ma cannot be left aside on the attainment of this
objective. It is in line with this that this survey/research are carry out in order to bring out the role played
by this important title office in the History of not only Katsina emirate, Northern Nigeria but the country
as a whole. This may bring an outstanding evidence on the reconstruction of political, social and
economic history of the emirate, Northern Nigeria and the country in general. Therefore, the historical
survey into the office can be seen as an evidence whereby, it yield fruitful impact on the reconstruction of
the Nigerian history.

Yandakan Katsina

A notable scholar, Usman traced the history of the ‘Yandakawa to Malle, a small community in the
ancient Mali Empire. They migrated to Hausa land and settled in small community called Kwami, closed
to Batagarawa town in present Katsina State. This community known as Kwami was a settlement of
popular Islamic scholars which attracted the attention of different people from different places for the
purpose of preaching and disseminating knowledge to the populace. The founder of ‘Yandakawa was
known as Malam Usman Bakaduba (one who does not engage in fore tune tellers). He was a famous
scholar in Kasar Katsina and he was the father of Na’'Alhaji one of the three leading Jihadists in Katsina.8

3 8. Jamilu, (2008) The Roles of ‘Yandaka Title in the Administration of Katsina Emirate.” Journal of Humanities. Faculty of
Humanities. Katsina State University, Katsina. P. 146.

4Y. B. Usman., (1981), The Transformation of Katsina: (1400-1883) The Over throw of the Sarauta System and the
Establishment of the Emirate. Zaria: Ahmadu Bello University Press Ltd. P. 139.

L. Sani, (1993) The Great Province. Katsina: Lugga Press Ltd. P. 39.
7T. L, Ingawa. (1990) Katsina: A History of an Ancient city. Minna: Hamdala Printers and Publishers. Ltd. P. 75.
8 Oral interview with Ibrahim Abubakar, age 56 civil servant at his residence on 15/03/2026.
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Another source traced the origin of the ‘Yandakawa to the ancient time. This indicated that originally, the
term “Yandaka” was two separate words: “Yan — Daka.” These two separate words were combined
together to form ‘Yandaka.9 For easy understanding of the term, ‘Yandaka may easily seem to mean
people of “Daka.” Daka according to Bergery’s10 dictionary mean the inside of the house or room. In
this case, the word ‘Yandaka is popularly referred to as the people of “Daka” which in real sense, means
that the people known as ( ‘Yandaka) are the people with accommodating attitude in the society.
According to Usman, ‘Yandaka was one of the oldest settlements which later came together to form the
city of Katsina. He further claimed that, very early in the Katsina history there were “heads of the
religious cult” and that, these “Masu Gari” like the Durbi, the Samri and the ‘Yandaka would draw some
of their authority from their position within a senior lineage, an important religious cult or occupations.11
This indicates the fact that, Daka seems to be a shrine and the ‘Yandaka seem to mean the followers or
the people of the shrine which may be referred to as something like priests. When the term ‘Yandaka
came to be used in a singular form then it must have signified the chief priest or the chief of that
particular cult.12

Kofar Sauri in his contribution to the ‘Yandaka history traced the origin of the ‘Yandaka from the name
of a town called ‘Yandaki situated to the east of Katsina. It is stated in the same source that, the term
Yandaka was first confirmed on Na’Alhaji’s descendants in around 1822 by Sarkin Musulmi
Muhammadu Bello. It is important to note that the term ‘Yandaka is an old Hausa traditional title
(‘Yandakawa). The settlement was near Kofar ‘Yandaka, i.e. ‘Yandaka gate of Katsina city at ‘Yantaba
quarters. This was the initial settlement of ‘Yandakawa Hausa prior to the Jihad of 1804.13

District Heads

District Head is an important figure that played a significant influence on the decision making processes
of the Emirate. In Katsina Emirate, there are four District heads in the Emirate thus: Galadiman Katsina,
District head of Malumfashi, Kauran Katsina, District Head of Rimi, Yandakan Katsina, District head of
Dutsin — Ma and Durbin Katsina, District head of Jikamshi. These four district heads are the king makers
in the Katsina Emirate Council. They were charged with the responsibilities of appointing/selection and
dismissal of the Emir where applicable.'* The position of the District heads in terms of the decision
making processes of the council cannot be overemphasized.

The position of the Yandaka in Katsina Emirate Council in the 19" and 20™ centuries

‘Yandaka as a King Maker play an important role in Katsina. This can be seen from the ground that, right
from the Jihad period up to the present, the role of ‘Yandaka as a member of the body of electors of a new
Emir has been of great relevance, despite the fact that, outside forces seems to have influenced most of
the decision of such appointments. For example, during the colonial period, the British were able to
change a whole ruling dynasty in Katsina Emirate just to suit their needs and interests. This is an
indication that the body of electors was less powerful in terms of their mandate.

Furthermore, there arose many reasons as to why the administrative headquarters of ‘Yandakawa was
relocated by the British colonial officers from 7sauri to Dutsin-Ma. Most of the reasons were based on

9 J. Shehu (1999), The Transformation of Hausa Sarauta System into Emirate System: The ‘Yanxakawa of Katsina Emirate as a
case Study. A Paper Presented at the 42" Annual Congress of Historical Society of Nigeria University of Abuja
Gwagwalada Federal Capital Territory. P. 4 — 6.

10B. G. P. (1934) A Hausa — English Dictionary and English — Hausa Vocabulary. London: Oxford University Press Itd. P. 194.

1Y, B. Usman (1981) The Transformation of Katsina (1400 — 1883): ...................... Opcit. P. 13 — 14,
12'Y. B. Usman (1981) The Transformation of Katsina (1400 — 1883): .............cccecuev ... Opcit P. 13 - 14

B3 L. Y. K /Sauri (1992) Historical Origin and Development of Dutsin-Ma to C. 1979. A. M. A. Thesis Submitted to History
Department, Bayero University Kano. P. 49.

14 Oral interview with Malam Iro Bichi, age 76, Unguwa Ilu ward head, Dutsin-ma, on 10/03/2026
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economic and political reasons. For example, Dutsin-Ma was prominent in export of crops.!* But beyond
that, Dutsin-Ma not being far from Karaduwa facilitated easy movement of goods and services as well as
movement of British colonial officers. In another sense, Dutsin-Ma served as an easy link between
Katsina and Kaduna with little or no to hindrance movement for easy transportation between the two
places. This could have been the main reason for the transfer of the district’s headquarters from Tsauri to
Dutsin-Ma in 1928.
In another vein, in order to promote western education, the British established an elementary school at
Dutsin-Ma in April, 1929.' The British also made series of re-organizations of ¢ Yandaka District for their
selfish interest. For example, in 1940, the British amalgamated the former fifty one villages of ‘ Yandaka
territory to twenty one village units. The areas of jurisdiction of ‘Yandaka were reduces due to the
political changes in the country in 1976 under the federal government reform. The powers of the
traditional rulers were restricted. Also, between 1989 and 1991, more local government areas were
created in the country and ‘ Yandaka lost many territories to the newly created local government areas in
the state. Thus ‘Yandaka leadership was highly restricted to the small areas. In 1999, more village units
were created by the Katsina Emirate, but still the original power wielded by Yandaka could not be
restored.
Apart from being a King Maker, the office of the ‘ Yandaka also serves as the District Head of Dutsin-Ma
District south-western part of Katsina city. The area controlled by ‘Yandaka was very vast within the
Katsina Emirate namely: From ‘Yandaka to Dagelawal, Sanawa, ‘Yanshantuna, Nasarawa, Mahuta,
Rayi, Katanga up to boarder with Pawa. Therefore, the title was so important in the 18" century that,
Smith asserts that, “without the Sarki, Rukuni could not rule but without Rukuni neither could the
Sarki.”'" This indicates the importance attached to the Rukuni including the ‘Yandaka title in discharging
the administration of Hausa Sarauta system.
With the creation of the Sokoto caliphate, the newly created Emirates became bound to the Sarkin
Musulmi in Sokoto. This was so because, once any community decided to send a delegate to Gobir and
paid their allegiance and accepted the flag, they became legally bound under the Shari’ah (Islamic Law)
to submit themselves to the authority of the Centre.'® This indicates that, appointed Emirs had to travel to
Sokoto to show their allegiance, failure to do so was regarded as an aberration to the Sultan. It is equally
important to note that, the local electoral councils recommended appointment to the Emir. But
confirmation to the appointment has to be assented to by the Sarkin Musulmi in Sokoto and perhaps the
Sarkin Musulmi choice might not differ from that of the electoral council. Therefore, right from the
establishment of the Sokofo Caliphate, the electoral council’s functions started being eroded. In Katsina,
the power of the Sarkin Musulmi in matters of appointments and depositions was final.
It is important to note that, the ‘ Yandaka also played prominent role in settling disputes among the people
of his territory in the pre-colonial period. This was one of the primary functions vested on the hand of
‘Yandaka being the territorial Head of ‘ Yandaka territory. In other words, when conflict arose, people saw
‘Yandaka as dependable arbiter who normally intervened and solved the problems.!” Essentially, it is the
primary functions of the rulers to settle disputes or conflicts among the people. In fulfillment of this
function Gwadabe (2003) observes thus:

This was in addition to the emir maintaining his Sovereign control of the

land (Kasar Sarki). The position of the emir under this arrangement was

that of Uban Kasa (master of the land). He appointed and dismissed at

15 Tbid

P 193

16 Oral interview with Malam Lukman, age 65, mechanic at Dutsin - Ma, 22/03/2026.

7M. G. Smith,(1967). A Hausa Kingdom: Maradi under XanBaskore 1854 — 1875. ........cccoovvvuevennnnnn. Op-cit P. 100.
BR. A. Adeleye, (1974) The Sokoto Caliphate. In J. F. A. Ajayi and M. Crowder (ds) ,..............eevvveennnn. Op-cit P. 75.

19 Oral interview with Ibrahim Umar Dada, age 54, civil servant at his residence on 26/03/2026.
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will. He served as the final authority and his court has the final say on all
matters.”’
Furthermore, the office of ‘Yandaka is part of the decision making process of the Katsina Emirate
being one of the senior civil administrators in the Katsina Emirate.?! This was one of the most
important functions of ‘Yandaka title in the administration of Katsina Emirate council. The
involvement of the ‘Yandaka in the decision making process of Katsina Emirate could be in keeping
with the belief that to develop a society, decisions must be geared towards uplifting the administration
of the Emirate. Even though, all its component units must be practically carried out along during the
colonial period, the British continued to weaken the power of the traditional institutions of particular
concern however was the attempt by the British Colonial Authority to weaken the Local Authority by
intervening in the decision processes of the King Makers. It has been observed that, the British not
only made the King Makers of Katsina redundant, but they even changed the ruling dynasty from the
Dallazawa clan to Sullubawa clan, a situation that evoked resentment on the part of both King Makers
and the people of Katsina. But it was a task which the British accomplished in order to suit their own
convenience in the administration of Katsina.?
Emir Abubakar (1887 to 1905) of Dallazawa clan was accused not being cooperative attitudes with the
British. For example, he had refused to punish offenders even when directed by the Resident.” A part
from Emir Abubakar, the palace staff were also against the British interference in the Emirate. They
therefore, tried to discourage Resident Oliver in order to chase him out of the Emirate. But Resident
Oliver on the other hand was looking for some ways to reduce their powers and also punish the Emir.*
This scenario was captured below:
By 1904, Oliver had come to regards Emir Abubakar and his palace
Staff as the major obstacles to effective administration (Suitable for
themselves, i.e the British) in Katsina®
The appointment of Muhammadu Dikko on 25" January, 1907 as Emir of Katsina by Acting High
Commissioner Wallace served as a new development in the history of Katsina Emirate. His
appointment was met with the resistance from the king makers as well as the people of Katsina for the
first time in the history of Katsina. This was so because the appointment of Muhammad Dikko as the
new Emir of Katsina went contrary to the traditional procedure of the selection of the Emirs as well as
the alleged philosophy of the theory of the so-called indirect rule which the British emphasized.?® To
this day, it is the descendants of the Muhammadu Dikko who are ruling Katsina, representing on
enduring effort of colonial influence, Therefore, history has shown that, the role of the King Makers in
appointing a succeeding emir was more apparent than real. There had never been a time when their
choice of the king makers was assented to by the British. Thus in 1944, when Emir Muhammadu Dikko
died, it was the same British who appointed Usman Nagogo as the new Emir.

20 M. M. Gwadabe (2003), The Evolution of the District Head System in Kano and the Creation of Kumbotso District 1903 — 1916.
Kano Studies: A Journal of Savanna and Sudanic Research, new series 2000 Vol. I, No. 2, (2003), Bayero University Kano.
P.7-8.

21 Oral interview with Alh. Ibrahim Dansani, age 65, farmer at his Residence on 02/04/2026.
22 J. Shehu (1999) The Transformation of Hausa Sarauta System into Emirate System: ........................... Opcit P. 8.

23 Katsina Division Monthly Report, 1904, quoted in R. W. Hull, (1968), The Development of the Administration in Katsina
Emirate 1887 — 1944. A. PhD Thesis Submitted to Californian University, New York. P. 114.

26 T, B. Ingawa (1984) The Study of the Rural Economic History of the Major Cotton Production Districts in Katsina Emirate
during the Colonial Period C. 1900 — 1939. A ph. D Thesis (History). London: P. 43.
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After the end of the colonial rule, things continued to be the way they had been. The King Maker’s role
of selecting a new Emir was not real. In fact, the present government continues to play the same
dominant role as was played by the British. Even after the death of the Emir of Katsina Usman Nagogo
in 1981, things did not change either.

Therefore, right from the Jikad of 1804, the King Makers’ body in Katsina Emirate which comprised
the Kaura, ‘Yandaka, Galadima and Durbi existed only in name. A high authority in government
performed it’s the function of appointing a succeeding Emir. And even with the restructuring of the
Katsina Emirate council in 1999, the issue remains as the King Makers exercise little power in terms of
selecting the Emir in the Emirate.

It is important to note that, the electoral body still maintained the role of advisory capacity in the
administration of Katsina Emirate. In Katsina, the power to appoint the emir was passed on to the
Katsina state government. What is important here to note is that, ‘Yandaka office still remains as part of
the Katsina King Makers. In the line with the above, ‘Yandakawa had continued to play an important
role in the history of Katsina Emirate. They became active during the Jihad of 1804 and after the Jihad,
they came to control large areas. ‘Yandakawa was (and still is) a member of Katsina King Makers. At
the end of the nineteenth century, they were fairly subordinated to the Emir. However, with the coming
of the British colonial officers, and their re-organization, ‘Yandaka District which composed about fifty
one villages was established and subjected to the British colonial authority.?’

Above all it has been observed that the traditional institutions/rulers as well as Native Authority Police
were used by the British colonial officers as instrument that supported the indirect rule system to ensure
efficiency in running the administration of Katsina Emirate and the new experience was transferred to
other Emirates.”® This was yet another function which ‘Yandaka had played in the interest of the British
which in turn helped to advance the Emirate. It is equally understood that an Emir must be in
compliance with the interests of the British colonial policies in as much as that particular Emir wanted
to maintain his authority. Likewise, the traditional leaders of various Districts had to receive orders
from the Emir which mostly used to be in accordance with the British interests.

The Political Structure of ‘Yandaka office

Every political institution has a political structure within which policies and programs of those political
units revolve. In other words, for political institutions to flourish, they have to be supported by some
subordinates in executing its policies and programs.

In view of the above, part from ‘Yandaka being the traditional District Head of Dutsin-Ma District, the
administration of ‘Yandaka has been associated with some units which assist the office in the
administrative activities of the District. These include the following: Kwaya, Dansannabi, Rafi and
Sarkin Fulani. 1t is not clear whether these title offices existed since the time of Hausa rulers or
whether the title was installed by ‘Yandakawa Fulbe after the Jihad of 1804. However most of the oral
sources indicate that the titles were probably adopted after the Jihad. Therefore, if we consider this to
be of Fulbe structure, then we would have to explain why they have distinctive Hausa names or terms
(for example: the Sarkin Fulani). 1t is likely, that ‘Yanxakawa evolved these titles immediately or
shortly after the Jihad®® and perhaps, that reflected pre-existing structures or else established Hausa and
Fulani relationships. Indeed, long before the Jihadists became rulers, they had chiefs who dealt with the
Hausa rulers and although, they preferred to be called with Fulbe term (e g Ardo). For the Hausa, they

27 J. Shehu (2008) The Role of the ‘Yanxaka Title in the Administration of the Katsina Emirate. Taguwa Journal of Humanities.
Faculty of Humanities, Katsina State University. Vol. I, No. 1. P. 150 — 151.

28 L. Y. K/Sauri (2004).Native Authority Police in Katsina Emirate 1903 — 1968. A Research Proposal for Doctoral Degree Thesis
in History Submitted to Department of History, Bayero University Kano. P. 10 — 11.
2 Oral interview with Alh. Abdu, age 62, wards Head at his Residence on 12/06/2026.
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would have had a translated Hausa version of that Sarkin Fulani. In fact, Sarkin Fulani is the only one
that survives today.*

Kwaya:
It has been stated that, ‘Yandakawa perhaps created the title of Kwaya after the Kofar Kwaya in Katsina
city which had once fallen under their administration.’! It has been said that, the title of Kwaya was
usually given to the junior brother of ‘Yandaka in which he was charged with the administration of
Kwaya gate.* In another study Kofar Sauri shows that, the title was given to the uncle of ‘Yankaka. He
further asserts that the function of Kwaya was like Waziri (deputy of ‘Yandaka) and that, his advice to
‘Yandaka was mostly accepted.* But it has been argued that there was a time when the son of ‘Yandaka
Abubakar (1842 to 1845) served as Kwaya and he was in charge of the territory of Tsaskiya.>*
Similarly, Usman before his appointment as ‘Yandaka (1895 to 1925) had held the title of Kwaya and
he was in charge of the Tsaskiya territory.*®> The foregoing indicates that Kwaya was saddled with the
responsibility of administering ‘Yandaka territory.

Dansannabi:
This was also another title evolved by ‘Yandakawa Fulbe. The title was usually given to the second
elderly son of ‘Yandaka. The primary function of the title is said to be sending messages in and round
‘Yandaka District.*® There was also an oral source which indicated that the title was held by the village
Head of Batagarawa before the transfer of the headquarters to Tsauri.’” The oral source indicated that,
he owned a lot of camels and donkeys at Tsauri as well as large farm estate, where Baba and Shuni
(local dye) were produced which were exported to Kumasi (Ghana)*® Later the title was also used as a
name, for example, Xansannabi Abara, who was the son of ‘Yandaka Usman (1895 — 1925).
Dansannabi Abara acted as Wakili of ‘Yandaka from 1921 to 1925.%

Rafi:
This was the title associated with water resources. It was reported that, all activities related to water
were used under the control of Rafi.** The title was usually given to the first son of ‘Yandaka. Some of
‘Yandakawa who had held the title of Rafi were: Rafi Isiyaku and Rafi Dansannabi Abara.*'

Sarkin Fulani:
The title was usually given to the third son of ‘YanDaka. An oral source indicated that all Fulbe
residing in ‘Yandaka territory were under the Sarkin Fulani.** But another source indicated that Sarkin
Fulani served as an office clerk and revenue collector.*® ‘Yandaka Muhammadu Sada Lawal (1895 to
1925) and ‘Yanxaka Sada bin Usman (1929 to 1940) were among ‘Yandakawa Fulani who held the title
of Sarkin Fulani.** With the exception of this title (Sarkin Fulani,) all the other titles had disappeared
which might be as a result of the fact that during that period ‘Yandakawa didn’t have enough children to
be given the title. Muhammadu Sada Abdullahi, son of ‘Yandaka Abdullahi Maikano who served
between 1959 and 1979) is still serving as Sarkin Fulani, without any portfolio.

30 Tbid

3UL. Y. K/Sauri (1998) History of Dutsin-Ma. Kaduna: Sahab International Printers. P. 30.

32 Oral interview with Malam Lukman, age 65, mechanic at Dutsin — Ma, 22/03/2026.

3 L.Y. K/Sauri (1998) History of Dutsin-Ma...................... Op-cit P. 31.

30Tl INTEIVIEW . ..etiiieeii et Op-cit

35 Oral interview with Alh. AbdulKadir, age 77, Farmer at his Residence on 20/04/2026

36 Oral interview with Malam Lukman ............................. Op-cit

37 Tbid

38 Tbid

3L, Y. K/Sauri (1998) History of Dutsin-Ma...............coevvvneiiunnerinnnnnn. Op-cit P. 32.
40 Oral interview with Ibrahim Abubakar, age 56 civil servant at his residence on 15/03/2026.
41 Oral interview with Malam LUKMAN ........oouuiiiiiiiiiii e Op-cit
42 Tbid

B L. Y. K/Sauri (1998) History of Dutsin-Ma..............cccooeivniiieeiinainnainnnns Op-cit P. 32
4 Oral interview with Malam LuKman ...................ccoeeiiniiniiniiiieieinennns. Op-cit
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CONCLUSION

Some historical account has been written about ‘Yandaka Fulbe by some historians. The focus of this
survey is to provide the missing links in what has been written about the office. In view of the above, this
work has come out in analyses the origin of ‘Yandakawa, the place of ‘Yandaka office in the Katsina
Emirate, the political structure of ‘Yandaka office, the contributions of ‘Yandakawa toward the nineteenth
century Sokoto Jihad, the impact of the Jikad on ‘Yandaka office, the role played by the colonialists on the
transformation of ‘Yandaka office; the relocation of ‘Yandaka office from Tsauri to Dutsin-Ma, the
contribution of ‘Yandakawa towards the development of Dutsin-Ma in particular and Katsina Emirate in
general, the major achievements of ‘Yandaka rulers in the post-colonial period as well as conclusion,
references and appendix.

The role played by ‘Yandaka office has been explained in details with particular reference to Dutsin-Ma
District. In fact, their ancestor Mallam Na’Alhaji was among the three (3) leading Jihadists who travelled
to Sokoto and collected flags from the Shehu Usman Danfodion with which they returned to Katsina and
executed a jihad. Na’Alhaji and his followers had their base at Zakka and it was there that Na 'Alhaji died
in the early part of the Jihad period.

Furthermore, the role played by each ‘Yandaka rulers has also been discussed, right from their settlement
at Katsina up to their establishment at Dutsin-Ma. In fact, they finally established themselves at Dutsin-Ma
in 1928 as a result of the pressure from the British. Also the conquest and creation of the District Head
system had been discussed. This was basically done by the British colonial officers in order to ensure
effective administration of the conquered people. From 1905 to 1906, Dutsin-Ma District was created.
From that time, the British administration in the Emirate influenced ‘Yandaka District/Territory. It is
equally noted that prior to the arrival of the British, ‘Yandaka ruled about forty one (41) villages. But by
1940, the British amalgamated these villages to twenty one (21) for effective administration. It was from
that time that, ‘Yandaka started losing some of their territories.

In another development, the weakness of Katsina electoral council in terms of emir appointment into the
office has been shown. The reason for this is not far-fetched during the colonial period, the decision of this
electoral council was not effective in the decision and appointing new emir in the Emirate as colonial
officer’s influence may intervene.

It was observed that political developments in the country after the independent have greatly affected the
administration of ‘Yandaka office. This could be seen in 1976 with the implementation of the 1976 local
government reforms that restricted the power of the traditional institutions. Also during the period of
Babangida’s administration, the creation of more Local Government Councils made Yandaka lost much
territory. Today, only small areas are said to be under the control of ‘Yandaka, despite the creation of more
village units by the Katsina Emirate council under the directives of the state government in 1999.

Finally, it is hoped that the fact of history expanded in this work will further create awareness to readers
about the origin of ‘Yandaka, the historical phases it has had to pass through till date as well as the growth
and development recorded during the reign of different rulers who have occupied the office including the
present occupier of the office. It is also hoped that the research will stimulate further interest in covering
any gap the present work may not have covered.
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