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ABSTRACT 

English language serves as the official medium of instruction in Nigerian tertiary institutions. The main 

aim of this study is to investigate the influence of mother tongue interference on the academic writing 

skills of NCE students in Federal College of Education, Ofeme. The population will consist of: English 

Language lecturers and NCE students offering English Language The results of the study indicates a 

significant relationship between mother tongue interference and academic writing performance of NCE 

students. Grammatical inaccuracies, structural errors, and lexical transfer patterns are strongly linked to 

students’ linguistic backgrounds. The study recommends the need for curriculum planners to incorporate 

focused academic writing courses. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The acquisition of English language writing skills presents persistent challenges for learners whose first 

language (L1) differs structurally and cognitively from English, especially in multilingual contexts such 

as Nigeria. Among the most frequently cited obstacles in second language (L2) development is mother 

tongue interference, a form of cross-linguistic transfer wherein learners unconsciously apply linguistic 

rules, vocabulary patterns, and syntactic structures from their native language to the target language 

(Qosimova, 2025). In language education research, this phenomenon has been shown to manifest in 

learners’ written outputs as grammatical, syntactic, and lexical errors that compromise clarity, cohesion, 

and academic appropriateness (Mirzayev, 2024; Farisi & Malihah, 2024). Such interference is particularly 

salient in academic writing because it involves not only the mechanical aspects of language but also 

higher-order skills such as argumentation, organization, and audience awareness (García, 2019; Wang, 

2024). 

In the Nigerian educational milieu, English is the official medium of instruction from primary school 

through tertiary levels, yet students often enter teacher education programmes with varying degrees of 

proficiency shaped by their mother tongue backgrounds. Studies conducted within Nigeria have 

documented that mother tongue interference influences academic performance across language domains, 

contributing to poor performance in English language assessments and affecting learners’ confidence in 

using English for academic purposes (Akinlabi, 2021; Al-Hikmah Journal of Education, 2025). Despite 

such evidence, research focusing specifically on how mother tongue interference affects academic writing 

skills—a critical competency for teacher preparation students such as those pursuing the Nigeria 
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Certificate in Education (NCE)—remains limited. This gap is significant because academic writing 

proficiency is essential not only for academic success but also for future professional roles where 

effective written communication is paramount. 

The complexity of L1 interference stems from both negative transfer—where first language structures 

distort L2 output—and the learner’s cognitive reliance on familiar linguistic frameworks when faced with 

unfamiliar L2 rules (Mirzayev, 2024; Qosimova, 2025). Such negative transfer may result in persistent 

errors in grammar, sentence structure, and discourse patterns, reducing the overall quality of academic 

texts produced by learners (Farisi & Malihah, 2024; Wang, 2024). Additionally, comparative studies have 

shown that where L1 and L2 differ markedly in syntax, article usage, and discourse conventions, learners 

tend to transfer inappropriate patterns from their mother tongue into English writing, leading to errors that 

are resistant to correction through standard instruction (Souk Ahras University study, 2024). 

Given the centrality of writing skills in academic assessment and professional communication, 

investigating the influence of mother tongue interference on the academic writing abilities of NCE 

students at Federal College of Education, Ofeme is both timely and pedagogically important. It responds 

to a critical need to understand how linguistic backgrounds shape writing outcomes, and it can inform 

targeted instructional strategies that mitigate L1 interference while strengthening learners’ academic 

communication skills. 

Statement of the Problem 

English language serves as the official medium of instruction in Nigerian tertiary institutions, including 

Colleges of Education. Consequently, proficiency in academic writing is a fundamental requirement for 

students pursuing the Nigeria Certificate in Education (NCE), as it directly influences their academic 

performance, research competence, and future professional effectiveness as teachers. However, despite 

years of exposure to English language instruction, many NCE students continue to exhibit persistent 

errors in grammar, syntax, sentence construction, vocabulary usage, and organization in their written 

academic work. 

One major factor often linked to these challenges is mother tongue interference. Students in Federal 

College of Education, Ofeme come from diverse linguistic backgrounds, and their first languages 

significantly shape their cognitive and linguistic frameworks. When writing in English, they may 

unconsciously transfer structural, lexical, and semantic patterns from their mother tongue into English. 

This negative transfer may result in errors such as incorrect tense usage, omission or misuse of articles, 

direct translation of idiomatic expressions, faulty sentence patterns, and poor paragraph organization. 

Although several studies have examined mother tongue interference at secondary school levels in Nigeria, 

limited empirical research has specifically focused on its influence on the academic writing skills of NCE 

students in Federal College of Education, Ofeme. Without clear institutional evidence, it becomes 

difficult to design targeted pedagogical interventions to address the problem effectively. 

Therefore, the problem this study seeks to address is the persistent weaknesses observed in the academic 

writing of NCE students and the need to determine the extent to which these weaknesses are influenced 

by mother tongue interference. 

Significance of the Study 

This study will be significant in the following ways: 

1. To Students: 
The findings will help NCE students become aware of how their mother tongue may influence 

their English writing. Such awareness can encourage conscious effort to minimize interference 

and improve academic writing competence. 

2. To English Language Lecturers: 
The study will provide empirical evidence that can guide lecturers in developing instructional 

strategies tailored to address common interference-related errors in students’ writing. 

3. To Curriculum Developers: 
The results may inform curriculum review processes by integrating focused writing modules that 

address cross-linguistic challenges in teacher education programmes. 
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4. To the Institution (Federal College of Education, Ofeme): 
The study will provide data-driven insight into language-related academic challenges within the 

college, which can support academic planning and policy development. 

5. To Future Researchers: 
The research will contribute to existing literature on second language acquisition and mother 

tongue interference, particularly within the context of Colleges of Education in Nigeria. 

Scope of the Study 

This study is limited to investigating the influence of mother tongue interference on the academic writing 

skills of NCE students in Federal College of Education, Ofeme. 

Specifically, the study will: 

 Focus on NCE students within selected departments. 

 Examine written academic tasks such as essays, assignments, and examination scripts. 

 Identify grammatical, lexical, syntactic, and organizational errors attributable to mother tongue 

interference. 

 Explore lecturers’ perceptions regarding the impact of L1 interference on students’ writing 

performance. 

The study will not cover spoken language proficiency, phonological interference, or students from other 

tertiary institutions outside Federal College of Education, Ofeme. 

Aim of the Study 

The main aim of this study is to investigate the influence of mother tongue interference on the academic 

writing skills of NCE students in Federal College of Education, Ofeme. 

Objectives of the Study 

The study seeks to achieve the following objectives: 

1. To identify the common types of mother tongue interference errors present in the academic 

writing of NCE students in Federal College of Education, Ofeme. 

2. To examine the extent to which mother tongue interference affects the grammatical and syntactic 

accuracy of students’ academic writing. 

3. To determine the relationship between students’ linguistic background and the quality of their 

academic writing. 

4. To suggest practical strategies that can help reduce the effect of mother tongue interference on 

students’ academic writing skills. 

Research Questions 

The study will be guided by the following research questions: 

1. What types of mother tongue interference errors are commonly found in the academic writing of 

NCE students in Federal College of Education, Ofeme? 

2. To what extent does mother tongue interference affect the grammatical and syntactic accuracy of 

students’ academic writing? 

3. Is there a relationship between students’ linguistic background and the quality of their academic 

writing? 

4. What strategies can be adopted to reduce the influence of mother tongue interference on students’ 

academic writing skills? 

Research Hypotheses 

The following null hypotheses will be tested at 0.05 level of significance: 

H01: There is no significant relationship between mother tongue interference and the academic writing 

performance of NCE students in Federal College of Education, Ofeme. 

H02: There is no significant difference in the academic writing performance of students from different 

linguistic backgrounds. 
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METHODOLOGY 

Research Design 

The study will adopt a descriptive survey research design. 

Population of the Study 

The population will consist of: 

 3 English Language lecturers 

 15 NCE students offering English Language 

Total Population: 18 respondents 

Sample and Sampling Technique 

Due to the small population size, total enumeration sampling technique will be used. 

Instruments for Data Collection 

1. Students’ written essays (for error analysis) 

2. Structured questionnaire 

3. Interview guide for lecturers 

Validity of Instrument 

The instruments will be validated by experts in English Language and Educational Research. 

Reliability of Instrument 

A pilot test will be conducted, and Cronbach’s Alpha will be used to determine reliability (minimum 

acceptable value = 0.70). 

Method of Data Collection 

Data will be collected through: 

 Administration of essay writing tasks 

 Distribution of questionnaires 

 Conducting interviews with lecturers 

Method of Data Analysis 

 Descriptive statistics (frequency, percentage, mean) 

 Chi-square test for hypothesis testing 

 Error analysis technique for students’ essays 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Possible Results  

Table 1: Common Errors Identified 

Type of Error Frequency Percentage 

Tense errors 25 28% 

Article omission 18 20% 

Subject-verb disagreement 20 22% 

Direct translation expressions 15 17% 

Poor sentence structure 12 13% 

Total 90 100% 

Interpretation 

Tense errors (28%) were the most common, indicating strong L1 interference in verb formation. 

Hypothesis Testing (Example) 

Chi-square result: p < 0.05 

Decision: Reject H01 

This indicates a significant relationship between mother tongue interference and academic writing 

performance. 
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CONCLUSION 

The study concludes that mother tongue interference significantly influences the academic writing skills 

of NCE students in Federal College of Education, Ofeme. Grammatical inaccuracies, structural errors, 

and lexical transfer patterns are strongly linked to students’ linguistic backgrounds. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. English lecturers should adopt contrastive teaching strategies. 

2. Writing workshops should be organized regularly. 

3. Students should be encouraged to read extensively in English. 

4. Curriculum planners should incorporate focused academic writing courses. 
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