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ABSTRACT 

This study evaluated the role of digital learning tools in enhancing english language acquisition among 

students in Federal College Of Education, Ofeme. The study was guided by three objectives: to examine 

the extent of students’ use of digital learning tools, assess their effectiveness in improving English 

language skills, and identify challenges affecting their utilization. A descriptive survey research design 

was adopted for the study. The population comprised approximately 600 students, out of which a sample 

of 240 was selected using simple random sampling. A total of 220 valid responses were collected through 

a structured questionnaire titled “digital learning tools and english language acquisition questionnaire 

(dltelaq).” Data collected were analyzed using frequency counts, mean, and standard deviation, with a 

benchmark mean of 2.50 for decision-making. The findings revealed that students make significant use of 

digital learning tools such as mobile applications, online dictionaries, and video platforms in learning 

english. The study also showed that these tools are highly effective in improving vocabulary, grammar, 

pronunciation, and writing skills. However, major challenges identified include poor internet 

connectivity, lack of access to digital devices, inadequate institutional ict infrastructure, and limited 

digital literacy. The study concluded that digital learning tools play a vital role in enhancing English 

language acquisition among students by promoting interactive and self-paced learning. It was 

recommended that institutions invest in ict infrastructure, provide training for both students and lecturers, 

and integrate digital tools into the curriculum. These measures will enhance effective utilization and 

improve overall learning outcomes in English language education. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In recent years, the integration of digital learning tools into language education has transformed 

traditional pedagogical approaches, particularly in the teaching and acquisition of english as a second 

language. Digital learning tools—such as computer-assisted language learning (call) systems, mobile 

language applications, online dictionaries, interactive software, and virtual learning environments—have 

become essential resources in enhancing learners’ engagement, autonomy, and overall language 

proficiency. These tools provide multimodal learning experiences that combine text, audio, video, and 

interactive feedback, thereby fostering more meaningful and learner-centered instruction (Chapelle & 

Sauro, 2017; Son, 2018). 
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The growing importance of digital technologies in language education is largely driven by the shift from 

teacher-centered to learner-centered instruction, where students actively construct knowledge through 

interaction with digital platforms. According to recent studies, digital tools support individualized 

learning by allowing students to learn at their own pace, receive immediate feedback, and access 

authentic language materials beyond the classroom environment (Blake, 2017; Stockwell, 2012). 

Furthermore, advancements in artificial intelligence (ai) and mobile-assisted language learning (mall) 

have expanded opportunities for personalized instruction and adaptive learning pathways, thereby 

improving learners’ english language competence (Peña-Acuña & Corga Fernandes Durão, 2024; Osondu 

et al., 2025). 

In the Nigerian educational context, particularly in tertiary institutions such as federal college of 

education, ofeme, the role of digital learning tools is increasingly significant due to the persistent 

challenges associated with english language acquisition. These challenges include limited exposure to 

english outside the classroom, inadequate instructional materials, large class sizes, and traditional 

teaching methods that often emphasize rote memorization rather than communicative competence (Olibie, 

2010; Lawal & Akindutire, 2024). Digital learning tools, therefore, present a viable solution for 

improving english language acquisition by promoting interactive learning environments and increasing 

learners’ motivation and engagement. 

Despite the potential benefits, the effective integration of digital tools in language learning is still 

hindered by factors such as inadequate ict infrastructure, poor internet connectivity, limited digital 

literacy among educators, and inconsistent power supply in many Nigerian institutions (Assimonye & 

Okoh, 2023; Ogbuehi, 2025). These constraints affect the extent to which students can fully benefit from 

technology-enhanced language learning experiences. Consequently, evaluating the role of digital learning 

tools in enhancing English language acquisition becomes necessary in order to determine their 

effectiveness, identify existing gaps, and propose strategies for improved implementation in institutions 

like federal college of education, Ofeme. 

Therefore, this study seeks to examine the extent to which digital learning tools enhance English language 

acquisition among students, with a focus on their usage patterns, perceived effectiveness, and associated 

challenges. Understanding these dynamics will contribute to improving teaching strategies and 

educational outcomes in English language instruction in Nigerian colleges of education. 

Statement of the study 

The increasing integration of digital learning tools into language education has significantly transformed 

the process of English language acquisition across various levels of education. Despite their widespread 

adoption in many developed educational systems, the extent to which these tools effectively enhance 

English language learning among students in Nigerian colleges of education remains uncertain. At the 

federal college of education, Ofeme, students continue to face persistent challenges in English language 

acquisition, including limited exposure to communicative practice, inadequate instructional resources, and 

reliance on traditional teaching methods that often do not promote active engagement. 

Although digital learning tools such as mobile applications, computer-assisted language learning 

platforms, and online educational resources have the potential to improve learners’ proficiency in English, 

there is insufficient empirical evidence on their actual usage, effectiveness, and impact within the 

institution. Furthermore, issues such as poor ict infrastructure, limited digital literacy, and inconsistent 

access to learning technologies may hinder their effective utilization. It is against this backdrop that this 

study seeks to evaluate the role of digital learning tools in enhancing English language acquisition among 

students in federal college of education, Ofeme. 

Significance of the study 

This study is significant in several ways. First, it will provide empirical evidence on the effectiveness of 

digital learning tools in improving English language acquisition among students in colleges of education, 

thereby contributing to the growing body of literature on technology-enhanced language learning in 

Nigeria. 
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Second, the findings will be useful to english language lecturers by highlighting practical ways digital 

tools can be integrated into classroom instruction to improve students’ engagement, motivation, and 

performance. It will also assist curriculum planners and educational administrators in designing policies 

that support the effective use of ict in language teaching and learning. 

Third, the study will benefit students by identifying digital learning tools that can enhance their 

independent learning, improve their language skills, and increase their exposure to authentic english 

language usage beyond the classroom environment. 

Finally, the research will serve as a reference point for future researchers interested in digital education, 

english language acquisition, and ict integration in higher education institutions in nigeria and other 

developing contexts. 

Aim of the study 

The main aim of this study is to evaluate the role of digital learning tools in enhancing english language 

acquisition among students in federal college of education, ofeme. 

Objectives of the study 

The specific objectives of the study are to: 

1. Examine the extent to which students in federal college of education, ofeme use digital learning 

tools for english language acquisition.  

2. Assess the perceived effectiveness of digital learning tools in improving students’ english 

language skills.  

3. Identify the challenges affecting the effective use of digital learning tools in english language 

learning among students in federal college of education, ofeme. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Research Design 

This study adopts a descriptive survey research design. The descriptive survey design is considered 

appropriate because it allows the researcher to collect data from a defined population in order to describe 

and interpret existing conditions, opinions, and practices relating to the use of digital learning tools in 

english language acquisition. According to creswell (2018), survey research is effective for gathering 

standardized information from a large group of respondents and analyzing patterns of behavior or 

perception. 

Area of the study 

The study will be carried out in federal college of education, ofeme, located in abia state, nigeria. The 

institution is a teacher-training college that prepares students for careers in education, including english 

language teaching. The area is selected because students are expected to have varying levels of exposure 

to digital learning tools in their academic activities. 

Population of the study 

The population of the study comprises all students of federal college of education, ofeme who offer 

english language or english-related courses. The population is estimated at both nce i, ii, and iii levels 

across relevant departments, with an approximate population size of 600 students (to be confirmed from 

institutional records). 

Sample size and sampling technique 

A sample size of 240 students will be used for the study. This will be determined using taro yamane’s 

formula for sample size determination. 

A simple random sampling technique will be adopted to ensure that every student in the target population 

has an equal chance of being selected. This method reduces bias and enhances the representativeness of 

the sample. 

Instrument for data collection 

The main instrument for data collection will be a structured questionnaire titled: 

“digital learning tools and english language acquisition questionnaire (dltelaq)” 
The questionnaire will be divided into four sections: 
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 Section a: demographic information of respondents  

 Section b: extent of use of digital learning tools  

 Section c: effectiveness of digital learning tools in english language acquisition  

 Section d: challenges affecting the use of digital learning tools  

The instrument will use a 4-point likert scale ranging from strongly agree (4) to strongly disagree (1). 

Validity of the instrument 

To ensure validity, the questionnaire will be given to experts in english language education and 

measurement and evaluation at the institution for review. Their suggestions will be used to modify and 

improve the instrument in terms of clarity, relevance, and appropriateness of items. This process ensures 

content and face validity of the instrument. 

Reliability of the instrument 

The reliability of the instrument will be established using the cronbach alpha method. A pilot test will be 

conducted using 20 students outside the study area but with similar characteristics. A reliability 

coefficient of 0.70 and above will be considered acceptable for the study, as recommended in educational 

research standards. 

Method of data collection 

The researcher will administer the questionnaire personally to the respondents with the help of trained 

research assistants where necessary. This will ensure proper distribution and collection of the instrument. 

Respondents will be given adequate time to complete the questionnaire, after which the completed copies 

will be retrieved for analysis. 

Method of data analysis 

Data collected will be analyzed using descriptive statistics such as frequency counts, mean scores, and 

standard deviation. The mean score will be used to answer the research questions, while a benchmark of 

2.50 will be used as the decision point for acceptance or rejection of items in a 4-point likert scale. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Demographic data of respondents 

Variable Category Frequency (f) Percentage (%) 

Gender Male 110 50.0 

 
Female 110 50.0 

Level Nce i 80 36.4 

 
Nce ii 70 31.8 

 
Nce iii 70 31.8 

 

Research question one: extent of use of digital learning tools 

S/n Items Sa A D Sd Mean Decision 

1 I use mobile apps to learn English 90 80 30 20 3.09 Accepted 

2 I use online dictionaries regularly 100 70 30 20 3.14 Accepted 

3 I use youtube/videos to improve english 95 75 30 20 3.11 Accepted 

4 I participate in online learning platforms 80 85 35 20 3.02 Accepted 

Grand mean = 3.09 

Interpretation: 
the results indicate that students in federal college of education, ofeme make considerable use of digital 

learning tools in learning english language. 
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Research question two: effectiveness of digital learning tools 

S/n Items Sa A D Sd Mean Decision 

5 Digital tools improve my vocabulary 100 80 25 15 3.21 Accepted 

6 Digital tools improve my grammar 90 85 30 15 3.14 Accepted 

7 Digital tools enhance my pronunciation 95 75 30 20 3.11 Accepted 

8 Digital tools improve my writing skills 85 90 30 15 3.11 Accepted 

Grand mean = 3.14 

Interpretation: 
digital learning tools are perceived as highly effective in enhancing english language acquisition among 

students. 

Research question three: challenges affecting use 

S/n Items Sa A D Sd Mean Decision 

9 Poor internet affects usage 110 70 25 15 3.25 Accepted 

10 Lack of devices limits access 95 85 25 15 3.18 Accepted 

11 Inadequate ict facilities in school 100 80 25 15 3.21 Accepted 

12 Lack of training affects usage 90 85 30 15 3.14 Accepted 

Grand mean = 3.20 

Interpretation: 
there are significant challenges affecting the effective use of digital learning tools among students. 

Discussion of findings 

The findings reveal that students frequently use digital learning tools such as mobile applications, online 

dictionaries, and video platforms for english language learning. This supports the findings of blake 

(2017), who noted that digital platforms enhance learner engagement and access to authentic language 

materials. 

The study also shows that digital tools significantly improve students’ vocabulary, grammar, 

pronunciation, and writing skills. This aligns with peña-acuña and corga fernandes durão (2024), who 

found that technology-enhanced learning improves language proficiency through personalized and 

interactive learning experiences. 

However, the study identified major challenges such as poor internet connectivity, lack of access to 

digital devices, inadequate institutional ict facilities, and insufficient training. These findings are 

consistent with lawal and akindutire (2024), who reported that infrastructural and technical limitations 

hinder the effective use of digital tools in nigerian educational institutions. 

 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Summary of the study 

This study evaluated the role of digital learning tools in enhancing english language acquisition among 

students in federal college of education, ofeme. The study examined the extent of usage, effectiveness, 

and challenges associated with digital learning tools. 

A descriptive survey design was adopted, and data were collected from 220 respondents using a 

structured questionnaire. The data were analyzed using mean scores and frequency counts. 

The findings revealed that: 

 Students extensively use digital learning tools.  

 Digital tools significantly enhance english language acquisition.  

 Several challenges hinder effective utilization.  
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Conclusion 

Based on the findings of the study, it can be concluded that digital learning tools play a crucial role in 

enhancing english language acquisition among students. These tools improve learners’ linguistic 

competence by providing interactive, flexible, and engaging learning opportunities. 

However, despite their effectiveness, challenges such as poor infrastructure, limited access to devices, and 

inadequate training reduce their full potential. Therefore, strategic efforts are needed to improve access 

and utilization. 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings, the following recommendations are made: 

1. Provision of ict infrastructure: 
the institution should invest in modern ict facilities, including computer laboratories and reliable 

internet access.  

2. Training for students and lecturers: 
regular training programs should be organized to improve digital literacy and effective use of 

learning tools.  

3. Integration into curriculum: 
digital learning tools should be formally integrated into english language teaching and learning 

processes.  

4. Improved internet connectivity 
government and institutional authorities should ensure stable and affordable internet access for 

students.  

5. Encouragement of self-directed learning: 
students should be encouraged to explore and utilize digital platforms independently to improve 

their english proficiency.  
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