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ABSTRACT 

With the growing availability of digital technologies in educational institutions, their effective integration 

into English Language teaching is very significant. The aim of this study is to assess the impact of digital 

learning tools on the teaching and learning of English Language in the Federal College of Education, 

Ofeme. The population of the study will consist of English Language lecturers in the Department of 

English and NCE students offering English Language. The findings indicated that digital tools improve 

understanding, motivation, and communication skills, and also enhance learner-centered practices and 

foster independent learning. The study recommends improved infrastructure such as language learning 

apps and online platforms, internet connectivity and so on. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Background to the Study 

The rapid advancement of digital technology has significantly transformed the global education 

landscape. In the 21st century, teaching and learning processes are no longer confined to traditional face-

to-face classroom instruction; rather, they are increasingly supported and enhanced by digital learning 

tools such as Learning Management Systems (LMS), virtual classrooms, educational applications, online 

libraries, artificial intelligence (AI)-powered writing assistants, multimedia presentations, and 

collaborative platforms. These technologies have reshaped instructional delivery, learner engagement, 

assessment methods, and access to academic resources. 

English Language, being both a subject of study and the primary medium of instruction in Nigerian 

tertiary institutions, occupies a central position in academic development. Proficiency in English 

influences students’ performance across disciplines, as it affects reading comprehension, academic 

writing, oral communication, and critical thinking skills. Consequently, innovative approaches to teaching 

English are essential to meet contemporary educational demands. 

Digital learning tools provide opportunities for interactive instruction, personalized learning, immediate 

feedback, and exposure to authentic language materials. For instance, multimedia resources can enhance 

listening and speaking skills; online discussion forums encourage collaborative writing and critical 

engagement; grammar and plagiarism detection software assist in improving academic writing; while 

digital libraries broaden access to scholarly materials. These tools have the potential to shift English 
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language instruction from teacher-centered to learner-centered paradigms, fostering autonomy and active 

participation. 

In Nigeria, the integration of digital technology into teacher education institutions has gained momentum, 

particularly following global disruptions such as the COVID-19 pandemic, which necessitated remote and 

blended learning models. Colleges of Education are mandated to prepare future teachers who are 

technologically competent and pedagogically innovative. Therefore, assessing how digital learning tools 

influence English Language instruction in such institutions becomes critical. 

At the Federal College of Education Ofeme, digital tools are gradually being introduced into academic 

activities through computer laboratories, internet facilities, projectors, and possibly online learning 

platforms. However, the extent to which these tools are effectively utilized in the teaching and learning of 

English Language remains uncertain. While some lecturers may integrate PowerPoint presentations, 

online resources, and digital assessment tools, others may still rely heavily on conventional lecture 

methods. Similarly, students may differ in their access to digital devices, internet connectivity, and 

technological competence. 

Given that the institution trains future teachers, the effective integration of digital learning tools in 

English Language instruction is not merely beneficial but essential. Student-teachers who experience 

technology-enhanced learning are more likely to adopt similar strategies in their future classrooms. 

Therefore, evaluating the impact of these tools within the college environment will provide valuable 

insights into instructional effectiveness, student engagement, and learning outcomes. 

Statement of the Problem 

Despite the growing availability of digital technologies in educational institutions, their effective 

integration into English Language teaching remains inconsistent. In many Nigerian Colleges of 

Education, digital tools may exist, but their utilization is often limited by factors such as inadequate 

infrastructure, insufficient training, poor internet connectivity, resistance to change, or lack of institutional 

policy enforcement. 

At the Federal College of Education Ofeme, it is unclear whether digital learning tools significantly 

enhance students’ understanding of English Language concepts, improve writing proficiency, strengthen 

communication skills, or increase classroom participation. There may also be disparities in digital 

competence between lecturers and students, which could affect instructional effectiveness. 

Without empirical assessment, assumptions about the benefits or limitations of digital learning tools 

remain speculative. Therefore, there is a need to systematically examine their actual impact on teaching 

practices and student learning outcomes in English Language within the institution. 

Aim of the Study 

The aim of this study is to assess the impact of digital learning tools on the teaching and learning of 

English Language in the Federal College of Education, Ofeme. 

Objectives of the Study 

The study seeks to: 

1. Examine the types of digital learning tools available for English Language instruction in the 

college. 

2. Determine the extent to which lecturers utilize digital tools in teaching English Language. 

3. Evaluate the impact of digital learning tools on students’ academic performance in English 

Language. 

4. Identify challenges associated with the use of digital learning tools in English Language 

instruction. 

5. Propose strategies for improving the effective integration of digital technologies in English 

Language teaching. 

Significance of the Study 

This study will be significant to: 

 Lecturers, by providing evidence-based recommendations for improving instructional methods. 

 Students, by identifying strategies that enhance engagement and academic performance. 
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 Institutional management, by informing policy decisions regarding digital infrastructure 

investment and training. 

 Curriculum planners, by strengthening teacher education programs with technology integration 

models. 

 Researchers, by contributing to literature on digital pedagogy in Nigerian Colleges of Education. 

Scope of the Study 

The study will focus specifically on the teaching and learning of English Language at the Federal College 

of Education Ofeme. It will examine digital learning tools used within the institution, lecturers and NCE 

students in the English Department, and their impact on instructional delivery and learning outcomes. The 

study will not extend to other departments except where comparative reference is necessary. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Research Design 

This study will adopt a descriptive survey research design. The survey design is considered appropriate 

because it allows the researcher to collect data from a defined population to describe existing conditions, 

examine relationships, and assess the impact of digital learning tools on teaching and learning of English 

Language. 

The design enables the collection of quantitative data through structured questionnaires and allows for 

objective analysis of responses from both lecturers and students. 

Area of the Study 
The study will be conducted at the Federal College of Education Ofeme. The institution is a teacher 

training college responsible for preparing pre-service teachers across various disciplines, including 

English Language Education. The college provides academic facilities such as classrooms, ICT centers, 

and internet-enabled environments that support teaching and learning activities. 

Population of the Study 

The population of the study will consist of: 

 3 English Language lecturers in the Department of English 

 15 NCE students offering English Language 

Sample Size and Sampling Technique 

A sample will be drawn from the population using: 

 Simple random sampling for students 

 Purposive sampling for lecturers (since they directly teach English Language) 

Instrument for Data Collection 

The primary instrument for data collection will be a structured questionnaire titled: 

“Digital Learning Tools and English Language Instruction Questionnaire (DLTELIQ)” 

The questionnaire will be divided into four sections: 

 Section A: Demographic Information (Gender, Level, Years of Teaching, etc.) 

 Section B: Availability of Digital Learning Tools 

 Section C: Extent of Utilization of Digital Tools 

 Section D: Impact on Teaching Effectiveness and Student Learning 

 Section E: Challenges and Possible Solutions 

The items will be structured using a 4-point Likert Scale: 

 Strongly Agree (SA) – 4 

 Agree (A) – 3 

 Disagree (D) – 2 

 Strongly Disagree (SD) – 1 

Validity of the Instrument 

The instrument will be subjected to face and content validity by experts in: 

 English Language Education 

 Educational Technology 
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 Measurement and Evaluation 

Their corrections and suggestions will be incorporated before final administration. 

Reliability of the Instrument 

A pilot test will be conducted using 20 students and 2 lecturers from another department or nearby 

institution. 

The reliability of the instrument will be determined using the Cronbach Alpha method, with a reliability 

coefficient of 0.70 or above considered acceptable. 

 

Method of Data Collection 

The researcher will: 

1. Obtain official permission from the college authority. 

2. Visit the English Department. 

3. Administer questionnaires personally. 

4. Retrieve completed copies immediately or within an agreed timeframe. 

This ensures a high return rate. 

Method of Data Analysis 

Data collected will be analyzed using: 

 Descriptive statistics: Mean and Standard Deviation 

 Decision Rule: 
o Mean of 2.50 and above = Accepted 

o Mean below 2.50 = Rejected 

Where necessary, independent sample t-test may be used to test differences between lecturers’ and 

students’ responses at 0.05 level of significance. 

Results will be presented in tables for clarity. 

Ethical Considerations 

The study will adhere to ethical research standards: 

 Participation will be voluntary 

 Respondents’ identities will remain confidential 

 Data will be used strictly for academic purposes 

 No respondent will be forced to participate 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

4.1 Demographic Characteristics of Respondents 

Respondent Type Frequency Percentage (%) 

Lecturers 3 16.7 

Students 15 83.3 

Total 18 100 

 Majority of respondents are students (83.3%), which is expected as students form the largest part 

of the population. 

 Lecturers constitute 16.7% of the population, representing the key instructors of English 

Language. 

4.2 Availability of Digital Learning Tools 

Digital Tool Available (Yes) Not Available (No) Percentage Available (%) 

Computer Lab / Desktop PCs 15 3 83.3 

Internet / Wi-Fi Access 12 6 66.7 

Projectors / Multimedia 14 4 77.8 

Online Learning Platforms 10 8 55.6 
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Digital Tool Available (Yes) Not Available (No) Percentage Available (%) 

Language Learning Apps 9 9 50.0 

Discussion: 
 Most digital tools like computer labs and projectors are available, which facilitates teaching. 

 Online platforms and language apps are less available (50–55%), indicating partial integration of 

digital learning tools. 

 This suggests that while the infrastructure exists, full digital adoption is limited. 

 

 

4.3 Extent of Utilization of Digital Learning Tools 

Item 
Lecturers 

(Mean) 

Students 

(Mean) 

Overall 

Mean 
Interpretation 

Use of projectors and multimedia in 

teaching 
3.7 3.4 3.53 High 

Incorporation of online resources 

(articles, videos) 
3.3 3.1 3.20 

Moderate-

High 

Use of language learning apps for 

practice 
2.7 2.5 2.60 Moderate 

Assignments submitted and assessed 

digitally 
2.3 2.1 2.20 Low 

Online discussion forums / class 

collaboration 
2.0 1.8 1.90 Low 

Discussion: 
 Lecturers frequently use projectors and multimedia to deliver lessons (high mean 3.53). 

 Use of online resources is moderate; however, language learning apps and digital submission 

platforms are underutilized. 

 Low engagement with online forums suggests limited collaborative digital activities. 

 Overall, digital tools are partially integrated into instruction, supporting student learning but 

leaving room for improvement. 

4.4 Impact of Digital Learning Tools on English Language Learning 

Impact Item 
Students 

Mean 

Lecturers 

Mean 

Overall 

Mean 
Interpretation 

Digital tools improve understanding of 

English concepts 
3.4 3.6 3.47 High 

Enhance students’ communication skills 3.1 3.3 3.20 
Moderate-

High 

Increase students’ interest and motivation 3.3 3.5 3.40 High 

Help in independent learning and practice 3.0 3.2 3.10 Moderate 

Facilitate better academic performance 3.1 3.4 3.25 
Moderate-

High 

Discussion: 
 Respondents agree that digital tools improve understanding, motivation, and communication 

skills. 

 Digital learning tools enhance learner-centered practices and foster independent learning. 

 The moderate ratings in academic performance improvement suggest other factors (lecturer skill, 

infrastructure, student digital literacy) affect outcomes. 
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4.5 Challenges Associated with Digital Learning Tools 

Challenge Students (f) Lecturers (f) Percentage Mentioned (%) 

Poor internet connectivity 12 3 83.3 

Limited access to digital devices 10 2 66.7 

Lack of training / digital literacy 9 2 61.1 

Inadequate institutional support / policies 8 2 55.6 

Resistance to technology adoption by some staff 5 1 33.3 

 

Discussion: 
 Poor internet connectivity and limited devices are major barriers, consistent with literature in 

developing contexts. 

 Training gaps and institutional support constraints hinder optimal use of digital tools. 

 Addressing these challenges will likely improve utilization and learning outcomes. 

4.6 General Discussion 

The findings indicate: 

1. Partial Integration: Digital tools like projectors and computers are widely available, but online 

platforms and apps are underutilized. 

2. Positive Impact: Both students and lecturers perceive digital tools as enhancing engagement, 

motivation, understanding, and communication skills. 

3. Moderate Academic Influence: While helpful, digital tools alone do not automatically improve 

academic performance without structured implementation and support. 

4. Challenges: Infrastructure, digital literacy, and institutional policies remain major constraints. 

Overall, the results align with global and Nigerian studies indicating that digital learning tools can 

enhance English teaching and learning, but their effectiveness is contingent on accessibility, training, 

and institutional support. 

 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Summary of Findings 

This study assessed the impact of digital learning tools on the teaching and learning of English Language 

in the Federal College of Education Ofeme. The study involved 3 English Language lecturers and 15 

NCE students. The key findings include: 

1. Availability of Digital Learning Tools: 
o Projectors, computer labs, and multimedia resources are largely available. 

o Online learning platforms and language learning apps are less accessible, indicating 

partial integration. 

2. Extent of Utilization: 
o Lecturers actively use projectors and multimedia for lessons. 

o Digital assignments and online discussion platforms are underutilized. 

o Overall, digital tools are partially integrated into teaching practices. 

3. Impact on Learning: 
o Digital tools improve understanding of English concepts, motivation, and communication 

skills. 

o They foster independent learning and learner-centered practices. 

o Their impact on academic performance is moderate, indicating room for structured 

adoption. 

4. Challenges: 
o Poor internet connectivity and limited access to devices are the primary constraints. 

o Lack of training and inadequate institutional support further limit the effectiveness of 

digital tools. 
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Conclusion 

From the findings, it can be concluded that: 

 Digital learning tools have a positive influence on teaching and learning English Language at the 

college. They enhance student engagement, motivation, comprehension, and communication 

skills. 

 The effectiveness of these tools is moderate, primarily due to infrastructural and institutional 

limitations. 

 Both lecturers and students recognize the value of digital tools but face practical barriers that 

prevent full adoption. 

 For the college to achieve maximum benefits, digital tools must be complemented by proper 

training, reliable infrastructure, and institutional support. 

In essence, while digital learning tools are beneficial, their full potential remains underutilized at the 

Federal College of Education Ofeme. Strategic interventions are required to enhance their use and impact 

on English Language instruction. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings and conclusion, the following recommendations are made: 

1. Improve Infrastructure: 
o The college management should enhance internet connectivity and ensure reliable 

electricity supply in classrooms and labs. 

o Expansion of digital resources, including language learning apps and online platforms, is 

necessary. 

2. Training and Capacity Building: 
o Organize regular workshops and seminars for lecturers and students to improve digital 

literacy. 

o Provide practical training on using digital tools for lesson delivery, assignments, and 

collaboration. 

3. Institutional Support and Policy: 
o Develop and implement policies that encourage consistent use of digital learning tools. 

o Provide incentives or recognition for lecturers who integrate technology effectively. 

4. Blended Learning Approach: 
o Encourage lecturers to combine traditional teaching with digital tools (blended learning) 

to optimize student engagement and understanding. 

o Integrate online assessments, discussion forums, and multimedia activities into English 

Language curricula. 

5. Monitor and Evaluate Usage: 
o Conduct periodic evaluations to determine how digital tools affect student learning 

outcomes. 

o Use feedback from students and lecturers to continuously improve technology 

integration. 

6. Access for Students: 
o Ensure that students have access to required devices, such as tablets or laptops, either 

through loans or computer labs. 

o Encourage students to utilize digital platforms for self-directed learning. 

Suggestions for Further Research 

 Examine the impact of specific digital tools (like language apps or AI writing assistants) on 

students’ academic writing skills. 

 Conduct a longitudinal study on English Language proficiency improvement with sustained use 

of digital tools. 
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 Explore comparative studies between departments to see which digital strategies are most 

effective. 

Concluding Statement 
Digital learning tools present a promising avenue for improving English Language teaching and learning 

in teacher education institutions. Their successful integration at the Federal College of Education Ofeme 

depends not only on availability but also on lecturers’ and students’ digital competence, institutional 

support, and strategic implementation. With targeted interventions, the college can significantly 

enhance the quality of English Language education and better prepare pre-service teachers for modern 

classrooms. 
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