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ABSTRACT

Definition of syllable, structure of Hausa syllable, structure of English syllable, a comparative and a
contrastive analysis of both English and Hausa language syllable, phonetic and phonological illustrations
of both language.
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INTRODUCTION

A syllable is a segment of speech that consists of a vowel, with or without one or more accompanying
consonant sounds immediately preceding or 1 following. For example a, I, cap, snap, how etc. (Yule,
2007). Syllable is studied from the phonetic and phonological point of view since it represents one of the
basic components in phonetics and phonology. From a phonetic view point attempts have been made to
define the syllables of a language on the basis of articulatory effort needed in order to produce them. The
pulse or motor theory of syllable production proposed by the psychologist R.H. Strets on (1892 - 1950)
argued that each syllable corresponds to an increase in air pressure, air from the lungs being released as a
series of chest pulse which can be readily felt and measured particularly in emphatic speech, but it is also
difficult to detect such a pulse in adjacent syllables as when two vowels co-occur. E.g. going which is two
syllables but usually said in a single muscular effort. A syllable is a unit of pronunciation typically larger
than a single sound and smaller than a word. 2 A word containing a single syllable called monosyllabic
e.g. have single syllable they called syllabic for example cattle, in, on, at etc.

If it contains more than one rattle etc. Structure A structure can be defined as a string of consonants and
vowels. The set of items which contrasts at a particular place in a structure is referred to as system,
various elements of the system or sub-systems combine in certain ways which reveal the various levels
of structure of the sound system. 3 The construction of a syllable is always organized around a vowel
which is the nucleus i.e. the indispensable element of the syllable. What comes before the nucleus is
called onset and what follows 4 is called termination. Neither termination nor on set are necessary.
(Lado, R. 1957).
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The first flat, onset -rime and body-coda theories of syllable structure illustrated with the word man, cap.
Where the vowel groups with neither the onset nor the coda. And the second theory of moric syllable
structure is illustrated with/ cap /and/ keep/ Where the vowel in the first mora and the coda in the second
with the complication that a long vowel is considered to be simultaneously in both moras. ( Yale
University Press, 2000)

Review so far the written have been talking about phonetic features they apply to single phonetic
segments, or phones. Phonetic features can also apply to a string. of severalsounds, such as a syllable, or
an entire word or utterance. The study of phonological features which apply to groups larger than the
single segment, such as the syllable or the word, are known as suprasegmental features. The study of
these features is known as prosody. The most obvious prosodic feature in language is the syllable. Like
all of our other basic linguistic concepts. 10 The concept "syllable" is  difficult to define in absolute
terms. 11 But base on Articulatory definition a syllable depends on the obstruction of the vocal tract
during speech, the nucleus of a syllable may be defined as the point when the airstream is least
obstructed, the sonorant peak. /go over which sounds are least sonorant to most sonorant (Jaggar, 2001)
On Acoustic definition: The nucleus of a syllable is formed by a sonorant peak. Syllables are groups of
sounds that cluster around a sonorant peak; the peak is usually a vowel, although liquids can also
function as a sonorant peak. On Physiological definition: A syllable corresponds to a chest pulse (main
body of air released). Sometimes two vowels run together, difficult to determine what constitutes a chest
pulse: realtor/ rilter. (compare to three-fifths, neighbor). Also, not the words few, new.

On Psychological definition. A syllable is naturally recognized by the mind as a unit. We speak with
syllables, not sounds. The first phonetic writing systems were syllabaries, each symbol stood for a
consonant + a vowel. Syllables are evident in language errors as well, slips of the tongue usually involve
an unconscious and involuntary exchange of sounds from one syllable to the next, such as these
Spoonerisms: a malt whiskey a walt miskey, sons of toil = tons of soil. However, syllable, can be seen as
the sound segments of any language be perceived by the ear as being roughly divisible into syllables. This
universal is probably physiologically based, since all humans breathe out while talking for the most part,
more air escapes during certain points in the speech act than at others.

Syllable, is a segment of speech that consists of a vowel, with or without one or more accompanying
consonant sounds immediately preceding or following-for example, a, 12 1, out, too, cap, snap, check. A
syllabic consonant, such as the final n sound in button and widen, also constitutes a syllable. Closed
(checked) syllables are those that end in a consonant; 13 open' (free) syllables end in a vowel. The role
that syllables play in the production of speech is a matter of considerable debate. A syllable is a unit of
speech composed of a vowel sound or a combination of consonant and vowel sounds; the sounds pa, pe,
pi, po, pu are different syllables and are easily distinguished in a word (Brown, 2014) The word paper has
two syllables, pa-per.

Syllables in its broadest sense, is the studied from the phonetic and phonological point of view since it
represents one of the basic components in phonetics and phonology. The syllable is a fundamentally
important unit in both phonetics and phonology is an element of speech that acts as a unit of rhythm,
consisting of a vowel, 15 a syllabic consonant or vowel , consonant combination. On the other hand, is
often described as a 16 group of one or more sounds with a peak or nucleus. Phonetically speaking, the
air pressure is most noticeable in the nucleus. The hearer may distinguish the central part of a syllable
because it has more prominence than the surrounding sounds, but people often have difficulty in hearing
when one syllable ends and another begins, for example, the word "bitter"(b'Ita) may be heard as (bi-tter,
bit-ter or bitt-er). Phonologically speaking, a syllable is defined as the way in which vowels and
consonants combine to form various sequences. The study of the location of sounds in sequence is called
phonotactics. Vowels can form a syllable on their own or they can be the centre 17 or nucleus " of a
syllable, e.g. [e] in bed [b I ed],I [al]. (P .Roach 2000)In addition, some consonants like I m, n, 1] are
called syllabic consonants since they function as syllables in final position and also we have what is
called" minimum syllable If, as in [|m ] to show agreement and [ 1/] to keep someone quiet and these are
consonant sounds, but they have meaning a syllable are divides into two parts onset plus rthyme (hence
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nucleus & coda). For example, sit consists onset[s]+nucleus|1]+coda[?t]]; therefore [I] + [?t j represent
the rhyme part of the syllable as in fig ure 1 [ s1? t] Onest Rhyme [s] [I?t] nucleus coda (termination)
Figure (1) [I]

[?t]. The proposed definitions of the term "syllable" can be divided into three types: phonetic,
phonological and phonotactic.

Phonetic and phonological illustration of Hausa and English Sounds

Hausa has between 23 and 25 consonant phonemes depending on the speaker.

Consonant phonemes

Dorsal
Post-
Bilabial | Alveolar | alveolar Glottal
front | plain | round
Nasal m n
implosive | b d
voiced b d (d)3 1 ] qv
Plosive/
Affricate | ¢opyjs t t[ c k kv ?
ejective (s’ tP) i kK’ kv’
L. voiced z
Fricative  —
tenuis [0} s I h
Approximant 1 1] W
Rhotic r L

The three-way contrast between palatalized velars /¢ y ¢’/, plain velars /k g k’/, and labialized velars /k¥ g¥
k*’/ is found only before long and short /a/, e.g. /c’a:ra/ ('grass'), /k’a:ra:/ ('to increase'), /k"’a:ra:/ ('shea-
nuts'). Before front vowels, only palatalized and labialized velars occur, e.g. /ci:fi:/ (jealousy’) vs. /k¥i:6i:/
(‘'side of body"). Before rounded vowels, only labialized velars occur, e.g. /k¥o:ra:/ (‘'ringworm").
Similarities of the Vowels

1. All the Hausa and English vowels are oral sounds, not nasals.
2. Vowels of Hausa and English are all voiced.
3. Vowels of the two languages are said to be characterized by a free flow of air through the

oral cavity.
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4, The two languages distinguishing features of their vowels are therefore determined
largely by tongue position.

5. The three vowels [a], [i] and [u] are universal, in the sense that, they are found in almost
all languages; Hausa and English inclusive.

6. Long [a:], asin ‘faatu’— skin, ‘maamuu’ — those praying in congregation is similar
to the vowel in English; father.

7. In other closed syllables, [a] is pronounced as alow vowel similar to that in

American English; box or taco, for instance, ‘farka’ — wake up. And also, in open syllables, [a]

often raises to the schwa-like sound in English.

8. Hausa vowel [e(e)] and [o(0) are normally pronounced like the vowel in English.

9. Long [i], as in ‘fito’ — whistling, is similar to that of English as in feet,
whereas short [i] as in ‘fito’— ferrying is similar to the initial vowel in English; fitting.
10. Hausa long [u] as in ‘kuuka’ — baobab is similar to the vowel in English boot.

Whereas short [u], in ‘kuka’ — you (pl.), is similar to the vowel in English; cook.

11. There exist front, back and central vowels in both the two languages (Hausa and
English).

12. Hausa and English have ten (10) monophthongs (long) each.

13. Hausa and English have four (4) short and long rounded vowels each.

14. Hausa and English have four (4) short and long front vowels each.

15. Hausa and English; both have Diagonal diphthongs in which the

movement is across the vowel quadrilateral position.

Dissimilarities of the Vowels
1. Hausa has only diagonal diphthongs unlike English that has diagonal, vertical as well as

centering diphthongs respectively.

2. Hausa has no schwa vowel, but English has.

3. Hausa has two semi-vowels /w/ and /y/, but English has three; /h/, /w/ and /y/
respectively.

4. Hausa has no r-colored vowel which exists especially in American English.

5. Hausa has no half-closed, half-opened as well as higher mid-central vowels, but

English has; such as /&/, /*/ and /ar/ respectively.

6. Hausa has five (5) monophthongs (short) while English has seven (7).
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7. Hausa has four (4) diphthongs while English has up to eight (8) (centring and
decentering).

8. Hausa has six (6) short and long spread vowels while English has eight (8).

9. Hausa has two (2) short and long central vowels but those in English are three

3).

10. The short and long back vowels in Hausa are four (4) while those in English are five
().

11. The total number of vowels (short, long and diphthongs) in Hausa is fourteen

(14)  while that of English is twenty (20).

Major Types Of Syllables
English syllables are classified into simple and complex according to their structure. The simple syllable
consists of a nucleus only or a nucleus with one consonant preceding it and or another consonant
following it. Consequently, the simple syllable has the structures: V, CV, VC and CVC as in "I" ['al) ,
"knee" [n'i:] , "if T1f] and dogjd'ng]. Other types of syllables are complex, i.e., they have cluster(s) of
consonants before and /or after the vowel. Concerning the longest complex monosyllable English words,
the following is a list of some of the nine- letter English words which have (7) sounds that each consists
of a single complex syllable: letter Monosyllabic words in English The word narrow Trans. syllable
structure scratched [skr're?ft] CCCVCCC straights [strel2t/t] CCCVCCC stretched [str'e?!ft]]
CCCVCCC scrounged [skr'aundgd] cceveee scrunched [sk'at]t] ecevcee strengths [str'enOs]
CCCVCCC.
Open vs. Closed Syllables Syllables are divided into open and closed according to the ending of the
syllable. Open (free) syllables are those that end with a vowel or diphthong, i.e., they end with "nuclei".
Closed syllables (also called complete or blocked) are those that have at least one consonant following
the vowel, i.e., they end with 'coda’. Thus, closed syllables are those that have a branching rhyme while
open syllables have a non-branching rhyme.The most common closed syllable has the structure CVC as
in -"died" [d'ald]. This type of syllables, that has the eve structure, is thought to be a subsequent
innovation of the open syllable ev. On the other hand, the most common open syllable has the structure
CV, as in "we" [wi:] , the CV (a consonant followed by a vowel) structure, which is not closed by another
consonant, is regarded as a basic phonological unit in all languages since relatively all languages have it
in their structures and may be the first systematic utterances of children are expected to be of this form.
Each type in English monosyllabic words as illustrated below: Table (2) Open and closed Syllables (A).
Closed syllables ve is ['iz] vee end ['end]

VCCC ants [ents] CCCVCCC prompts [prompts] CVC

moon [m'u:n] CVCC jump [d3amp] CVCCC hands

[h'endz] CVCCCC sixths [s'lksOs] CCCVC plants

[Pl'eent] CCVCCC twelfths [twelf ©] CCCVC strong [

108



Abdullahi et al...... ..Int. J. Inn. Lit., Lang. & Arts Studies 14(3):104-113, 2026

str'on] CCCVCC springs [spr'lnz] CCCVCCC splints

[spl'Ints] (B.) Open syllables V or [O:] CV sea [s'i:] ecv

through [Or'u:] ecev screw [skr'u:].

Strong Vs Weak Syllables Phoneticians have found that it is useful to make a distinction between
syllables that have more prominent nucleus and less prominent nucleus .In this respect they divided
syllables into strong and weak syllables. (Roach, 1999)18 refers to strong syllables using the terms
"heavy" and "long", and to weak syilables using the terms "light" and "short". These two types of
syllables can be described in part in terms of stress since they are closely associated with this aspect.
Also, in a polysyllabic word there is always a syllable with primary stress; this syllable is called a "strong
syllable". Syllables that have no stress are known as "weak syllablcs",syllables can be metrically "heavy';
or "light":- a light syllable is one whose rhyme comprises a short vowel nucleus alone or followed by a
coda of no more than one short consonant, thus it has the structure CV or CVC. In fact, English puts
certain restrictions on the structures of strong syllables. They can  be open only if they contain a 20
long vowel or a diphthong and only a closed strong syllable may have a short vowel. In other words, long
vowels and diphthongs can occur in  both open 21 as in "sue" [s'u:], "bay"[b'el] and closed as in
"bean"[b'i:n]and "eight"['e[?t]which constitute strong syllables, whereas short vowels occur only in 22
closed ones as in

"cat" [k hae?t] and "ill" [II]. Generally, strong syllables can have in its centre any long vowel, like the first
syllable of the word "father [f'a:ds] or diphthong as the first syllable of the word "daily" [d'ell] except the
vowel [a]. whereas weak syllables can only have the following types of nucleus (Roach, 1999:76): A.
Short Schwa Schwa is symbolized as /o/, which is the most common unstressed vowel in English. This
vowel occurs initially e.g. "alive" [ol'alv], medially e.g. "forget" [fo'ge?t] finally as in "cinema"
[s'Inoma]. Many English words have one stressed vowel and a schwa in their unstressed syllables as in
"purpose [p'a:pas], "elephant” [ellfant] and "tremendous" [trom'endas] . Actually in English, there are
words that have two forms in pronunciation: one with short schwa (the weak form) and the other with
some other vowels like [I] /& / and /o/ instead of this schwa. For example, "of has the weak form [av] and
the strong form ([ov] ). The [ i, u] vowels. The weak syllable can have one of two other vowels as its
centre. The first is a vowel that occurs in the general area between /i:/ and /I/ while the second one lies in
the region between /u:/ and /u/. Here, unlike the case with strong syllables, there is no clear borderline
between the long and short forms of each vowel, i .. ., no one can tell which vowel one realizes in words
like "easy" or "busy". These vowels are more like the long forms when they come before another vowel
and they tend to be shorter when they precede a consonant or pause. Thus, a different (or a third) vowel is
introduced symbolized as [i] in the first example nd [u] in the second one. As a result, the words
"bt:sy",,,easy" and influence are transcribed as [b'lzi] ,['i:zi] and [Infuans] respectively. Some other
examples are the [i] in "happy"' /heepi/; "valley" [veeli] and [u] thank you [©@nkju] and "coffee".
[kafi](ibid.). C. Syllabic Consonants: Laver,( 1994: 114 ) pointed out that "the syllable must have a
compulsory constituent in its structure, i.e., the nucleus, which consists of a vowel (pure or diphthong" ) .
The exception to this rule is syllabic consonants. Those are-the lateral sound [|I]the nasals [|m ], [|n], [[n.]
in which each consonant can form a syllable. The English syllabic consonants in RP symbolized by
vertical dash [I], 142 written under, the sound as in "bottle" [b'pt]; "bottom" [b'otjm ]; "garden"/g'a:d/ n
/and "thicken', [©'lk[]but /OB'Ik I n I, is also possible.

Syllable Structure Of Hausa Language
Though, the nature of a syllable structure varies from one language to another since there is no universal
phonological syllable. The phonological view of the syllable requires a: separate definition for each
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language. However, a syllable consisting of a consonant plus a vowel is the only one which is general for
all languages. Hausa is one of the major languages of both Nigeria and Africa. It is spoken by over 18.5
million people in Northern Nigeria. Within Nigeria, A total of 15 million people speak Hausa as a
second language (Sani 1999). The official Hausa orthography is a modified Roman alphabet known as
Boko. It was introduced by the British at the turn of then Falling tone (Karin sauti mai faduwa). In
hausa there are vowels that are not accepted due to pronunciation problems ( Sani 1999).

In Nigeria English is used either as an official or a second language by most of its population and a
significant number of people in Nigeria use indigenous languages as a means of communication. So
English language can be called an exogglossic where it competes with other local languages. Therefore, it
is noticeable at this juncture that that English fricative sounds which an: similar to that of Hausa in all
respects are easier to pronounce. While those English fricatives that are different or are not available in
Hausa language pose more problems to Halls a speakers. Hence, this finding coincides with various
studies which show that sounds of the target language that are not in learners' first language tend to be
difficult to pronounce. We can conclude that the source of this problem is that sounds are in short supply
in speakers. This is obvious if we consider the findings (plosives used by the participants). It has been
observed that Hausa language has no consonant clusters. As a result, Hausa speakers pronounce most
English words that have consonant clusters the same as BWIS£; words, that is, by insertion. Studies have
shown that in studies of production and second language acquisition, it is. Generally assumed that when
speakers' produce a vowel between the consonants in a sequence that is phonotactically an error in the
native language,it is a result of the phonological insertion of a vowel .English repaired [stop-+liquid]
clusters by inserting a schwa between the two consonants and the same problem occurs to Rausa
speakers. Hausa speakers experience some problems with some English sounds. The problems mainly
occur as a result of the absence of these sounds in their native language. (English fricative sounds that
pose problem to the participants. Also the study revealed that consonant clusters are another aspects that
cause problem to the participants and this is because Hausa language hasno consonant clusters. Learning
English as a second language seems to be a daunting task to many students, especially to those who
English language is not their first language. Hausa learners to be specific like other learners of English as
a second language have their own distinctive problems when it comes to learning English language .. It is
viewed that first language often interfere with the target language which leads to error in pronunciation.
five (5)

English fricatives (©/%/F/f/v/%/) pose problems to the' participants while other fricatives (J(symbolised
as /sh/), s/,z/,h/ were produced without hurdles. consonant sounds.

These arc: b/,/6/,/c/,/d/,/d,/f],g/ 0/ ,j/ /K], /&I, /ml,/n/ /r] /l s/ /shit/ts/'w/  y/'y/z/. Hausa language has 5
phonetic vowel sounds which are both single and long giving a total of ten (10) vowel = phonemes
generally called monopthongs and joint vowel sounds that are called Dipthongs giving a total number
of fourteen (14) vowel phonemes. Single Vowels: /a/e/f/o/  and/u/ long vowels: /aa/ee/,/ii/oo/and /uv/.
The dipthongs are: /ai/au/iv/ and /ui. Problem statement Hausa speakers find it difficult to pronounce
some English segment phonemes. Their first language at times interfere with the target language
which leads to error if pronunciation.

The pronunciation problem that Hausa speaker encounter is as a result of a notable aspect of Hausa
consonant system is  that it does not contrast the phonemes If [ and Ip/. For example, depending on
the dialect or phonological environment, /f/ is realized as either [£], (p], or [h]. T".VG distinct phonemes
are attested in the language (e.g. the apical tap and the retroflex flap) although they are not represented in
the orthography. Certain sounds are highly restricted in the language. For example, glides/semivowels
.occur only in the onset of a syllable or when. they form the first part of a geminate sequence. Likewise,
geminates can only occur inter- vocalically, that is, between two vowels. All five Hausa vowels have long
and short counterparts. As such, vowel length can be used to minimally contrast two words built from the
same phonemes (e.g, daga: 'charm bangle' vs. da:ga: 'battle line', where V: indicates a long vowel and V
represents the short counterpart). Hausa is a tone language and as such, makes use of two level tones
(High and Low) and one contour tone (Falling). The distribution of Falling tones is limited e.g. Falling
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tones only appear on metrically heavy syllables. The syllable structure of Hausa is CV(V)(C). As such,
syllables must begin with a consonant and contain a vowel, though diphthongs and syllable codas (i.e.
consonants that appear after vowel nuclei) are optional. Regarding syllable codas, only a small number of
consonants may appear in this position (excluding geminates) (Sani, 2013).

Syntactically, Hausa is a strict SVO language, this word order obtains in both main and embedded
clauses, but can be altered in cases of topic and focus. Hausa scholars describe the basic syntax of the
clause as consisting of a) the subject, followed by b) the so-called pre-verbal "person-aspect complex"
which includes - tense/aspect information and subject agreement morphology, and lastly c) the verb
phrase. If the underlying subject is a simple personal pronoun, it is obligatorily unpronounced. The 4'
person and number features of the deleted subject are recoverable via the agreement morphology present
in the person-aspect complex. In this way, Hausa is a "pro-drop" language. The word order of Hausa is
that of a head-initial language. For example, verbs precede their objects/complements, prepositions are
attested, nouns/determiners are initial in noun/determiner phrases, and relative clauses follow the nouns
they modify. Relatively speaking, the morphology of Hausa is fairly simple. Nouns inflect for gender and
number, but not for Case. Adjectives contain a linking morpheme and agree in number and gender with
the noun they modify. Many verbs contain a -CV suffix that is semantically empty, yet morphologically
integral. Hausa scholars regard these suffixes as historical remnants, Tense, aspect, and mood are
components of a single conjugational system in the language, and as such are generally instantiated by a
single morpheme. Reduplication is widely attested in the language and serves both a derivational role
(e.g. formation of verbs, adjectives, and participles) and an inflectional role (e.g.pluralisation) (Sani
2013).

CONCLUSION

The syllable is the most basic element in this constituent structure. It has psychological reality as a unit
that speakers of a language can identify. Speakers are able to count the number of syllables in a word and
can often tell where one syllable ends and the next begins. As we have Phonetically seen, it is claimed
that when identifying syllables, listeners are responding to sonority; Sonority is the relative loudness 'of a
-segments compared with others. Each syllable has a single sonority peak. Although all languages have
some sort of syllabicity, the phonetic characteristics of syllables differ across languages. Languages differ
in just what types of sounds can cluster together around a single sonorant peak, or if you prefer around a
single syllabic nucleus. (Sani 2013). A combination or set of one or more units of sound in a language
that must consist of a sonorous element (a sonant or vowel) and mayor may not contain less sonorous
elements (consonants or semivowels) flanking it on .It .is believe that a statistical study of syllable
phonotactics can bring light to the issue of syllable structure.

Although the theoretical concept of linguistic structure is hard to pin down, many would agree that a
structure is the natural domain for a constraint or process. If, for example, different types of consonants
may appear before the vowel than after it, then that suggests that those are not undifferentiated consonant
slots, but rather that those two elements belong to different structures. We explore this issue in Study 1.
Of course, most theories put the onset and coda in different structures, but such information would argue
against some versions of flat syllable theory. (M.A. Z. Sani 2013) Another approach is to test whether
proposed constituent structures like the head or rime constitute a natural domain for phonotactic
constraints. If there are many constraints against combining certain vowels with certain codas (such as the
aforementioned illegal combination */er/) but few if any against combining vowels with onsets, then that
suggests that the vowel and coda form a structure, the rime. We investigate this matter in Study. The idea
of considering phonotactic constraints as evidence for syllable structure is not new argued for an onset-
rime structure, claiming that most or all phonotactic constraints in English involve the vowel and coda
favored the that syllable, stating that co-occurrence restrictions holding between the nucleus [i.e., vowel]
and preceding elements of the syllable appear to be just as common as co- occurrence restrictions
holding between the nucleus and following elements) responded with extensive tables that showed that
vowel-coda pairs in English have many gaps than do onset-vowel pairs. Part of the reason that the matter
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remains unsettled is statistical. The more problem is twofold, involving both false zeroes and false fairly
uncommon in English, and the number of morphemes is finite, so some possible combinations may fail to
exist just because they do not have a reasonable chance to occur. A count of zero co-occurrences does not
mean there is a principled constraint against a sequence. On the other hand, finding a few co-occurrences
does not mean that the phonemes combine freely. Some phonemes may be so common that one would
expect them to appear together dozens or hundreds of times. (P .Roach 2000)Previous researchers were
by no means naive on these points.

Therefore, the voiced fricatives do not appear before /vu/ may be accidental, and they counted /vu/ as a
circumscribed sequence even though they knew about the words voodoo and rendezvous. But statistical
tests have rarely been applied who used the likelihood ratio statistic to test the significance of collocation
constraints within he syllable, all of which he rejected. But the statistics he reported were so remarkably
low that one suspects that scaling factors threw them off by several orders of magnitude. In this study,
the co- occurrence patterns by examining a reasonably comprehensive list of uninflected English eve
words. We readily admit that a study of eve words will not answer all questions about syllable structure.
Some of the patterns we uncover may reflect properties of word edges rather than syllable edges; indeed,
some phonologists declare that some or all word-fmal consonants should not even be considered part of a
syllable Some patterns may have more to do with whether a consonant is prevocalic or postvocalic, or
whether it precedes or follows sentence stress, than with whether it is in the onset or coda of a syllable.
Despite these warnings, we believe that even words are an ideal place to begin study. The word list is very
homogeneous: All single-coda consonants are paired with a single onset consonant, and there are no
confounding factors such as extra phonemes or difference in stress or morphemic composition. Nor is
there any doubt as to which syllable a consonant belongs to, which is a matter of no small controversy for
English intervocalic consonants. Our use of eve words should not only make the statistical analyses
more straightforward and interpretable, but should also facilitate follow-up studies. If in the future
different patterns are found in other carefully constructed databases, the homogeneous nature of our
database should help researchers formulate hypotheses as to what factors in the word lists account for
those
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