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ABSTRACT 

This study examines the Israel-Palestine conflict and the intervention of the United Nations Security Council 

(UNSC) between 2015 and 2025. The study aims to assess the effectiveness of UNSC interventions in 

promoting peace, reducing hostilities, and facilitating diplomatic resolutions between Israel and Palestine. 

The research is anchored in the Regional Security Complex Theory (RSCT), which emphasizes that regional 

conflicts are interlinked, and external interventions must consider the security interdependencies of the 

actors involved (Buzan & Wæver, 2003). A qualitative research method was employed, utilizing secondary 

sources such as UNSC resolutions, official reports, academic publications, media analyses, and policy 

documents to examine the scope, nature, and outcomes of UNSC interventions. The study identifies patterns 

of international diplomacy, ceasefire enforcement, peacekeeping efforts, and the political dynamics 

influencing decision-making within the Security Council. Findings reveal that while UNSC interventions 

occasionally contributed to temporary ceasefires and humanitarian assistance, long-term conflict resolution 

remained elusive due to political divisions within the Council, veto power of permanent members, and 

entrenched hostilities between the parties. The study underscores the limitations of external interventions 

without addressing underlying political, territorial, and social grievances. The study concludes that the 

UNSC plays a critical role in conflict management but requires a more consistent, impartial, and coordinated 

approach to achieve sustainable peace. The study recommends strengthening multilateral cooperation, 

enhancing diplomatic engagement, and addressing the structural causes of the conflict to complement 

peacekeeping efforts.  

Keywords: Israel-Palestine conflict, diplomatic resolutions, United Nations Security Council 

 

INTRODUCTION  

The Israel–Palestine conflict remains one of the most protracted and complex disputes in the modern 

international system, rooted in competing nationalisms, colonial legacies, and territorial claims since the 

early 20th century. Globally, the conflict gained prominence after the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the 

subsequent British Mandate, which laid the foundation for conflicting Jewish and Arab aspirations in 

Palestine (Khalidi, 2020). The 1948 Arab–Israeli War and the displacement of Palestinians further 

internationalized the dispute, drawing global powers, humanitarian agencies, and international institutions 

into continuous debates over sovereignty, security, and human rights (Morris, 2018). As the conflict 

intensified through subsequent wars and uprisings, the international community increasingly recognized the 

need for external intervention to prevent escalation and promote peace. 

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) emerged as the primary global body mandated to maintain 

international peace and security, thereby positioning itself at the center of diplomatic efforts to address the 

Israel–Palestine conflict (United Nations, 2021). Since 1948, the UNSC has adopted numerous resolutions 

addressing ceasefires, territorial boundaries, settlement activities, refugee rights, and the legal status of 

Jerusalem. These include landmark resolutions such as 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), which called for 

withdrawal of Israeli forces from occupied territories and emphasized the need for negotiations based on 
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mutual recognition (Pressman, 2020). Globally, the UNSC’s interventions have often been shaped by 

geopolitical interests of permanent member states, leading to mixed outcomes in enforcing compliance and 

sustaining long-term peace efforts. 

Despite persistent diplomatic engagements, the UNSC’s interventions have been hindered by political 

disagreements, veto politics, and divergent national interests among major powers. This has limited the 

Council’s capacity to respond effectively to recurring escalations, including the recent conflicts in Gaza and 

the West Bank (Amnesty International, 2022). Nonetheless, the UNSC continues to play a vital role in 

shaping global discourse, monitoring humanitarian conditions, and advocating for a two-state solution 

grounded in international law. Understanding the historical and contemporary role of the UNSC in the 

Israel–Palestine conflict is therefore essential to evaluating its effectiveness in global conflict resolution and 

international diplomacy. 

The Israel–Palestine conflict has persisted for decades despite numerous diplomatic engagements and 

intervention efforts by the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), raising concerns about the 

effectiveness of its resolutions and peacekeeping mechanisms. Persistent violence, humanitarian crises, 

shifting geopolitical alliances, and repeated failures to enforce ceasefires highlight significant gaps in the 

Council’s ability to maintain global peace and security in this region. These challenges have created 

uncertainty regarding the extent to which the UNSC has been able to influence conflict de-escalation, uphold 

international law, and promote a sustainable peace process. Consequently, this study seeks to address the 

central research question: To what extent has the United Nations Security Council effectively intervened in 

the Israel–Palestine conflict? In line with this, the study assess United Nations Security Council effectively 

intervened in the Israel–Palestine conflict. 

Objectives of the Study: 
i. To examine the Israel-Palestine conflict and the nature of United Nations Security Council’s 

interventions. 

ii. To evaluate the effectiveness of UNSC interventions in reducing conflict and protecting civilians in 

both countries 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW  

The Israel–Palestine Conflict 

The Israel–Palestine conflict is one of the world’s longest-standing and most contentious geopolitical 

disputes, rooted in competing claims to land, national identity, and political sovereignty. Its modern phase is 

commonly traced to the late 19th and early 20th centuries with the rise of political Zionism and Arab 

nationalism, culminating in the British Mandate era and the 1948 Arab–Israeli War, which resulted in mass 

displacement of Palestinians, the creation of the State of Israel, and the beginning of the protracted refugee 

crisis (Morris, 2018). Scholars argue that the conflict persists because it is reinforced by deep historical 

grievances, religious significance attached to territories such as Jerusalem, and incompatible national 

aspirations (Smith, 2020). 

Over the decades, the conflict has evolved through multiple wars, intifadas, peace negotiations, and cycles of 

violence, with the Gaza Strip becoming a major hotspot of confrontation since Hamas took administrative 

control in 2007. According to recent analyses, the blockade of Gaza, disputes over settlements in the West 

Bank, and recurrent military escalations have intensified humanitarian crises and political instability 

(Baconi, 2019; United Nations, 2022). The expansion of Israeli settlements, widely considered illegal under 

international law by most international bodies, remains a central point of contention and a major obstacle to 

peace negotiations (Amnesty International, 2021). 

Diplomatic efforts such as the Oslo Accords, the Camp David negotiations, and initiatives led by the United 

States, the European Union, and regional actors have repeatedly attempted to establish a two-state solution. 

However, scholars note that mutual distrust, asymmetry of power, internal political divisions, and external 

geopolitical pressures have undermined these efforts (Lynch, 2021; Finkelstein, 2023). The fragmentation of 

Palestinian political leadership and the polarization within Israeli politics have further weakened prospects 

for meaningful dialogue and sustainable peace (Tamimi, 2022). 

In recent years, the conflict has drawn renewed global attention due to escalating violence, worsening 

humanitarian conditions, and increasing involvement of international organizations such as the United 

Nations Security Council. Recent reports emphasize that recurring hostilities in Gaza, disputes over holy 

sites in Jerusalem, and rising settler–Palestinian clashes in the West Bank continue to fuel instability and 

international concern (UN OCHA, 2023). As scholarship between 2018 and 2024 consistently shows, the 
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Israel–Palestine conflict remains a multidimensional struggle shaped by territorial disputes, identity politics, 

international diplomacy, and competing narratives of justice and self-determination (Khalidi, 2020; 

Gorenberg, 2024). 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is the primary organ of the United Nations responsible for 

maintaining international peace and security. Established in 1945 under the UN Charter, the Council is 

mandated to address threats to global stability through legally binding resolutions, sanctions, peacekeeping 

missions, and, when necessary, the authorization of the use of force (UN, 2020). The UNSC comprises 15 

members five permanent members (China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States) and 

ten non-permanent members elected on a regional basis for two-year terms. Scholars emphasize that the 

UNSC’s structure reflects post–World War II power dynamics, which continue to shape its functioning in 

contemporary international relations (Weiss, 2018). 

Over the years, the UNSC has played a central role in responding to conflicts, humanitarian crises, and 

threats to international security. It has established peacekeeping missions in regions such as Africa, the 

Middle East, and Eastern Europe, and continues to adopt resolutions aimed at promoting ceasefires, 

protecting civilians, and supporting political transitions (Bellamy & Williams, 2021). However, researchers 

note that the Council's effectiveness is often constrained by geopolitical tensions among permanent 

members, especially in cases involving national interests or alliances. Veto power, in particular, has been a 

significant source of controversy, with some scholars arguing that it contributes to selective intervention and 

paralysis during major crises (Fenton, 2022). 

In the context of contemporary global conflicts including the Israel–Palestine conflict, the Russia-Ukraine 

war, and crises in the Sahel the UNSC faces increasing scrutiny over its ability to provide timely and 

impartial responses. Studies highlight that political division among major powers frequently stalls 

resolutions, limiting the Council's capacity to enforce international humanitarian law or protect civilian 

populations (Gowan, 2023). Despite these challenges, the UNSC remains the only international body legally 

empowered to authorize collective military action, making it an indispensable institution in global 

governance (UN, 2023). 

Growing calls for UNSC reform have emerged from member states, scholars, and civil society organizations 

who argue that the Council’s structure no longer reflects contemporary geopolitical realities. Proposals 

include expanding permanent membership to include emerging powers, limiting veto use, increasing 

representation from Africa and the Global South, and improving transparency in decision-making (Murithi, 

2021). Advocates contend that such reforms are essential to strengthening multilateralism, enhancing 

legitimacy, and ensuring the Council’s relevance in addressing modern security challenges (Thakur, 2024). 

Nonetheless, consensus on reform has proven difficult, mainly because it requires agreement from the very 

states that benefit from the current system. 

Conflict Resolution 

Conflict resolution refers to the systematic process of addressing and managing disputes through peaceful, 

constructive, and mutually acceptable means. Contemporary scholars define conflict resolution as a broad 

field that incorporates negotiation, mediation, dialogue, peacebuilding, and institutional mechanisms aimed 

at preventing the escalation of disputes into violence (Deutsch et al., 2020). Unlike earlier approaches that 

focused solely on ending overt conflict, modern conflict resolution emphasizes addressing the underlying 

structural causes—such as inequality, injustice, and identity grievances—thereby fostering long-term 

stability (Ramsbotham, Woodhouse & Miall, 2019). 

A central principle of conflict resolution is that conflicts are natural parts of human interaction and can be 

transformed positively when handled constructively. Mediation and negotiation remain foundational tools, 

allowing conflicting parties to collaboratively identify shared interests and find mutually beneficial solutions 

(Fisher, Kopelman & Schneider, 2021). Recent studies highlight the importance of inclusive dialogue 

involving women, youth, and marginalized groups, as exclusion often reinforces fragility and prolongs 

conflict cycles (UN Women, 2022). Thus, effective conflict resolution requires both procedural fairness and 

substantive justice. 

In global practice, conflict resolution has become increasingly multidisciplinary, integrating insights from 

psychology, political science, sociology, and international relations. Institutions such as the United Nations, 

African Union, and community-based peace structures apply conflict resolution strategies in peacekeeping, 

humanitarian negotiations, and post-conflict reconstruction (Howard & Stark, 2023). Scholars note that 

sustainable peace requires resolving not only direct violence but also systemic and cultural forms of violence 
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following Galtung’s peace theory (Galtung, 2020). This holistic perspective underscores that conflict 

resolution must address grievances at interpersonal, community, national, and international levels. 

Despite its usefulness, conflict resolution faces criticisms related to its perceived idealism and limited 

effectiveness in deeply rooted ethnic, religious, or geopolitical conflicts. Some argue that power 

asymmetries often undermine negotiation processes, leading to agreements that favor stronger actors 

(Zartman, 2018). Others contend that external mediators may impose solutions that fail to reflect local 

realities, resulting in fragile or short-lived peace outcomes (Odendaal, 2021). Critics therefore call for more 

adaptive, culturally grounded, and context-specific approaches that prioritize local ownership and long-term 

relationship-building. Nevertheless, conflict resolution remains a vital framework for transforming violent 

conflict into constructive engagement. 

Humanitarian Crisis 

A humanitarian crisis refers to a severe disruption in the lives, safety, and well-being of a population due to 

conflict, natural disasters, epidemics, or economic collapse (OCHA, 2021). Such crises overwhelm local 

capacities, leading to mass displacement, food insecurity, inadequate healthcare, and a breakdown of social 

and political structures. Contemporary research highlights that modern humanitarian crises are increasingly 

complex, often driven by intersecting factors such as climate change, armed conflict, weak governance, and 

poverty (Hoffman & Weiss, 2020). These crises typically require urgent and coordinated interventions from 

national governments, international organizations, and humanitarian agencies to prevent further deterioration 

of human conditions. 

Armed conflicts remain one of the primary drivers of humanitarian emergencies globally. Ongoing conflicts 

in regions such as Gaza, Sudan, Yemen, and parts of the Sahel have resulted in widespread civilian 

casualties, destruction of infrastructure, and forced displacement (UNHCR, 2023). Studies show that 

protracted conflicts create “chronic emergencies” where communities suffer long-term deprivation, limited 

access to clean water, interrupted education, and poor healthcare outcomes (ICRC, 2019). In many cases, 

civilians become trapped between warring parties, making humanitarian access difficult and heightening 

protection concerns. This dynamic underscores the urgency of conflict-sensitive humanitarian action and 

adherence to international humanitarian law. 

Another dimension of humanitarian crises is the increasing frequency of climate-related disasters. Floods, 

droughts, heatwaves, and storms have intensified due to climate change, leaving millions vulnerable to loss 

of livelihoods, food shortages, and displacement (IPCC, 2022). Rural communities in Africa, Asia, and Latin 

America are disproportionately affected, as they rely heavily on climate-sensitive economic activities such 

as agriculture. The United Nations Development Programme (2023) stresses that climate-induced crises 

worsen pre-existing vulnerabilities, leading to heightened competition over scarce resources, which may 

further escalate into communal conflicts. As a result, humanitarian responses must integrate climate 

adaptation and resilience strategies to reduce long-term risks. 

Despite global attention, humanitarian response efforts face significant challenges. Limited funding, political 

interference, insecurity, and logistical constraints hinder effective delivery of aid (Médecins Sans Frontières, 

2020). Scholars also critique the humanitarian system for being overly reactive rather than preventive, and 

for sometimes failing to engage local communities in meaningful ways (Barakat et al., 2021). Additionally, 

the politicization of aid where assistance is restricted or manipulated by governments or armed groups 

compromises neutrality and jeopardizes humanitarian workers. Strengthening coordination among 

international actors, improving early-warning systems, and supporting local capacities have been identified 

as essential steps toward addressing these crises more sustainably. 

Regional Security Complex Theory (RSCT) 

This study adopted Regional Security Complex Theory (RSCT) developed by Barry Buzan and Ole Wæver 

in the early 2000s, particularly in their influential work Regions and Powers: The Structure of International 

Security (2003). The theory argues that security is geographically clustered, meaning states within a region 

are more intensely linked by security interdependence than they are with actors outside the region (Buzan & 

Wæver, 2003). RSCT posits that regional dynamics historical rivalries, geographic proximity, ethnic 

affiliations, and balance-of-power patterns shape the security environment more profoundly than global-

level interactions (Farrell, 2005). In the Middle East, these dynamics manifest through long-standing identity 

divisions, geopolitical rivalries, and the centrality of territorial and religious disputes. 

RSCT assumes that security concerns are best understood at a regional level, where patterns of amity and 

enmity define the behaviour of states (Buzan, 2007). It highlights that conflicts such as the Israel–Palestine 

crisis are embedded in broader regional alignments involving Arab states, Iran, Turkey, and non-state actors 
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like Hamas and Hezbollah (Gause, 2014). However, critics argue that RSCT sometimes oversimplifies 

complex conflicts by focusing too heavily on regional interactions while downplaying global ideological, 

economic, or great-power influences (Fawcett, 2012). Others note that RSCT may inadequately capture the 

role of non-state actors, transnational networks, and international institutions in shaping security outcomes 

(Acharya, 2011). 

Applied to the Israel–Palestine conflict, RSCT helps explain why the dispute persists as a central issue in 

Middle Eastern security politics, influencing regional alliances and provoking recurrent instability. The 

conflict’s spillover effects refugee flows, cross-border militancy, and ideological polarization align with 

RSCT’s view of a tightly interlinked regional security complex (Buzan & Wæver, 2003). Regarding the 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC), RSCT suggests that global interventions are often constrained by 

regional dynamics and the interests of powerful states embedded in the security complex. Thus, the UNSC’s 

limited effectiveness in resolving the Israel–Palestine crisis can be understood through the persistent 

regional rivalries that undermine peace initiatives, the influence of external powers such as the U.S. and 

Russia, and the deep-rooted identity conflicts that complicate enforcement of resolutions (Gause, 2014). 

 

METHODOLOGY 

This study adopts a qualitative research design relying exclusively on secondary sources of data to examine 

the Israel–Palestine conflict and the intervention of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). Secondary 

data were collected from peer-reviewed journal articles, academic books, policy documents, UN resolutions, 

international reports, and reputable media publications. These materials provided rich historical, political, 

and analytical insights into the origins of the conflict, shifts in regional dynamics, and the nature of global 

responses. Documents such as UNSC resolutions, official statements, and reports from international 

organizations including the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), Human Rights Watch 

(HRW), the International Crisis Group, and Amnesty International were reviewed to understand the legal 

and humanitarian dimensions of the conflict. Scholarly databases such as JSTOR, Google Scholar, and 

ResearchGate were also consulted to access academic literature that evaluates the effectiveness and 

limitations of UNSC interventions. 

The collected data were analyzed using content analysis, enabling systematic interpretation of themes related 

to the role, effectiveness, and challenges of UNSC involvement. The analysis focused on identifying 

recurring patterns in scholarly debates, the evolution of UNSC resolutions, and critiques surrounding 

enforcement mechanisms, veto politics, and geopolitical interests. This method facilitated comparison of 

different scholarly perspectives while highlighting the gaps between UNSC mandates and implementation 

on the ground. The secondary-data approach was appropriate because it provides a broader temporal and 

contextual understanding of the conflict, allowing the study to draw conclusions based on a wide body of 

established knowledge. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION   
Table 1: Israel–Palestine Conflict and the Nature of United Nations Security Council Interventions (2015–2025) 

Year Major Conflict Events and Data Nature of UNSC Interventions 

2015 Approximately 174 Palestinians and 30 Israelis were 

killed in conflict-related violence. Gaza's unemployment 

rate exceeded 40%, while reconstruction remained slow 

following the 2014 war. 

The UNSC held periodic meetings on the Middle 

East situation and reiterated support for a two-

state solution and humanitarian assistance. 

2016 About 109 Palestinians and 17 Israelis were killed. Israeli 

settlement activities in the occupied territories increased 

significantly. 

The UNSC adopted Resolution 2334, declaring 

Israeli settlements in occupied Palestinian 

territories illegal under international law and 

reaffirming the need for a negotiated settlement. 

2017 Approximately 87 Palestinians and 18 Israelis were killed. 

Tensions increased following the United States' 

recognition of Jerusalem as Israel's capital  

The UNSC convened emergency meetings to 

discuss the status of Jerusalem but was unable to 

adopt a resolution due to divisions among 

permanent members. 

2018 During the Great March of Return protests, more than 295 

Palestinians and 14 Israelis were killed, and over 29,000 

Palestinians were injured  

The UNSC held several emergency sessions and 

called for restraint and protection of civilians but 

failed to adopt binding measures due to veto 

disagreements. 

2019 Approximately 137 Palestinians and 10 Israelis lost their 

lives. Humanitarian conditions in Gaza deteriorated, with 

unemployment reaching nearly 45% (World Bank, 2019). 

The UNSC continued diplomatic engagement and 

encouraged confidence-building measures while 

supporting humanitarian operations in Gaza. 

2020 Around 31 Palestinians and 3 Israelis were killed. The 

COVID-19 pandemic compounded humanitarian 

challenges in Gaza and the West Bank. 

The UNSC focused on humanitarian concerns and 

called for international cooperation in addressing 

the combined effects of conflict and the pandemic. 

2021 The May 2021 conflict resulted in the deaths of 

approximately 261 Palestinians and 14 Israelis, while 

more than 72,000 Palestinians were displaced. 

The UNSC held emergency meetings and issued 

statements calling for an immediate ceasefire and 

protection of civilians. 

2022 Approximately 191 Palestinians and 29 Israelis were 

killed, making it one of the deadliest years in the West 

Bank since 2005. 

The UNSC increased diplomatic consultations and 

expressed concern over escalating violence and 

settlement expansion. 

2023 The Hamas attacks of 7 October 2023 killed more than 

1,200 people in Israel. Subsequent Israeli military 

operations resulted in more than 22,000 Palestinian deaths 

and the displacement of over 1.9 million people in Gaza. 

The UNSC convened multiple emergency sessions 

and adopted Resolution 2720, calling for 

increased humanitarian assistance and the 

appointment of a Senior Humanitarian 

Coordinator for Gaza  

2024 Palestinian casualties exceeded 45,000 deaths, with 

widespread destruction of hospitals, schools, and 

residential areas. Nearly 90% of Gaza's population was 

internally displaced. 

The UNSC adopted Resolution 2735, endorsing a 

three-phase ceasefire plan involving hostage 

release, troop withdrawal, humanitarian 

assistance, and reconstruction efforts. 

2025 United Nations estimates indicated that at least 20,179 

Palestinian children had been killed, representing 

approximately 30% of total fatalities. More than 1 million 

people remained displaced, and approximately 1,732 

incidents of settler violence were recorded in the West 

Bank 

The UNSC intensified diplomatic efforts, holding 

emergency sessions and promoting reconstruction 

initiatives and international stabilization measures 

while continuing to advocate for a sustainable 

ceasefire and a two-state solution. 

Source: (UNOCHA, 2015; UNSC, 2016; UNICEF, 2025; OHCHR, 2025). 

 

The data presented in Table 1 reveal that the Israel–Palestine conflict remained persistent and increasingly 

complex between 2015 and 2025, resulting in significant loss of lives, widespread humanitarian crises, and 

repeated interventions by the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). In 2015, approximately 174 

Palestinians and 30 Israelis were killed in conflict-related violence, while Gaza's unemployment rate 

exceeded 40 percent and post-war reconstruction following the 2014 conflict remained sluggish (UNOCHA, 

2015). The UNSC's intervention during this period was largely diplomatic, consisting of periodic meetings 

and reiteration of support for a two-state solution and humanitarian assistance. This suggests that the Council 

prioritized conflict management and humanitarian concerns rather than coercive measures. 

In 2016 and 2017, the conflict remained volatile despite a slight decline in casualties. About 109 Palestinians 

and 17 Israelis lost their lives in 2016, while Israeli settlement activities in the occupied territories increased 

substantially (UNOCHA, 2016). The adoption of Resolution 2334 by the UNSC represented one of the 
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Council's most significant interventions during the period, as it declared Israeli settlements illegal under 

international law and called for a negotiated settlement (UNSC, 2016). In 2017, approximately 87 

Palestinians and 18 Israelis were killed, and tensions escalated following the United States' recognition of 

Jerusalem as Israel's capital (UNOCHA, 2017). Although the UNSC convened emergency meetings to 

address the crisis, divisions among its permanent members prevented the adoption of a binding resolution, 

thereby exposing the limitations of the Council in addressing politically sensitive issues. 

The year 2018 witnessed a dramatic escalation in violence during the Great March of Return protests. More 

than 295 Palestinians and 14 Israelis were killed, while over 29,000 Palestinians sustained injuries 

(UNOCHA, 2018). These figures indicate a significant intensification of the conflict and underline the 

severe humanitarian consequences associated with mass demonstrations and military responses. The UNSC 

responded by convening several emergency sessions and calling for restraint and civilian protection. 

However, disagreements among major powers and the use of veto powers prevented the adoption of binding 

resolutions, thereby limiting the effectiveness of international intervention. 

In 2019 and 2020, the humanitarian situation in Gaza continued to deteriorate despite a relative decline in 

conflict-related fatalities. In 2019, approximately 137 Palestinians and 10 Israelis lost their lives, while 

unemployment in Gaza reached nearly 45 percent (World Bank, 2019). The UNSC continued diplomatic 

engagements and supported humanitarian operations while encouraging confidence-building measures. In 

2020, the conflict was compounded by the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, with around 31 

Palestinians and 3 Israelis killed during the year (UNOCHA, 2020). The Council consequently shifted its 

focus toward addressing the humanitarian and public health implications of the conflict, calling for greater 

international cooperation and assistance. 

The conflict intensified again in 2021 and 2022. The May 2021 hostilities resulted in approximately 261 

Palestinian deaths and 14 Israeli deaths, with more than 72,000 Palestinians displaced from their homes 

(UNOCHA, 2021). The scale of displacement highlighted the severe social and humanitarian consequences 

of the conflict. In response, the UNSC convened emergency meetings and issued statements calling for an 

immediate ceasefire and the protection of civilians. Similarly, 2022 recorded approximately 191 Palestinian 

deaths and 29 Israeli deaths, making it one of the deadliest years in the West Bank since 2005 (UNOCHA, 

2022). The UNSC increased diplomatic consultations and expressed concern over escalating violence and 

the expansion of Israeli settlements, although no substantial enforcement measures were implemented. 

The most severe phase of the conflict occurred in 2023 and 2024. The Hamas attacks of 7 October 2023 

resulted in the deaths of more than 1,200 people in Israel, while subsequent Israeli military operations led to 

over 22,000 Palestinian deaths and displaced more than 1.9 million people in Gaza (UNOCHA, 2023). 

These figures represent an unprecedented humanitarian catastrophe and one of the deadliest periods in the 

history of the conflict. Consequently, the UNSC convened multiple emergency sessions and adopted 

Resolution 2720, which called for increased humanitarian assistance and the appointment of a Senior 

Humanitarian Coordinator for Gaza (UNSC, 2023). By 2024, Palestinian fatalities exceeded 45,000, and 

nearly 90 percent of Gaza's population had become internally displaced due to the destruction of hospitals, 

schools, and residential infrastructure (UNOCHA, 2024). In response, the UNSC adopted Resolution 2735, 

endorsing a three-phase ceasefire plan involving hostage release, military withdrawal, humanitarian access, 

and reconstruction initiatives. 

By 2025, the humanitarian situation had reached alarming proportions. United Nations estimates indicated 

that at least 20,179 Palestinian children had been killed, accounting for approximately 30 percent of total 

fatalities during the conflict period (UNICEF, 2025). Furthermore, more than one million people remained 

displaced, while approximately 1,732 incidents of settler violence were recorded in the West Bank 

(OHCHR, 2025). These figures demonstrate the devastating impact of the conflict on civilians, particularly 

children and vulnerable populations. In response, the UNSC intensified diplomatic engagements, promoted 

reconstruction initiatives and international stabilization measures, and continued to advocate for a 

sustainable ceasefire and the implementation of a two-state solution (UNSC, 2025). Nevertheless, the 

persistence of violence and humanitarian suffering indicates that, despite repeated interventions, the UNSC 

faced considerable limitations in translating diplomatic resolutions into lasting peace and security in the 

Israel–Palestine conflict. 
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Table 2: Effectiveness of United Nations Security Council (UNSC) Interventions in Reducing Conflict 

and Protecting Civilians in Israel and Palestine (2015–2025) 

2015 Approximately 174 Palestinians and 30 

Israelis were killed. Gaza's unemployment 

exceeded 40%, and more than 100,000 

Palestinians remained displaced following 

the 2014 conflict. 

Periodic meetings and calls 

for humanitarian assistance 

and a two-state solution. 

Low effectiveness. Diplomatic 

engagements maintained 

international attention but did 

not significantly reduce violence 

or improve humanitarian 

conditions. 

2016 About 109 Palestinians and 17 Israelis were 

killed, representing a decline of 

approximately 47% in total fatalities 

compared with 2015. 

Adoption of Resolution 2334, 

condemning Israeli 

settlements and reaffirming 

international law. 

Moderate effectiveness. 

Fatalities declined, but 

settlement expansion continued 

and no enforcement mechanisms 

were implemented. 

2017 Approximately 87 Palestinians and 18 

Israelis were killed. Political tensions 

increased after the U.S. recognized 

Jerusalem as Israel's capital. 

Emergency meetings on 

Jerusalem and calls for de-

escalation. 

Limited effectiveness. The 

UNSC failed to adopt a binding 

resolution due to divisions 

among permanent members. 

2018 More than 295 Palestinians and 14 Israelis 

were killed, while over 29,000 Palestinians 

were injured during the Great March of 

Return protests. 

Emergency sessions and 

appeals for civilian protection 

and restraint. 

Low effectiveness. High 

casualties and injuries 

demonstrated limited capacity to 

protect civilians or prevent 

escalation. 

2019 Approximately 137 Palestinians and 10 

Israelis died. Gaza's unemployment 

reached nearly 45%, among the highest 

globally  

Diplomatic consultations and 

support for humanitarian 

operations in Gaza. 

Limited effectiveness. 

Humanitarian assistance 

increased, but socio-economic 

conditions and conflict drivers 

remained largely unchanged. 

2020 Around 31 Palestinians and 3 Israelis were 

killed. The COVID-19 pandemic worsened 

humanitarian conditions in Gaza and the 

West Bank. 

Calls for international 

cooperation and humanitarian 

assistance during the 

pandemic. 

Moderate effectiveness. 

Fatalities decreased 

substantially, but humanitarian 

vulnerabilities increased due to 

the pandemic. 

2021 Approximately 261 Palestinians and 14 

Israelis were killed, and over 72,000 

Palestinians were displaced. 

Emergency meetings and 

appeals for an immediate 

ceasefire and civilian 

protection. 

Low effectiveness. Large-scale 

casualties and displacement 

indicated insufficient protection 

measures. 

2022 Approximately 191 Palestinians and 29 

Israelis were killed, making it one of the 

deadliest years in the West Bank since 

2005. 

Diplomatic consultations and 

expressions of concern 

regarding settlement 

expansion and violence. 

Limited effectiveness. Violence 

intensified despite continued 

diplomatic engagement. 

2023 The Hamas attacks killed more than 1,200 

Israelis, while Israeli military operations 

caused over 22,000 Palestinian deaths and 

displaced more than 1.9 million people in 

Gaza. 

Multiple emergency sessions 

and adoption of Resolution 

2720, which expanded 

humanitarian assistance to 

Gaza  

Very low effectiveness. The 

conflict reached unprecedented 

levels despite humanitarian 

measures. 

2024 Palestinian fatalities exceeded 45,000, and 

approximately 90% of Gaza's population 

became internally displaced  

Adoption of Resolution 2735, 

endorsing a three-phase 

ceasefire and reconstruction 

plan. 

Moderate effectiveness. 

Humanitarian access improved 

in some areas, but widespread 

destruction and casualties 

persisted. 

2025 At least 20,179 Palestinian children had 

been killed, representing approximately 

30% of total fatalities. More than 1 million 

people remained displaced, and 

approximately 1,732 incidents of settler 

violence were recorded in the West Bank  

Intensified diplomatic 

engagements, reconstruction 

initiatives, and continued 

advocacy for a sustainable 

ceasefire and two-state 

solution. 

Limited effectiveness. 

Humanitarian assistance 

expanded, but civilian 

casualties, displacement, and 

insecurity remained extremely 

high. 

Source: UNOCHA, 2015; World Bank, 2019; UNSC, 2023; UNICEF, 2025; OHCHR, 2025. 

The data indicate that the effectiveness of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) interventions in 

reducing conflict and protecting civilians between 2015 and 2025 was generally limited and inconsistent. In 

2015, approximately 174 Palestinians and 30 Israelis were killed, while Gaza's unemployment rate exceeded 

Danfulani et al...…. Int. J. Innovative Legal & Political Studies 14(3):62-73, 2026 

 

 



70 

40 percent and more than 100,000 Palestinians remained displaced following the 2014 war (UNOCHA, 

2015). Although the UNSC held periodic meetings and advocated humanitarian assistance and a two-state 

solution, these diplomatic efforts produced minimal improvements in security and humanitarian conditions. 

In 2016, conflict-related fatalities declined to 109 Palestinians and 17 Israelis, representing an approximate 

47 percent reduction in total deaths compared with 2015 (UNOCHA, 2016). The adoption of Resolution 

2334, which condemned Israeli settlements and reaffirmed international law, contributed to renewed 

international attention to the conflict (UNSC, 2016). However, the continued expansion of settlements and 

the absence of enforcement mechanisms limited the resolution's practical effectiveness. 

The year 2017 witnessed approximately 87 Palestinian and 18 Israeli deaths, but political tensions 

intensified after the United States recognized Jerusalem as Israel's capital (UNOCHA, 2017). The UNSC 

convened emergency meetings and called for de-escalation; however, divisions among its permanent 

members prevented the adoption of a binding resolution. This demonstrates that institutional divisions 

within the Council undermined its capacity to respond effectively to emerging crises. 

In 2018 and 2019, the humanitarian situation deteriorated despite continued diplomatic efforts. During the 

Great March of Return protests in 2018, more than 295 Palestinians and 14 Israelis were killed, and over 

29,000 Palestinians were injured (UNOCHA, 2018). In 2019, approximately 137 Palestinians and 10 Israelis 

died, while Gaza's unemployment reached nearly 45 percent, one of the highest rates globally (World Bank, 

2019). Although the UNSC convened emergency sessions and supported humanitarian operations, high 

casualty figures and worsening socio-economic conditions demonstrated limited success in protecting 

civilians and addressing the underlying causes of the conflict. 

In 2020, conflict-related fatalities declined significantly to approximately 31 Palestinians and 3 Israelis, 

suggesting some reduction in violence (UNOCHA, 2020). Nevertheless, the outbreak of the COVID-19 

pandemic intensified humanitarian vulnerabilities in Gaza and the West Bank. The UNSC focused on 

international cooperation and humanitarian assistance during this period. While fatalities decreased, the 

worsening humanitarian situation indicated that the Council's interventions achieved only moderate 

effectiveness. 

The years 2021 and 2022 again demonstrated the limitations of UNSC interventions. In 2021, approximately 

261 Palestinians and 14 Israelis were killed, while more than 72,000 Palestinians were displaced 

(UNOCHA, 2021). In 2022, approximately 191 Palestinians and 29 Israelis were killed, making it one of the 

deadliest years in the West Bank since 2005 (UNOCHA, 2022). Despite emergency meetings, diplomatic 

consultations, and expressions of concern regarding settlement expansion and violence, the escalation of 

hostilities indicated that the Council's interventions were insufficient to prevent civilian casualties and 

displacement. 

The most severe humanitarian crisis occurred between 2023 and 2025. The Hamas attacks of October 7, 

2023, killed more than 1,200 Israelis, while Israeli military operations caused over 22,000 Palestinian deaths 

and displaced more than 1.9 million people in Gaza (UNOCHA, 2023). By 2024, Palestinian fatalities 

exceeded 45,000, and approximately 90 percent of Gaza's population had been internally displaced 

(UNOCHA, 2024). In 2025, at least 20,179 Palestinian children had been killed, accounting for about 30 

percent of all fatalities, while over one million people remained displaced and 1,732 incidents of settler 

violence were recorded in the West Bank (UNICEF, 2025; OHCHR, 2025). Although the UNSC adopted 

Resolutions 2720 and 2735, intensified diplomatic engagements, and promoted reconstruction initiatives, the 

persistence of mass casualties and displacement demonstrates that the Council's interventions were largely 

ineffective in achieving sustainable conflict reduction and comprehensive civilian protection. 

 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

The analysis shows that the UN Security Council (UNSC) has played a longstanding but fluctuating role in 

managing and responding to the Israel–Palestine conflict. Historically, findings indicate that the UNSC was 

central in early diplomatic interventions, particularly through Resolutions 54 (1948), 242 (1967), and 338 

(1973), which established frameworks for ceasefire, withdrawal of Israeli forces, and the principle of “land 

for peace.” These findings align with Smith (2010), who asserts that Resolution 242 became the cornerstone 

of all subsequent peace negotiations in the Middle East. The study further reveals that, although these 

resolutions created an important legal and normative foundation, their implementation was often hampered 

by differing interpretations, especially concerning the territorial withdrawal clause. This echoes findings by 

Abu-Lughod (2007), who notes that the ambiguity in Resolution 242 contributed to decades of diplomatic 

stagnation. 
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Contemporary findings show that the UNSC’s role has shifted from direct conflict mediation to addressing 

humanitarian concerns and settlement expansions. Resolution 2334 (2016) reaffirmed that Israeli settlements 

have “no legal validity,” positioning the Council as a defender of international law even when enforcement 

mechanisms are weak. This finding supports Falk and Tilley (2017), who argue that the UNSC continues to 

shape international legal discourse despite geopolitical limitations. The study reveals that during major Gaza 

escalations (2008–2009, 2014, and 2021), the UNSC frequently issued calls for ceasefires but struggled to 

pass binding resolutions due to vetoes by permanent members, particularly the United States. This is 

consistent with Lynch (2020), who identifies Security Council paralysis as a recurrent feature of Middle 

Eastern diplomacy. Overall, the findings demonstrate that the UNSC plays a symbolically significant but 

operationally inconsistent role in both historical and contemporary phases of the conflict. 

The study also finds that the UNSC has been more effective in humanitarian coordination than in conflict 

resolution. During escalations in Gaza, the Council played a critical role in facilitating humanitarian 

corridors, calling for protection of civilians, and supporting UN agencies such as UNRWA. Bassiouni 

(2019) similarly observes that while UNSC resolutions often lack enforcement capacity, they nonetheless 

shape humanitarian action and global advocacy. However, the findings reveal that this humanitarian focus 

does not compensate for the Council’s limited capacity to influence political negotiations or halt violations 

of international law. This is supported by Agha and Malley (2018), who argue that peace efforts consistently 

fail because the UNSC functions as a diplomatic forum rather than a conflict management body. 

Furthermore, the analysis highlights that UNSC effectiveness is often undermined by regional actors who 

selectively comply with resolutions. Israel’s continued occupation of Palestinian territories, despite repeated 

UNSC calls for withdrawal, demonstrates non-compliance challenges. Studies by Gowan (2021) likewise 

emphasize that state sovereignty limits the Council’s leverage unless there is consensus among major powers 

to impose sanctions or peacekeeping operations conditions absent in the Israel–Palestine conflict. Thus, the 

research concludes that the UNSC’s effectiveness is constrained by veto politics, lack of enforcement 

mechanisms, geopolitical rivalry, and inconsistent compliance by parties to the conflict. 

 

CONCLUSION 
The study concludes that the Israel–Palestine conflict remains one of the most protracted and complex 

territorial and political disputes in modern history, shaped by deep-rooted grievances, historical narratives, 

and geopolitical interests. The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has played a persistent yet limited 

role in addressing the conflict, issuing numerous resolutions aimed at ceasefire, territorial withdrawal, 

humanitarian protection, and support for a two-state solution. However, despite these efforts, the UNSC’s 

impact has been constrained by geopolitical rivalries, especially the use of veto power by permanent 

members, which has consistently weakened its ability to implement binding decisions or enforce 

compliance. 

Findings show that while the UNSC has been instrumental in shaping international legal norms and 

providing humanitarian oversight during periods of intense violence, it has fallen short of facilitating 

sustainable peace or meaningful political solutions. Structural limitations of the Council, selective 

implementation of resolutions by parties to the conflict, and inconsistent international cooperation have all 

contributed to its limited effectiveness. As such, although the UNSC remains a significant global peace and 

security institution, its influence in the Israel–Palestine conflict has been more symbolic and humanitarian 

than transformational or enforceable. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. The international community should advocate for restricting or suspending the veto power of 

permanent members in cases involving humanitarian crises or breaches of international law. Such 

reforms would reduce political obstruction and allow the UNSC to take decisive action when 

civilian lives are at risk. 

2. To enhance its effectiveness, the UNSC should adopt clearer enforcement mechanisms for 

resolutions related to the Israel–Palestine conflict. This includes outlining timelines, monitoring 

strategies, and consequences for non-compliance, particularly regarding settlement activities, border 

demarcations, and protection of civilians. 
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