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ABSTRACT

This study assessed political parties and socio-economic development in Taraba State, Nigeria, from 2015 to
2023. The study was anchored on Hanna Fenichel Pitkin's Theory of Representation, which posits that
elected representatives and political parties are expected to act in the best interests of the people by
promoting responsive governance, accountability, and equitable development. A descriptive research design
was adopted to provide an in-depth understanding of how political party governance influenced socio-
economic development across six selected Local Government Areas of Taraba State, namely Kurmi,
Gashaka, Lau, Ardo-Kola, Wukari, and Takum. The study population comprised 1,125,300 residents, from
which a sample size of 400 respondents was drawn. Data were collected through Key Informant Interviews
(KIlIs), In-Depth Interviews (IDIs), Focus Group Discussions (FGDs), and secondary sources of data. The
data obtained were analyzed using the thematic content analysis approach. The findings revealed that
political parties contributed to socio-economic development through the implementation of infrastructure
projects, expansion of educational and healthcare services, agricultural support programmes, and community
empowerment initiatives. The study concluded that although political parties remain indispensable
institutions for democratic governance and socio-economic transformation, their developmental
effectiveness depends largely on transparent leadership, accountability, inclusive participation, and policy
consistency. The study recommended that political parties should strengthen internal democratic practices,
institutionalize citizen participation in governance, prioritize merit-based leadership, ensure equitable
distribution of development projects across all local government areas, and establish effective monitoring
and evaluation mechanisms to improve the implementation of socio-economic development programmes in
Taraba State.
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INTRODUCTION

Political parties constitute a cornerstone of democratic governance, not only by aggregating and articulating
the political interests of citizens, but also by shaping the developmental agenda of the state. In Nigeria,
political parties have emerged as central agents of policy design and implementation, acting as
intermediaries between the electorate and the machinery of government. They are expected to advance
socio-economic development by promoting inclusive policies, managing state resources equitably, and
fostering institutions that deliver essential public goods. Yet, the Nigerian experience demonstrates a more
complicated reality, where party politics is often interwoven with ethnicity, patronage, and electoral
volatility, sometimes to the detriment of coherent development outcomes (Akinola, 2018).

Socio-economic development in Nigeria continues to face persistent constraints, including widespread
poverty, youth unemployment, infrastructural deficits, weak healthcare systems, and declining educational
standards (Obute, 2021). These structural issues have been compounded by institutional inefficiencies, elite
capture, and inconsistent policy execution. Political parties, rather than serving as platforms for
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transformative governance, are frequently accused of prioritizing personal interests over public welfare. As a
result, the capacity of parties to initiate and sustain meaningful development at the subnational level remains
in question. In this context, Taraba State offers a compelling case for examining the relationship between
party politics and development outcomes.

The political landscape of Taraba State from 2015 to 2023 has been marked by intense competition between
the two dominant parties, the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) and the All Progressives Congress (APC).
The 2015 elections ushered in a PDP led administration under Governor Darius Dickson Ishaku, whose
tenure extended into 2023 amidst political challenges, interparty rivalries, and recurring debates about the
effectiveness of public policy in the state. The 2019 and 2023 elections featured renewed contestation, with
both parties presenting divergent visions for socio-economic reform. Policy discourses during this decade
emphasized infrastructure renewal, economic diversification, healthcare expansion, and educational
revitalization. However, on the ground realities often reflected a disconnect between political rhetoric and
developmental outcomes.

What makes the Taraba experience analytically significant is the persistent gap between political
commitment and programmatic execution. Electoral promises abound, yet their translation into sustained,
inclusive development has been hampered by issues such as policy inconsistency, bureaucratic inefficiency,
political interference in public administration, and a lack of continuity in development plans. Political
parties, though influential in setting governance priorities, are also enmeshed in local power struggles, ethnic
alignments, and patronage networks that sometimes obstruct transparent governance and undermine
institutional accountability (Kungu, 2020).

Furthermore, the research situates the Taraba experience within the broader Nigerian context, where the
interplay of party politics and development reflects wider national patterns of elite dominance, resource
contestation, and weak policy institutionalization. Reflecting this context, how political parties in Taraba
navigate these challenges, and how their actions impact socio-economic indicators at the grassroots level,
continue to obscure intellectual investigation. It is in this context that this study examines the role of political
parties in shaping socio-economic development in Taraba State between 2015 and 2023.

Statement of the Problem

The recurring failure of political parties in Taraba State to translate their electoral mandates into sustained
socio-economic progress points to a deeper structural and institutional problem that warrants critical
investigation. Despite successive administrations led by dominant parties such as the People's Democratic
Party (PDP) and the All Progressives Congress (APC), there is a marked inconsistency between policy
intentions and developmental outcomes across sectors like education, healthcare, infrastructure,
employment, and poverty alleviation. These discrepancies are not merely incidental, they are symptomatic of
broader governance deficiencies rooted in weak institutional capacity, poor policy continuity, partisan
politics, and limited ideological commitment to inclusive development.

The persistent underdevelopment of Taraba State, despite its resource endowments and repeated political
pledges, highlights the limitations of party-led governance in addressing the fundamental needs of its
citizens. Political competition in the state has often been reduced to elite-driven struggles for access to
power, with minimal emphasis on long-term development planning, implementation discipline, or public
accountability. As a result, electoral cycles tend to introduce abrupt policy shifts, project abandonment, and
politicization of development programs that undermine the consistency and impact of public service
delivery.

Thus, the problem this study addresses is the failure of political parties in Taraba State, despite occupying
strategic positions of power between 2015 and 2023, to meaningfully drive inclusive and sustainable socio-
economic development. It also confronts the institutional and political dynamics, such as clientelism, weak
policy coherence, and lack of continuity that obstruct developmental outcomes and reduce citizen confidence
in democratic governance. Without a systematic understanding of how political parties function in practice
within Taraba’s political landscape, it becomes difficult to account for the structural barriers to development
or to identify viable pathways for reform.

This study, therefore, seeks to interrogates the role of political parties as both enablers and inhibitors of
development by examining their actions, policies, and governance practices over an eight-year period. In
doing so, it aims to offer a grounded account of the political obstacles to development in Taraba State and to
contribute to the growing discourse on how democratic institutions can be reoriented to serve developmental
goals more effectively.
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Objectives of the Study
The primary objective of this study is to investigate the relationship between political parties and socio-
economic development in Taraba State, Nigeria, between 2015 and 2023. Specifically, the study aims to:

1. Examine the influence of political parties on educational development in Taraba State.

2. Assess the role of political parties in the improvement of healthcare services in Taraba State.
Research Questions
This study seeks to answer the following research questions:

1. To what extent have political parties influenced educational development in Taraba State?

2. How have political parties contributed to the improvement of healthcare services in Taraba State?

Literature Review

Political Parties

Political parties are fundamental institutions in any democratic system. They serve as vehicles for political
participation, governance, policy formulation, and representation. Broadly defined, a political party is an
organized group of individuals who share common political ideologies and work collectively to gain and
maintain political power through electoral processes. These parties seek to control government by winning
elections, implementing policy agendas, and shaping governance outcomes in alignment with their
manifestos and ideological positions (Belchior et al., 2024).

The emergence of political parties is historically linked to the development of representative democracy. In
established democracies, parties evolved to perform key functions such as aggregating diverse interests,
mobilizing voters, and facilitating political socialization. (Rahat, 2024). In Africa, and Nigeria in particular,
political parties first emerged during the colonial era as platforms for nationalist struggle and later evolved
into mechanisms for elite competition in the post-independence era (Omotola, 2010). In Nigeria’s First
Republic, parties like the Northern People’s Congress (NPC), Action Group (AG), and National Council of
Nigeria and Cameroons (NCNC) were regionally based and largely ethnic in orientation. While they
contributed to democratic development, they also laid the groundwork for political fragmentation
(Adegbami & Uche, 2015). In subsequent republics, broader-based national parties such as the National
Party of Nigeria (NPN), Social Democratic Party (SDP), and more recently, the People’s Democratic Party
(PDP) and All Progressives Congress (APC) have dominated the political landscape.

Governance and Political Representation

Governance refers to the processes, structures, and mechanisms through which authority is exercised in the
management of a society’s resources, institutions, and public affairs. It encompasses both formal and
informal actors and institutions that contribute to decision-making, implementation, and accountability in the
public sphere. Good governance is typically characterized by transparency, participation, responsiveness,
effectiveness, equity, the rule of law, and accountability (Katsamunska, 2016; Stoker, 1998). It goes beyond
government to include how decisions are made, how power is exercised, and how citizens are engaged in
shaping public policy and development priorities. Governance can occur at multiple levels, local, national,
and global and may involve a wide range of actors including political leaders, civil servants, private sector
actors, civil society organizations, and ordinary citizens (Yamamoto, 2008; Allen et al., 2023).

Political representation, on the other hand, is the process by which elected officials act on behalf of
constituents within political institutions. It is rooted in the democratic principle that power ultimately resides
with the people and that their voices should be reflected in public decision-making (Gould, 2021;
Valsangiacomo, 2021; Fudge & Leith, 2021). Representation involves the translation of citizens'
preferences, interests, and concerns into policy outputs through elected representatives, particularly those
occupying legislative and executive positions. Effective representation requires that political leaders are
responsive, accessible, and accountable to the electorate (Albareda & Fraussen, 2023; Boudou, 2023).
Socio-Economic Development

Socio-economic development refers to a multidimensional process through which the economic and social
conditions of individuals, communities, and societies are improved over time (Abdulkareem et al., 2023). It
entails both quantitative changes, such as increases in income, employment, and productivity and qualitative
transformations, including improved access to education, healthcare, housing, and the realization of social
justice, equality, and human well-being (Bello, 2024; Suleiman, 2025). The concept bridges two
interconnected spheres: the economic aspects of development, such as production, distribution, and
consumption of goods and services; and the social dimensions, which include health, education, equity, and
participation in civic life (Hartmann, 2018; Baker & Mehmood, 2015)
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At its core, socio-economic development emphasizes human-centered progress (Nagan, 2016; Asad &
Annisa, 2023). Unlike traditional economic growth models that focus narrowly on increases in Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) or industrial output, socio-economic development is more comprehensive. It
evaluates not only how wealth is generated, but also how it is distributed, who benefits from it, and what
impact it has on the quality of life. This perspective is rooted in the understanding that development must go
beyond financial indicators to include broader societal well-being and equity.

Political Parties and Development Linkages

Political parties are central institutions in democratic systems, serving as intermediaries between the state
and society (Moore, 2019; Fraussen & Halpin, 2018). Their role traditionally includes political mobilization,
leadership recruitment, governance formation, interest aggregation, and policy articulation. Beyond their
electoral functions, however, political parties are increasingly recognized as key actors in the developmental
process. The link between political parties and development lies in the extent to which parties contribute to
the formulation, implementation, and continuity of policies that promote economic growth, social welfare,
and institutional accountability (Bizzarro et al., 2018; Poguntke et al., 2016)

The conceptual linkage between political parties and development is rooted in the normative expectation that
parties should act as vehicles for translating citizen preferences into actionable public policies. Through their
platforms and manifestos, parties are expected to outline developmental priorities, such as poverty reduction,
job creation, infrastructure investment, education reform, and healthcare access and implement these
agendas once in power (Kumar, 2020; Jackson, 2020; Jacob & Pedersen, 2018). In this sense, political
parties function not merely as electoral machines but as agents of governance and state-building.

Political Parties as Instruments of Socioeconomic Transformation in Nigeria

Political parties serve as platforms through which citizens’ aspirations are articulated, translated into
governance agendas, and implemented through policy interventions. In developing democracies such as
Nigeria, political parties have a particularly significant role to play in driving socio-economic
transformation, advancing economic development, fostering social inclusion, and promoting equitable
resource distribution (Aluko et al., 2024; Abdulkareem et al., 2023). However, the extent to which Nigerian
political parties have fulfilled this transformative mandate remains contested in both scholarly and policy
discourses.

Since Nigeria’s independence in 1960, political parties have existed not merely as electoral machines but as
critical actors in shaping the country’s developmental trajectory (Ashindorbe & Nathaniel, 2019; Olaiya,
2016). In the First Republic, parties such as the Northern People’s Congress (NPC), the Action Group (AG),
and the National Council of Nigerian Citizens (NCNC) pursued regionally defined but development-oriented
agendas. The AG, for example, implemented pioneering social policies such as free primary education and
rural development schemes in the Western Region, while the NPC and NCNC similarly championed
agricultural and infrastructural initiatives in the Northern and Eastern regions respectively. These efforts
reflected the understanding that political parties could be engines of socio-economic transformation by
translating ideological commitments into concrete developmental outcomes.

However, Nigeria’s postcolonial political evolution has been shaped by cycles of democratic openings and
military interventions, each reshaping the party system and its developmental impact (Adiele, & Uvere,
2025; Chukwu, & Ojiridike, 2025; Sule, 2025). The military era (1966—1979; 1983-1999) weakened
institutional party structures, interrupted policy continuity, and entrenched centralised governance models
that undermined participatory development. The Second Republic (1979-1983) witnessed the return of
parties such as the Unity Party of Nigeria (UPN) and the National Party of Nigeria (NPN), both of which
presented ambitious development programmes. The UPN’s commitment to free education and health
services, as well as the NPN’s housing and agricultural schemes, underscored the continued belief in the
developmental capacity of parties. However, corruption, fiscal mismanagement, and the short-lived nature of
the Republic curtailed the transformative potential of these agendas.

The Fourth Republic, inaugurated in 1999, restored multiparty democracy and created renewed opportunities
for parties to act as instruments of socioeconomic transformation. The People’s Democratic Party (PDP),
which dominated the political landscape for 16 years, initiated key macroeconomic reforms such as bank
consolidation, the National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS), and debt relief
negotiations with the Paris Club. These reforms contributed to macroeconomic stability, infrastructure
development, and the growth of Nigeria’s telecommunications and financial sectors (Forrest, 2019;
Anyanwu, 2015; Ogun, 2018). Similarly, opposition parties such as the Action Congress of Nigeria (ACN)
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in the South-West implemented state-level developmental programmes, with Lagos State becoming a model
for internally generated revenue (IGR) expansion, urban renewal, and transportation reforms.

The emergence of the All Progressives Congress (APC) in 2013, through the merger of major opposition
parties, reflected the continuing centrality of parties in framing alternative governance agendas. The APC’s
2015 electoral victory was anchored on promises of economic diversification, anti-corruption, and social
welfare, leading to initiatives such as the Social Investment Programme (SIP) (Obute, 2021), TraderMoni
microcredit schemes, and infrastructure projects in transport and energy. While these interventions
demonstrated the potential of parties to influence socio-economic transformation, their sustainability has
been challenged by policy inconsistencies, elite-driven politics, and economic shocks, including the 2016
recession and the COVID-19 pandemic.

Despite these historical and contemporary examples, the transformative role of Nigerian political parties has
been hindered by several structural and systemic constraints. First, parties often lack clear ideological
distinctions, operating instead as broad coalitions of elites united primarily by the pursuit of political office
rather than coherent policy visions (Omotola, 2009; Babalola & Onapajo, 2019; Nwokeke, 2019). This
ideological fluidity fosters frequent party switching (political cross-carpeting), undermining policy
continuity and weakening developmental focus. Second, the high cost of party politics, driven by monetised
nomination processes and vote-buying, limits the participation of reform-oriented candidates and entrenches
elite dominance. This elite capture reduces the responsiveness of parties to grassroots socio-economic
concerns, weakening their legitimacy as agents of transformation.

Third, party manifestos are frequently treated as campaign instruments rather than binding governance
compacts, with many promises unfulfilled due to weak institutional accountability mechanisms (Ayobolu,
2025; Nyeenenwa & Stephen-Nyeenenwa, 2022).. For example, while successive parties have pledged to
diversify Nigeria’s economy beyond oil dependence, structural transformation has been slow, and the
country remains vulnerable to commodity price shocks. Similarly, commitments to universal education,
health care, and poverty eradication have been inconsistently implemented, resulting in persistent human
development deficits.

The Role of Political Parties in Public Policy Design and Execution in Nigeria

Beyond their electoral functions, political parties provide platforms for articulating societal needs,
developing policy frameworks, and facilitating their implementation once in government (Gberevbie et al.,
2018; Nnamdi & Ogan, 2019). In democratic systems, parties are therefore not merely vehicles for winning
elections but also institutions for structuring governance agendas and shaping public policy outcomes. In
Nigeria, the role of political parties in public policy design and execution has evolved alongside the
country’s political history, shaped by colonial legacies, military rule, and the challenges of democratic
consolidation in a multi-ethnic federal state.

Public policy refers to the decisions, plans, and actions undertaken by governments to achieve specific goals
within society. Its design involves the identification of problems, setting of priorities, formulation of policy
options, and selection of preferred solutions. Execution entails translating policy into actionable programmes
and projects through institutional mechanisms. Political parties play a pivotal role in both stages, as they
aggregate interests from diverse societal groups, articulate them in party manifestos, and translate them into
governance strategies when in power. The stronger and more programmatic a party is, the greater its
capacity to influence the policy cycle effectively.

Since independence in 1960, Nigerian political parties have engaged in public policy design through their
manifestos, campaign promises, and governance blueprints. In the First Republic, parties such as the Action
Group (AG), Northern People’s Congress (NPC), and the National Council of Nigerian Citizens (NCNC)
articulated distinct policy visions. The AG pioneered free education policies in the Western Region, while
the NPC emphasised agricultural development in the North. These programmes reflected not only regional
priorities but also the capacity of parties to shape public policy agendas in line with their political
constituencies.

The Second Republic (1979-1983) further illustrated the role of parties in policy formulation. The Unity
Party of Nigeria (UPN) maintained its ideological focus on welfarism, promising free education, free health
care, and rural development. The National Party of Nigeria (NPN) promoted policies on housing,
agriculture, and infrastructural expansion. While these parties succeeded in introducing some of their
proposed policies, political instability, corruption, and fiscal mismanagement constrained effective
execution, highlighting the gap between design and implementation (Mikai, 2016; Uwagboe, 2023).

122



Danladi et al. ....... Int. J. Innovative Legal & Political Studies 14(3):118-132, 2026

In the Fourth Republic, the People’s Democratic Party (PDP), the All Progressives Congress (APC), and
other parties have used manifestos and campaign platforms to outline economic, social, and infrastructural
development policies. The PDP’s National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS)
was a notable framework during President Olusegun Obasanjo’s administration, focusing on macroeconomic
stability, privatisation, and poverty reduction. NEEDS was influenced by the party’s policy units and its
engagement with technocrats, illustrating the link between party platforms and formal policy instruments.
Similarly, the APC’s rise to power in 2015 was anchored on a manifesto emphasising anti-corruption,
economic diversification, security, and social investment, which translated into specific programmes such as
the National Social Investment Programme (NSIP) (Usman, Z. 2022), agricultural transformation initiatives,
and infrastructural investments in transportation and energy.

Policy execution in Nigeria often reflects the governing party’s ability to align bureaucratic institutions,
legislative bodies, and subnational governments with its priorities. Once in power, political parties control
the executive branch and influence appointments in ministries, departments, and agencies, allowing them to
guide the implementation process through budgetary allocations, legislative proposals, and performance
monitoring (Livermore, 2015; Dzimbiri, 2016). The quality of execution has frequently been undermined
by weak institutional capacity, patronage politics, and corruption. In many cases, policies are designed with
clear objectives but are poorly implemented due to misalignment between political rhetoric and
administrative action. The PDP’s NEEDS framework, for instance, received international praise for its scope
but faced challenges from entrenched bureaucratic inefficiencies and resistance from vested interests.
Similarly, APC-led infrastructural and social programmes have been hampered by inadequate funding,
politicisation of projects, and uneven coordination between federal and state governments.

Structural Weaknesses and Institutional Barriers in Nigeria’s Party System in Nigeria

Political parties in Nigeria are beset by a range of structural weaknesses and institutional barriers that
constrain their capacity to serve as effective engines of sustainable socio-economic development (Imoloame,
2021). These limitations operate at multiple levels: internal organisational deficits within parties, systemic
incentives created by the broader political economy, legal and regulatory gaps, and the fragility of state
institutions that interact with party behaviour. Taken together, these factors produce a party environment
characterised by elite dominance, weak programmatic orientation, opaque finances, limited grassroots
linkage, and a transactional politics that privileges short-term patronage over long-term policy planning.
Understanding these constraints is essential for diagnosing why parties struggle to translate electoral
victories into sustained development outcomes and for identifying reforms that might strengthen their
developmental role.

A pervasive problem within Nigerian parties is weak internal democracy. Decision-making is frequently
centralised in the hands of a few powerful actors party leaders, financiers, and political godfathers who
control candidate selection, resource allocation, and strategic direction (lhembe, 2022; Oluwatusin & Daisi,
2018). Competitive primaries are often undermined by imposition, manipulation, or financial inducements
that pre-determine outcomes. This top-down control diminishes the representativeness and legitimacy of
party choices, alienates rank-and-file members, and narrows the pool of leadership talent. When candidates
are selected through opaque processes, parties are less likely to present credible development-oriented
platforms and more likely to prioritise loyalty to patrons. The consequence is a leadership class that reflects
elite interests rather than broad-based societal demands, reducing the incentive to pursue policies that
produce inclusive socio-economic transformation.

Closely related to internal democratic deficits is the monetisation of party politics. The high cost of
contesting primaries and general elections means that political office is effectively accessible only to those
with substantial personal resources or access to rent-generating networks. Campaign financing in Nigeria is
weakly regulated and poorly enforced, creating an environment where vote-buying, clientelist payouts, and
corrupt fundraising are common. This financial dynamic skew party behaviour in two significant ways. First,
it incentivises short-term, visible projects that can be used to repay patrons and purchasers of votes, rather
than investments in long-term infrastructure, human capital, or institutional reform. Second, it fosters elite
capture of party structures, since those who fund campaigns wield disproportionate influence over party
policies and appointments, often with little accountability.

Another major constraint is the absence of clear, programmatic ideology across most parties. Political
competition has predominantly taken the form of personality-driven and identity-based mobilisation rather
than contestation over coherent policy alternatives. Parties frequently adopt broad, catch-all manifestos that

123



Danladi et al. ....... Int. J. Innovative Legal & Political Studies 14(3):118-132, 2026

lack specificity, measurable targets, or mechanisms for implementation and evaluation. This ideological
ambiguity reduces incentives to develop technical policy capacity within parties and to cultivate specialist
policy teams. Without institutionalised policy research units and sustained engagement with evidence-based
planning, parties are ill-equipped to design multisectoral development strategies or to ensure that campaign
promises translate into executable programs.

Regulatory and institutional barriers compound party weaknesses. The legal framework governing party
behaviour, funding, and internal governance often lacks teeth. Provisions intended to promote transparency,
internal democracy, or fiscal reporting are commonly poorly enforced by electoral bodies or the judiciary.
Weak enforcement enables parties to flout rules with little consequence, perpetuating a cycle of impunity
that undermines public trust. Moreover, the administrative capacity of the Independent National Electoral
Commission and related oversight institutions is sometimes strained, leading to uneven implementation of
reforms designed to professionalise party operations and curb malpractice.

Theoretical Framework

This study adopts the Hanna Fenichel Pitkin’s “Theory of Representation,” developed in 1969 and
Christopher Wlezien’s “Dynamic Representation Model” published in 1996. The Pitkin’s Theory of
Representation provides one of the most enduring frameworks for understanding the relationship between
elected officials and the citizens they serve. Pitkin sought to move beyond the simplistic notion of
representatives merely occupying office and instead interrogated what it truly means to “represent” the
people. She identified four key forms of representation: formalistic, which concerns the institutional rules
and authorisations enabling representation; descriptive, in which representatives share characteristics such as
ethnicity, gender, or background with their constituents; symbolic, which captures the emotional and cultural
significance attached to representatives; and substantive, where the representative actively advances the
needs, aspirations, and welfare of the people. Of these, substantive representation is most relevant to this
study, as it shifts focus from the presence of representatives to the guality and impact of their actions. For
Pitkin, genuine political legitimacy is derived not from winning elections, but from translating public
demands into meaningful policy and tangible improvements in citizens’ lives.

Pitkin’s theory has found wide application in political science scholarship, from analysing legislative
behaviour and gender representation to studying the defence of minority rights and the effectiveness of
participatory governance. In Western democracies, it has been used to assess whether elected officials
substantively advocate for marginalised groups such as women and ethnic minorities. In African contexts,
including post-colonial democracies, it has been applied to examine how parliamentarians and local
governments respond to the developmental needs of rural and underserved communities. Its emphasis on
accountability has made it particularly useful for evaluating governance in decentralised systems, where
proximity to citizens should, in theory, increase the authenticity of representation.

Despite its influence, Pitkin’s framework has faced scholarly critique. Supporters commend its nuanced
categorisation of representation, which allows researchers to distinguish between symbolic gestures and
genuine policy action. However, critics point out that substantive representation can be challenging to
operationalise in empirical studies, as determining whether a representative is truly acting in the public’s
interest often involves subjective judgment and the use of indirect indicators. Furthermore, the theory does
not fully address the temporal dimension of governance, that is, how representatives adjust their actions and
policies over time in response to evolving public needs. This limitation makes it less equipped, on its own, to
explain the dynamic and iterative processes of policymaking in a changing socio-political environment.

The integration of Pitkin’s substantive representation and Wlezien’s dynamic representation offers a
comprehensive analytical lens for studying political parties and socio-economic development in Taraba
State, Nigeria. Pitkin’s emphasis on authenticity and accountability provides a normative benchmark for
assessing whether political parties act in the genuine interest of their constituents by converting ideological
commitments into development-oriented policies. This is especially significant in Taraba, a state
characterised by ethno-religious diversity, rural underdevelopment, and periodic conflict, where political
trust is often fragile.

METHODOLOGY

This study adopted a descriptive research design to examine the relationship between political parties and
socio-economic development in Taraba State, Nigeria, from 2015 to 2023. A descriptive design was most
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appropriate for systematically capturing, documenting, and analyzing the patterns, characteristics, and
dynamics through which Political party ideology have influenced development outcomes across the state.
The population of this study comprised the projected 2023 population of the six selected Local Government
Areas in Taraba State, namely Kurmi, Gashaka, Lau, Ardo-Kola, Wukari, and Takum. These Local
Government Areas were selected because they provide an appropriate representation of the diverse socio-
economic and political characteristics of Taraba State and have experienced varying levels of governance
and development interventions. Based on the 2023 projected population estimates, the combined population
of the selected Local Government Areas is 1,125,300. This population constituted the target population from
which respondents were selected for the study.

Table 3.1: Projected Population of the Selected Local Government Areas in Taraba State (2023)

S/N Local Government Area Projected Population (2023)

1 Kurmi 138,600
2 Gashaka 136,700
3 Lau 195,400
4 Ardo-Kola 126,900
5 Wukari 331,800
6 Takum 195,900
Total Selected LGAs 1,125,300

Source: Projected Population (2023).

The total projected population of 1,125,300 served as the target population for the study.

The sample size for this study was determined using the Taro Yamane (1967) formula for sample size
determination, which is appropriate for obtaining a representative sample from a finite population. The

formula is expressed as:
1,125,300

n= 141,125,300 (005 )2
_ 1,125,300
N 41125300 (00025 )
1,125,300
 2.814.35
n=399.8
Approximately, a sample size of 400 respondents was adopted for the study.
Table 3.2: Distribution of Sample Size Across the Selected Local Government Areas

S/N Local Government Area Projected Population (2023) Sample Size

1 Kurmi 138,600 49
2 Gashaka 136,700 49
3 Lau 195,400 69
4 Ardo-Kola 126,900 45
5 Wukari 331,800 118
6 Takum 195,900 70
Total 1,125,300 400

Source: Researcher's proportional allocation based on the projected 2023 population of the selected Local
Government Areas.

The sample size of 400 respondents was proportionately distributed across the six selected Local
Government Areas according to their projected population sizes. This proportional allocation ensured that
each Local Government Area was adequately represented in the study, thereby enhancing the
representativeness and reliability of the findings.

Data for this study were collected through Key Informant Interviews (KlIIs), In-Depth Interviews (IDIs),
Focus Group Discussions (FGDs), and secondary sources of data. The combination of these qualitative
methods enabled the researcher to obtain comprehensive, reliable, and in-depth information on the influence
of political party governance on socio-economic development in the selected Local Government Areas of
Taraba State. The triangulation of multiple data sources enhanced the credibility and validity of the findings
by providing diverse perspectives on the issues under investigation.
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Key Informant Interviews (KIIs) were conducted with individuals who possessed specialized knowledge,
professional experience, and strategic positions relevant to political party governance and socio-economic
development in the study area. These included senior government officials, officials of the Independent
National Electoral Commission (INEC), political party executives, traditional rulers, civil society
organization (CSO) representatives, community development leaders, and senior public servants. The data
collected through the interviews and Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) were analyzed using the thematic
content analysis approach. The interviews and FGD sessions were first transcribed verbatim to ensure that
participants' responses were accurately documented.

The thematic analysis enabled the researcher to identify recurring patterns, similarities, and differences in
participants' perceptions regarding the influence of political party governance on socio-economic
development in the selected Local Government Areas of Taraba State.

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
The Influence of Political Parties on Educational Development in Taraba State
In your opinion, how have political parties influenced educational development in Taraba State? Responses
from the Key Informant Interview (KII) participants indicated that political parties have played a significant
role in promoting educational development in Taraba State through educational policy formulation,
implementation of school development programmes, teacher recruitment, and infrastructural development.
An Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) official (Respondent KII 1) explained that
education has remained a priority in the manifestos of most political parties, although the level of
implementation often depends on the commitment of the government after elections. According to the
respondent:
"Almost every political party campaigns on improving education through school
construction, employment of teachers, and provision of learning materials. However, the
extent to which these promises are fulfilled depends on the government that emerges
after the election.”
A People's Democratic Party (PDP) State Executive (Respondent KII 2) stated that successive
administrations have invested in classroom construction, recruitment of qualified teachers, payment of
WAEC and NECO examination fees for students, and rehabilitation of dilapidated schools. The respondent
remarked:
"Several schools across the state have benefited from classroom renovation, recruitment
of teachers, and government support for external examinations, which has improved
students' participation and performance."
Similarly, an All Progressives Congress (APC) Local Government Chairman in Wukari (Respondent KII 3)
observed that political competition has compelled governments to invest more in education because citizens
increasingly assess political parties based on their performance in delivering educational projects. According
to the respondent:
"Political parties now understand that people judge them by what they have done in
education. This has encouraged governments to invest more in schools than before.”
Participants during the Focus Group Discussion (FGD) expressed similar views. One participant explained
that several schools within their communities had benefited from renovation projects and increased
government attention, while another participant argued that although educational projects are often initiated
during election periods, some are not completed after elections due to changes in political priorities.
What educational projects or programmes initiated by political parties have had the greatest impact on your
community? The KII participants identified several educational programmes that have positively influenced
communities across Taraba State. An APC Ward Executive in Takum (Respondent KII 4) identified
classroom construction and rehabilitation of public primary and secondary schools as some of the most
visible educational achievements. According to the respondent:
"Many schools that previously operated in dilapidated classrooms have been
renovated, while new classroom blocks have been constructed to reduce
overcrowding."
A PDP Local Government Chairman in Lau (Respondent KII 5) highlighted scholarship programmes,
rehabilitation of school buildings, provision of classroom furniture, payment of examination fees, and
distribution of instructional materials as major interventions that have improved educational standards. The
respondent stated:
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"Government scholarship programmes have assisted many students from poor
families, while classroom furniture and learning materials have created a better
teaching and learning environment."”
An SDP State Official (Respondent KII 6) acknowledged these infrastructural improvements but maintained
that greater attention should be devoted to teacher training, professional development, and provision of
instructional materials. According to the respondent:
"Building schools is important, but improving the quality of teachers and providing
modern instructional materials will produce better educational outcomes."
Participants during the Focus Group Discussion similarly identified classroom construction, school
rehabilitation, scholarship schemes, free examination registration, provision of desks and chairs, and
distribution of textbooks as the educational programmes that have made the greatest impact on their
communities.

The Role of Political Parties in the Improvement of Healthcare Services in Taraba State
How would you describe the role of political parties in improving healthcare services in Taraba State? The
responses from the Key Informant Interview (KII) participants revealed that political parties have played an
important role in improving healthcare services in Taraba State through the formulation of health policies,
construction and rehabilitation of healthcare facilities, recruitment of healthcare personnel, and
implementation of public health programmes. An official of the Taraba State Primary Healthcare
Development Agency (Respondent KII 1) stated that political parties usually prioritize healthcare during
election campaigns because the health sector remains one of the major concerns of the electorate. According
to the respondent:
"Almost every political party includes healthcare improvement in its manifesto. After
elections, governments usually embark on renovating primary healthcare centres,
expanding immunization programmes, and introducing policies aimed at improving
maternal and child healthcare.”
A People's Democratic Party (PDP) State Executive (Respondent KII 2) explained that successive
administrations have invested considerably in upgrading healthcare infrastructure through the construction
of new primary healthcare centres, recruitment of doctors, nurses, and community health extension workers,
and provision of essential drugs. The respondent remarked:
"Several communities that previously depended on distant hospitals now have functional
primary healthcare centres. This has improved access to healthcare services, especially
for pregnant women and children.”
Similarly, an All Progressives Congress (APC) Local Government Chairman in Wukari (Respondent KII 3)
observed that political competition has encouraged governments to improve healthcare delivery because
citizens now assess political parties based on their developmental performance. He stated:
"Whenever elections approach, parties become more committed to delivering healthcare
projects because people now demand visible results rather than mere campaign promises."
Participants during the Focus Group Discussion (FGD) generally shared similar opinions. One participant
noted that the renovation of health centres and expansion of immunization services had significantly reduced
child mortality in some communities, while another participant argued that although political parties have
improved healthcare delivery, many programmes lose momentum after elections due to inadequate
monitoring and poor continuity.
What healthcare projects or policies implemented by political parties have benefited your community? The
KII participants identified several healthcare interventions that have positively affected communities across
Taraba State. An APC Ward Executive in Takum (Respondent KII 4) stated that the rehabilitation of
dilapidated primary healthcare centres and construction of maternity wards have considerably improved
healthcare accessibility. According to the respondent:
"Before the renovation of our health centre, many pregnant women travelled long
distances to Takum General Hospital for delivery. Today, most antenatal and
delivery services are available within the community."
A PDP Local Government Chairman in Lau (Respondent KII 5) identified the recruitment of healthcare
workers, procurement of ambulances, free maternal healthcare services, childhood immunization campaigns,
and periodic medical outreach programmes as some of the major achievements of political administrations.
The respondent stated:
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"Government-sponsored medical outreaches have provided free treatment for

common illnesses, while ambulances supplied to health centres have improved

emergency referrals.”
An SDP State Official (Respondent KII 6), however, maintained that although substantial investments have
been made in healthcare infrastructure, many facilities still require modern diagnostic equipment and
adequate medical supplies. According to the respondent:

"Buildings alone cannot improve healthcare. Many health centres still lack

laboratory equipment, scanning machines, and sufficient drugs needed for quality

healthcare delivery."”
FGD participants equally identified renovated health facilities, vaccination campaigns, free medical
outreaches, improved maternal healthcare services, distribution of mosquito nets, and health education
campaigns as some of the most beneficial healthcare programmes implemented by successive governments
in Taraba State.

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

The findings for the first objective reveal that political parties exert a double-edged influence on educational
development in Taraba State, characterized by structural additions shadowed by political interference. While
successive ruling party administrations in the state have historically expanded access to higher education as
seen in the establishment of state institutions like Taraba State University in Jalingo these initiatives often
suffer from acute politicization and uneven funding models. At the grassroots level across wards in Kurmi
and Gashaka, school management boards report that political party dynamics frequently disrupt structural
continuity, where new party administrations abandon ongoing primary school renovations to launch fresh,
politically branded contracts. This dynamic aligns with the empirical observations of Aina (2020), who
points out that partisanship in Nigerian education often distorts resource allocation. Furthermore, the
findings match the regression models of Oladipo (2022), which demonstrate that heavy political penetration
within sub-national academic environments significantly compromises long-term institutional governance
and administrative stability.

Regarding the second objective, the findings demonstrate that the role of political parties in improving
healthcare services across Taraba State is heavily weakened by ad-hoc, urban-biased interventions rather
than systemic health financing. Field interviews across the targeted Local Government Areas (LGAs)
highlight that political parties favor high-visibility, short-term health interventions such as the state ruling
party’s highly publicized ¥250,000,000 primary healthcare center (PHC) rehabilitation layout over
structural worker retention schemes. In isolated riverine wards like Lau, respondents noted that while
political parties periodically distribute diagnostic kits or basic laboratory tools, these facilities remain non-
functional because parties have failed to address severe personnel deficits through rural allowance
initiatives. This pattern of superficial intervention is supported by Phinos and Chukwueme (2020), whose
studies on northern partisan politics explain how political elites privilege physical infrastructure that yields
instant electoral capital over intangible, long-term human resource management. Consequently, as noted by
regional assessments (North-East Stabilisation & Development Master Plan [NESDMP], 2022), health
metrics in rural areas continue to lag because local party caucuses fail to insulate critical medical supply
chains and staff postings from shifting partisan loyalties.

CONCLUSION

Based on the empirical evidence gathered through field interviews and focus group discussions, the study
concludes that the influence of political parties on educational development in Taraba State is substantially
structurally progressive yet administratively volatile. While political parties have successfully expanded
institutional access by establishing tertiary structures and executing state-wide basic education policies,
these gains are continuously compromised by political interference. The total lack of policy continuity
across shifting party regimes routinely results in abandoned classroom projects and highly politicized
teacher recruitment frameworks, preventing the state from achieving long-term educational stability.
Regarding the second objective, the study concludes that the role of political parties in improving healthcare
services remains largely superficial, ad-hoc, and driven by short-term electoral considerations rather than
sustainable health financing. Political parties consistently prioritize high-visibility capital projects, such as
building physical primary healthcare shells, because they provide immediate campaign imagery. However,
because party structures fail to establish institutionalized funding models for rural medical personnel
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retention, these physical structures frequently end up as empty, unstaffed dispensaries, leaving rural
communities vulnerable despite massive party campaign spending.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Political parties should prioritize education by ensuring sustained investment in school
infrastructure, teacher training, instructional materials, and scholarship programmes. Education
policies contained in party manifestos should be implemented consistently regardless of changes in
political leadership, while adequate budgetary allocations should be monitored to improve access to
quality education across Taraba State.

2. Political parties should strengthen healthcare delivery by promoting policies that expand access to
quality primary and secondary healthcare services, equip health facilities with modern medical
equipment, ensure the regular supply of essential drugs, and recruit qualified healthcare personnel.
Greater transparency and accountability in health sector funding should also be encouraged to
improve service delivery.
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