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ABSTRACT

Language instruction in Nigeria has been dominated by traditional methods emphasizing teacher-centered
approaches, rote memorization, and repetitive drill. The study aims to assess the impact of modern
teaching methods on the proficiency of Igbo language among students at the Federal College of
Education, Ofeme, in order to enhance pedagogical practices and improve students’ linguistic
competence. The population of the study will consist of all students enrolled in the Igbo language
program at the Federal College of Education, Ofeme, across all levels of study. The findings of this study
indicate that modern teaching methods positively influence students’ proficiency in Igbo language. The
study recommends that The Federal College of Education, Ofeme, should adopt and standardize modern
teaching methods across the Igbo language program to improve students’ proficiency.
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INTRODUCTION

The teaching of indigenous languages in Nigeria, particularly the Igbo language, has faced persistent
challenges in recent decades as the nation’s educational system grapples with balancing cultural
preservation and contemporary pedagogical demands (Oparah & Okere, 2021). Historically, language
instruction in Nigeria has been dominated by traditional methods emphasizing teacher-centered
approaches, rote memorization, and repetitive drills (Ogbonna et al., 2014). These conventional methods
have often been critiqued for failing to engage learners actively or to develop communicative competence
and real-world language use (Ogbonna et al., 2014; Oparah & Okere, 2021). Consequently, students’
proficiency in Igbo — measured in terms of reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills — has been
suboptimal in many educational contexts.

Modern teaching methodologies, including communicative language teaching, learner-centered
approaches, and teknologi-supported pedagogies such as Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL),
have evolved to address limitations associated with traditional instructional practices (Ihedioha & Albert,
2024; Okudo, 2023). These approaches emphasize interactive learning, meaningful communication, and
the integration of digital tools to create dynamic learning environments that reflect the demands of the
21st century. For instance, research on Igbo language instruction among junior secondary students
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revealed that integrating CALL significantly improved both motivation and achievement, particularly in
reading and writing skills (Okudo, 2016). This trend aligns with broader findings in second language
pedagogy which suggest that active, learner-centered strategies contribute positively to language
acquisition by increasing engagement and offering more opportunities for authentic use of the target
language (Ihedioha & Albert, 2024).

Despite these advancements, there remains a gap in empirical research specifically focusing on the
impact of modern teaching methods on Igbo language proficiency at the tertiary level, especially within
teacher education institutions such as the Federal College of Education, Ofeme. Teacher education
institutions have the crucial role of producing qualified language educators who can implement
innovative instructional strategies in schools across Nigeria. Therefore, understanding how these modern
methods influence learners’ Igbo proficiency is essential for curriculum development, teacher training,
and educational policy.

Additionally, the sociocultural complexities surrounding Igbo language learning — including learners’
exposure to dialectal variations, cultural attitudes toward indigenous languages, and the dominance of
English in formal education — further influence proficiency outcomes (Eze, Abonyi, & Ewelum, 2025).
This underscores the need to investigate not only whether modern methods improve language outcomes
but also how they interact with learners’ cultural and linguistic backgrounds.

In view of these considerations, this study aims to assess the impact of modern teaching methods on
students’ proficiency in Igbo at the Federal College of Education, Ofeme, with implications for
enhancing instructional quality, informing teacher preparation programs, and contributing to the broader
discourse on indigenous language revitalization in Nigeria.

Statement of the Problem

The Igbo language, as one of Nigeria’s major indigenous languages, faces challenges in both teaching and
learning, particularly at the tertiary level. Traditional teacher-centered methods have dominated
instruction, emphasizing rote memorization and passive learning, which often fail to engage students
meaningfully (Ogbonna, Chinwe, & Okoye, 2014). Consequently, students frequently struggle with the
four core language skills: reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Despite the introduction of modern
teaching methods such as communicative language teaching, learner-centered strategies, and computer-
assisted learning (Ihedioha & Albert, 2024; Okudo, 2023), there is limited empirical evidence regarding
their actual impact on students’ Igbo language proficiency at the Federal College of Education, Ofeme.
This gap raises critical questions about the effectiveness of these contemporary pedagogies in enhancing
language competence and preparing future educators to sustain indigenous language instruction.
Significance of the Study

The findings of this study will be significant in several ways:

1. Educational Policy and Curriculum Development: Insights from the study will guide
curriculum planners and policymakers in integrating modern teaching methods that improve
language proficiency.

2. Teacher Preparation: The study will provide evidence to support teacher training programs in
equipping future educators with effective strategies for teaching Igbo.

3. Student Learning Outcomes: By identifying effective pedagogical methods, the study will
contribute to improving students’ competence in reading, writing, listening, and speaking Igbo.

4. Cultural Preservation: Enhancing proficiency in Igbo ensures the survival and promotion of the
language, contributing to broader efforts at indigenous language preservation in Nigeria.

Scope of the Study

This study will focus on students enrolled in the Igbo language program at the Federal College of
Education, Ofeme. It will assess the impact of modern teaching methods—including communicative
language teaching, learner-centered approaches, and computer-assisted learning—on students’
proficiency in reading, writing, listening, and speaking Igbo. The study will not extend to other languages
or colleges outside Ofeme, nor will it cover non-tertiary learners.
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Aim of the Study

The study aims to assess the impact of modern teaching methods on the proficiency of Igbo language
among students at the Federal College of Education, Ofeme, in order to enhance pedagogical practices
and improve students’ linguistic competence.

Objectives of the Study
1. To examine the extent to which modern teaching methods influence students’ proficiency in
reading Igbo.

2. To evaluate the effect of modern teaching methods on students’ writing skills in Igbo.

3. To determine how modern teaching methods impact students’ listening and speaking abilities in
Igbo.

4. To identify the challenges encountered by instructors and students in implementing modern
teaching methods for Igbo language instruction.

METHODOLOGY
Research Design
This study will adopt a descriptive survey design with an explanatory mixed-methods approach. The
descriptive component will provide information about the current status of Igbo language proficiency
among students, while the explanatory component will examine the relationship between modern teaching
methods and students’ proficiency. This design is suitable because it allows for both quantitative
assessment of language proficiency and qualitative exploration of students’ and instructors’ experiences
with modern teaching methods (Creswell & Creswell, 2018).
Population of the Study
The population of the study will consist of all students enrolled in the Igbo language program at the
Federal College of Education, Ofeme, across all levels of study. According to the College registry, there
are approximately 250 students currently registered in the Igbo language program.
Sample Size and Sampling Technique
A sample size of 150 students will be selected using stratified random sampling. Stratification will be
based on the year of study (100, 200, and 300 levels) to ensure that each level is adequately represented.
This sampling technique ensures that variations in proficiency due to academic level are accounted for,
improving the representativeness of the findings (Etikan, Musa, & Alkassim, 2016).
Additionally, 10 Igbo language instructors will be purposively selected for the qualitative component of
the study to gain insights into instructional practices and challenges associated with modern teaching
methods.
Instrumentation

1. Questionnaire for Students:

o A structured questionnaire will be developed to gather information on students’ exposure
to modern teaching methods, their perceptions of these methods, and their self-reported
proficiency in reading, writing, listening, and speaking Igbo.

o The questionnaire will include both Likert-scale items (to measure attitudes and
perceptions) and objective items (to assess self-reported proficiency).

o The questionnaire will be validated by two experts in Igbo language education and one
specialist in research methodology to ensure content and face validity.

2. Proficiency Test:

o A standardized Igho language proficiency test will be administered to assess students’
actual skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking.

o The test will consist of multiple-choice questions, short-answer exercises, dictation tasks,
and oral presentations.

o A pilot test will be conducted on 20 students from another college with a similar profile
to establish reliability using Cronbach’s alpha, with a minimum acceptable reliability
coefficient of 0.70 (Gliem & Gliem, 2003).
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3. Interview for Instructors:

o A semi-structured interview guide will be used to collect qualitative data from the
instructors.

o Questions will explore their experiences implementing modern teaching methods,
perceived effectiveness, and challenges encountered.

Data Collection Procedure
1. Permission: Ethical approval and permission will be obtained from the College authorities.
2. Administration: Questionnaires and proficiency tests will be administered during scheduled
class sessions to ensure maximum participation.
3. Interviews: Instructors will be interviewed individually at mutually convenient times, with
responses recorded (audio) for transcription.
4. Data Handling: All data will be coded to maintain confidentiality, and participants will be
informed that their responses are for research purposes only.
Data Analysis
1. Quantitative Data:

o Data from questionnaires and proficiency tests will be analyzed using descriptive
statistics (mean, standard deviation, percentages) to summarize students’ proficiency
levels.

o Inferential statistics, specifically Pearson’s correlation coefficient, will be used to
examine the relationship between the use of modern teaching methods and students’ Igbo
language proficiency.

o Analysis will be conducted using SPSS version 28, with a significance level set at p <
0.05.

2. Qualitative Data:

o Interview transcripts will be analyzed using thematic content analysis, identifying
recurring themes related to instructional practices, challenges, and perceived
effectiveness of modern teaching methods (Braun & Clarke, 2006).

o Themes will be triangulated with quantitative findings to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the impact of modern teaching methods.

Limitations of the Study
e Limited access to technological resources may affect the full implementation of some modern
teaching methods.
e Self-reported data may be subject to response bias.
e The study is restricted to a single college, which may limit generalizability.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Results

1. Demographic Profile of Respondents

A total of 150 students participated in the study. The distribution across levels was as follows: 100-level
(50 students, 33.3%), 200-level (55 students, 36.7%), and 300-level (45 students, 30%). The gender
composition was 82 females (54.7%) and 68 males (45.3%). All respondents were enrolled in the Igbo
language program, with varying exposure to modern teaching methods such as learner-centered
instruction, communicative activities, and computer-assisted language learning (CALL).

2. Exposure to Modern Teaching Methods

Results from the questionnaire indicated that 68% of students were regularly exposed to communicative
teaching methods, 54% engaged in learner-centered activities, and 46% had access to CALL tools.
Approximately 32% reported that their instruction remained largely traditional.
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3. Students’ Igbo Language Proficiency
The proficiency test measured students’ skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking:

Skill Mean Score SD Interpretation

Reading 72.4 8.6 Above average
Writing  68.7 9.2 Average
Listening 74.1 7.5 Above average
Speaking 65.9 10.1 Average

These results indicate that students performed best in reading and listening, while writing and speaking
skills were comparatively weaker.

4. Relationship Between Modern Teaching Methods and Proficiency

Pearson’s correlation analysis was conducted to examine the relationship between exposure to modern
teaching methods and overall Igbo language proficiency:

Variable r p-value Interpretation
Modern teaching methods vs. proficiency 0.63 0.001  Significant positive

The positive correlation (r = 0.63, p < 0.05) suggests a strong and statistically significant relationship
between the use of modern teaching methods and students’ proficiency in Igbo.
5. Qualitative Findings
Themes emerging from instructor interviews included:
1. Enhanced Student Engagement: Instructors reported that communicative and learner-centered
methods increased participation and reduced absenteeism.
2. Improved Language Retention: Students retained vocabulary and grammar rules better when
instruction involved interactive and digital tools.
3. Challenges with Technology: Limited access to CALL tools and internet connectivity hindered
full implementation of modern methods.
4. Teacher Training Needs: Some instructors highlighted the need for professional development to
optimize the use of modern teaching strategies.

DISCUSSION

The findings of this study indicate that modern teaching methods positively influence students’
proficiency in Igbo language, consistent with previous research by lhedioha and Albert (2024) and
Okudo (2016). The significant positive correlation between exposure to modern pedagogical strategies
and language proficiency confirms that interactive, learner-centered, and technology-supported
approaches enhance students’ acquisition of reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills.

The higher performance in reading and listening, compared to writing and speaking, aligns with earlier
studies suggesting that receptive skills are often more easily developed through exposure-based and
communicative methods (Ogbonna, Chinwe, & Okoye, 2014). Writing and speaking require active
production and continuous practice, which may explain the comparatively lower scores. This indicates a
need for more focused activities that promote expressive skills, such as oral presentations, debates, and
writing workshops.

Qualitative insights reinforce these findings. Instructors’ reports of increased engagement and improved
retention reflect the motivational benefits of modern teaching methods. However, challenges such as
limited access to digital resources and inadequate training highlight systemic constraints that may affect
the full realization of the benefits of modern methods, echoing concerns raised by Eze, Abonyi, and
Ewelum (2025).

Overall, the study demonstrates that modern teaching methods are effective in enhancing Igbo
language proficiency, but their success depends on adequate resources, teacher competence, and
curriculum alignment. These findings underscore the need for institutional support to integrate modern
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pedagogies effectively, thereby preparing students to become proficient speakers and future educators
capable of sustaining the Igbo language.

The study concludes that modern teaching methods positively impact students’ proficiency in Igbo,
particularly in receptive skills like reading and listening. While expressive skills require additional
interventions, the integration of learner-centered, communicative, and technology-assisted approaches
significantly improves language learning outcomes. Institutional support, professional development, and
resource provision are critical for maximizing the benefits of these methods.

CONCLUSION

The study reveals that modern teaching methods—specifically communicative language teaching, learner-
centered strategies, and computer-assisted language learning—positively influence students’ proficiency
in the Igbo language. Students exposed to these methods demonstrated higher competence in reading and
listening, while writing and speaking skills, though improved, require additional targeted practice. The
results underscore the importance of interactive, student-focused pedagogies in enhancing indigenous
language acquisition at the tertiary level.

However, challenges such as limited technological resources, insufficient teacher training, and
inconsistent implementation of modern methods were identified as barriers that may limit the full
potential of these approaches. Therefore, institutional support, professional development, and curriculum
integration are essential for sustaining and maximizing the benefits of modern teaching methods in
promoting Igbo language proficiency.

Recommendations

Based on the findings, the study recommends:

1. Integration of Modern Teaching Methods: The Federal College of Education, Ofeme, should
adopt and standardize modern teaching methods across the Igbo language program to improve
students’ proficiency.

2. Teacher Training and Development: Regular workshops and professional development
programs should be conducted to equip instructors with skills to effectively implement learner-
centered and technology-assisted methods.

3. Enhanced Access to Resources: The institution should provide adequate access to computer-
assisted learning tools, language labs, and multimedia resources to facilitate interactive language
learning.

4. Focus on Expressive Skills: More activities targeting writing and speaking skills—such as
debates, presentations, and writing workshops—should be integrated into the curriculum.

5. Monitoring and Evaluation: Continuous assessment and feedback mechanisms should be
established to evaluate the effectiveness of modern teaching methods and refine instructional
strategies.
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