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ABSTRACT 

Nigerian youth slang has become an important feature of contemporary Nigerian English, reflecting the 

country's multilingual character, changing social realities, and the creativity of young speakers. While 

previous studies have examined slang within specific universities, urban communities, and digital spaces, 

limited attention has been given to how youth slang varies across different regions of Nigeria while 

contributing to a shared national vocabulary. This study examines the meanings, functions, and 

sociolinguistic significance of Nigerian youth slang. Adopting a qualitative research design, data were 

collected through a focus group discussion involving ten purposively selected students of the Federal 

Polytechnic of Oil and Gas, Bonny, who represented different geopolitical regions of Nigeria. The 

participants identified and explained thirty slang expressions commonly used in their respective regions. 

The data were analysed thematically. The findings reveal that Nigerian youth slang reflects regional 

linguistic diversity while simultaneously promoting a shared youth identity across the country. The 

expressions capture experiences relating to economic hardship, migration, humour, friendship, social 

aspiration, and everyday interaction. The study also shows that Nigerian Pidgin, indigenous Nigerian 

languages, popular culture, and digital media continue to influence the creation, adaptation, and 

nationwide spread of contemporary slang. The study concludes that youth slang is an important source of 

lexical innovation in Nigerian English and provides further evidence of the continuing evolution of 

English in Nigeria's multilingual environment. The study contributes to sociolinguistic research by 

documenting contemporary Nigerian youth slang from multiple regional perspectives and demonstrating 

its role in the ongoing development of Nigerian English. 

Keywords: Nigerian English, youth slang, sociolinguistics, Nigerian Pidgin, language variation, identity, 

regional variation 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Language is closely connected to the social and cultural lives of its speakers. It serves not only as a means 

of communication but also as a resource through which people construct identities, express values, 

negotiate relationships, and respond to changing social realities. Among young people, language is 

particularly dynamic because it changes rapidly in response to social interaction, popular culture, 

technological advancement, and the influence of digital communication. One of the most visible 

manifestations of this dynamism is slang. Slang consists of informal words and expressions that are used 

by particular social groups to express shared experiences, reinforce group identity, and distinguish 

themselves from others (Eble, 1996). Although many slang expressions have a short lifespan, others 

gradually become part of everyday language, reflecting broader processes of language change and social 

transformation. 
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The study of youth slang has attracted considerable attention in sociolinguistics because it provides 

valuable insights into the relationship between language and society. Youths often develop and adopt new 

expressions that reflect their lifestyles, aspirations, beliefs, and everyday experiences. These expressions 

also function as markers of solidarity and group membership, enabling young people to create linguistic 

identities that distinguish them from older generations and other social groups (Eckert, 2000). In 

multilingual societies, youth slang frequently draws from different languages and language varieties, 

producing innovative forms that reflect both local identities and wider cultural influences. 

Nigeria provides a particularly rich environment for the study of youth slang because of its extensive 

linguistic diversity. With over 500 indigenous languages, alongside English, Nigerian Pidgin, and several 

regional varieties of speech, language contact has become a defining feature of everyday communication. 

English serves as the country's official language and the principal language of education, government, and 

wider communication. However, its use in Nigeria has evolved considerably through continuous 

interaction with indigenous languages and Nigerian Pidgin, giving rise to Nigerian English as a distinct 

variety with identifiable lexical, phonological, and grammatical features (Bamgbose, 1971; Jowitt, 1991). 

Within this linguistic environment, young Nigerians have continued to reshape English through the 

creation and adaptation of slang expressions that reflect their social experiences and cultural realities. 

Contemporary Nigerian youth slang has developed within a social environment influenced by 

urbanisation, migration, economic uncertainty, digital technology, and popular culture. Music, comedy, 

films, and social media platforms have accelerated the spread of slang beyond its places of origin, 

allowing expressions that once belonged to particular communities to gain national recognition. At the 

same time, many regional expressions continue to thrive within their local communities, demonstrating 

that Nigerian youth slang reflects both shared national experiences and local linguistic identities. This 

interaction between regional innovation and wider diffusion contributes to the continuing development of 

Nigerian English as a dynamic and evolving variety. 

Previous studies have examined Nigerian English, Nigerian Pidgin, and youth language from different 

sociolinguistic perspectives (Adegbija, 2004; Igboanusi, 2002; Okunrinmeta, 2013). Existing research has 

shown that youth language reflects identity, social relationships, and cultural change. However, relatively 

few empirical studies have documented contemporary youth slang collected directly from young speakers 

representing different parts of Nigeria while examining how such expressions reflect both regional 

diversity and shared national identity. Much of the available literature also concentrates on widely known 

expressions without paying sufficient attention to the continued existence of regional slang that remains 

important within particular speech communities. 

It is against this background that this study examines contemporary Nigerian youth slang using data 

collected from undergraduate students of the Federal Polytechnic of Oil and Gas, Bonny, who originate 

from different states across Nigeria. The study explores the meanings attached to selected slang 

expressions and examines how they reflect cultural identity, economic realities, social relationships, 

regional diversity, and the influence of popular culture on contemporary Nigerian English. By 

documenting both nationally recognised and regionally distinctive slang expressions, the study 

contributes to current discussions on language variation, youth identity, and the continuing development 

of Nigerian English. 

 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

Concept of Slang 

Slang is one of the most dynamic forms of language because it constantly changes in response to social, 

cultural, and technological developments. It consists of informal lexical items and expressions that are 

commonly associated with particular social groups and are used to express identity, solidarity, humour, 

creativity, and shared experiences. Unlike standard vocabulary, slang is often innovative, context 

dependent, and capable of acquiring new meanings within a relatively short period. Eble (1996) describes 

slang as a form of informal language that develops within particular social groups and serves as a marker 
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of group membership. Its use enables speakers to establish social closeness while distinguishing 

themselves from outsiders. 

The meaning and function of slang extend beyond simple vocabulary choice. Allan and Burridge (2006) 

observe that slang allows speakers to communicate attitudes, emotions, and social values that may not be 

adequately expressed through standard language. Slang therefore performs important social functions by 

strengthening interpersonal relationships, reducing social distance, and providing speakers with a means 

of expressing creativity and humour. Because of its informal nature, slang is particularly common among 

young people, whose language practices are often characterised by innovation and experimentation. 

Although slang is generally associated with youth, it should not be regarded as a homogeneous linguistic 

category. Some expressions remain restricted to particular communities, while others spread across wider 

populations and eventually become part of everyday usage. This fluidity reflects the dynamic relationship 

between language and society, where linguistic innovation responds to changing patterns of social 

interaction, cultural contact, and technological advancement. 

Youth Language and Identity 

The relationship between language and identity has received considerable attention in sociolinguistics. 

Young people often develop distinctive linguistic practices that reflect their social experiences, cultural 

affiliations, and aspirations. Eckert (2000) argues that adolescents actively construct social identities 

through everyday linguistic choices rather than merely reflecting existing social categories. Youth 

language therefore functions as an important resource through which speakers negotiate belonging, 

difference, and social relationships. 

Bucholtz (2002) further explains that youth language should be understood as a form of social practice 

rather than simply an age related variety of speech. Young people use language strategically to establish 

solidarity, challenge authority, express individuality, and participate in contemporary youth culture. Slang 

forms an important part of this process because it allows speakers to create expressions that are 

meaningful within their peer groups while excluding those who are unfamiliar with such expressions. 

In multilingual societies, youth language is often shaped by contact between different languages and 

language varieties. As young people interact across linguistic and cultural boundaries, they borrow, adapt, 

and redefine expressions from different sources. Such processes contribute to lexical innovation and 

demonstrate the creative role of young speakers in language development. 

Nigerian English and Youth Slang 

Nigerian English has developed through prolonged interaction between English and Nigeria's indigenous 

languages, resulting in a distinct variety with recognisable lexical, phonological, and grammatical 

characteristics. Bamgbose (1971) was among the earliest scholars to describe how English adapted to the 

Nigerian sociolinguistic environment, while Jowitt (1991) provided a comprehensive account of the 

distinctive features of Nigerian English. Subsequent studies have shown that Nigerian English continues 

to evolve as speakers respond to changing cultural and social realities. 

One important source of lexical innovation in Nigerian English is youth language. Young Nigerians 

regularly introduce new expressions into everyday communication, many of which originate from 

Nigerian Pidgin, indigenous languages, music, comedy, and online interactions. Some expressions remain 

confined to particular regions, whereas others gradually become recognised across the country. Igboanusi 

(2006) notes that Nigerian English continues to expand through the incorporation of locally meaningful 

expressions that reflect Nigerian experiences and communicative needs. 

The relationship between Nigerian English and youth slang illustrates the dynamic nature of language 

variation in multilingual societies. Rather than replacing standard English, youth slang complements it by 

providing speakers with additional linguistic resources for expressing identity, humour, social 

relationships, and contemporary realities. The continuous emergence of new expressions also 

demonstrates that Nigerian English remains an evolving variety shaped by the creativity of its users. 

Globalisation, Digital Media and the Spread of Youth Slang 

Globalisation has significantly influenced language use among young people by increasing contact 

between local and international cultures. Through music, films, sports, and digital communication, young 
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speakers are exposed to linguistic forms from different parts of the world. However, these expressions are 

rarely adopted without modification. Pennycook (2007) argues that global linguistic resources are 

frequently adapted to suit local cultural contexts, resulting in new forms that combine global influences 

with local identities. 

Digital media has further accelerated the circulation of slang. Crystal (2006) observes that internet 

communication encourages rapid lexical innovation because users constantly create, modify, and share 

new expressions. Social media platforms such as X, Instagram, TikTok, Facebook, and WhatsApp have 

become important spaces where Nigerian youths popularise slang and extend its use beyond regional 

boundaries. At the same time, Nigerian musicians, comedians, and social media influencers play a 

significant role in introducing new expressions into public discourse. Many slang expressions that first 

appeared within particular communities have achieved nationwide popularity through repeated use in 

entertainment and digital communication. 

The widespread circulation of youth slang demonstrates that contemporary Nigerian English is influenced 

by both local linguistic traditions and global cultural processes. This interaction contributes to the 

continuous expansion of the Nigerian English lexicon while preserving distinctive regional identities. 

Research Gap 

Existing studies have established that youth language reflects identity, social relationships, and cultural 

change, and that Nigerian English continues to develop through contact with indigenous languages and 

Nigerian Pidgin. However, much of the available literature focuses on the general characteristics of 

Nigerian English or discusses selected slang expressions without drawing on empirical data collected 

directly from young speakers representing different parts of the country. Consequently, limited attention 

has been given to documenting both nationally recognised and regionally distinctive slang expressions 

within the same study and examining what these expressions reveal about contemporary youth identity 

and language variation in Nigeria. 

This study addresses that gap by analysing slang expressions collected from undergraduate students of the 

Federal Polytechnic of Oil and Gas, Bonny, who originate from different states across Nigeria. By 

examining the meanings, regional distribution, and social functions of these expressions, the study 

provides empirical evidence of how Nigerian youths use slang to construct identity, express shared 

experiences, and contribute to the continuing development of Nigerian English. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Research Design 

This study adopted a qualitative descriptive research design to examine the use of youth slang in 

contemporary Nigerian English. A qualitative approach was considered appropriate because the study 

sought to understand the meanings, contexts of use, and social significance of slang expressions as 

explained by the participants. The design also provided the flexibility required to explore how young 

Nigerians use slang to express identity, describe social realities, and communicate within their peer 

groups. 

Participants and Sampling 

The participants comprised ten undergraduate students of the Federal Polytechnic of Oil and Gas, Bonny, 

Rivers State. The participants were selected through purposive sampling because they came from 

different states across Nigeria and were familiar with youth slang commonly used in their respective 

communities. Their diverse linguistic backgrounds enabled the study to capture slang expressions from 

different parts of the country rather than from a single geographical location. 

The study did not seek statistical representation of the Nigerian youth population. Rather, it aimed to 

obtain rich qualitative data from participants who possessed relevant knowledge of contemporary youth 

slang within their speech communities. 

Data Collection 

Data were collected through a group discussion organised by the researcher. During the discussion, 

participants were asked to identify slang expressions commonly used by young people in their states of 
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origin. They were also requested to provide the meanings of the expressions and explain the situations in 

which they are commonly used. The participants wrote down the slang expressions together with their 

meanings, while further explanations were provided during the discussion whenever clarification was 

required. 

More than thirty slang expressions were collected. Some of the expressions were reported by participants 

from several states, indicating that they had spread beyond their places of origin and were widely 

recognised across Nigeria. Others remained closely associated with particular regions, reflecting the 

linguistic diversity that characterises youth language in the country. 

Data Analysis 

The collected slang expressions were analysed using thematic analysis. The analysis began with a careful 

examination of all the expressions and their meanings. Slang items with similar social meanings and 

communicative functions were grouped into broader thematic categories. The themes that emerged 

included regional identity, economic realities, social relationships, humour, popular culture, globalization, 

and language creativity. 

The analysis focused not only on the meanings of the slang expressions but also on what they reveal 

about the experiences, values, and identities of Nigerian youths. Relevant sociolinguistic literature was 

used to interpret the findings and to explain how the identified expressions reflect the continuing 

development of Nigerian English. 

Trustworthiness of the Data 

To improve the credibility of the findings, the meanings provided by the participants were discussed 

collectively during the group session. Where different interpretations emerged, participants clarified the 

meanings based on their experiences within their respective speech communities until a shared 

understanding was reached. This process helped to minimise misunderstanding and ensured that the 

interpretations presented in this study accurately reflected the participants' use of the slang expressions. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

The findings are based on data obtained from a focus group discussion involving ten purposively selected 

students of the Federal Polytechnic of Oil and Gas, Bonny. The participants represented different 

geopolitical regions of Nigeria and jointly identified thirty slang expressions currently used by Nigerian 

youths. They also explained the meanings of the expressions and identified the regions where they are 

commonly used. The selected slang expressions are presented in Table 1. 

Table 1: Selected Nigerian Youth Slang Identified by the Participants 

S/N 
Slang Meaning 

Commonly Associated 

With 

1 
Sapa 

Being broke or experiencing financial 

hardship 
Nationwide 

2 
Japa 

To relocate abroad in search of better 

opportunities 
Nationwide 

3 Cruise Fun, joking, or unserious behaviour Nationwide 

4 Billing Asking someone for money Nationwide 

5 Soft life A comfortable and luxurious lifestyle Nationwide 

6 Pepper dem To outshine or impress others Nationwide 

7 Chop breakfast To experience heartbreak Nationwide 

8 
Idan 

An exceptionally skilled or influential 

person 
Lagos and South West 

9 E choke Something impressive or overwhelming Nationwide 

10 Ginger To motivate or encourage someone Nationwide 

11 Las las Eventually or in the end Lagos and South West 

12 Shege Severe hardship or suffering South West 

Nelson & Kiani  ….. ..Int. J. Inn. Lit., Lang. & Arts Studies 14(3):42-52, 2026 



47 

 

13 Gbege Trouble or confusion South West 

14 Gbese Debt or serious problem South West 

15 
Omo 

Expression of surprise, admiration, or 

emphasis 

South West and 

Nationwide 

16 Kpai To defeat or finish completely Delta and Warri 

17 
You dey whine? Are you joking? 

Rivers State and South 

South 

18 Who dey breet? Who is bragging or feeling important? Edo and Delta 

19 Lap Come here South South 

20 Maintain  Calm down South South 

21 Widda you Whats up with you South South 

22 I dey H I am hungry South South 

23 Give me white Give me hundred naira South South 

24 Piile  father South South 

25 maale mother South South 

26 Roger me Give me money South South 

27 Kak  Stand firm South South 

28 I don gauge I am filled up South South 

29 Dey play Keep joking/You'll learn Nationwide 

30 Body no be firewood Show off/Outshine others Nationwide 

Source: Fieldwork (2026).  
Note. The meanings and regional associations presented in Table 1 are based on the responses provided 

by the study participants during the group discussion. 

 

The analysis is organised around the three objectives of the study. Rather than examining each slang 

expression individually, the discussion focuses on the broader linguistic and sociocultural patterns 

reflected in the data. The findings are discussed in relation to existing studies on Nigerian English, youth 

language, and sociolinguistics. 

 

Slang as a Reflection of Cultural Identity and Regional Diversity 

The findings show that Nigerian youth slang reflects both regional identity and national linguistic 

integration. Although many expressions originated in particular speech communities, they are 

increasingly understood and used by young people across different parts of the country. This 

demonstrates that contemporary Nigerian youth language is shaped by continuous interaction among 

indigenous languages, Nigerian Pidgin, and Nigerian English. 

The participants identified several expressions that remain strongly associated with particular regions. 

Slang such as 'Idan', 'Las las', 'Shege', 'Gbege' and 'Gbese' were associated with the South West because 

of their Yoruba origin, while 'Kpai' was linked to Delta State. Similarly, expressions such as 'Who dey 

breet?' were identified with Edo and Delta, whereas 'Lap', 'Maintain', 'Roger me', 'Widda you', 'Give me 

white', 'Piile' and 'Maale' were recognised as common expressions in the South South. These findings 

indicate that regional languages and local varieties of Nigerian Pidgin continue to serve as important 

sources of lexical innovation. 

However, the findings equally reveal that geographical boundaries no longer limit the circulation of slang 

among Nigerian youths. Expressions such as 'Sapa', 'Japa', 'Cruise', 'Billing', 'Soft life', 'Pepper dem', 'E 

choke', 'Ginger' and 'Omo' were recognised by participants from all regions represented in the study. This 

suggests that regional expressions increasingly become part of a shared national youth vocabulary 

through interaction in schools, urban centres, entertainment, and digital communication. The movement 

of these expressions beyond their places of origin illustrates the dynamic nature of Nigerian English, 

where locally generated vocabulary gradually acquires wider acceptance. 
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This finding supports Bamgbose's (1971) observation that Nigerian English has continued to develop 

through contact with indigenous Nigerian languages rather than through exclusive dependence on British 

English. Jowitt (1991) similarly argues that lexical innovation is one of the defining characteristics of 

Nigerian English because speakers continually introduce expressions that reflect local experiences and 

cultural realities. The present findings provide further evidence of this continuing process by showing that 

youth slang has become one of the most productive sources of new vocabulary in contemporary Nigerian 

English. 

The findings also agree with Aboh & Okpo (2022), who found that slang among Nigerian university 

students develops through systematic linguistic processes rather than random coinage. Their study 

demonstrated that borrowing, compounding, clipping, semantic extension, and other word formation 

processes contribute to the development of youth slang. Although the present study did not specifically 

investigate morphological processes, the distribution of the identified expressions confirms that Nigerian 

youths actively adapt existing linguistic resources to suit their communicative needs. Many expressions 

have undergone semantic expansion or acquired meanings that differ from their original interpretations 

within indigenous languages. 

Furthermore, the findings extend recent Nigerian studies by demonstrating that slang development is not 

restricted to one institution or locality. While Anijiofor & Akabuike (2025) concentrated on slang among 

students of Chukwuemeka Odumegwu Ojukwu University and Nwadiubu (2025) examined slang within 

selected streets in Onitsha, the present study involved participants from different parts of Nigeria. The 

findings therefore suggest that although many slang expressions emerge within specific communities, 

they often spread rapidly beyond their original environments and eventually become part of wider youth 

communication. 

The findings further demonstrate that Nigerian youths employ slang to express collective identity. The 

use of common expressions enables young people from different ethnic and linguistic backgrounds to 

communicate through a shared vocabulary that symbolises membership of the same generation. 

Familiarity with contemporary slang therefore functions as a marker of belonging within youth 

communities. This observation is consistent with Eble (1996), who argues that slang creates solidarity 

among members of particular social groups, and Eckert (2000), who maintains that linguistic variation 

plays an important role in the construction of social identity. Within the Nigerian context, this shared 

vocabulary transcends ethnic differences while allowing regional identities to remain visible through 

distinctive local expressions. 

Ultimately, the findings indicate that Nigerian youth slang represents an important dimension of the 

continuing evolution of Nigerian English. It reflects Nigeria's multilingual environment, preserves 

regional linguistic identities, and simultaneously promotes a shared national youth culture through the 

circulation of innovative vocabulary. 

 

Slang as a Reflection of Economic Reality and Social Values 

Beyond regional identity, the findings reveal that Nigerian youth slang reflects the everyday realities, 

aspirations, and social experiences of young people. Many of the expressions identified by the 

participants are directly connected to issues of economic survival, interpersonal relationships, social 

status, and resilience. Rather than functioning merely as fashionable expressions, these slang terms 

provide concise ways of describing experiences that are widely shared among Nigerian youths. 

A striking pattern in the data is the prominence of expressions associated with economic conditions. 

Slang such as 'Sapa', 'Billing', 'Roger me', 'Give me white' and 'Soft life' reflects different aspects of the 

financial realities confronting many young Nigerians. Participants explained that these expressions occur 

frequently in everyday conversations because they capture common experiences in simple and humorous 

ways. Similarly, 'Japa' has become one of the most recognisable expressions among Nigerian youths 

because it reflects increasing interest in overseas education, employment, and migration. The popularity 

of these expressions suggests that economic realities have become a major source of lexical innovation 

within Nigerian youth discourse. 
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Rather than discussing financial hardship directly through formal language, young people often rely on 

slang to communicate these experiences in ways that reduce social tension and create shared 

understanding. Humour therefore becomes an important communicative strategy. Expressions such as 

'Cruise', 'Dey play', 'You dey whine?' and 'Chop breakfast' demonstrate how Nigerian youths use playful 

language to discuss disappointment, friendship, relationships, and everyday challenges without making 

conversations unnecessarily serious. The frequent use of humour reflects a broader tendency to reinterpret 

difficult experiences through creative linguistic expression. 

This observation supports Eble's (1996) argument that slang develops from the shared experiences of 

particular social groups and serves important interpersonal functions beyond vocabulary expansion. It 

also agrees with Eckert (2000), who maintains that youth language reflects social practices and group 

values rather than merely linguistic preferences. In the Nigerian context, the identified slang expressions 

reveal how young people construct solidarity by drawing upon common social realities and shared 

cultural experiences. 

The findings also correspond with Joshua and Egbe (2025), who found that contemporary Nigerian slang 

creates familiarity, authenticity, and stronger interpersonal connections. Although their study examined 

social media advertising, the present findings indicate that the same communicative functions operate 

within everyday interaction among Nigerian youths. The popularity of these expressions therefore reflects 

not only their linguistic appeal but also their ability to strengthen social relationships and facilitate 

informal communication. 

 

Globalisation, Digital Media, and the Spread of Nigerian Youth Slang 

The findings further reveal that digital communication and popular culture have become major factors 

influencing the creation and spread of Nigerian youth slang. Although many of the expressions identified 

in this study originated within specific linguistic communities, participants indicated that they first 

encountered several of them through music, comedy skits, films, and social media before they became 

part of their everyday speech. This suggests that contemporary youth slang is no longer confined to 

geographical locations but spreads rapidly through digital interaction and popular culture. 

Expressions such as 'E choke', 'Pepper dem', 'Cruise', 'Soft life', 'Billing' and 'Dey play' illustrate this 

pattern. While some of these expressions emerged from particular regions or social groups, they have 

gained nationwide recognition largely because they are repeatedly used by musicians, comedians, social 

media influencers, and content creators. Participants observed that exposure to these expressions through 

Facebook, X, Instagram, TikTok, WhatsApp, and YouTube contributed significantly to their widespread 

acceptance. Digital platforms therefore function as spaces where new expressions are introduced, shared, 

modified, and normalised among young people. 

This finding supports Crystal's (2006) argument that internet communication encourages rapid linguistic 

innovation by increasing interaction among speakers from different linguistic backgrounds. Unlike 

traditional face to face communication, digital media allows new vocabulary to circulate almost 

immediately across geographical boundaries. Consequently, expressions that originate in one locality can 

become part of national youth discourse within a relatively short period. 

The findings also reflect the influence of Nigeria's entertainment industry on language development. 

Music, particularly Afrobeats, has become one of the most important channels through which slang enters 

everyday communication. Participants identified several expressions whose popularity increased after 

repeated use in songs and online entertainment. This demonstrates that language and popular culture 

continually influence one another. While artists introduce new expressions to audiences, young people 

equally modify and extend these expressions in everyday interaction, thereby contributing to their 

continued development. 

These observations agree with Pennycook (2007), who argues that language in contemporary societies 

develops through continuous interaction between global cultural flows and local linguistic practices. 

Rather than adopting foreign expressions without modification, Nigerian youths adapt global linguistic 

influences to reflect local realities. This explains why English expressions such as 'Soft life' and 'Cruise' 
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have acquired meanings within Nigerian English that differ from their conventional interpretations in 

other English speaking communities. 

The findings equally support Joshua and Egbe (2025), who demonstrated that contemporary Nigerian 

communication increasingly depends on familiar slang to establish authenticity and cultural relevance. 

Although their study focused on advertising discourse, the present study shows that similar processes 

operate within everyday interaction. Young people prefer expressions that reflect shared cultural 

knowledge because such expressions create familiarity, reduce social distance, and strengthen 

interpersonal relationships. Slang therefore functions not only as a linguistic resource but also as a marker 

of contemporary youth culture. 

An important observation from the study is that digital communication has not eliminated regional 

linguistic identities. Instead, it has increased interaction among regional varieties of Nigerian English and 

Nigerian Pidgin. Participants continued to associate certain expressions with their regions of origin even 

though these expressions were widely understood by others. This suggests that regional identities remain 

visible while simultaneously contributing to the emergence of a broader national youth vocabulary. 

Digital communication therefore promotes linguistic integration without erasing regional diversity. 

comprehensively, the findings indicate that contemporary Nigerian youth slang develops through the 

interaction of local linguistic traditions, popular culture, and digital media. These factors collectively 

contribute to the continued expansion of Nigerian English and demonstrate how young people actively 

participate in shaping language change within a multilingual society. 

 

General Discussion 

The findings of this study demonstrate that Nigerian youth slang is a significant component of 

contemporary Nigerian English and an important reflection of the experiences of young people. The 

analysis shows that slang performs far more than an informal communicative function. It expresses 

cultural identity, reflects social and economic realities, strengthens peer relationships, and contributes to 

the continuous development of Nigerian English. 

One major contribution of this study is its demonstration that Nigerian youth slang is both regional and 

national. While several expressions remain associated with particular parts of the country, many have 

crossed linguistic and geographical boundaries to become part of a shared youth vocabulary. This finding 

highlights the dynamic relationship between regional linguistic identities and national language 

development. Rather than replacing indigenous languages, Nigerian English continues to expand by 

incorporating vocabulary generated through contact with those languages and with Nigerian Pidgin. This 

supports the description of Nigerian English as a distinct and evolving variety of English shaped by local 

sociocultural realities (Bamgbose, 1971; Jowitt, 1991). 

The study also shows that slang reflects the everyday experiences of Nigerian youths. Expressions 

relating to economic hardship, migration, friendship, humour, and social aspiration dominate the data, 

suggesting that language serves as a means through which young people interpret and negotiate their 

social environment. In this respect, the findings support sociolinguistic perspectives that view slang as an 

important resource for constructing identity, expressing solidarity, and responding creatively to changing 

social conditions (Eble, 1996; Eckert, 2000). 

Furthermore, the findings reinforce recent Nigerian studies on youth slang while extending them in 

important ways. Previous studies have examined slang within individual universities, specific urban 

communities, and digital communication (Aboh & Okpo, 2022; Anijiofor & Akabuike, 2025; Joshua & 

Egbe, 2025; Nwadiubu, 2025). The present study contributes to this growing body of literature by 

bringing together participants from different geopolitical regions of Nigeria. This broader participant base 

demonstrates how regional expressions move beyond their places of origin through higher education, 

increased mobility, and digital communication to become part of a common national youth vocabulary. 

In conclusion, the findings suggest that Nigerian youth slang should not be regarded merely as informal 

or transient language. Rather, it represents an important sociolinguistic resource through which young 

people express identity, respond to social realities, and contribute to the ongoing evolution of Nigerian 
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English. As new expressions continue to emerge and spread through interpersonal interaction and digital 

communication, youth slang will remain an important source of lexical innovation and an essential feature 

of contemporary Nigerian English. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This study examined the use of slang among Nigerian youths and demonstrated that contemporary 

Nigerian youth slang is a dynamic component of Nigerian English. Drawing on data obtained through a 

focus group discussion with purposively selected students from different geopolitical regions of Nigeria, 

the study showed that slang functions as more than informal vocabulary. It serves as a linguistic resource 

through which young people express identity, negotiate social relationships, reflect economic realities, 

and respond creatively to their everyday experiences. 

The findings reveal that Nigerian youth slang is shaped by the interaction of indigenous Nigerian 

languages, Nigerian Pidgin, and English. While many expressions retain identifiable regional origins, 

increased mobility, higher education, popular culture, and digital communication have enabled numerous 

slang expressions to spread beyond their original speech communities and become part of a shared 

national youth vocabulary. This demonstrates the dynamic nature of Nigerian English and its continued 

development through local linguistic creativity and multilingual language contact. 

The study also established that contemporary slang reflects important aspects of youth life in Nigeria. 

Expressions relating to economic hardship, migration, friendship, humour, aspiration, and social 

interaction illustrate how young people employ language to interpret their social environment and 

strengthen interpersonal relationships. The findings therefore support sociolinguistic perspectives that 

view language as both a reflection of society and a resource for constructing social identity. 

Beyond documenting contemporary slang expressions, this study contributes to existing scholarship by 

adopting a broader regional perspective than many previous Nigerian studies, which have largely 

concentrated on individual universities or specific urban communities. By bringing together participants 

from different parts of the country, the study demonstrates that Nigerian youth slang is simultaneously 

regional in origin and national in circulation. This provides further evidence that youth language 

continues to play an important role in the lexical expansion and ongoing evolution of Nigerian English. 

As language continues to evolve alongside technological advancement and changing patterns of social 

interaction, Nigerian youth slang will remain an important area of sociolinguistic inquiry. Future studies 

may examine how emerging digital platforms, regional variation, and intergenerational language use 

continue to influence the development of youth slang and contribute to the changing character of Nigerian 

English. 

 

REFERENCES 

Aboh, S. C., & Okpo, J. J. (2022). Morphosemantics of slang expressions by students in a Nigerian 

university. African Identities. Advance online publication.  

Adegbija, E. (2004). Multilingualism: A Nigerian perspective. Africa World Press. 

Allan, K. & Burridge, K.  (2006). Forbidden words: Taboo and censoring of language. Cambridge 

University Press. 

Anijiofor, M. C., & Akabuike, I. G. (2025). A study of slangy expressions in Chukwuemeka Odumegwu 

Ojukwu University, Igbariam Campus. ANSU Journal of Language and Literary Studies, 5(1), 

103–115.  

Bamgbose, A. (1971). The English language in Nigeria. In J. Spencer (Ed.), The English language in 

West Africa (pp. 35–48). Longman. 

Bucholtz, M. (2002). Youth and cultural practice. Annual Review of Anthropology, 31, 525–552. Crystal, 

D. (2006). Language and the Internet (2nd ed.). Cambridge University Press. 

Eble, C. (1996). Slang and sociability: In-group language among college students. University of North 

Carolina Press. 

Nelson & Kiani  ….. ..Int. J. Inn. Lit., Lang. & Arts Studies 14(3):42-52, 2026 



52 

 

Eckert, P. (2000). Linguistic variation as social practice: The linguistic construction of identity in Belten 

High. Blackwell. 

Igboanusi, H. (2002). A dictionary of Nigerian English usage. Enicrownfit Publishers. 

Joshua, S., & Egbe, P. (2025). A pragmatic analysis of slangs in Nigerian social media advertising. 

Journal of Natural Language and Linguistics, 3(1), 121–131.  

Jowitt, D. (1991). Nigerian English usage: An introduction. Longman Nigeria. 

Nwadiubu, E. C. (2025). Socio-semantic analysis of slang expressions in Abagana, Achalla and Uga 

Streets in Fegge, Onitsha, Anambra State. Nigerian Journal of African Studies, 7(2). 

Pennycook, A. (2007). Global Englishes and transcultural flows. Routledge. 

Okunrinmeta, U. (2013). The sociolinguistics of Nigerian English and the dynamics of Nigerian Pidgin in 

Nigerian literature. International Journal of English and Literature, 4(8), 354-364.  

Pennycook, A. (2007). Global Englishes and transcultural flows. Routledge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Nelson & Kiani  ….. ..Int. J. Inn. Lit., Lang. & Arts Studies 14(3):42-52, 2026 


